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1. Kyrgyzstan considers the Universal Periodic Review as a unique mechanism to review the human rights information in all UN member states, within the frameworks of which each country has an opportunity to report on the taken measures in order to improve the situation in the area of the human rights as well as to carry out its commitments in this field.

2. Kyrgyzstan has carefully considered 232 recommendations provided by the UN member states within the frameworks of the 35th session of the Universal Periodic Review Working Group on January 20, 2020. 

3. Kyrgyzstan supported 193 recommendations that is 83% of the total number. The supported recommendations mean that they have been already implemented, are being implemented or are planned to be implemented. 

4. 39 recommendations have been noted, since they warrant a further study and due to various objective reasons cannot be implemented. 

5. Comments of the Kyrgyz Republic on noted recommendations are grouped into thematic blocks and are set out below. 

6. These recommendations were discussed with the civil society organizations and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights’ Regional Office for Central Asia. 


I. Ratification of the international conventions 

7. Recommendation 140.13 has been supported; 

8. Recommendations 140.1, 140.2, 140.3, 140.4, 140.5, 140.6, 140.7, 140.12 and 140.212 have been noted: 

140.1. The Kyrgyzstan’s legislation provides for a sufficient protection level of the stateless persons’ rights and meets the international norms. This is also confirmed by the fact that in 2019 Kyrgyzstan has become the first country in the world that has liquidated the statelessness. The possibility to ratify the 1954 Convention relating to the status of stateless persons and the 1961 Convention on the reduction of statelessness will be considered after completion of their study. 

140.2, 140.3 and 140.4. Kyrgyzstan, at present, is not a party to the International convention for the protection of all persons from enforced disappearance; in addition, the criminal legislation includes a norm envisaging a punishment for enforced disappearance, i.e. it is unanimous with the international community in the struggle against this phenomenon. The issue of this Convention ratification is being studied. 

140.5, 140.6 and 140.7. Some provisions of the Rome statute of the International Criminal Court contradict with the Constitutional provisions. One of the contradictory moments is the correlation issue of the state’s commitment to hand over a suspect to the International criminal court. In addition, the Constitution envisages the impossibility to hand over its own citizens. 

140.12. Joining the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) is being studied. In addition, we note that in 2017 the Law «On security and protection from the family violence» has been adopted, which determines the legal foundations for preventing and suppressing the family violence, ensuring the socio-legal security and protection of the persons suffered from the family violence. The greater punitive measures for crimes in the area of the family violence have been included into the criminal legislation. 

140.212. The issues of the aboriginal ethnic groups and the indigenous people having a tribal lifestyle are not acute in the Kyrgyz Republic, therefore the ratification of the 1989 ILO Convention on indigenous and tribal peoples (No. 169) is not considered. 

II. Cooperation with the UN special procedures

9. All recommendations under this section - 140.8, 140.9, 140.10 and 140.11 have been supported. 

III. Bringing the national legislation to conformity with the international commitments 

10. All recommendations under this section – 140.14, 140.15, 140.16, 140.17 and 140.18 have been supported;  
11. Recommendation 140.25 has been noted.
          In accordance with article 6 of the Constitution, the international treaties that have come into force in the manner prescribed by the law, a party to which the Kyrgyz Republic is, as well as the generally recognized principles and norms of the international law are a constituent part of Kyrgyzstan’s legal framework. The procedure and the terms for application of the international treaties and the generally recognized principles and norms of the international law are defined by the laws.
          According to the international principle «pacta sunt servanda», every treaty in force is binding upon the parties to it and must be performed by them in good faith. Besides, Kyrgyzstan, being a part of the world community and a party to the international treaties on human rights, has assumed a commitment to observe human rights and freedoms. Consequently, even excluding the mentioned Constitutional provisions, Kyrgyzstan does not refuse from compliance with the international treaties in the area of the human rights.

IV. National human rights institutions 

12. All recommendations under this section 140.19, 140.20, 140.21 and 140.23 have been supported;

140.21. The duty has already been imposed on one of the deputy Ombudsman from the Office of the Ombudsman and he is working to implement an activity aimed to protect the rights of children. 

