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Subject: 

 

UPR submission on omission and commission of Article 8 of ICCPR, Article 7 of ICESCR, 

Article 23(1) of the Constitution of India and the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) 

Act,1976. 

 

Title of the NGO contributing for UPR: 

 

Odisha Goti Mukti Andolan 

(Movement for Abolition of Bonded Labour System) 

L-232, GGP Colony, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar-751025, 

Odisha, India 

 

Kind of contribution: Individual 

 

Name of the reviewed country: India 

 

Contact person:  

 

Baghambar Pattanaik,  

Human Rights Activist & Adviser,  

Odisha Goti Mukti Andolan, 

L-232, GGP Colony, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar-751025 

Odisha, India (Mobile No.)-9238570991 

 

Details of the organization: 

 

The organization „Odisha Goti Mukti Andolan‟ is a people‟s movement struggling for 

elimination of hereditary/caste based bondage in India on peaceful way. It was established in 

the year 2001. Due to continuous struggle of the organization in various forums for the last 

11 years, the Government of Odisha, as per direction of National Human Rights Commission 

has accepted „Bartan‟ to be a manifestation of bonded labour system under the Bonded 

Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 and accordingly order has been issued to release 17 

persons from hereditary/ caste based bonded labour system very recently. The Odisha High 

Court has also directed for release of 2 persons from rendering customary service. Now the 

door has been opened for release of millions of persons from hereditary and caste based 

bondage prevalent in India. Recognizing such contribution, the National Human Rights 

Commission, New Delhi has reorganized NHRC Core Group of NGOs taking Baghambar 

Pattanaik, human rights activist and adviser, Odisha Goti Mukti Andolan as a member.  

 

 

 

 



Provisions of International Instruments: 

 

ICCPR Article 8(2) reads as follows, 

 

“No one shall be held in servitude.” 

 

ICCPR Article 8 (3) (a) reads as follows, 

 

“No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.” 

 

 

 

ICESCR Article 7 reads as follows, 

 

“The State Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment 

of just and favourable conditions of work which ensure, in particular” 

 

Article 7 (ii) reads as follows, 

 

“A decent living for themselves and their families in accordance with the provisions of the 

present covenant.” 

 

 

Provisions of the Constitution of India: 

 

Article 23(1) of the Constitution of India reads as follows, 

 

“Traffic in human beings and beggar and other similar forms of forced labour are prohibited 

and any contravention of this provision shall be an offence punishable in accordance with 

law.” 

 

 

Provisions of the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976: 

 

The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act has been enacted by Indian Parliament on 9
th

 

February,1976 for the abolition of bonded labour system with a view to preventing the 

economic and physical exploitation of the weaker sections of the people.  

 

Section 2 (g) of the Bonded Labour System (Abolition Act, 1976 reads as follows, 

 

“ bonded labour system’ means the system of forced, or partly forced, labour under which a 

debtor enters, or has or is presumed to have, entered, into an agreement with the creditor to 

the effect that 

, 

(i)           in consideration of an advance obtained by him or by any of his lineal ascendants or 

descendants (whether or not such advance is evidenced by any document) and in 

consideration of the interest, if any, due on such advance, or 

 

(ii)               in pursuance of any customary or social obligation, or 

 



(iii)              in pursuance of any obligation devolving on him by succession, or 

 

(iv)        for any economic consideration received by him or by any of his lineal ascendants or 

descendants, or 

 

(v)             by reason of his birth in any particular caste or community. 

 

he would- 

 

(1)           render,by himself or through any member of his family, or any person dependent on 

him, labour or service to the creditor, or for benefit of the creditor, for an unspecified period, 

either without wages or for nominal wages,or 

(2)                x x x x x x x x x x, or  

(3)               x x x x x x x x x x, or 

(4)               x x x x x x x x x x “  

 

 

Omission and commission of the Article 8 of ICCPR, Article 7 of ICESCR, Article 23(1) 

of the Constitution of India and the Bonded Labour System (Abolotion) Act,1976. 

