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	ATO
	Anti-terroristic operation
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	Code of Administrative Procedure of Ukraine
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	Criminal Code of Ukraine
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	СiPС
	Civil Procedural Code 

	CSS
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	International Humanitarian Law 
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	Ministry of Health of Ukraine
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	National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine 
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	National Agency for Corruption Prevention 
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	Non-governmental organizations
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	National Preventive Mechanism
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	Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
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	Office of the President of Ukraine
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	Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe

	PGO

SBI
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State Bureau of Investigations

	SCES
	State Criminal Enforcement Service
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	SMS
	State Migration Service of Ukraine

	SSEP
	State Service for Ethnic Policy and Freedom of Conscience

	SSES
	State Service on Emergency Situations

	SS
	Security Service of Ukraine
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	UNOHCR
	Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees

	UPR
	Universal Periodic Review

	URPI
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THE METHODOLOGY OF MID-TERM REPORT DRAFTING
1. Mid-term report on implementation of the recommendations received by Ukraine within the 3rd cycle of the UPR covers the period from 4th quarter 2017 to 4th quarter 2020. The recommendations are structured thematically.
2. In order to facilitate implementation of the recommendations the MoJ, being in charge of general coordination of their implementation and drafting relevant reports, developed the Guiding principles for implementation of recommendations and sent them to the relevant state authorities for the use.
3. Taking into account paragraph 15(a) of the Human Rights Council Resolution 5/1 relevant state authorities were involved in preparation of this mid-term report and the latter was discussed with engagement of the civil society.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS
RATIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL TREATIES
Ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (recommendations 8-12, 36)

4. Draft laws “On Ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and Amendments Thereto” and “On Amending the CPC and Certain Legislative Acts in connection with Ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and Amendments Thereto” were developed.
Accede to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption (recommendations 17, 36)

5. Draft laws “On Accession of Ukraine to the Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption”, “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine in connection with the Accession to the Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption” and “On Amendments to the CAO and the CC in connection with the Accession to the Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption” were developed.
Ratify the Istanbul Convention (recommendations 19-24, 34, 36)
6. Draft law “On Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention)” was developed.
7. On January 11, 2019 the Law 2227 “On Amendments to the CC and the CPC in order to implement the Provisions of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence” entered into force and on January 07, 2018 the Law 2229 “On Preventing and Combating Domestic Violence” entered into force as well. These laws, de facto, implemented the provisions of the Istanbul Convention into the domestic law.
Ratify the European Convention on the Compensation of Victims of Violent Crimes (recommendations 25, 36)

8. Draft laws “On Compensation of Victims of Violent Criminal Offences” (reg. No.3892), “On Amendments to the CAO and the CPC on Ensuring the Mechanism for Compensation of Victims of Violent Criminal Offences” (reg. No.3893), “On Amendments to the Budgetary Code of Ukraine regarding the Mechanism for Compensation of Victims of Violent Criminal Offences” aimed at implementing the European Convention on the Compensation of Victims of Violent Crimes (reg. No.3894) are under consideration by the Parliament. 
Harmonize national legislation with the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure (recommendation 166)
9. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure is ratified by the Law 1026 with the declaration on impossibility to guarantee its implementation on the TOT. Execution of this Law doesn’t stipulate for amending the domestic legislation.
Harmonize national law with the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (recommendation 166)
10.  Draft law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts to Implement the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention)” (reg. No.3055) was adopted in the first reading on November 05, 2020.
Bring the definition of torture in the CC in line with Art.1 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (recommendation 68)

11. Draft law on amending Art.127 (Torture) of the CC to implement Art.1 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment was developed.
Establish a mechanism for the periodic and independent review of the necessity and the proportionality of measures taken within withdrawal from Ukraine’s obligations under human rights conventions of the United Nations and the Council of Europe (recommendation 26)

12. The necessity of extension, shrinking, termination of Ukraine`s derogation from certain obligations under ICCPR and ECHR shall be determined by the Inter-ministerial commission on Ukraine`s derogation under these international treaties of Ukraine (CMU Resolution 281 of 19.05.2017).
13. Due to termination of the ATO on April 30, 2018 and launching of the JFO, as well as taking into account the analysis of the provisions of the Law 2268 “On Peculiarities of State Policy on Ensuring State Sovereignty of Ukraine on the TOT in Donetsk and Luhansk Regions”, members of the above-mentioned Inter-ministerial commission have decided to narrow the derogation under ICCPR and ECHR, particularly, the derogation under Art.2(3), 14 of the ICCPR and Art.6, 13 of the ECHR was terminated.
14. The UN Secretary General and the Council of Europe Secretary General have been notified of  such a decision through diplomatic channels on November 26, 2019 and November 29, 2019 accordingly.
Ensure access of international human rights and humanitarian actors and monitoring mechanisms to the whole territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders with the aim to monitor the human rights situation (recommendations 27, 61)

15. Observance of obligations under international treaties of Ukraine with regard to access of international monitoring missions to the places of deprivation of liberty is ensured. Delegations of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (2018, 2020 visits), Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (2018 visit) and Independent Expert on Protection against Violence and Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (2019 visit), while visiting Ukraine to inspect prisons were, inter alia, provided with prompt access to prisons and relevant documentation, the possibility to communicate with prisoners confidently. The CPT`s delegation received access to the psycho-neurological boarding institutions during 2019 ad hoc visit.
16. In April 2020, in response to the OHCHR inquiry Ukraine expressed its readiness to provide the highest facilitation to the OHCHR Mission to carry out the visit to occupied Crimea. However, despite requirements of the UN GA Resolutions 71/205, 72/190, 73/263, 74/168, 75/192 “Situation of human rights in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, Ukraine”, effective access to the TOT is hampered by the Russian occupying administration in Crimea and the city of Sevastopol. Russian armed formations and occupying administrations on the TOT of Donetsk and Luhansk regions hamper such access as well. Since 2017 access to the places of detention on the TOT of Donetsk and Luhansk regions has been granted only to the Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (2018). 
17. Representatives of the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission Ukraine and delegation of the ICRC to Ukraine consistently visited Ukrainian prisons and pretrial detention centers in 2018-2020.
18. Awareness-raising on the mandate of monitoring mechanisms within the international organizations for relevant state authorities and law enforcement officials is constantly ensured. 
national human rights strategy
Implement the National Human Rights Strategy Action Plan (recommendations 33, 34, 37)

19. As of November 2020, 63.7% of measures out of the total amount of measures envisaged by the National Human Rights Strategy Action Plan are implemented, 26% are in progress, 5% are no longer relevant. 
20. In order to actualize the National Human Rights Strategy the relevant amendments were developed in order, inter alia, to add the Strategy with strategic directions on the protection of environmental rights, ensuring the observance of human rights in commercial activity, protecting missing persons and their families, protecting the rights of persons living on the demarcation line in Donetsk and Luhansk region, overcoming the consequences of the international armed conflict caused by the armed aggression of the Russian Federation.
21. A new National Human Rights Strategy Action Plan for 2021-2023 was drafted. This plan includes non-implemented measures from the previous Action Plan and new measures developed with consideration of amendments put into the Strategy. While developing a new Action Plan, 20 thematic sessions were held involving state authorities, NGOs and international organizations. 
ANTI-CORRUPTION POLICY
Increase efforts to fight corruption, strengthen the powers of the anti-corruption bodies (recommendations 111-113, 117, 118, 121, 122, 124, 125)
Corruption prevention (NACP) 
22. In order to ensure effective institutional mechanism for corruption prevention the principle of the NACP’s administration was changed from collegiality to sole management. The NACP’s Head shall be appointed according to results of transparent selection procedure. State protection of the NACP’s management and staff was strengthened (Law 140 of 02.10.2019). 

23. The NACP has been granted access, including automated, to 16 registers and informational databases, particularly, power of attorney, court decisions, civil status acts, voters and inheritance registers.
24.  The information and telecommunications system of logical and arithmetical control of declarations (ITS LAC) of persons authorized to perform the functions within state or local government was introduced, thus increasing the number of full-fledged verifications of income and assets declarations. In 2019, 1535 conclusions on the results of verifications of declarations were issued (1012 of which on verifications of declarations selected by the ITS LAC), a threefold increase over 2018 and tenfold increase over 2017. 
25. The Procedure for conducting the NACP`s control and full-fledged verification of declarations of public state and local officials and Procedure for selection of declarations for such verification were determined as well as the automatic division of responsibilities for declarations verifications amongst the NACP staff was launched (the NACP Orders 144/20 of 15.05.2020, 172/20 of 05.05.2020 and 231/2020 of 29.04.2020).
26. The Unified state register of persons who have committed corruption or corruption-related offences became operational on February 04, 2020; 3018 persons were recorded thereto.
27. As of 4th quarter 2020 the NACP made 574 public calls on providing explanations and drew up 580 protocols and 29 requirements as well as brought 544 persons to disciplinary responsibility, 175 persons to criminal liability and 20 persons received disciplinary sanctions. Relevant information is public and available at the NACP’s website. 
28. On January 01, 2020 legislative amendments to the Law “On Corruption Prevention” entered into force, which legally regulated the “whistle-blowers” and defined their legal status, rights and safeguards, particularly, ensuring the state protection of “whistle-blowers” and protection of their labour rights. Once the court had handed down its conviction, the “whistle-blower” has a right to obtain financial reward up to 10% of the monetary value of the object of the corruption offence or losses suffered by state, but no more than 3 thousand of minimum wages fixed at the time of commission of the crime.
29. The NACP follows 65 cases in the courts initiated under information revealed by the “whistle-blowers”. 15 such cases were won in 2020.
30. On November 05, 2020 the Parliament adopted at the first reading the draft law “On Principles of the State Anti-Corruption Policy for 2020-2024” (reg. No.4135), which, inter alia, provides for adoption of the National anti-corruption strategy for the next 4 years. The main objectives of that strategy are to achieve significant progress in preventing and combating corruption and ensure systemic approach to anti-corruption activity of all state authorities. The draft also envisages putting into operation of informational system for monitoring of implementation of the anti-corruption policy. 
31. In connection with the CCt Decision 13/2020 of October 27, 2020 the NACP suspended public access to the Unified State Register of Declarations.
32. The CMU requested the NACP to restore access to that Register. Public access was restored on October 29, 2020 (CMU Decree 1363). On December 15, 2020, amendments were made to the Law of Ukraine “On the Prevention of Corruption” to restore the institutional mechanism for the prevention of corruption, which, in particular, renewed the powers of the NACP, established the specifics of conducting full checks of declarations and monitoring the way of life in relation to judges, judges of the CCt (Law 1079).
Corruption Investigation (NABU)
33. Legal grounds are established to bring into criminal liability perpetrators of illegal enrichment as well as ensure recovery into the revenue of the State of unjustified assets of public state and local officials (Law 263 of 31.10.2019). 

34. Law 187 of October 4, 2019 was adopted in order to give the NABU right to autonomous wiretapping from telecommunications networks within covert investigative and search actions.
35. The NABU was granted direct, including automatic, access to automatized informational and referral systems, registers and databases whose holders are state and local authorities, including the Unified State Register of Declarations (Law 140 of 02.10.2019).
36. As of December 01, 2020, there were 803 criminal proceedings under the NABU`s investigation, 183 persons were notified suspicion, 309 proceedings with indictments regarding 553 persons were transmitted to the courts (including regarding high-ranking civil servants, judges, MPs, public prosecutors). 42 verdicts have come into legal effect. Damages for 760 million UAH were compensated within pre-trial investigations.
37. The NABU, Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor`s Office and High Anti-Corruption Court are jointly introducing the project of information and telecommunication system of pre-trial investigation (eCase) in order to increase effectiveness of pre-trial investigation.
38. The CCt’s Ruling 11/2020 of September 16, 2020 declared unconstitutional the provisions of the Law “On the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine” with regard to empowering the President of Ukraine to appoint and dismiss the NABU director and some other powers. Due to that CCt’s decision and taking into account that in order to ensure appropriate functioning of the NABU the domestic legislation has to correspond with that CCt decision, the Government submitted to the Parliament a draft law aimed at removing antimony between the Constitution of Ukraine and mentioned Law (reg. No.4437 of 27.11.2020).
39. On December 4, 2020, Law of Ukraine 1074 was adopted, which amended some legislative acts of Ukraine to establish liability for declaring unreliable information and failure of the subject to declare a declaration of a person authorized to perform the functions of state or local self-government.