V. Rights of vulnerable groups

13. Recommendations 140.22, 140.24, 140.26, 140.28, 140.29, 140.31, 140.36, 140.38, 140.39, 140.40, 140.43, 140.47, 140.50, 140.51, 140.105, 140.122, 140.123, 140.155, 140.208, 140.210, 140.211, 140.214, 140.215, 140.217, 140.218, 140.221, 140.222, 140.223, 140.224, 140.225, 140.227, 140.228 and 140.229 have been supported;

14. Recommendations 140.30, 140.32, 140.33, 140.34, 140.35, 140.37, 140.41, 140.42, 140.46, 140.48, 140.49, 140.52, 140.209 and 140.216 have been noted. 

          Nobody in Kyrgyzstan can be subject to discrimination based on gender, race, language, disability, ethnic affiliation, religion, age, political or other beliefs, education, origin, property or another status as well as other commitments. The special measures set by the law, which aims to ensure equal opportunities for various social groups in accordance with international commitments, are not discrimination.
         In the Kyrgyz Republic, men and women have equal rights and freedoms, equal opportunities for their enforcement. 
         The provisions in part 3, article 10 of the Constitution guarantee the right to preserve a mother tongue, to create the conditions for its study and development to the representatives of all ethnic groups. 
         The representatives of over 80 different ethnic communities live in the country. According to the Law «On protection of the citizens’ health in the Kyrgyz Republic» and within the frameworks of the government guarantee program, all citizens in Kyrgyzstan are provided with a unified medical care, irrespective of the nationalities and the affiliation to any community or organization.
         On LGBTQ, the current legislation demonstrates a non-discriminatory attitude and positive enforcement of the citizens’ rights. Kyrgyzstan makes successive steps in terms of the national legislation adaptation to the international standards with regard to the rights of people living with HIV, the LGBT. To begin with, the developed procedure for gender reassignment and change in the passport details shall be mentioned among the positive current developments. A new Criminal code in force that separates the responsibility for unintentional and intentional HIV transmission and commutes a punishment has become a no less important event. There is no criminal responsibility for voluntary same-sex conduct.
          In Kyrgyzstan, everyone has a right to the gender reassignment. This right has been affirmed in the Law «On protection of the citizens’ health in the Kyrgyz Republic». 
              In accordance with the Law «On vital records certificate», a statement on introduction of an amendment or a change in a record of the vital records certificate shall be made by a bureau of the vital statistics, including if a gender reassignment document in a prescribed form issued by a medical organization is submitted.

VI. The freedom of religion 

15. All recommendations under this section 140.44, 140.45, 140.80, 140.83, 140.89 and 140.96 have been suported. 

VII. Prevention of tortures 

16. Recommendations 140.27, 140.54, 140.55, 140.56, 140.58, 140.59, 140.60, 140.62, 140.63, 140.64 and 140.67 have been supported; 

17. Recommendations 140.57, 140.61, 140.65 and 140.66 have been noted.

         At present, in accordance with the criminal legislation, the pre-trial procedures under articles 143 (tortures), 321 (abuse of powers) shall be conducted by the investigators from the bodies of the Military prosecutor’s office and the SCNS. The specified bodies are independent and governed by the laws. Based on this, creation of another independent body is not relevant.
        In addition, the principles of the Convention against tortures and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment are not violated and the norms of our legislation thoroughly meet its requirements. Thus, according to article 4 of the mentioned Convention, each member state shall ensure that all acts of the tortures are considered in accordance with its criminal legislation.
        It shall be noted that the conduct of a torture investigation by the bodies of the SCNS and the investigators from the Military prosecutor’s office are controlled and their effectual supervision is carried out by the prosecution authorities in order to investigate effectively the circumstances and so that the persons involved in the tortures incur a relevant punishment.