 

(1)       The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 addresses not only to debt bondage 

but also to hereditary and caste-based bondage. In villages all over India barbers and washer 

men render customary service like cutting hair, shaving, washing feet, lifting leaf-plates with 

leftover, washing clothes etc to a number of upper caste families in lieu of an advance in kind 

i.e. 15 kgs of paddy per head for each married male customarily paid once a year. They 

render service through out the year without any wage from generation to generation. When 

anyone refuses to render any such service which is beyond the dignity of the individual, he is 

socially and economically boycotted, physically assaulted and otherwise harassed. Another 

barber is trafficked from far-off place and employed on the same custom on advance. The 

National Human Rights Commission considered this matter and came to the conclusion that 

such practice is a manifestation of bonded labour system. The order dt.15.7.2008 of National 

Human Rights Commission is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-I 

 

(2)         The Chief Secretary, Odisha has notified vide No.3795/CS (PR) dt.17.2.2011 that 

.anybody compelling any barber/washer man to render traditional service shall be punishable 

under Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976. But except Odisha, no other State has 

issued such notification though in almost all states in villages such traditional service of 

barbers and washer men continues. No step has also been taken even if in Odisha to identify 

bonded labour on the basis of notification of the Chief Secretary, Odisha. The copy of the 

notification No.3795 dt.17.2.2011 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-II 

 

(3)         After a long struggle from the year 2002, 17 families of bonded labourers belonging 

to barber community are going to be released from bonded labour system only on the 

direction of National Human Rights Commission, New Delhi. It will be the first case in the 

release of caste-based bondage in India. The Letter No.1684 dt.30.10.2011 of the Collector, 

Puri for issuance of release certificate in favour of 17 nos. of bonded labourers in N.H.R.C. 

Case No.13/18/12 of 2006-07 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-III 

 

(4)             The Collector, Puri has been directed by the Odisha High Court in the W.P.(C) 

No.12638/2011 dt.3010.2011 to conduct inquiry to release 2 barbers from rendering 



customary service. This is a Landmark Judgment having legal sanctity to the struggle against 

customary and caste-based service. The copy of the order of Odisha High Court is annexed 

herewith and marked as Annexure-IV. 

 

(5)               There are approximately 10 million bonded labourers all over India who are to be 

identified, released and rehabilitated. A petition to that effect has been filed before the 

President of India for taking up a special survey on bonded labour which has been forwarded 

to the Government of India, Ministry of Labour vide President Secretariat No. PI -C/ 9913 

dt.12.03.2010. It has been subsequently received by the Ministry of Labour vide Diary  

 

No.535/10 and communicated to the sender vide N0.Z-16025/9/2010-SS.II (PG) Dated 

20.04.10.But ultimately no step has been taken for survey of bonded labour. The petition filed 

before the President of India and the letter regarding receipt of the petition as well as the 

reply given by the Government of India, Ministry of labour on the petition Vide No. M-

13011/4/2010-BL dt.19/07/2010 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-V. 

 

(6)               Civil society member communicated to the UN Centre for Human Rights, UN 

Office at Geneva, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland on dt.19/06/2010 relating to a consistent 

pattern of violations affecting a large number of people over a protracted period of time 

intended for handling under 1503 procedure. It was communicated to take up the matter with 

Government of India for conducting survey for identification, release and rehabilitation of 

approximately 10 million bonded labourers all over India. The copy of the communicated 

dt.19/06/2010 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-VI. 

 

(7)                    A news-item on the captioned subject „Bartans‟ will not wash guests‟ feet 

anymore – Practice Of Bonded Labour All Set To End has been published in the daily news 

paper “Times of India” on 23.11.2011. The news-item further reads that the state government 

formally declares at lease 17 persons freed from „hereditary bonded labour,‟ a social justice 

possibly never done before in the country. The copy of the news-item published on 23-11-

2011 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-VII        
 
              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 