Assets recovery (ARMA)

40. On July 11, 2020 amendments to the Procedure for Realization of Arrested Assets on Electronic Trading came into force, which, in particular, regulated the acquisition of property right to traded assets by the winners of electronic trading (CMU Resolution 569 of 08.07.2020). The mechanism of the ARMA`s control over assets management is determined (CMU Resolution 351 of 10.05.2018).
41. The software of the Unified State Register of Assets Arrested within the Criminal Proceeding is under operational testing. Over 3000 records about assets and significant amount of information about measures taken to administer arrested assets are put into that Register (ARMA Order 575 of 05.12.2019).
42. ARMA is granted access to the following global and regional international institutions: CARIN, Europol, StAR, BAMIN, ARIN-AP, ARIN-WCA, ARIN-CARIB, ARIN-WA, ARINSA, ARIN-EA. ARMA has free access to information held by state bodies, local governments. Under an agreements and memorandums signed by the ARMA, it has access to more than 40 registers and informational databases with restricted access, as well as to such international protected connection systems as I-SECOM, CONAN, SIRIUS.
43. The National Strategy of Assets Recovery and relevant Action Plan on its implementation are under development. These strategic documents shall become a ground for long-term planning, development and improvement of the system of recovery of delinquent assets and a road map for cooperation among state authorities in this sphere.
44. Action Plan to Ensure Implementation of the Resolution of the Conference of the States Parties to the UN Convention against Corruption “Strengthening of international cooperation on asset recovery and the administration of frozen, seized and confiscated assets” for 2020-2021 is approved (CMU Decree 1234 of 09.10.2020). The Action Plan has the range of legislative, organizational and other initiatives directed on improvement of the mechanisms for search and arrest of assets, management of arrested assets, assets confiscation and recovery, corruption prevention.
45. A draft law aimed at granting ARMA the right to obtain information about export-import operations of entities involved in foreign commercial activity via access to relevant automated informational systems (reg. No.3962) is under consideration of the Parliament.
46. During the whole period of activity, the overall assessed value of ARMA`s detected and searched assets is over 100 billion UAH. In 2020, in particular, the ARMA detected shares of the authorized capital in the value of 10.1 billion UAH, funds in the value of 5.8 billion UAH, 9 803 real estate objects, monetary assets valued at 130,8 million $ and 6.8 million EURO. ARMA manages assets valued at over 4 billion UAH. State budget revenue from the management of arrested assets is 33 million UAH, particularly over 12 million UAH in 2020. In 2019 the amount of assets transmitted to the ARMA`s administration increased twice compared to 2018, incomes from assets administration paid to the state budget were increased as well.
Review legislative provision about releasing financial declarations by NGOs (recommendations 92, 123)
47. The requirement to release financial declaration by the NGOs is abolished (Law 140 of 02.10.2019) in connection with the CCt Decision 3/2019 of June 6, 2019 which recognized certain legislative norms as unconstitutional.
JUDICIARY
Complete judicial reform; ensure the protection of judges from threats, intimidation and other external pressures that threaten their independence and impartiality; review the selection procedure for judges (recommendations 30, 94, 96, 97, 100, 110, 111, 122)
48. In 2018, the legislative stage of judicial reform was completed, including by amending the Constitution of Ukraine (in the section on justice) and adopting of a new Laws of Ukraine “On the Judiciary and the Status of Judges”, “On the High Council of Justice”. As a part of judicial reform, the transition to a three-tier system of courts was made, a new Supreme Court was formed, and the activities of higher specialized courts were terminated. The open competitions for judges were introduced. A new procedure for the formation of HCJ was adopted.

49. On December 15, 2017 new editions of the Commercial Code, the СiPС, the CAP came into force.
50. As part of judicial reform, the Law 193 “On Amendments to the Law of Ukraine “On the Judiciary and the Status of Judges” and certain laws of Ukraine on the activities of judicial authorities” was adopted by the Parliament on October 16, 2019. By the CCt Decisions 2/2020 of February 18, 2020 and 4/2020 of March 11, 2020 certain provisions of the above-mentioned Law, as well as other laws, were declared unconstitutional. In particular, it concerns the provisions on liquidation of the Supreme Court of Ukraine, changes in the number of members of the Supreme Court and the amount of remuneration of judges of this Court, status and organization of judicial authorities (HCJ and HQCJ), activities of the Integrity and Ethics Commission, procedures of disciplinary proceedings regarding the judge.

51.  The President of Ukraine submitted to the Parliament a draft law aimed at bringing the provisions of the legislation of Ukraine in line with the above-mentioned decision of the CCt and improving the procedures for the formation and operation of judicial administration authorities (reg. No.3711). On October 08, 2020 this draft received an approval 999/2020 of the Venice Commission.
52.  Following the requirements of the IMF and the EU memorandums and the above-mentioned CCt Decision, draft laws “On Amendments to Certain Laws of Ukraine on Improving the Procedure for Appointing Members of the High Council of Justice and Increasing the Institutional Capacity of the High Council of Justice” and “On Amendments to the CAP Concerning the Change of Jurisdiction and Consideration of Certain Categories of Administrative Cases” were prepared. These draft laws provide, in particular, for the improvement of the procedure for appointing HCJ members by the Expert Commission for the Selection of Candidates for HCJ Candidates to assess the candidate's compliance with the ethical standards established for a judge; carrying out by the specified Commission of one-time check of operating members of HCJ for conformity to the established ethical standards of the judge; change of conditions of activity of the Service of HCJ inspectors as an independent structural subdivision, which will carry out its activities on the basis of independence and impartiality, as well as extension of the powers of HCJ inspectors.
Regarding the formation of the judiciary

53.  Judges of local and appellate courts are subject to the qualification assessment procedure, which has become a constitutional requirement, according to the criteria of competence, integrity and professional ethics. The assessment procedure has been updated (HQCJ Decision 20 of 13.12.2018).
54.  As of the 4th quarter 2020, there are 5,421 judges in the courts, amounting to 73.4% of the determined number of judges. Based on the results of the assessment of compliance with the position, 45.4% of judges successfully passed the evaluation procedure, 1.4% didn’t pass, and for the rest the evaluation is ongoing. 

55.  In order to overcome the staff shortage of judges in some courts, the HCJ, for the period of absence of the authorized staff of the HQCJ, was granted the right to make decisions, in particular, on the assignment of a judge to another court, submission to the President of Ukraine of a proposal on the appointment of a judge, whose power was terminated owing to the expiration of the term for which he/she was appointed (Law 679 of 04.06.2020). The HCJ has decided to submit to the President of Ukraine a proposal for the appointment of 436 candidates applying for vacant positions of judges in local general courts.

56. Regarding the protection of judges
57. The СSS performs the functions of state security of judges and members of their families. There is an exchange of information with all cooperating authorities on possible threats to judges related to their professional activities, as well as assistance to the CSS during high-profile court hearings and protests near court buildings, bodies and institutions of the justice system.

58. During high-profile court hearings, officers of the CSS serve in courtrooms, escort judges from the office to the courtroom, to the deliberation room. During the judge's stay in the deliberation room, his protection is carried out to prevent the passage of unauthorized persons. If there is a threat related to the professional activity of a judge, his personal protection is provided.

Regarding taking measures to ensure independence of judges 
59.  A judge is obliged to notify the HCJ and the Prosecutor General of interference in his activities as a judge (Law “On the Judiciary and the Status of Judges”). 

60. In order to ensure the independence of judges and the authority of the judiciary, the HCJ publishes on its official website a register of reports of judges about interference in the activity of the judge in the administration of justice, verifies such notifications, publishes the results and makes appropriate decisions; submits to the relevant authority or officials information to identify and prosecute persons who have committed acts or omissions that violate the guarantees of independence of judges or undermine the authority of justice (Law “On the High Council of Justice”). 
61. From October 2016 to October 2020 the HCJ received 1 506 notifications of judges about interference in their activities. In 2020, the HCJ adopted 57 decisions on measures to ensure the independence of judges and the authority of justice; 195 conclusions were approved on the absence of grounds for taking such measures.

Regarding the prevention and overcoming of corruption, promotion of integrity in the judiciary
62.  The judge is obliged to submit a declaration of integrity of the judge and a declaration of family ties of the judge and to confirm the legality of the source of property. Judge's declaration is subject to mandatory full verification (Law “On the Judiciary and the Status of Judges”).

Regarding disciplinary complaints
63.  As of the 4th quarter 2020, the Disciplinary Chambers and members of the HCJ completed the consideration of 55 805 disciplinary complaints against a judge's disciplinary misconduct. As a result, it was made a decision to bring to disciplinary responsibility and apply disciplinary sanctions in the form of a warning against 214 judges, reprimands against 88 judges, severe reprimands against 60 judges, 32 judges were suspended, and 154 judges were dismissed.

Ensure functioning of the HACC (recommendations 114-122)

64. The HACC is established by the Law 2470 of June 21, 2018. Location, territorial jurisdiction and status of the HACC are defined by the Law 2447 of June 07, 2018 “On the High Anti-Corruption Court”. The HACC began to administer justice on September 05, 2019.

65. The CSS ensures daily security of buildings and premises of the HACC, as well as prevention of threats against judges and trial participants.

66. In 2020, the monthly average receipt of proceedings and cases is 919 and monthly average consideration of cases was 936 proceedings. The HACC completed consideration of 42 criminal proceedings, in which 17 verdicts were handed down. 18 persons were convicted and 1 person was acquitted by the HACC. In 2019 the monthly average receipt of proceedings and cases was 960 monthly average consideration of cases was 890 proceedings. The HACC completed consideration of 83 criminal proceedings, in which 11 verdicts were handed down with 10 persons convicted.

67. The HACC was granted power to manage objects of state ownership falling within its administration; legal regulation of the work of investigative judges was partially improved, particularly, it was established that investigative judges shall be elected for no longer than 2 years with possibility to be re-elected under personal voluntary consent of a judge; legislative preconditions to ensure the HACC with permanent situation premises are established (Laws 729, 730 of 18.06.2020). 
Improve access to justice for all Ukrainians, to ensure proper legal procedures (recommendations 98, 99, 110)
68. In order to improve access to justice, the Unified Judicial Information and Telecommunication System is being introduced in all courts of Ukraine. In 2020, the subsystems “Electronic Court” and “Electronic Cabinet” were put into trial operation in local and appellate courts, cassation administrative and commercial courts of the Supreme Court. There are more than 51 thousand registered users in the subsystem, more than 122 thousand applications are sent to the courts.

69.  In 2020, a videoconferencing system was introduced, which provides the possibility of remote participation of parties in court hearings, as well as the identification of persons with electronic signatures (Law 540 of 30.03.2020). More than 15 thousand users are registered in the system; more than 36,000 court hearings were held, including more than 9 000 with pretrial detention centers and penitentiary institutions.

70.  Citizens have access to justice and legal procedures through a wide network of FLA access points. There are 23 regional and 84 local secondary FLA centers, 429 legal aid bureaus and more than 2500 remote FLA access points. The number of visits to mobile counseling centers to provide assistance to certain categories of persons, who, due to limited mobility, cannot apply for legal assistance on their own, is increasing every year.

71.  In 2020, in order to inform citizens on the state-guaranteed opportunities to protect their rights, 13 516 publications were published in the media, 5 866 informational and explanatory events were held. Legal education activities are carried out, in particular, on the procedure for appealing to the court, the algorithm for appealing court decisions in absentia.

72.  Current legal information is posted on the reference and information platform of legal advice "WikiLegalAid". 1 875 legal consultations have been posted on the platform.

Ensure safety for lawyers and human rights defenders (recommendations 91, 94) 
73. Lawyers` rights and guarantees of the practice of law are enshrined in national legislation, particularly, a lawyer shall be guaranteed with the right to ensuring safety during participation within criminal justice (Law “On Advocacy and the Practice of Law”) and lawyers shall have a right to legal, organizational and technical and other measures conducted by the law enforcement agencies in order to secure life, housing, health and property of lawyers against unlawful interventions (Law “On Ensuring Safety of Persons Participating in Criminal Justice”).
74. In order to ensure the guarantees of the practice of law a criminal liability is established for intervening into the lawyer`s activity, intimidation or abuse against them, intentional destruction or damaging their property and infringement on their life in connection with activity related to provision of legal aid (art. 397-400 of the CC). According to the URPI data, in 2020 police investigators initiated 39 criminal proceedings under article 398 of the CC (intimidation or abuse against lawyer or legal representative) with 1 indictment sent to the court. Pre-trial investigation is ongoing within 27 criminal proceedings, out of them 4 proceedings are under Article 399 of the CC (intentional destruction or damaging of property of a lawyer or legal representative).
75. In 2020, police investigators initiated 27 criminal proceedings of criminal offences against civil society activists with 4 indictments sent to the court. In 2019, 75 criminal proceedings were initiated with 14 indictments sent to the court. Pre-trial investigation within 91 criminal proceedings is ongoing.