VIII. Compensation to the victims of the 2010 June events 

18. Recommendation 140.68 has been noted. 

          In order to provide a government social support to the family members of died persons as well as the citizens of the Kyrgyz Republic injured during the events on April 6 in Talas oblast and April 7, 2010 in Bishkek city, Provisional Government Decree No. 124 «On providing a government social support to the family members of died persons as well as the citizens of the Kyrgyz Republic injured during the events on April 6 in Talas oblast, April 7 in Bishkek city, May 13-14 in Jalal-Abad city during the 2010 June events in Osh city and Osh, Jalal-Abad oblasts» dated August 24, 2010 has been adopted and Government resolution No. 209 for its implementation dated September 18, 2010 has been adopted.
         Government resolution No. 91 «On the Procedure for award and payment of an additional monthly social benefit to the family members of died persons and persons injured in the events occurred in April-June 2010» dated February 22, 2013 has approved the Procedure for award and payment of the additional monthly social benefit to the family members of died persons and persons injured in the events occurred in April-June 2010.  
         At present, the legislation on social protection of the family members of died persons and persons injured in the events occurred in April-June 2010 consists of Law No. 173 «On social protection of the family members of died persons and persons injured in the events occurred in April-June 2010» dated October 22, 2012 as well as other regulatory legal acts. The specified Law establishes basic and additional types and amounts of the social securities for the family members of died and injured persons.

IX. Justice and struggle against corruption

19. Recommendations 140.71, 140.72, 140.73, 140.75, 140.76 and 140.77 have been supported;

20. Recommendation 140.74 has been noted.

X. Extremism and terrorism

21. Recommendations 140.70, 140.79 and 140.213 have been supported;

22. Recommendation 140.84 has been noted. 

          At present, an interagency working group is developing a draft Law «On countering extremist activities» in a new wording. 
XI. 
XII. The freedom of speech and non-governmental organizations

23. Recommendations 140.81, 140.82, 140.85, 140.91, 140.93, 140.94, 140.95, 140.97 and 140.98 have been supported;

24. Recommendation 140.78 has been noted. 

          Taking into consideration the provisions of the Constitution, the Law «On protecting a professional activity of a journalist», the Law «On the mass media» and the Law «On the guarantees and the freedom of access to information», we note the sufficiency of the legislative framework in the Kyrgyz Republic to protect the mass media, the freedom of speech, the freedom of expression and the freedom of the Media.

XIII. Inciting racial, ethnic, national, religious and trans-regional hatred 

25. Recommendation 140.86 has been noted. 

         Article 313 of the Criminal code does not contradict with articles 19 and 20 of the International covenant on civil and political rights.


XIV. The case of A. Askarov

26. Recommendation 140.87 has been noted. 

          The courts have carried out all required procedural actions under the criminal case with regard to A.Askarov complying with the requirements of the criminal procedure legislation and a relevant legal assessment is given to the materials of the case, according to the results of which the judicial acts conforming to the legislation have been passed. 
         Based on the foregoing, it shall be noted that Kyrgyzstan, bearing in mind the Considerations of the UN human rights committee within the frameworks of the national legislation and taking into account its international commitments has taken all required steps to ensure the rule of law and the human rights protection.
         Kyrgyzstan is deferential to the UN human rights committee and cooperates with it based on its considerations. In view of Kyrgyzstan’s aspiration to cooperate based on the Committee’s considerations under the case of A. Askarov, in 2016-2020 new judicial proceedings have been carried out in accordance with the fair trial principles. 
         On July 25, 2020 A.Askarov died in Institution No.47 of the State Service for Execution of Punishment under the Government. 

