ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC       (SECOND BATCH)
GERMANY
· What concrete measures does the Lao PDR intend to take to protect and strengthen human rights, particularly with regard to freedom of assembly, expression and freedom of press? 
· Which steps have been taken to ratify the Convention on Enforced Disappearances (ICPPED)?
· After more than seven years of disappearance of the civil society activist Sombath Somphone, what needs yet to be done to clear up the case and conclude the investigation?
· Which measures have been taken to provide compensation and acquisition of land for those affected by enforced loss of land, and to protect the right to possession of inherited land, in accordance with Decree 84/PM as of 2016 and the Law on Land as of 2019?
· Which additional support has the Government of Laos granted to families in poverty, disadvantaged groups and ethnic groups in order to provide equal access to education, in compliance with Article 6 of the Law on Education?
PORTUGAL on behalf of the Group of Friends on NMIRF’s
· Could the State-under-review describe its national mechanism or process responsible for coordinating the implementation of accepted UPR recommendations and the monitoring of progress and impact?

· Has the State-under-review established a dedicated ‘national mechanism for implementation, reporting and follow-up’ (NMIRF) covering UPR recommendations, but also recommendations/observations generated by the UN human rights Treaty Bodies, the Special Procedures and relevant regional mechanisms, which, inter alia, clusters all the above, manages them in national databases, coordinates implementation actions across government, monitors progress and impact, and then streamline reporting procedures back to the UN? If so, could the State-under-review briefly share its experience on creating such mechanism, including challenges faced and lessons learnt, as well as any plans or needs to strengthen the NMIRF in the future?
BELGIUM

· Is the government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic considering ratifying the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming to the abolition of the death penalty and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court?
· Is the government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic considering issuing a standing invitation to the special procedures and responding positively to the outstanding requests of special rapporteurs to visit the country? Would the Government consider inviting the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances?
· Which efforts has the government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic taken to ensure a thorough, credible, impartial and transparent investigation into the enforced disappearance of Mr Sombath Somphone, and into all other cases of alleged forced disappearances, in order to clarify their fates and whereabouts and identify those responsible?
· How will the government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic follow up on CEDAW’s recommendation to review the registration requirements for civil society and non-governmental organizations, so as to ensure that organizations, including women’s rights organizations, are able to undertake their activities without undue restrictions; 
· How will the government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic follow up on the Human Rights Committee’s recommendation to repeal or amend criminal provisions providing for vague and broadly defined offences, to ensure compliance with the principle of legal certainty, and refraining from applying such provisions to suppress conduct and speech protected by the ICCPR?
LIECHTENSTEIN
· What steps has Lao People’s Democratic Republic taken to ratify the Rome Statute in its 2010 version?
· What steps has Lao People’s Democratic Republic taken towards the de iure abolition of the death penalty?
· What steps has Lao People’s Democratic Republic taken to join the Code of Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, as elaborated by the Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT)? 
SLOVENIA
· Has there been any discussion or steps taken to adopt comprehensive anti-discrimination law, to ensure that relevant legal framework provides adequate protection against all forms of discrimination?
· What steps have been taken to accelerate implementation of existing frameworks in order to reduce high rates of child marriage in rural areas as well as to reduce high rates of secondary school drop-out amongst adolescent girls?
SPAIN
· What measures does the government plan to guarantee equal access to education for young mothers and married girls before they turn 18?
· Does the Laotian executive consider repealing Decree nº238 in view of the difficulties it imposes on the activity of non-profit organizations?
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
· We remain deeply concerned about the whereabouts of the following individuals who may have been victims of enforced disappearance since Laos’ last UPR:  Somphone Khantisouk, Ittiphon SukpaenWuthipong Kachathamakul, Surachai Danwattananusorn, and Sombath Somphone. What steps has the Government of Laos taken to investigate disappearances of these activists?  
· What steps has the government taken to investigate the alleged extrajudicial killings of Chatcharn Buppawan and Kraidej Luelert, who disappeared in Vientiane in December 2018 and whose bodies were found near the Laos-Thailand border?
· We are concerned that Decree 238 on Non-Profit Associations (NPAs) has further restricted NPAs, and that the registration process lacks transparency and provides far too much discretion to state officials to arbitrarily deny applications or endlessly prolong their approval.  We urge the Government to work with civil society members to amend the Decree and other legal frameworks to enable civil society organizations to conduct their work, which is vital to a prosperous and stable society.  Will the Government amend Decree 238 to provide for automatic registration of NPAs upon submission of an application as long as simple administrative requirements are met, rather than requiring prior permission of State officials before an NPA’s registration is approved?  
· What measures has the Government of Laos taken to ensure adequate compensation to individuals who are impacted by development projects such as hydropower dams?  For those unwilling to sell their land or who have other grievances, what mechanisms exist for them to appeal to the government for relief?  Are there cases in which individuals have successfully made such appeals?
· The United States is concerned about freedom of religion and belief in the Lao PDR, particularly in certain rural areas.  What steps will Laos take to improve the registration process for religious groups and reduce the burden when seeking government permission to carry out religious activities?  How will Laos protect members of religious groups from harassment and arbitrary arrest or detention when they peacefully gather?  Does the Lao PDR intend to amend the Decree on Management and Protection of Religious Activities (Decree 315) in a manner consistent with its obligations under Article 18 of the ICCPR?
· The United States is concerned about human trafficking, including sex trafficking and forced labor.  How will the government of Laos increase efforts to investigate and prosecute cases of trafficking, protect victims, and prevent trafficking?
· We continue to encourage the government of Laos to take further steps to ensure freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining are protected in line with international standards.  What is the government’s strategy to implement 2017 revisions to the Trade Union Law?  How many workers are in trade unions, and does the government have any plans to make additional legal reforms to provide for freedom of association for trade unions and federations not affiliated with the Lao Federation of Trade Unions (LFTU)?
· The United States commends the Government of Laos on its work to promote the rights of women and children through the National Commission for the Advancement of Women, Mothers, and Children but is concerned by ongoing reports of early and forced marriage, especially those in rural areas.  What protections does the new National Plan of Action on Prevention and Elimination of Violence Against Women and Children (2021-2025) include for those girls and communities affected by this practice? 
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