STRENGTHENING INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY OF THE OMBUDSMAN
Review the procedure for the selection of the Ombudsman (recommendation 30)

76. Draft law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine regarding the Parliamentary Commissioner for Human Rights” (reg. No.3312) is under consideration of the Parliament. This draft, inter alia, proposes to envisage that the right to nominate candidates for the position of the Ombudsman shall have not only the Chairman of the Parliament and MPs, but also human rights NGOs via submission of the electronic petition to the Parliament. This draft proposes that the voting for the Ombudsman shall be carried out by secret ballot.
Secure sufficient resources to the Ombudsman’s Office (recommendations 31, 32, 37)
77. Allocations for the functioning of the Ombudsman`s Office are increasing, in particular, the state budget of Ukraine for 2021 envisages 213.7 million UAH for the Ombudsman`s Office, which is twice more than in 2020.
Grant the NPM with the legal authority and practical means, including financial ones (recommendation 69)
78. The NPM is granted with sufficient powers regarding, inter alia, visiting places of detention without advance notification about time and purpose of the visit and without any limits of their quantity, interviewing detainees out-of-hearing and out-of-seeing by third parties.
79. From 2019 the state budget of Ukraine envisages for the Ombudsman`s Office a separate budget program for the implementation of the NPM mandate. Allocations for the NPM measures are increasing, in particular, state budget of Ukraine for 2021 envisages 3,2 million UAH for the NPM which is twice more than in 2020.
80. In 2019, the NPM carried out 711 monitoring visits to the places of detention of various spheres and types which is almost twice more than in 2018. Following the results of 99% of the visits the relevant state authorities were provided with recommendations to address revealed violations of detainees` rights. Following the revealed violations law enforcement bodies initiated pre-trial investigation in 63 criminal proceedings of unlawful actions of law enforcement officers and prosecutors, torture, infliction of bodily injuries, abuse of official position and abandoning in danger. In 2020, the NPM carried out over 700 monitoring visits, out of them almost 80% had purpose to monitor state of observance of human rights within places of detention during COVID-19 pandemic and observance of quarantine requirements.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE. Reformation of the law enforcement bodieS
Complete reform of the Prosecutor General’s Office and the State Security (recommendation 122) 

Prosecutor General`s Office
81. New structure – the PGO – was established. The maximum number of prosecutors was limited to 10 thousand persons. Requirements to the candidate for the position of the Prosecutor General were strengthened, particularly the requirements to have a university degree in law and legal work experience of at least 10 years were established (Law 113 of 19.09.2019 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine regarding Immediate Measures for Public Prosecutors Office Reformation”).
82. Attestation of the prosecutors of the PGO was carried out. There were 1339 prosecutors employed by the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine prior to holding a performance evaluation. About 45.5% prosecutors who have successfully passed the evaluation were re-employed in the PGO, while the rest, who failed to pass performance evaluation and didn’t match integrity criteria, were dismissed. In 2020, two stages of selection to the positions of the PGO prosecutors were performed.
83. The Department for Strategic Development, Reforming and Supervision Over Quality of Prosecutors` Work was established. In March 2020, substituting the National Prosecutor`s Academy of Ukraine, the Prosecutor`s Training Centre was established. Candidates for positions of prosecutors in the PGO within the first and second stages underwent internship there. Remote training for prosecutors is being performed as well.
SS 
84. A draft law “On Amendments to the Law on the Security Service of Ukraine regarding Improvement of Organization and Legal Grounds of Activity of the Security Service of Ukraine” (reg. No.3196 submitted by the President of Ukraine) is under consideration by the Parliament. This draft was elaborated, in cooperation with international partners, in order to increase institutional capacity of the SS with regard to maintaining state security. The draft proposes amendments on legal regulation of the SS activity, in particular, to optimize it`s organizational and staff structure, to introduce risks-oriented approach in counteracting threats to state security and to extend of information and analytical section of the SS activity.

Finalize the establishment of the SBI, provide it with necessary resources (recommendation 101)
85. The SBI has been operative since the end of November 2018.
86. In order to improve the SBI`s activity it was granted with the status of the state law enforcement agency and own operational units; the system of sole management was introduced; parliamentary oversight of the SBI`s activity is launched; the maximum staff of the SBI was increased (1600 persons) and grounds to bring administrative charges of the SBI’s staff were defined (Laws 2720 of 16.05.2019, 305 of 03.12.2019). 
87. Allocations for the SBI activity are increasing, in particular the state budget of Ukraine for 2020 envisages 58.5% more funding than in 2019. The state budget of Ukraine for 2021 has allocated twice as much funding to the SBI compared to 2020.

88. The SBI proceeds to take appropriate measures to ensure staffing, organizational and technical capacity. Candidates for positions as well as employed staff alleging of committing offences shall undergo psycho-physical examination with polygraph. As of 4th quarter 2020, the staffing rate of the Central Administration of the SBI is around 70%, the SBI`s territorial offices - 65%. Planned staffing rates by the end of 2020 are 85-90%. 
89. The Regulation of the SBI`s Public Oversight Council was approved (Presidential Decree 42/2020 of 05.02.2020), the Council began operating.

90. A draft law “On Amendments to the Law on the State Bureau of Investigations and the Law on the civil service with regard to bring certain provisions in line with the Constitution” (reg. No.4053) is under consideration by the Parliament. This draft proposes, inter alia, to define the status of the SBI as a central executive state authority with special status, competence of the Government on appointing the SBI director, as well as change the procedure of forming the selection commission performing the SBI`s director selection.

INVESTIGATION OF CRIMES DURING THE REVOLUTION OF DIGNITY 
Ensure progress in the investigations on the murders committed during the Maidan Revolution and in Odessa in May 2014, bring the perpetrators to justice (recommendations 103, 104)

Events of the Revolution of Dignity
91. The Department for Investigating Crimes Committed in Connection with Mass Riots in 2013-2014 was established within the SBI (Presidential Decree 41/2020 of 05.02.2020). As of 4th quarter 2020, the Department investigated 72 criminal proceedings, out of them in 35 proceedings the pre-trial investigation was suspended due to the search of suspects, in 37 pre-trial investigation was ongoing. 34 persons were notified of suspicion, including 22 law enforcement officials, 4 judges, 2 prosecutors, 6 civilians. In 2020, 15 indictments regarding 19 persons were sent to the court. 

92. The Department for Procedural Leadership in Criminal Proceedings on Offences Committed in Connection with Mass Riots in 2013-2014 was established within the GPO. Prosecutors of that Department conducted procedural leadership in 55 proceedings of that subject, in which 123 persons were notified of suspicion. In 2020, notices of suspicion were presented to 30 persons (3 judges, 24 law enforcement officer and 3 civilians). Pre-trial investigation was completed in 6 criminal proceedings prosecuting 7 persons. 13 indictments regarding 19 persons were sent to the court (6 judges, 11 law enforcement officers and 2 civilians). In 2020, 2 persons were incriminated in murder. 
Events of May 2014 in Odessa city
93. In the criminal proceeding regarding events of May 2014 in Odessa city the head of the Main Department of the MoIA in Odessa region and his deputy, the head of Odessa city department of the Main Department of the MoIA in Odessa region, the head of division of patrol service, the head of public order unit were brought to the criminal liability. Pre-trial investigation in that criminal proceeding is ongoing. The SBI`s investigators verify implication in committed crimes of over 50 public officials within the law enforcement bodies, state and local authorities. Set of expert examinations regarding implication of these persons in organization and participation in mass disruptions are being carried out.
94. In the context of investigation of another criminal proceeding of intentional leaving in danger by the staff of the Main Department of the SSES in Odessa region of people, who were in a state that endangered their life, 5 servicemen of the SSES in Odessa region were notified of suspicion. Indictments against 4 persons were sent to the court.

PREVENTION OF TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT
Prevent torture and illegal detention (recommendation 67)
95. Police units are equipped with stationary system of technical means of video monitoring, whereby the service offices, including premises designed for detainees, are under daily control. Premises within police units are equipped with 4475 surveillance cameras. The video files are stored within 30 days. Turning on of portative video recorder shall be done right from the beginning of execution of service duties or special police operation (MoIA Order 1026 of 18.12.2020).
96. The system “TDF Custody Records” is being used in all 133 TDFs. The pilot project on employment of human rights inspectors examining apprehended persons is being implemented within 4 TDF’s (cities of Dnipro, Sarny, Kherson, Kropyvnytskyi). Necessary video monitoring equipment and computers are installed in these TDFs.
97. Penitentiary institutions are being permanently inspected. Reports on the results of inspections indicate identified shortcomings and suggestions for their elimination. Internal service investigations regarding revealed facts if necessary are conducted.  
98. Methodology and standards for inspecting the effectiveness of penitentiary institutions, remand prisons, health care facilities and state enterprises of the SCES were approved. These documents were developed in line with international standards, principles and recommendations in the field of execution of criminal penalties (MoJ Order 3770/5 of 28.10.2020).
99. With the purpose of forming the records about convicted and remand prisoners, including data on medical aid provided, transfers, investigative actions concerning them, the Unified Register of Convicted and Remand Prisoners is being launched (CMU Decree 608 of 06.09.2017). Access to that Register is provided for 465 prison staff and 919 probation service staff.

100. Complains of convicted and remand prisoners shall be sent by address affiliation through administration of the prison within 3 days. Applications of remand and convicted prisoners regarding judicial appeal against decisions or actions of investigator or prosecutor, order of an investigative judge on selection of preventive measures or application of arrest shall be sent to the court within 1 day (MoJ Orders 1769/5 of 14.06.2019, 2823/5 of 28.08.2018).
101. Call-center is functioning in the MoJ, which, inter alia, records allegations of illegal actions or inactions by the prison staff. Observance of the rights of prisoners is one of the most frequently raised questions.
102. The GPO prosecutors carry out each ten days inspections of the SS detention facilities in order to detect the facts of illegal detention, torture, intimidation of detainees by the administration.

103. The GPO established the Department for Procedural Leadership in Criminal Proceedings on Torture and Other Severe Violations of Citizens` Rights by the Law Enforcement. One of the purposes of that Department is oversight over compliance with legislation during pre-trial investigation in criminal proceedings connected with torture and other severe violations of rights of citizens by the law enforcement.
104. As of 4th quarter 2020, the public prosecutors, in particular in order to prevent ill-treatment against apprehended persons, pre-trial detainees and prisoners, released 27 illegally detained persons, submitted over 5.8 thousand reaction acts, brought to responsibility over 4.1 thousand public officials, released 76 detainees from solitary confinement cells and disciplinary punishment cells.
105. Firm messages are permanently delivered to the law enforcement officers and prison staff that any form of ill-treatment of detainees and prisoners is unacceptable. On June 04, 2020, for the first time, a coordination meeting of all law enforcement agencies was held to examine the state of combating torture by the law enforcement officers.

Investigate cases of torture, enforced disappearances, arbitrary detention by law enforcement agencies; bring the perpetrators to justice (recommendations 62, 67, 68, 100, 105, 106, 107)
106. Since the beginning of its operation, the SBI conducted a pre-trial investigation of more than 2 600 criminal proceedings for crimes of the use of torture and other ill-treatment committed by law enforcement officers, 151 of them under Art.127 of the CC (torture). 90 indictments were sent to the court against 163 people, including 8 cases against 23 people under Art.127 of the CC (5 in 2019), others under Art.365 (2) (excess of power or official authority by a law enforcement officer), Art.371 (knowingly illegal detention, pretext, house arrest or imprisonment), 374 (violation of the right to defense) of the CC.

107. In 2020, 45 proceedings were registered of torture by law enforcement officers and 1952 of abuse of power related to the use of violence. Suspicion of torture was reported to 21 people (in 2019 the number of such persons was 4), 23 suspicions of illegal detention (in 2019 - 4), 129 suspicions of abuse of authority related to violence (in 2019 - 65). A total of 6 criminal proceedings for torture, 67 for abuse of power, and 11 for illegal detention were sent to court.

108. Amendments were made to statistical reporting and management procedure for URPI in order to keep separate statistics for allegations and reports of torture by law enforcement officers, as well as inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of criminal offenses in this category. An Instruction on the procedure for interaction between prosecutors, SBI investigators and the Commissioner for the ECtHR during the pre-trial investigation of criminal offenses related to torture or ill-treatment has been drafted. Draft Maps of primary fixation of external damages and Instructions for its completion based on the principles and procedures of the Istanbul Protocol were introduced.

109. The mechanism for obtaining information by the prosecutor's office on possible human rights violations by law enforcement agencies was improved. Information from medical institutions regarding requests for medical assistance from citizens, who reported that they had been injured by law enforcement officers, is processed. The media and social networks are monitored for publications on illegal actions of law enforcement officers.

110. Internal security units of the police take preventive measures, which, in particular, are aimed at preventing and detecting the facts of torture and ill-treatment, illegal detention of citizens. In 2019, more than 18 000 raids (sudden inspections) were conducted, as a result of which 2 923 police officers were brought to disciplinary responsibility, of which 128 were dismissed from the police service, more than 15 000 individual interviews with employees, and 5 000 personal training sessions were conducted. In 2020, police units carried out 2 533 such measures.

111. On November 03, 2020, legislation regulating the admission of authorized representatives of pre-trial investigation bodies and the prosecutor's office to the area of JFO to fulfill the authority assigned to them by the CPC (Law 948) had been amended.
Implement provisions on the criminalization of enforced disappearances into national legislation (recommendations 65, 66)
112. On August 2, 2018 the Law 2505 “On the Legal Status of Missing Persons” entered into force, which supplemented the CC with Art.146-1 “Enforced Disappearance”. The article defines illegal actions that are considered as enforced disappearance (arrest, detention, abduction or imprisonment of a person in any form). Given the Russia aggression, this article also identifies representatives of a foreign state as perpetrators of enforced disappearances.

113. The Law also provides for the establishment of the Commission on Persons Missing in Special Circumstances and the Unified Register of Persons Missing in Special Circumstances. In 2019, the first meeting of the Commission members took place. Approved the procedures for maintaining the Unified Register (CMU Resolution 726 of 14.08.2019) and the formation and operation of search teams (CMU Resolution 802 of 21.08.2019).
114. According to the URPI, since the adoption of the abovementioned amendments to the CC (in 2018), police investigators have initiated 127 criminal proceedings on the facts of enforced disappearance of persons (the largest number of which is 76 in the Donetsk region). Pre-trial investigation is underway in 113 criminal proceedings. To date, suspicions in these criminal proceedings have not been reported. The materials of the criminal proceedings were not sent to the court for consideration on the merits. The difficulty in such proceedings is the lack of access to the direct crime scenes, the presence of witnesses on the TOT, as well as persons who may be involved in the commission of such crimes (potential suspects).

115. Since the beginning of the Russian armed aggression against Ukraine (2014), police investigators have initiated more than 7.4 thousand criminal proceedings on the facts of disappearance (Art.115 of the CC with an additional mark “missing”) of more than 7.8 thousand people (of which 7 thousand - civilians) and more than 4 thousand criminal proceedings for illegal imprisonment, hostage-taking and enforced disappearance of more than 4.4 thousand people (Art.146, 147, 146-1 of the CC) (more than 3.3 thousand of them - civilians). More than 3200 illegally imprisoned persons were released from captivity and more than 5200 missing persons were found alive.