XV. Safety of journalists and human rights defenders

27. All recommendations under this section 140.88 and 140.90 have been supported;

XVI. Peaceful assemblies

28. Recommendation 140.92 has been noted. 

          In accordance with article 34 of the Constitution, everyone has a right to the freedom of peaceful assemblies and nobody can be forced to take part in an assembly.
          In addition, everyone is entitled to submit a notice to the authorities in order to ensure the conduct of the peaceful assembly.
          It is not allowed to prohibit and to restrict the conduct of the peaceful assembly as well as to refuse from its appropriate support due to the absence of the notice on the conduct of the peaceful assembly, incompliance with the form of the notice, its contents and submission dates.
          In accordance with article 20 of the Constitution, the human rights and freedoms can be restricted by the Constitution and the laws in order to protect the national security, the public order, the protection of the population’s health and morals, the protection of other persons’ rights and freedoms.
         The mechanism for enforcement of the citizens’ rights to the peaceful assemblies and the restrictions related to conduct and participation in the peaceful assemblies as well as the obligations of the government authorities, including the IAA for ensuring the peaceful assemblies, are regulated by the Law «On peaceful assemblies».
          The Law «On peaceful assemblies» determines the liabilities for participants and organizers of the peaceful assembly as well as the prohibitions, the breach of which entails the responsibility in accordance with the legislation.

XVII. Human beings traffic

29. Recommendations 140.99, 140.100, 140.101, 140.102, 140.103 and 140.104 have been supported; 

30. Recommendation 140.69 has been noted. 

          Government resolution No. 743 «On the Government program for struggle against the human beings traffic in the Kyrgyz Republic for 2017-2020» dated November 15, 2017 approves the Government program for struggle against the human beings traffic for 2017-2020 and the Action plan for its implementation. 

XVIII. Poverty reduction

31. All recommendations under this section 140.53, 140.106, 140.107, 140.108, 140.109, 140.111, 140.112, 140.113, 140.114, 140.115, 140.117 and 140.118 have been supported. 

XIX. Providing pure water, sanitary and medical staff

32. All recommendations under this section 140.110, 140.116 and 140.119 have been supported.
 

XX. Rights of the youth and the access to education 

33. All recommendations under this section 140.120, 140.125, 140.126, 140.127, 140.128, 140.129, 140.130, 140.131, 140.132, 140.133, 140.134, 140.135, 140.136, 140.137 and 140.138 have been supported.


XXI. Decrease of the maternal mortality 

34. All recommendations under this section 140.121, 140.124 and 140.179 have been supported.

XXII. Gender equality 

35. All recommendations under this section 140.139, 140.140, 140.141, 140.144, 140.145, 140.148, 140.151, 140.152, 140.153, 140.154, 140.157, 140.158, 140.159, 140.160, 140.166, 140.167, 140.168, 140.170, 140.171, 140.175, 140.176, 140.183, 140.187 and 140.189 have been supported.


XXIII. Struggle against the violence against women

36. Recommendations 140.142, 140.143, 140.146, 140.147, 140.149, 140.150, 140.156, 140.161, 140.162, 140.163, 140.165, 140.169, 140.172, 140.173, 140.174, 140.177, 140.178, 140.180, 140.181, 140.182, 140.184, 140.185, 140.186, 140.188, 140.190, 140.191, 140.192, 140.193, 140.195, 140.201 and 140.226 have been supported. 

37. Recommendation 140.164 has been noted. 

          Chapter 28 «Crimes against the pattern of the family relations and the interests of the underage» from the new Criminal code that have come into force since January 1, 2019 compared to the 1997 Criminal code provides for the following new articles related to the bride kidnapping:
· Article 175 «Kidnapping a person with an aim to marry her»;
· Article 176 «Forcing into actual marriage relations»;
· Article 177 «Forcing a person into a marriage»;
· Article 178 «Violating the legislation on a minimum age of marriage when carrying out religious ceremonies».

XXIV. Rights of children 

38. Recommendations 140.194, 140.196, 140.197, 140.198, 140.199, 140.200, 140.202, 140.203, 140.204, 140.205, 140.206, 140.207 and 140.220 have been supported; 

39. Recommendation 140.219 has been noted; 

XXV. Rights of migrants

40. Recommendations 140.230 and 140.231 have been supported; 

41. Recommendation 140.232 has been noted. 

          Joining the Global Compact for migration is being studied. In the event of joining it, a relevant plan for its implementation will be developed. 
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