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3.4 Malaysia: National Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM)

Recommendation: The Sub-Committee informs the Commission of its intention to
recommend to the ICC status B, and gives the Commission the opportunity to provide, in
writing, within one year of such notice, the documentary evidence deemed necessary to
establish its continued conformity with the Paris Principles. The Commission retains its “A”
status during this period.

The Sub-Committee notes the following:

1) The independence of the Commission needs to be strengthened by the provision of clear
and transparent appointment and dismissal process in the founding legal documents, more in
line with the Paris Principles. The Sub-Committee refers to General Observation “Selection
and appointment of the governing body”.

2) With regard to the appointment, the Sub-Committee notes the short term of office of the
members of the commission (two years). It refers to General Observation “Guarantee of
tenure for members of governing bodies”.

3) It further refers to General Observation “Ensuring pluralism” to highlight the importance of
ensuring the representation of different segments of society and their involvement in
suggesting or recommending candidates to the governing body of the Commission.

4) The Sub-Committee refers to General Observation “Interaction with the International
Human Rights System”.