116. In 2020, police investigators initiated 1300 criminal proceedings on the facts of the disappearance in the TOT of Ukraine of 1700 civilians and 75 servicemen, as well as 2200 criminal proceedings initiated on the facts of illegal deprivation of freedom of 1 thousand civilians and 78 servicemen.

117. According to the results of the pre-trial investigation in 145 (out of the total number of opened) criminal proceedings opened on the facts of illegal imprisonment and hostage-taking, indictments were drawn up, in 2 proceedings coercive measures of medical nature were applied, in 5 proceedings reconciliation agreements were concluded between the victim and suspects which were sent to court for consideration.

118. National Police investigators also launched a pre-trial investigation into 848 criminal proceedings over the discovery of unidentified corpses at the TOT. Indictments were sent to the court in 7 criminal proceedings of this category, 367 are currently under pre-trial investigation.

119. Immediate measures are taken on the fact of disappearance on the territory of the ATO/JFO, in particular, the fact of stay of the missing person on the TOT of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the presence of means of communication with him are checked, biological samples are taken from relatives of such persons.

120. In course of investigations, investigators, inter alia, took more than 1 thousand biological samples, which were placed in the central account of human genetic traits; assigned more than 1 thousand genetic and molecular examinations. As a result, 991 persons have been identified, of which 552 are in proceedings under investigation by police investigators.
121. Presidential Decree 495/2020 of November 11, 2020 “On Measures of Protection of the Rights and Interests of Missing Persons in Special Circumstances, Victims of Enforced Disappearances, Members of their Families” instructed the Government, in particular, to develop a comprehensive plan of protection of the rights and interests of missing persons in special circumstances, victims of enforced disappearances and their families with the involvement of representatives of human rights organizations and family members of defenders of Ukraine who died or went missing.

Improve the conditions of detention of prisoners and detainees (recommendations 70, 71)
Detention regime
122. New Internal Prison and Pretrial Investigation Center Rules were approved. The new rules, inter alia, expand the list of foodstuffs, allowed for the use services, items and things that detainees and convicts can receive in parcels and buy. It is allowed, in particular, to use refrigerators in pre-trial detention centers, multi-cookers in penitentiary institutions, to install sports equipment in playgrounds, medical staff to carry video recorders to record injuries, defenders and lawyers to carry laptops and printing devices. The right to appeal to the administration of the penitentiary institution with a request to submit a motion for parole or to replace the remaining part of the sentence with a milder one was introduced (MoJ Orders 2823/5 of 28.08.2018, 1769/5 of 14.06.2019).
123. Prisoners were given the right to use e-mail, IP-telephony, video communication via the Internet (MoJ Order 3233/5 of 19.10.2017).
Conditions of detention 

124. In 2019, 147 facilities were overhauled and 1,263 facilities were renovated. In 2020, 193 dormitories and regime buildings, 27 bath and laundry complexes, 5 medical units, 14 warehouses, 7 boiler houses, 41 canteens, 13 objects of external engineering networks were renovated. It is planned to start designing a pretrial detention center in Kyiv region to detain 1,000 persons.

125. An experimental project has been introduced, according to which detainees are provided with improved living conditions and food on a voluntary basis for an appropriate fee (CMU Resolution 305 of 22.04.2020). The funds received under the project are used to repair the premises of the pre-trial detention centers in order to create appropriate conditions for other detainees.

126. Draft law “On Amendments to the Law on pre-trial detention” (concerning the implementation of certain CoE standards)” (reg. No.0882) is pending the second reading by the Parliament. The draft stipulates that the norm of the area in the cell for 1 detainee cannot be less than 4 m2 (excluding the area of the sanitary unit) and for a pregnant woman or a woman with child - 4.5 m2. Cells smaller than 6 m2 should not be used.

127. Draft laws amending certain legislative acts of Ukraine and the CPC regarding the application of forced feeding measures to remand and convicted prisoners (reg. No.4323, 4324) are under consideration of the Parliament. 
128. During the reform of the National Police the TDFs in which conditions of detention didn’t meet the established requirements were abolished. In the existing 133 TDFs measures were taken to improve material, medical, sanitary and anti-epidemic provision of detention. Since 2017, after the completion of construction, reorganization and overhaul, 6 new TDFs premises have been put into operation. In 2020, 2 TDFs were reconstructed and 6 TDFs were repaired.
129. Amendments were made to the Instruction on the organization of the activity of the duty service of the National Police, which provides for the supply of drinking water to persons detained in the rooms of detainees for more than 3 hours (MoIA Order 100 of 06.02.2020).

130. In 2020, fire safety was improved in TDPFS, sanitary and medical supplies in 61 TDPFS, means of control over observance of the regime in 11 TDPFS, rooms for detainees were renovated in 22 TDPFS and furniture was replaced in 4 TDPFS.

131. Appropriate conditions were created in the SS TDF where the living conditions comply with the rules of sanitation and hygiene.

Nutrition 

132. The outdated norms of nutrition for persons in places of detention were updated, the range has been diversified and the amount of food has been increased (CMU Resolution 1150 of 27.12.2018; comes into force on 01.01.2022).
Resocialization of prisoners

133. To engage prisoners in physical culture and sports, sports grounds are equipped in 100% of prisons, stadiums in 61% of prisons and gyms in 58% of prisons.

134. The library fund of prisons has 913 thousand copies of literature and averages to more than 17 books per 1 convict.

135. To engage prisoners in cultural events in penitentiaries, 368 amateur art groups and sections were organized, 13 brass bands and 36 vocal and instrumental ensembles are functioning. In 2020, with the assistance of NGOs, more than 15 000 events were held, in which more than 42 000 prisoners participated. 
136. In 2019, 76% of the total number of prisoners participated in the program of differentiated educational impact and 28 thousand ones completed training in certain programs. In 2020, 80% of the total number of prisoners participated in these programs and almost 24 thousand ones completed training in certain programs.

137. Penitentiary probation is being introduced. It provides support and assistance in resolving social and domestic issues for prisoners preparing for release in order to improve the results of their social rehabilitation and prevent recidivism. Juvenile probation centers were established to ensure the interests of children in conflict with the law.

138. In 2018, three types of probation programs were approved for adult probation subjects: “Overcoming aggressive behavior”, “Changing criminal thinking” and “Preventing the use of drugs” (MoJ Order 1798/5 of 11.06.2018). In 2019, the probation program for adults “Formation of life skills” was approved by the MoJ Order 3234/5 of October 23, 2019.
139. In 2020, 1096 persons were trained to implement probation programs, probation staff received more than 560 court decisions which oblige the subjects of probation to comply with the measures provided by the probation program.

140. Persons released from prisons are provided with material assistance and employment assistance. In 2019, almost 5 thousand prisoners were provided with financial assistance totaling 615 000 UAH. Marriages of 301 prisoners were registered in order to establish social ties. 35% of the total number of released persons was employed. In 2020, financial assistance was provided in the amount of 433 000 UAH, 39% of the total number of released prisoners was employed. In order to establish social ties, the marriages of 83 prisoners were registered.

Healthcare

141.  Since 2017, medical staff in prisons have been demilitarized and ceased the subordination to the prison administration. Medical staff has the right to make independent decisions about the treatment of detainees and prisoners. Examinations of remand and convicted prisoners shall be carried out by a medical professional beyond the hearing and visibility of non-medical staff.

142. The Procedure for Organizing Medical Care for Prisoners was updated (MoJ, MoH Joint Order 2256/5/1491 of 01.07.2020), which, inter alia, updated the list of indications and contraindications for referring patients to specialized and multidisciplinary hospitals (wards), as well as a list of diseases that are the basis for submitting to the court of the materials on the release from imprisonment.

143. There are 9 multidisciplinary and 7 anti-tuberculosis hospitals, 97 medical units in penitentiary institutions and pre-trial detention centers. Hospitals and units are equipped with the necessary medical equipment.
144. Particular attention is paid to the treatment of prisoners with tuberculosis, HIV and drug-addiction. Patients are being provided with antiretroviral therapy and anti-tuberculosis drugs in full until December 2021.

145. Medical care is fully provided in the SS TDFs. Medical examinations comply with the requirements of confidentiality and medical confidentiality - medical examinations are carried out in a separate room behind closed doors, without the presence of outsiders. During inspection all bodily injuries are recorded.

HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE TOT AND OF IDPs

Ensure that the parties to the conflict adhere to the principles of IHL. Refrain from actions that threaten the civilian population (recommendations 56, 57)

146. Strict observance of IHL norms is defined as a duty of military servicemen (Law “On the Charter of the Internal Service of the AFU”). 

147. The Instruction on the Procedure for Implementing the IHL Norms, which applies to the AFU and the National Guard during their tasks to ensure national security and defense, repel and deter Russia`s armed aggression, was approved by the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine Order 164 of March 23, 2017. In 2020, 8 in-depth seminars on IHL were held for military lawyers and command officers. In 2019, 1 392 military servicemen received training on  IHL. 

148. A working group collecting and summarizing information on cases of injuries and deaths of civilians is active in the JFO area, which provides recommendations to the military authorities on measures to prevent casualties among the civilian population (JFO Commander`s Order 851 of 28.12.2018). Since its effective operation, 69 civilian casualties have been recorded on the Government-controlled territory. In 2020, 4 civilians were injured, 2 shelling of settlements were recorded, as a result of which 28 houses were damaged in the JFO area.

149. Since the beginning of the JFO, in order to protect civilians, the SSES cleansed more than 10.3 thousand hectares of territory, 39.3 hectares of rivers and inland waters and destroyed more than 70.1 thousand explosive devices. In 2020, units of the AFU cleared the area of 450,563 hectares from explosive devices, destroyed 17 853 pieces.

150. In 2019, 439 mine safety classes were held for children and their parents as part of measures to create safe living and working conditions for civilians in 206 settlements in the JFO area. In 2020, 1,095 such classes were held in 213 settlements.

151. Draft law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning the Implementation of Norms of International Criminal and Humanitarian Law” (reg. No.2689) was adopted in the 1st reading. The draft aims at implementing norms of international law on criminal prosecution for international crimes (genocide, crime of aggression, crimes against humanity, war crimes) and fulfilling of international obligations to prevent legal and actual impunity for their commitment.

Take measures for resolving the conflict peacefully, fulfilling the obligations under the "Minsk Agreements" (recommendation 59)
152. Ukraine  maintains every effort to continue the peace settlement, inter alia, dialogue in the "Norman format" that has been intensified at the level of political advisers to heads of state, government and foreign ministers (Berlin on 02.06.2020; 03.07.2020; 11.09.2020. Paris on 12.06.2020) as well as using the TCG consultations platform.

153. Ukraine has taken a number of steps to make progress in the negotiation process: the text of the so-called “Steinmeier formula” was agreed; the Law “On the special order of local self-government in certain areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions” was prolonged until December 31, 2021; the process of withdrawal of forces and means on three pilot sites was completed; the level of the Ukrainian delegation at the TCG negotiations was increased due to the inclusion of senior officials of the Government of Ukraine and heads of Parliamentary committees; Ukrainian delegation included well-known representatives of certain districts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, who were forced to leave their homes and leave the occupied territory as a result of the war. These efforts, despite the active encouragement and support of the international community and our partners, have not seen a reciprocity from the Russian Federation. Russian military presence in the occupied territories and along the perimeter of Ukraine's borders strengthens. Militarization of Crimea, waters of the Azov and Black Seas continues. Transferring of military units, mercenaries, and weapons to the occupied Donbass doesn`t stop. The OSCE constantly records these cases on uncontrolled area of the Ukrainian-Russian border. All aforementioned poses a threat of destabilization not only to Ukraine but also to the European continent as a whole.

154. According to the agreements of the TCG dated July 27, 2020 additional measures were introduced to strengthen the regime of full and comprehensive ceasefire, which, inter alia, prohibits the deployment of heavy weapons in settlements, their environs, on civilian infrastructure (including schools, kindergardens and hospitals). Proposals for 19 new demining sites and 4 areas of dilution of forces and means were developed and agreed upon.

155. The AFU constantly monitors the regime of complete and comprehensive ceasefire by subordinate military units. At the same time, since the beginning of the ceasefire, 274 cases of its violation by illegal armed formations subordinated to Russia and Russian armed forces have been registered. Situation in the JFO area remains under control. Since then, police investigators in Donetsk region have launched a pre-trial investigation in 9 criminal proceedings under Art.258 of the CC (terrorist act), and 1 criminal proceeding under Art.438 of the CC (violation of the laws and customs of war).

Use all tools and mechanisms to protect the rights and freedoms of persons living in TOT, while taking diplomatic and political measures aimed at restoring the territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders (recommendation 63)
156. According to the international law and legislation of Ukraine, liability for violation of human and civil rights and freedoms in the TOT of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, certain districts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions is responsibility of the Russian Federation as an occupying power (Laws 2268 of 18.01.2018 “On the Peculiarities of State Policy to Ensure State Sovereignty of Ukraine on the Temporarily Occupied Territories of Donetsk and Luhansk Regions”, “On Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Citizens and the Legal Regime in the Temporarily Occupied Territory of Ukraine”).
157. Ukraine continues to implement its positive commitments to ensure the protection of human rights of people living in TOT. The protection of Ukraine’s interests in the ECtHR continues, there are 4 inter-state cases of Ukraine against Russia regarding Crimea, Eastern Ukraine, abduction of orphans on the TOT in Donetsk and Luhansk regions and displacing them to Russia, political prisoners and capturing Ukrainian sailors.

