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1 Census for 2010 is ongoing.
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2 Sections1and 2, article VIII.
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3 The Supreme Court interprets that the constitutional guarantees of equal protection apply if the
discrimination is based on the individual's membership in one of the classes enumerated, or if
the discrimination affects a fundamental right. The law is then subject to a strict scrutiny
review, under which it will be upheld only if the government can demonstrate that the
classification upon which that law is based bears a close rationa relationship to some
compelling governmental interest. But if the law does not concern an enumerated class or a
fundamental right, the question becomes whether the classification is rationaly related to a
legitimate governmental purpose. FSM Socia Security Admin. v. Weilbacher, 7 FSM Intrm.
137, (Pon. 1995).
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4 In Tolenoav. Alokoa, 2 FSM Intrm. 247 (1986), the court ruled that actions of a police officer
in punishing and humiliating him constituted violation of the prisoner’s constitutional rights to
be free from cruel and unusual punishment and his due process rights. The court also found
liable a municipal government that employed untrained persons as police officers. See, Moses
v. Municipaity of Polle, 2 FSM Intrm. 270 (Truk 1986); Alaphen v. Municipality of Moen, 2
FSM Intrm. 279 (1986). Recent cases where the court accorded redress to victims included a
detainee who was subjected to excessive force while in detention (Herman v. Municipality of
Patta, 12 FSM Intrm. 130 (Chuuk 2003)); and a person placed under continued detention
without any formal charges being filed against him in court (Warren v. Pohnpei State Dep’t of
Public Safety, 13 FSM Intrm. 154 (Pon. 1995)).

Refusal by a state legislature to appropriate money in payment of a court judgment in civil
rights action cannot be used as excuse from satisfaction of the judgment. Chuuk v. Davis, 13
FSM Intrm. 178 (App. 2005).
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& According to 2000 Census data, gross enrolment ratio was 92.3 per cent (91.7 per cent male
and 92.9 per cent female) at primary school. Net enrolment ratio was 96 per cent in 2009. At
the high school level, gross enrolment ratio was 72.3 per cent (68.1 per cent male and 76.7 per
cent female) while net enrolment ratio showed a figure of 69 per cent. Data available suggest
that there is no systematic discrimination against girlsin education.

Literacy is defined as ability to read and write, with understanding, a simple statement of

everyday life.
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8 Public Law No. 16-37, June 29, 2010.
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FSM expressed reservation in that it is not at present in a position to take measures either
required by Article 11(1)(d) of the Convention to enact comparable worth legislation, or by
Article 11(2)(b) to enact maternity leave with pay or with comparable socia benefits
throughout the Nation. Reservation not to apply the provision of Articles 2 (f), 5, and 16 is
further expressed. FSM considersitself not bound by Article 29 (1).

102000 Census data.

2 pid.

12 Historically there has been gender bias against women in education in the FSM with literacy
rate being lower for women than for men. However, by 2000, the trend has been reversed and
indicative figures show women under 30 with higher literacy rate than men.
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3 The infant mortality rate refers to deaths among children under the age of one year per 1,000
live births.

14 The under-five mortality rate measures infant deaths and deaths among children 1-4 years of
age per 1,000 live births.
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% In September 2000, world leaders committed their nations to the Millennium Declaration
(resolution 55/2) to uphold the principles of human dignity, equaity and equity at the global
level as well as the regional level. They also were committed to a new global partnership to
reduce extreme poverty and settled out a series of time-bound targets that have be come known
as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs are eight goals to be achieved by
2015 and are designed to: (1) eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; (2) achieve universal
primary education; (3) promote gender equality and empower women; (4) reduce child
mortality; (5) improve maternal health; (6) combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; (7)
ensure environmental sustainability; (8) develop a global partnership for development. The
MDGs are broken down into 21 targets which, in turn, are measured by 60 indicators.
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16 Considerable efforts have been made in the area of Poverty Reduction and the MDGs through
the project “Millennium Development Goals Capacity Building Initiative in FSM (2008-
2011)", signed by the FSM Government and the United Nations Development Programme in
May 2008. The project has been implemented by the Office of Statistics, Budget & Economic
Management, Overseas Development Assistance & Compact Management (SBOC).
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