158. In 2020, the mandate of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission was extended for 1 year and the mandate of the UN Monitoring Mission for Human Rights in Ukraine was extended for regular 6-month period as well. Ukraine continues to insist on full unimpeded access of these international missions to the entire territory of Ukraine, including to its temporarily occupied territories, however Russia blocks this initiative. Russia thwarted the initiative to conduct a joint patrol of Ukraine's positions on the demarcation line on September 10, 2020 and did not agree to a similar patrol of the demarcation line from the TOT of Donbass.

159. Ukraine is taking measures to release hostages and illegal detainees at the TOT. On September 7, 2019, during the exchange of captives between Ukraine and Russia, 35 political prisoners of Russia returned to Ukraine, including O.Sentsov and Ukrainian sailors captured by Russia near the Kerch Strait. After the summit of heads of States in the “Normandy format” (09.12.2019), the next stage of release of Ukrainian prisoners of war and other illegally detained persons at the TOT was provided (there were 2 stages of release: in December 2019 and April 2020).
160. The Action Plan aimed at implementing some principles of the state internal policy regarding the TOT of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol was approved (CMU Decree 218 of 28.03.2018). As part of its implementation, inter alia, a draft act is being developed, which proposes to provide for the possibility of submitting documents by a person whose place of residence is registered on the TOT to the territorial division of the SMS, the authorized entity at the place of application, and to establish that the applicant who applies for a passport of a citizen of Ukraine for the first time after reaching 18 years of age in the absence of a birth certificate may submit an extract from the State Register of Civil Status of citizens on state registration of birth.

161. As part of the realization of the action plan aimed at implementing some principles of state policy in certain areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions (CMU Resolution 8 of 11.01.2017) an online platform "Portal of Economic and Social Recovery" was launched. The platform has up to 2 thousand projects aimed at overcoming the consequences of the conflict. A mechanism to provide water to the residents of Luhansk region was developed. Damaged critical infrastructure facilities in Donetsk and Luhansk regions were restored. The action plan for the implementation of the Strategy for the IDP Integration and Implementation of Long-term Decisions on Internal Displacement for the period up to 2020 (CMU Resolution 944 of 21.11.2018) and the State Target Program for Restoration and Peacebuilding in the Eastern Regions of Ukraine were approved (CMU Resolution 1071 of 13.12.2017). The Strategy for the IDPs Integration and Implementation of Long-term Decisions on Internal Displacement for the period up to 2023 with relevant Action Plan are being developed.

162. The procedures for entering and leaving the TOT, and moving goods from this territories were simplified. The issue of providing humanitarian aid to meet the priority needs of people living in TOT was settled (CMU Resolutions 474 of 05.06.2019; 1157 of 12.12.2019; 815 of 17.07.2019; 62 of 29.01.2020; MRoTOT Orders 51, 52 of 14.07.2020). Two new entry-exit checkpoints were opened on the demarcation line on November 10, 2020.

163. Amendments were made to the Law of Ukraine “On Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Citizens and the Legal Regime in the Temporarily Occupied Territory of Ukraine”, which, inter alia, enshrined the right of Ukrainian citizens living in the TOT and settlements on the line of contact at the expense of the state budget (Law 2745 of 06.06.2019).

164. Draft law “On Amendments to Certain Laws of Ukraine on the Exercise of the Right to a Pension” (reg. No.2083) is under consideration of the Parliament. Draft proposes to simplify the procedures for proving the right to pensions and providing paper documents for persons who have been forced to leave their place of residence due to the armed conflict and to regulate the regime and procedure for receiving pensions for pensioners who remain living on the TOT.

165. The Government submitted to the Parliament a draft Parliamentary Resolution “On Some Issues of Protection of the Right to Freedom of Thought and Religion of Believers of the Crimean Diocese of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine and Preservation of the Cathedral of Saints Prince Volodymyr and Princess Olga” (reg. No.3447). The draft proposes to temporarily, for the period of the Law “On Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Citizens and the Legal Regime in the Temporarily Occupied Territory of Ukraine”, transfer the noted cathedral from the property of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea to the state property. The proposed legal mechanism will create grounds for Ukraine to resolve other issues related to the operation or disposal of facilities owned by the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, protection of Ukraine's interests and protection of the rights of citizens residing in the occupied Crimea and the city of Sevastopol.

Simplify access to state administrative services for residents of Crimea, allow citizens of Ukraine to move freely between Crimea and the rest of Ukraine (recommendation 60)
166. The procedure of entry/exit to/from the occupied Crimea and Sevastopol for children under 16 years of age for registration of identity documents and confirmation of citizenship of Ukraine, as well as for obtaining a certain level of education in other regions of Ukraine was improved (CMU Resolutions 474 of 05.06.2019; 1157 of 24.12.2019).

167. Draft law “On Exemption from Administrative Liability of persons for Late Submission of an Application for State Registration of the Birth of a Child Born on the TOT” (reg. No.3714) is under consideration of the Parliament.

168. The court procedure for establishing the fact of birth or death of a person that took place at the TOT provides for immediate consideration by the courts of such cases and their immediate execution by the departments of state registration of civil status acts and the ability to submit applications to a wide range of persons (parents, relatives, their representatives) to any court outside the TOT. Applicants in cases of establishing such facts are exempt from paying court fees. Based on court decisions, the departments of civil status registration in 2018 registered 3 096 births and 729 deaths that occurred in the TOT of Crimea and Sevastopol, in 2019 – 3 660 births and 761 deaths; in 2020 – 1 376 births and 372 deaths.

169. Draft law “On Amendments to Legislative Acts Concerning the Introduction of the Administrative Procedure for State Registration of Birth and Death Facts Occurred at the TOT” (reg. No.3713) is under consideration by the Parliament. This draft stipulates, inter alia, to change the wording of Art.9(3) of the Law “On Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Citizens and the Legal Regime in the TOT of Ukraine” providing that any act and document issued by bodies and / or persons on the TOT is invalid and does not create legal consequences, except for documents confirming the fact of birth or death of a person on the TOT, which are attached in accordance with the application for state registration of birth of a person or the application for state registration of death of a person.

Develop a mechanism for providing civilian population victims with appropriate remedies, including compensation (recommendation 102)
170.  Individuals, regardless of their registration as IDPs, legal entities, the state of Ukraine, territorial communities of administrative units located on the TOT in Donetsk and Luhansk regions and state authorities retain ownership, other property rights to property on the TOT in Donetsk and Luhansk regions (Law 2268 of 01.01.2018 “On Peculiarities of State Policy to Ensure the State Sovereignty of Ukraine on the Temporarily Occupied Territories in Donetsk and Luhansk Regions”).

171. The Procedure for providing and defining the amount of financial assistance to victims of emergencies and the amount of monetary compensation to victims whose houses (apartments) were destroyed as a result of a military emergency caused by armed aggression of the Russian Federation and the Procedure for the use of funds provided in the state budget for monetary compensation to the abovementioned victims were approved. IDPs, among other people, have a right to receive monetary compensation for destroyed housing. Commissions for the inspection of housing destroyed as a result of a military emergency caused by armed aggression of the Russian Federation and commissions dealing with the issue of providing monetary compensation to victims were set up (CMU Resolution 767 of 02.09.2020). In 2020, commissions for the payment of monetary compensation decided to provide it to 74 victims, who were owners of 67 houses. The total amount of compensation paid was 19.9 million UAH. The issue of establishing a register of destroyed housing is being considered.

172. The Procedure for the implementation of social and legal protection of persons deprived of liberty as a result of the armed aggression against Ukraine, after their release was established, as well as Procedures for the implementation of measures for psychological rehabilitation, social and professional adaptation of Ukrainian citizens taken hostage as a result of the armed aggression against Ukraine, as well as  for the persons deprived of liberty for political reasons or taken prisoner of war in connection with the protection of independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine after their release (CMU Resolution 1122 of 11.12.2019).

173. The Procedure for using state budget funds for measures to protect and ensure the rights and interests, social rehabilitation of persons deprived of personal freedom by illegal armed forces, the occupying administration and/or Russian authorities on the TOT and/or the territory of Russia with relation to public or political activities of such persons, as well as support of these persons and members of their families was established (CMU Resolution 328 of 08.04.2018). Applicants were paid the amount of 7.7 million UAH in total.

174. The mechanism for granting the status of a child affected by hostilities and armed conflicts was improved. The right to receive such status has a child who as a result of hostilities and armed conflicts received injuries, contusions, suffered physical and sexual violence; was abducted or illegally displaced out from Ukraine; involved in military and armed formations or illegally detained, in particular in captivity; suffered psychological violence (CMU Resolution 268 of 05.04.2017).
175. The right of children affected by hostilities or armed conflict, IDPs and citizens of Ukraine who have applied for registration as IDPs to free secondary legal aid (representation of interests in courts, other state bodies, preparation of procedural documents) is being implemented (Law "On Free Legal Aid").
176. From 2017 to the 4th quarter 2020, 23.3 thousand decisions were made on the provision of secondary FLA on applications from IDPs and 107 from persons who applied for registration as IDPs. IDPs most often applied for legal assistance in family, administrative, pension, inheritance and labor law and in resolving disputes under the civil law.

177. From 2018 to the 4th quarter 2020 secondary FLA was provided under 5 applications received from the legal representatives of children affected by the armed conflict.

178. FLA remote access points, where citizens receive explanations on legal issues and assistance in drafting legal documents, have been set up near the TOT entry/exit checkpoints. Most often, people request information to clarify the procedure for applying for a permission to move into the JFO area, restoration of social benefits, obtaining Ukrainian birth certificate, restoration of lost documents, divorce from a person living on the TOT. As of the 4th quarter 2020, the total number of persons who received FLA at such remote access points amounted to more than 25 000 people.

Support efforts to prevent human rights violations in Crimea and Donbas by facilitating access for observers, human rights defenders and journalists. Investigate allegations of abuse by Ukrainian forces (recommendation 61)
179. In 2019, the Procedure for entry/exit to/from the TOT of Donetsk and Luhansk regions was approved, which provides for the receipt of representatives of international organizations, journalists, human rights activists to cross the line of demarcation along the route and back (CMU Resolution 815 of 17.07.2019). According to the Procedure of entry/exit to/from the TOT of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, representatives of international organizations, journalists, human rights activists have access to occupied Crimea under special permission. International organizations receive such permits in agreement with the MFA. The permission shall be issued by the SMS for a period of 1 year. Journalists receive such a permit with the consent of the MRoTOT, such permission is ad hoc (CMU Resolution 367 of 04.06.2015).

180. Nowadays, entry/exit into/from the TOT for foreigners and stateless persons is carried out through checkpoints via passport and a special permission issued by the SMS within 5 working days from the date of receipt. In 2018, the SMS issued 2 194 special permissions to foreigners and stateless persons to enter and leave the TOT of Ukraine, in 2019 – 2 038 special permissions and during 10 months of 2020 – 563 special permissions.

181. The MRoTOT is working on the introduction of remote submission of documents to obtain a request/approval for further registration of a special permission for entry into the TOT of Crimea for foreigners and stateless persons.
182. The Military Prosecutor's Office in the area of the JFO is taking measures aimed at legal protection of human and civil rights and freedoms, property, public order and public safety. Appropriate procedural decisions are made on the basis of reports of crimes committed, in particular against the civilian population, by the AFU servicemen and other military formations.

183. From the middle of 2017 to November 1, 2020, in the JFO area under the procedural guidance of military prosecutors (specialized prosecutor’s offices in the military and defense sphere) pre-trial investigation was conducted in 334 criminal proceedings of this category, including 131 murder, bodily harm and unlawful deprivation of freedom, 52 proceedings - against the property of a person (theft, robbery, robbery, illegal possession of a vehicle), 81 - against traffic safety and operation of transport, as well as 70 for other crimes. As a result of the pre-trial investigation, 152 indictments were sent to the court, convictions were handed down in 77 proceedings, and others are under consideration. 112 criminal proceedings were closed. The pre-trial investigation is ongoing in 70 proceedings.

Record cases of human rights violations, including extrajudicial killings, illegal detention, torture, and gender-based violence committed by the Russia in eastern Ukraine. Conduct an investigation. Bring the perpetrators to justice (recommendations 109, 108)
184. Since the beginning of the international armed conflict in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, Russia committed killings of civilians and prisoners of war, ill-treatment of civilians, torture, shelling of civilian facilities and infrastructure, forced passportization, looting of national sanctuaries in the occupied territories, and the use of means of warfare prohibited by the international law. According to these facts, a pre-trial investigation is underway in the framework of 173 criminal proceedings under Art.438 of the CC.

185. Law enforcement agencies completed an investigation and sent to court 14 criminal proceedings against 32 people for the creation of a terrorist group or terrorist organization 
(7 proceedings under Art.258, 258-3 of the CC), participation in armed groups not provided by law (3 proceedings under Art.260 of the CC) and the conduct of aggressive war or aggressive hostilities (4 proceedings under Art.437 of the CC). Convictions were handed down in 3 proceedings against 7 people. The trial of other proceedings is ongoing.

186. During one of these criminal proceedings 60 places of illegal detention of Ukrainian servicemen and civilians and more than 3 500 people (of whom 1,700 were civilians) who were illegally held captive and subjected to torture, ill-treatment and inhuman treatment were found. In this and other criminal proceedings, 26 people were prosecuted, including 22 people for violating the laws and customs of war, 11 indictments were sent to court, and 2 people were convicted.

187. In 2018-2020, 91 citizens of the Russian Federation were identified to be involved in armed aggression  in certain areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, including participation in the “DNR/LNR” terrorist organizations and their illegal armed groups created and controlled by the Russian Federation. As of the 4th quarter 2020, 30 indictments against citizens of Russia were sent to the courts, and convictions were handed down by courts against 16 citizens of the Russia.

188. Since the temporarily occupation of Crimea, more than 320 cases of illegal imprisonment and violation of the inviolability of housing or other property of a person have been established. There are 40 cases of violations of the right to life and health against 8 people and 10 cases of torture and ill-treatment of 21 people are under investigation. 203 proceedings are being investigated on 305 cases of illegal imprisonment and violations of the inviolability of housing by the Russia`s occupying administration. 17 cases involving crimes against journalists and bloggers are being investigated. The investigation in criminal proceedings on the fact of creation and activity on TOT of Crimea of armed formations not provided by the laws of Ukraine proceeds (900 persons are found; 235 persons are notified suspicion under Art.260 (2) of the CC).

189. Law enforcement agencies are investigating criminal proceedings on the facts of illegal seizure of property belonging to the state of Ukraine and private individuals. According to calculations, the amount of damage caused by the temporary occupation of Crimea, excluding lost profits, is amounting 1,080 trillion UAH. During the investigation it was established that the Russia`s occupying power on the basis of decisions of occupying courts deprived 3779 persons of the property rights to land plots.

190. Law enforcement agencies are investigating the illegal movement of orphans and children deprived of parental care, including through illegal adoption. According to the investigation, in 2014, 12 consents were signed for the admission of children from boarding schools in the occupied Crimea: 7 children from 10 months to 8 years old have been displaced to Russia.

191. The right to education in Ukrainian language is being violated on the occupied Crimea. None of the 7 Ukrainian schools that functioned in Crimea before the occupation is working now. 

192. There are violations of the laws and customs of war in the occupied Crimea. 230 criminal proceedings are being investigated for violations of human rights and freedoms by the Russia`s occupying authorities, 55 of them – under Art.438 of the CC. They include, inter alia, murders, prolonged unlawful detentions, deprivations of the right to a fair trial, unlawful and retrospective application of criminal law, tortures, ill-treatment, unlawful deportation, transfer of prisoners, illegal conscription into the Russian armed forces and misappropriation of public and private property, cultural values.

193. The Prosecutor’s Office of the International Criminal Court is constantly provided with analytical information on the available evidences that the Russian armed forces waged an aggressive war against Ukraine, committed war crimes and crimes against humanity, in particular using “DNR/LNR” terrorist organizations created and controlled by Russia. Information on the facts of human rights violations on the TOT is announced at the sessions of the international organizations.

194. In order to systematize data on violations of international law and the number of victims, the public prosecutor's offices of Donetsk and Luhansk regions have introduced a register of individuals and legal entities suffered from crimes committed during the armed conflict on the TOT or related to Russia's armed aggression against Ukraine.

Increase the financial and human resources of the MRoTOT (recommendations 28, 29)
195. Allocations for the MRoTOT are constantly increasing. Thus, in 2019 this Ministry was provided twice more allocations than in 2018. In 2020, as part of public administration reform, the Ministry for the Reintegration of the TOT and Veterans was divided into two Ministries: Ministry of Veterans and MRoTOT. According to the State Budget for 2021 the latter will be provided 7 times more budgetary allocations. Measures are being taken to complete the staffing of the Ministry for Reintegration of the TOT.

Improve the availability and quality of services for IDPs (recommendations 11, 128, 133, 188, 189)
196. The mechanism for providing IDPs with housing subsidies to reimburse the costs of housing and communal services, purchase of gas, solid and liquid household fuel was simplified (CMU Resolution 329 of 27.04.2018).

197. It is established that financing of expenses related to the provision of monthly targeted assistance to IDPs to cover living expenses, in particular payment for housing and communal services, is carried out at the expense of the state budget (CMU Resolution 754 of 14.08.2019).

198. In order to assist IDPs during the ongoing pandemic, the term of payment of financial assistance is extended for the period of quarantine and for one month (CMU Resolution 491 of 17.06.2020).

199. An electronic version of the certificate of registration for IDPs was introduced (CMU Resolution 910 of 16.09.2020). 

200. Expenses of the state budget to provide monthly targeted assistance to IDPs to cover living expenses are increasing. To cover mentioned expenses, the State budget for 2021 envisages 9 billion UAH more than in 2020.

201. The right of children from TOT and territories of settlements on the line of contact to free education with scholarships on preparatory courses of higher education institutions lasting up to 1 year with subsequent admission to higher education institutions as IDPs is legally enshrined. The right of children from the TOT in Donetsk and Luhansk regions and children from the line of contact who have received a certificate of complete general secondary education for admission to higher education institutions within the relevant established quotas is provided. Prior to these changes to the legislation, entry under the quota was provided only for children from the TOT of the Autonomous Republic of  Crimea and the city of Sevastopol (Law 744 of 03.07.2020). 

202. IDPs have the right to apply to a health care institution of their choice with a request to be registered at the place of actual residence, as well as to be provided with medicines in cases and in the manner prescribed by law (Law “On Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Internally Displaced Persons”). 

203. A mechanism for allocating and providing housing for IDPs was introduced taking into account their vulnerability criteria. In terms of IDPs’ right to temporary housing, it enables to apply the same approach to the effective use of subvention funds from the state budget to local budgets to implement measures to support areas affected by the armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine (CMU Resolution 582 of 26.06.2019).

204. A new mechanism for the payment of pensions was introduced. It stipulates that people, who in accordance with the law have refused a certificate of registration of IDPs, are paid the pension on the basis of extraterritoriality regardless of the subsequent change of residence. The place of residence is determined on the basis of information contained in the Unified Information Database on IDPs (CMU Resolution 788 of 21.08.2019).
205. In 2020, the MoSP provides funds for monthly targeted assistance to IDPs to cover living expenses, including housing and communal services in the amount of 3 042, 6 million UAH. The average number of families receiving financial assistance is 171 219.

NON-DISCRIMINATION

Strengthen the legal framework to prevent and combat discrimination or prejudice (recommendations 34, 38-41, 43, 49)
206. Draft law amending some legislative acts of Ukraine on harmonization of legislation in the field of prevention and counteraction of discrimination with EU law (reg. No.0931) is pending the 2nd reading. The draft aims to regulate the definitions “discrimination by association”, “multiple discrimination” and “victimization” and clarify the mandate of the Ombudsman in the sphere of prevention and combating discrimination. It envisages introduction of administrative liability for violations of legislation in the field of preventing and combating discrimination.

207. Draft Law “On Labour” was developed. This draft provides for the prohibition of any discrimination in the field of labour, including violation of the principle of gender equality, direct or indirect restriction of workers' rights depending on race, colour, political, religious or other beliefs, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnic, social, foreign origin, age, health status, pregnancy, disability. The draft also prohibits any prejudice in the field of labour, including psychological and/or economic pressure, harassment, and bullying.

208. Criminal liability for violation of equality of citizens depending on their race, nationality, religious beliefs, disability and other grounds was strengthened (Law 2617 of 22.11.2018 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine to Simplify Pre-trial Investigation of Certain Categories of Criminal Offenses”). 

209. The National Police is finalizing a draft law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine on Combating Discrimination” in order to harmonize the conceptual framework of the CC, CАО and the Law “On Principles of Preventing and Combating Discrimination in Ukraine”.

GENDER EQUALITY

Empower women and men for promoting gender equality (recommendations 141-143)
210. During 3 years of implementation of the State social program to ensure equal rights and opportunities for women and men for the period up to 2021 the legal framework for gender equality in all spheres of society and the mechanism of gender and legal expertise were improved; the list of statistical indicators for gender was expanded; the issue of gender equality was included in programs and training courses for civil servants and officials of local governments (CMU Resolution 273 of 11.04.2018). 
211. Methodological recommendations for the inclusion in collective agreements and provisions aimed at ensuring equal rights and opportunities for women and men in labour relations (MoSP Order 56 of 29.02.2020) and gender impact assessment of sectoral reforms (MoSP Order 257 of 14.04.2020), Instructions on the integration of gender approaches in the development of regulations (MoSP Order 86 of 07.02.2020), Standard regulations on the responsible department for equal rights and opportunities for women and men, Standard regulations on the adviser on equal rights and opportunities for women and men, prevention and counteraction to gender-based violence (CMU Resolution 930 of 09.10.2020) were approved in order to improve the mechanism of gender equality.

212. Anti-discrimination expertise of draft textbooks for general secondary education institutions is carried out, in particular, analysis of manuscripts or textbook layouts on their compliance with the principle of non-discrimination, including depending on gender and marital status. 

213. Gender-oriented budgeting is included in the Public Finance Management Strategy for the period of 2017-2021. Methodological recommendations for the implementation and application of a gender-oriented approach in the budget process were approved (Ministry of Finance Order 1 of 02.01.2019).
214. According to Art.12 of the Law “On Ensuring Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men”, 75 coordinators on gender equality were appointed in governmental authorities. 24 advisory bodies in municipal administrations were established, 14 advisers were appointed; 25 designated structural subdivisions were created. Units responsible for gender equality were set up throughout the MoIA system.

215. The number of women appointed to senior civil service positions is growing every year. The representation of women in the Government is increasing, in particular, in 2019 the share of women in it constituted 33%, which is 11% more than in 2018. Currently, 27% of civil servants of “A” category are women, which is 10% more than in 2019. As of the third quarter of 2020, the actual number of working civil servants was 182,683, of whom 138,562 were women and 44,121 were men. 4627 women and 2493 men work in the central offices of the Ministries. 3558 women and 1898 men work in the central offices of the central executive bodies. In particular, 70% of the total number of employees of the central office of the MoJ are women, among the management of the Ministry 40% are women, 60% are men. As of January 1, 2020, the number of women in the central office of the MoIA constituted 59.9% of the staff; in the SMS – 78,7%; in State Border Service – 26,2%; in the SSES – 20,7%; in the National Police – 25,4%; in the National Guard – 11,3%. In GPO – 46,8% are women, in general, women make up 27.9% of the prosecutor's office. In 2020 a woman was appointed as a Prosecutor General for the first time. In the central office of the MFA 46% of the staff are women (in management positions - 34%).

216. Positive dynamics are observed in nomination of women for the post of President of Ukraine. In the 2019 presidential election, 35 men and 4 women ran for the presidency. A stable indicator of women's activity in the formation of the Parliament and its work is demonstrated. In the early elections of the MPs in 2019, 2,746 candidates for the MPs were included in the electoral lists of political parties, 30.37% of whom women. Of the total number of candidates for MPs in single-mandate constituencies, women accounted for 15.56%. In the current Parliament of Ukraine, the representation of women is 20.62%, which is one of the best indicators of presence in the Parliament since Ukraine`s independence.

217. On January 1, 2020 the Electoral Code of Ukraine came into force. The Code provides for gender quotas that will ensure the presence, inter alia, in the electoral lists of a certain number of people of different sexes (in each of the five electoral lists must be at least 2 candidates of each sex). In the local elections in 2020, out of about 280 601 candidates for local authorities nominated by local parties, 55.34% were male candidates and 44.66% were female. In total, 42 439 local deputies were elected to local councils in 2020, 36.84% of whom were women. For comparison, in the 2015 local elections, out of the 213 307 candidates nominated by local parties, women accounted for 35.60% of local council deputies. In total, 161 062 deputies were elected to local councils in 2015, of which 49.53% were women.

218. The legislation on political parties in Ukraine stipulates that a political party has the right to receive state funding for its statutory activities if in the last regular or early elections of MPs its electoral list of candidates in the national multi-member constituency received at least 5 percent of votes from the total number of votes cast for all electoral lists of candidates for MPs in the national multi-member constituency. In 2019, 565.6 million UAH were allocated from the state budget to finance the statutory activities of political parties, 11 parties received state funding, of which 2 political parties had additional funding, which has a ratio of women to men of about 40 to 60. In 2020, 283.5 million UAH were allocated from the state budget to finance the statutory activities of political parties. 2 political parties received an additional 3.54 million UAH for compliance with the gender principle provided by law.

219. The principle that women serve in the military on an equal basis with men is enshrined, which includes equal access to positions and military ranks and equal responsibilities in the performance of military service. Persons of both sexes are given equal opportunities to contract for the performance of military service, stipulating that women may contract for the performance military service before reaching the age limit for military service (Law 2523 of 06.09.2018 “On Amendments to Certain Laws of Ukraine Concerning Ensuring Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men During Military Service in the Armed Forces of Ukraine and Other Military Formations”). 

220. The Concept of Communication in the Field of Gender Equality was approved (CMU Decree 1128 of 16.09.2020). The concept aims to improve understanding of the essence and objectives of state gender policy, its perception as an integral part of democracy and the rule of law, overcoming gender stereotypes in society, manifestations of gender-based violence, sexism and equality of men and women as a standard for Ukrainian society.

221. In 2020 Ukraine joined the “Biarritz International Partnership” and committed itself to five areas: development of barrier-free public space, friendly to families with children and low-mobility groups; teaching children the principles of equality between women and men; prevention of violence; reducing the pay gap between women and men; creating greater opportunities for men to care for children. On October 21, 2020 the letter of the Government of Ukraine to the UN Women on the participation in the international initiative “Coalition for Action to Promote Gender Equality” as a member of the coalition “Gender-Based Violence”, “Economic Justice and Rights”, “Technology and Innovation for Gender Equality” was approved.

222. The Commission on Coordination of Interaction of Executive Bodies on Ensuring Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men was established, among the main tasks of which is, in particular, to improve the legal framework for coordination, formation and implementation of state gender policy (CMU Resolution 784 of 02.09.2020). 

223. The activity of the Expert Council on Prevention and Counteraction of Discrimination on the Grounds of Gender established under the MoSP is ensured. In 2017-2020, 157 appeals were considered regarding the expert assessment of discrimination, 69 advertisements were withdrawn based on the results of the review, and lawsuits were filed against 14 advertisements.

224. The Methodology for Assessing the Impact of Reforms on Women and Men in Ukraine was approved (MoSP Order 257 of 14.04.2020).

225. To overcome gender stereotypes, the authorities conduct informational and educational campaigns, distribute thematic information booklets. The curriculum of the journalism training courses includes a gender component for its consideration by the representatives of the media during the carrying out of professional activities.

Reduce gender pay inequality (recommendations 144, 145, 163)

226. As a result of the implementation of the above-mentioned State Social Program on ensuring equal rights and opportunities for women and men the pay gap between women and men decreased from 25.2% in 2015 to 22.8% in 2019. According to the results of the first quarter of 2020, the pay gap between women and men was 21.3%, and in the second quarter of 2020 it decreased to 19.9%.

227. Draft Law “On Labor” proposes to establish that the remuneration system should be designed in such a way that no discrimination is allowed during its application. 

228. In December 2020, Ukraine’s accession to the Equal Pay International Coalition was confirmed. Ukraine became the second country among Coalition members to receive full trilateral membership in this organization.

Ensure the participation of civil society in the implementation of the Action Plan "Women, Peace and Security" (recommendation 162)
229. The fulfillment of the National Action Plan for the Implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 “Women, Peace, Security” for the period up to 2020 was ensured (CMU Decree 113 of 24.02.2016). This Plan was developed at the initiative and support of public organizations. As a result of its implementation, in particular, regional action plans were approved or such plans were provided for in comprehensive programs of social protection, ensuring gender equality, combating gender-based violence.

230. On October 28, 2020 the National Action Plan for the Implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 “Women, Peace, Security” for the period up to 2025 was approved. During the development of the plan, extensive consultations were held with representatives of NGOs and the UN Women in Ukraine. In 2020, Ukraine joined the Group of Friends of the UN Member States on implementing the agenda "Women, Peace, Security" (CMU Decree No. 1544).

Conduct trainings for law enforcement, judicial and other bodies on anti-discrimination issues (recommendation 35)

231. The training programs for public officials include topics covered by the CEDAW in order to ensure equal rights and opportunities for women and men. In 2019, 6 344 civil servants and local authorities were trained on this topic and in 2020 – 4 930 persons. Judges and court staff are trained on gender issues in the work of courts, prevention and counteraction of discrimination. Trainings on prevention of various forms of discrimination are conducted for employees and lawyers of the FLA system.

PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION BASED ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

Take measures to eliminate all forms of stigma or discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity (recommendations 35, 51, 52, 180, 183, 185, 186)
232. In 2017-2020, law enforcement agencies took measures to prevent and combat discrimination based on sexual orientation. Additional measures are taken to protect individuals from discrimination based on sexual orientation. Particularly, the Internet is monitored to identify information on the possible participation of radically-motivated citizens in extremist actions.

233. During each peaceful assembly organized by the LGBTI, the police shall communicate properly with the organizers of such events and ensure public safety and order. Due to the law enforcement measures taken, the “Equality Marches” on June 23, 2019 in Kyiv, on August 31, 2020 in Odessa and on September 15, 2020 in Kharkiv were held without gross violations.

234. In 2019, police investigators launched a pre-trial investigation in 15 criminal offenses committed against members of the LGBTI. In 2018, pre-trial investigations were launched in criminal proceedings for 14 criminal offenses committed against members of the LGBTI, of which indictments on 3 criminal offenses were sent to court.

235. Article 21 of the Labor Code of Ukraine prohibits any discrimination in the field of labor, direct or indirect restriction of workers' rights, in particular, based on sex, gender identity and sexual orientation.

236. The draft Law “On Labor” prohibits any discrimination in the field of labor and related relations, direct or indirect restriction of workers' rights depending on, in particular, gender identity, sexual orientation.

237. According to Art. 7 of the Law “On the Legal Status of Missing Persons” any discrimination against missing persons and their relatives on the grounds of sex, belonging to any social group or sexual orientation is prohibited.

238. MoIA Order 437 of June 3, 2019 “On Taking Additional Measures to Prevent and Respond to Illegal Actions Committed on the Basis of Racial, National, Religious Hatred or Discord or on the Grounds of Sex” was issued. According to the Order the National Police is obliged to ensure control over the objective investigation of such crimes, their proper legal qualification by the investigators of the National Police and observance of reasonable terms of pre-trial investigation. 

239. In 2019, at the invitation of the Government of Ukraine, the Independent Expert on the protection of violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity made a visit to Ukraine. The report assessing Ukraine’s compliance with human rights standards to combat violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity praised a number of measures taken in Ukraine.

COMBATING SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Bring the provisions of the CC on sexual violence in line with international standards, ensure responsibility for sexual crimes related to the conflict, provide support to victims (recommendations 146-150, 158)

240. On January 11, 2019 amendments to the CC entered into force, bringing, in particular, Art.152 “Rape” and 153 “Sexual violence” into conformity with the Istanbul Convention. Criminal liability for forcing a person without his or her voluntary consent to commit an act of a sexual nature with another person, in particular with a person from whom the victim is materially or professionally dependent, is strengthened (Art.154 of the CC) (Law 2227). 
241. On 18 April 2018, amendments to the CC entered into force, which aligned Art.155 “Sexual intercourse with a person under the age of sixteen” with the provisions of the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Lanzarote Convention. The changes, in particular, set a clear minimum age for puberty, improved the responsibility of persons who encroach on sexual freedom and inviolability, honor and dignity of children (Law 2334 of 14.03.2018).
242. Draft law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning the Implementation of Norms of International Criminal and Humanitarian Law” (reg.No.2689) is pending the 2nd reading. It proposes, inter alia, to supplement the CC with articles under which the intentional commission of rape, sexual exploitation, forced pregnancy, forced sterilization, other forms of sexual violence within the armed conflict against a person under the protection of IHL or in the framework of attacks on civilians shall be punishable by imprisonment for a term of 7 to 15 years.

243. The National Action Plan for the Implementation of the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security for the period up to 2020 is being implemented, which contains measures to combat sexual violence related to the conflict. Training is provided to law enforcement and military personnel on combating sexual violence related to conflict, on how to implement measures to protect and rehabilitate women affected by conflict and crisis situations, and how to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS (CMU Decree 133 of 24.02.2016).
244. The AFU set up a hotline to provide psychological, social and legal assistance to  servicewomen and to respond gender discrimination and gender-based violence in military units. 

245. A draft new version of the Statute of the AFU provides for provisions regarding the prevention of sexual violence.

COMBATING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Continue efforts to adopt the Law of Ukraine “On Prevention and Counteraction to Domestic Violence”, criminalize domestic violence (recommendations 151, 152, 158)

246. On 7 January 2018, amendments to the legislation came into force, which enshrine the responsibility for committing domestic violence and the responsibility of officials for non-compliance with the requirements of the legislation in this area; expand the powers of the authorities implementing measures to prevent and combat domestic violence; expand the range of persons covered by the legislation; define the concept of physical, sexual, psychological, economic violence in the family; provide for the application of special measures to combat domestic violence, measures to prevent and provide effective assistance to victims of domestic violence (Law 2229 “On Prevention and Counteraction to Domestic Violence”).

247. On 11 January 2019, amendments to the legislation came into force, which introduced criminal liability for domestic violence, provided for arrest and restriction of liberty for non-compliance with restrictive measures, instructions or failure to pass the program for perpetrators (Law 2227 of 06.12.2017 “On Amendments to the CC and CPC in order to implement the provisions of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence”). 

Prevent domestic violence, ensure access to assistance and temporary shelters for victims of domestic violence. Ensure that perpetrators are brought to justice (recommendations 52, 85, 153 - 155, 156, 160, 161, 163)

248. The mechanism of conducting and documenting results of medical examination of victims of domestic and gender-based violence was determined. It provides victims with medical care to combat domestic violence and promote their rights (MoH Order 278 of 01.02.2019). The procedure stipulates that when victims seek medical care medical workers shall record their complaints, collect medical history, conduct a medical examination to assess the condition of the victim and, if necessary, additional instrumental and laboratory examinations and measures to prevent the consequences of sexual violence. In case of sexual injuries (or suspicions thereof), complaints, anamnesis, necessary examinations are collected; HIV, hepatitis B, pregnancy tests are performed if necessary. Such medical care also includes emotional and psychological diagnosis.

249. The Concept of the State Social Program for Prevention and Counteraction to Domestic and Gender-Based Violence for the Period up to 2023 has been approved (CMU Resolution 728 of 10.10.2018). Draft State Social Program for Prevention and Counteraction to Domestic Violence for the period up to 2025 was developed, which, in particular, provides for the introduction of the Unified State Register of Domestic Violence Cases.

250. The MoSP developed forms of statistical reporting on domestic violence. In order to promptly respond and provide assistance to victims of domestic violence, an interactive map is being developed. On this map there will be plotted contacts of specialized support services for victims and contact details of persons personally responsible for combating domestic violence by regions at the level of regional state administrations, united territorial communities, city, village, settlement councils. 
251. The operation of mobile brigades of social and psychological assistance to victims of domestic or gender-based violence was launched (CMU Resolution 654 of 22.08.2018). The procedure for formation, basic principles of activity and organization of work of the abovementioned mobile brigades was approved (CMU Resolution 654). There are 396 such mobile brigades. 

252. The mechanisms of interaction of the subjects which are carrying out actions in the field of prevention and counteraction to domestic violence and gender-based violence (CMU Resolution 658 of 22.08.2018), conducting medical examinations of victims of such violence and documenting its results (MoH Order 278); the procedure for assessing the likelihood of continuation or recurrence of domestic violence (MoSP, MoIA Order 369/180 of 13.03.2019) were defined.

253. The provision of social services and temporary asylum to persons in difficult life circumstances, in particular as a result of sexual violence against them, is provided by 21 centers of social and psychological assistance; 28 shelters for victims of domestic violence, gender-based violence; 396 mobile teams of social and psychological assistance to victims of domestic and / or gender-based violence; 2 centers of medical and social rehabilitation of victims; 11 day care centers for victims; 116 regional, city, and district hotlines for preventing and combating domestic violence.

254. Victims of domestic or gender-based violence are entitled to secondary FLA. From 2018 to the 4th quarter of 2020, 2.2 thousand written applications for free secondary legal aid to this category of persons were submitted. There are 176 remote access points to the FLA on the basis of general support services for victims of domestic violence.
255. Since September 2019, aiming at immediately stopping the offences and ensuring the protection of victims, 45 mobile groups have been working within the National Police in all regions. In September 2020, a tab was added to the website of the National Police with information on combating and preventing domestic violence, a safety plan for the victim and the ability to report domestic violence online.

256. The President of Ukraine determined urgent measures to prevent and combat domestic violence, gender-based violence and to protect the rights of victims of such violence (Decree 398 of 21.09.2020). The decree provides, inter alia, for the development of a state social program to prevent and combat domestic and gender-based violence for the period up to 2025, draft laws aimed at providing additional procedural guarantees to minors during their interrogation, interviewing during criminal proceedings based on best international practices, in particular on the “Barnahus” model; the establishment of responsibility for stalking, the improvement of legislation on the application of the conciliation procedure in cases related to domestic violence.

257. Draft law “On Amendments to the CАО regarding the Changes of the Established Procedure for Prosecuting Domestic Violence and Gender-Based Violence» (reg.No.4149) is under consideration by the Parliament. The draft law proposes to amend Art.15 of the CAO regarding the responsibility of servicemen and other persons covered by disciplinary statutes for committing domestic violence and gender-based violence. In particular, it is proposed to establish that such persons will bear administrative responsibility for the specified offenses on a general basis. The draft law proposes to allow consideration of cases of administrative offenses under Art. 1732 of the CAO without the obligatory presence of a person who is brought to administrative responsibility, if such a person had been  duly notified of the case, but didn’t appear at the court hearing.

258. The two alternative draft laws that increase administrative liability for committing domestic and gender-based violence (reg. No.3908, 3908-1) are also under consideration by the Parliament.

Crime investigation

259. The number of reports on offenses and other events related to domestic violence increases every year. In 2020, the National Police registered more than 157.8 thousand of reports on offenses and other events related to domestic violence. 

260. In 2020, 102 643 administrative reports were filed on the perpetration of domestic violence, gender-based violence, failure to comply with an urgent injunction or failure to notify the place of the person's temporary stay (Art. 1732 of the CАО). 27104 persons were fined and 814 persons were administratively arrested. 1303 offenses of gender-based violence were identified, 1297 - of non-compliance with an urgent injunction, 103 - of failure to notify the place of temporary stay. 70 032 persons are registered for committing domestic violence, 65 804 offenders were placed under preventive supervision. 33 928 urgent orders were issued. 263 persons had their licenses for the right to purchase, store, carry weapons and ammunition revoked. 1 321 criminal investigations on committing domestic violence offenses have been completed.

Raise public awareness on domestic violence issues (recommendation 159)
261. In 2019-2020, the MoSP conducted more than 15 thousand informational and educational activities to prevent and combat domestic violence, protect the rights of a child from violence.

262. The National Police systematically informs the public through the print media, websites, social networks, television and radio about the prevention of domestic violence, the rights of victims and contacts where they can seek help or advice.

263. Chat-bot #ActionsAgainstViolence was created. It accumulates information for citizens on how to prevent and combat domestic violence. 

264. With the support of the UNFPA all regions were provided with posters entitled “Domestic Violence: How to Protect Yourself in Quarantine. Security plan”.

Strengthen the capacity of judges and law enforcement officials to properly enforce legislation on combatting domestic violence (recommendations 156, 157, 159)
265. Trainings on domestic violence issues are constantly being provided to public officials, including law enforcement officers. Every month police training center trains police officers on these issues.

266. Judges take training courses on the specifics of the consideration of domestic and gender-based violence cases. Similar events are held for candidates for the position of judge.

267. FLA staff is trained in providing legal assistance to victims of domestic violence and protecting of the rights of victims of gender-based violence. 
COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Strengthen the legal framework and anti-trafficking practices (recommendation 74)

Strengthening the legal framework

268. The definition of “human trafficking” referred to in Art.149 of the CC, is brought in line with the provisions of the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol. It is established that the responsibility for the crimes provided by this article arises irrespective of existence of the consent of this person to exploitation if any of measures of influence were applied to him or her. The qualifying features of the crime also include the commission of the crime by parents, adoptive parents, guardians, criminal organization or its commission in combination with the abduction of the victim. The definition of “human exploitation” also includes forced abortion, forced marriage, forced involvement in begging (Law 2539 of 06.09.2018).

269. The Concept of the State Social Program for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings for the period up to 2025 and a draft law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning the Improvement of the Procedure for Establishing the Status of a Victim of Trafficking in Human Beings” were developed.

Fight against human trafficking

270. In 2020, 185 criminal offenses related to human trafficking were detected, and in the framework of the investigation of 142 criminal proceedings, 79 persons were identified. They were notified of suspicion. Pre-trial investigations in respect of them were completed. The activities of 9 organized groups were suspended. Forms of human trafficking on the revealed 185 facts were: 60 - labor exploitation; 78 - sexual exploitation; 29 - involvement in criminal activity; 6 - trafficking in children; 11 - involvement in begging; 1 - surrogacy.

271. In 2019, 320 criminal offenses on the facts of human trafficking were registered, which is 50 offenses more than in 2018. In 2019, individuals were reported on suspicion of committing 191 criminal offenses, which is 22% more than in 2018. Indictments were sent to the court against persons for committing 150 criminal offenses, which is 52% more than in 2018. In 2019, 49% of crimes in the field of human trafficking were committed for the purpose of sexual exploitation. The share of offenses of exploitation for forced labor was 29%, involvement in criminal activity - 8.5%, sale of a child - 5%, trafficking in human beings through the use of assisted reproductive technologies - 4%, forced involvement in begging - 2%, use in the porn business - 1.5%.

272. In 2019, the courts considered 61 cases on the facts of human trafficking, sentences were passed in 35 cases with 44 persons convicted. In 2017 – 2018, sentences were passed in 80% of cases considered by courts on the facts of human trafficking. 

273. In 2019-2020, the police stopped the operation of 16 organized groups working in the field of human trafficking. Indicators of counteraction to organized groups are the highest in the last 5 years (in particular, in 2018 - 3, in 2017 - 4). In 2020, the SS stopped the illegal activities of a group of people who recruited and smuggled women to Turkey for sexual exploitation. In 2020, the State Border Guard Service stopped the functioning of 2 illegal groups of 6 people, detained 9 organizers, the courts issued 5 convictions against 6 people, of which 3 people were sentenced to imprisonment. In 2018-2019, the operation of 30 illegal groups consisting of 76 people was terminated; 44 organizers and 17 accomplices were detained; the export of 80 potential victims of human trafficking was prevented.
Provide adequate resources to improve the quality of services provided to victims of trafficking (recommendations 73, 75, 76)

Establishing the status of a victim of human trafficking

274. In 2017-2020 the status of a victim of human trafficking was established for 729 persons.

275. Most often persons suffer from labor and sexual exploitation, involvement in criminal activity, armed conflicts and begging. The main countries of destinations are Ukraine, Russia, Poland, Germany, Czech Republic, Turkey, Belarus, China, Italy, Slovakia, Belgium, UAE, Slovenia, Kazakhstan, Brazil, France, Hungary and Israel. 

276. Services to victims of human trafficking

277. А number of “hotlines” were created for victims of human trafficking, in particular, the Governmental hotline and the hotline of the National Police.

278. In 2019, the All-Ukrainian Center for the provision of services to victims was established. The Center provides victims with a place of safe temporary daily stay, social, medical, psychological and legal services (CMU Resolution 553 of 26.06.2019).
279. There are 21 centers for social and psychological assistance in Ukraine. Temporary accommodation and assistance to victims of human trafficking is carried out in social and psychological assistance centers; centers for social and psychological rehabilitation of children; social support centers for children and families; crisis social center for women; mother and child centers. During 2020, 13 victims of human trafficking stayed in these shelters, including 9 men, 3 women and 1 child.

280. On 1 January 2020, Law 2671 “On Social Services” came into force. According to the Law victims of human trafficking have the right to receive social services at the expense of budget funds, regardless of their income.

281. Law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts Regarding Simplification of Access to FLA and Improvement of the Quality of Its Provision” was drafted. It will entitle victims of human trafficking to the right to secondary FLA. 

282. Payment of one-time financial assistance to victims of human trafficking increased to three subsistence levels. In 2020, the amount of such payment was 6,591 UAH (230 USD) for able-bodied persons and 5,136 UAH (183 USD) for disabled. 
283. In 2020, 109 victims of human trafficking applied for one-time financial assistance. They were paid 781 thousand UAH from the state budget (a total of UAH 1.8 million was provided for the payment of such assistance in 2020).

284. The implementation of the State Social Program to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings for the period up to 2020 was ensured (CMU Resolution 111 of 24.02.2016). The Program envisaged the improvement of mechanisms for providing assistance to victims, conducting information campaigns, conducting trainings for anti-trafficking actors. In pursuance of this program, in particular, laws were drafted to amend certain legislative acts of Ukraine to improve the procedure for establishing the status of a victim of human trafficking ; trainings on combating human trafficking were conducted for public officials and local authorities; a government hotline for victims of domestic violence was launched in January 2020; indicators for identifying victims of human trafficking, including children, were improved.

Conduct trainings on combating human trafficking (recommendation 72)

285. Annually the MoSP in cooperation with international organizations conducts trainings in the field of combating human trafficking, in particular, for law enforcement bodies, prosecutors and social workers. An electronic anti-trafficking course was developed jointly with the UN Migration Agency.

286. Police training includes topics on specifics of detecting and investigating crimes related to human trafficking. During in-service training, prosecutors undergo practical training on the specifics of investigative actions in the investigation of such crimes.

287. FLA centers provide informational and educational activities to prevent illegal labor migration and human trafficking.

PROTECTION OF Children’s rights 

Intensify efforts to protect the rights of the child (recommendations 135, 164, 165, 167)

Education
288. In 2020/2021 academic year there are 14 815 general secondary education institutions in Ukraine with 4 191 538 students, including 319 special general secondary education institutions (242 special schools and 77 training and rehabilitation centers) where 36 461 students study.

289. The National Strategy for Building a Safe and Healthy Educational Environment in the New Ukrainian School was approved (Presidential Decree 195/2020 of 25.05.2020). The strategy is aimed at ensuring the health component of school education; complexity of development of physical culture and strengthening of motor activity of children; healthy nutrition; improving medical care for students and employees of educational institutions; effective psychological support of the educational process; training of teachers to implement the health component of education, care for their health; security, accessibility and inclusiveness of the educational environment; intersectional interaction of authorities and institutions, involvement of social institutions in the processes of creating a safe and healthy educational environment.

290. On January 16, 2020 Law 463 “On Complete General Secondary Education" was adopted. The Law determines the legal, organizational, economic principles of functioning and development of the system of general secondary education. The Law regulates the issue of accessibility and ensuring equal access of children to full general secondary education, prohibits discrimination in this area, guarantees access to education for people with special educational needs and defines the rights and responsibilities of participants in the educational process.

291. Since 2018, the development of a network of inclusive resource centers has begun (633 centers are functioning as of 01.12.2020). The specialists of these centers provide psychological and pedagogical support to children with special educational needs aged 2 to 18, methodological and informational support for teachers and parents to organize psychological and pedagogical assistance to such children (CMU Resolution 545 of 12.07.2017). The organizational principles of inclusive groups in educational institutions were determined (CMU Resolutions 530 of 10.04.2019, 588 of 09.08.2017, 635 of 10.07.2019, 636 of 10.07.2019 and 779 of 21.08.2019).
292. In 2019/2020 educational year a significant number of applications (119 548) for the provision of psychological and social-pedagogical assistance to children with special educational needs was filed by the participants of education process, including in the context of inclusive education. 44 343 applications were received from parents, 44 111 applications - from teachers, 22 271 applications - from children and 8 823 ones - from NGOs.

293. In 2019, 100 688 children passed a comprehensive psychological and pedagogical assessment of development in inclusive resource centers. In 2020, 94 591 children received psychological and pedagogical support and 16 920 children received correctional and developmental services in inclusive resource centers.

294. In the 2020/2021 educational year 11 775 general secondary education institutions (including special) are provided with unimpeded access for persons with special needs to the first floor, which is 79.5% of the total number of such institutions in Ukraine (14 815), 0.6% (90 institutions) - to the second floor, 0.4% (65 institutions) - to the third floor, 0.1% (21) - to the fourth and subsequent floors.

295. Compared to the previous educational year, the number of general secondary education institutions available for people with special educational needs at the first floor level increased by 0.7%. The accessibility of educational institutions is ensured by the availability of such means and devices: ramps and handrails - 9625 institutions; elevators - 142 institutions; specially equipped toilet rooms for persons with disabilities - 1161 establishments, which are equipped with 1691 such rooms.

296. Within the framework of the National Action Plan for the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child until 2021, the development of spiritual, moral and cultural development of the child and the development of psychological services is carried out. There are more than 500 youth sports schools and 80 thousand clubs and creative associations.

297. The Procedure for the organization of obtaining full general secondary education by convicts sentenced to imprisonment for a definite term or life imprisonment, as well as to juveniles taken into custody was approved (CMU Resolution 526 of 25.06.2020). 

298. In order to meet educational needs of convicts, there are 3 secondary schools. 4,044 convicts are involved in general education, which is 94% of the number of persons without general secondary education. The educational process in these institutions is provided by 773 teachers, 413 classrooms are equipped for the organization of education, 298 of them are equipped as subject classes, they have almost 8.3 thousand educational places, thus fully satisfying the need for education of persons who have expressed a desire to learn. The total library fund of general educational institutions in the penitentiary system is almost 319 thousand books, of which 102 thousand are textbooks.

Security

299. The CC was amended to protect children from sexual abuse and sexual exploitation. Amendments set a minimum age of sexual maturity of 16 years (Law 2334 of 14.03.2018).
300. The Unified Register of Persons Convicted of Crimes against Sexual Freedom and Sexual Integrity of Juveniles is being introduced. The register should become a safeguard for the recurrence of such crimes. Criminal liability for crimes against sexual freedom and sexual integrity of children was increased (Law 409 of 19.12.2019).
301. Administrative liability for bullying and concealment of its commission in the form of a fine or community service was established. A fine should be imposed on the administration of the educational institution for failing to notify the police about bullying case (Law 2657 of 18.12.2018 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning Counteraction to Bullying”). 

302. In 2020, courts adopted more than 480 rulings on bullying of participants in the educational process. 

303. The mechanism of response to cases of bullying in educational institutions was determined (MoES Order 1646 of 28.12.2019). 

304. Draft law “On Amendments to the CC Regarding the Establishment of Criminal Liability for Involving Children in Paramilitary Activity or Illegal Armed Formations” (reg. No.3627) is under consideration of the Parliament.
305. On September 15, 2020 the Governmental Safety Advisory Online Network was launched to raise awareness of children, parents and caregivers on preventing and responding to the risks that children may face on the Internet.

306. The Ministry of Digital Transformation created a chat-bot instruction for children regarding online blackmail and extortion of intimate photos/videos. Development of a strategy to protect children in the digital environment is under way.

Social protection and health care
307. On February 6, 2018 Law 2234 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning Strengthening the Protection of the Child's Right to Proper Maintenance by Improving the Procedure for Enforced Recovery of Alimony Arrears” entered into force. The law, inter alia, simplified the procedure for establishing a temporary restriction on the debtor's right to travel abroad; implemented means of enforcement of decisions that may be applied to maintenance debtor (temporary restriction of the debtor's right to use a vehicle, hunting weapons); implemented administrative liability for non-payment of alimony.

308. Law 2475 of July 03, 2018 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning the Creation of Economic Preconditions for Strengthening the Protection of the Child’s Right to Proper Maintenance” improved the procedure for enforcement of alimony decisions, in particular, reduced (from 6 months to 4 months, and in exceptional cases up to 3 months) the amount of arrears of alimony, for the occurrence of which the state executor makes decisions to impose temporary restrictions on the debtor; automated seizure of the debtor's funds in enforcement proceedings for the recovery of alimony; the responsibility of persons who evade payment of alimony and performance of socially useful works is strengthened. 

309. Since the above mentioned amendments had gotten legal effect, 4.6 billion UAH of alimony payments have been collected in 2018, which is 2.2. billion UAH more than in 2017. In 2019, 6.7 billion UAH of alimony payments was collected, which is 2.1 billion UAH more than in 2018. As of the 4th quarter 2020, state executors collected more than 4.6 billion UAH.

310. The Concept for Implementation of State Policy on Social Protection and Protection of Children's Rights was approved in 2020. The Concept is based on a new model of governance in the field of social protection and protection of children's rights, which aims to develop a full living environment for citizens and children and meet their needs for social protection. The realization of the Concept will include, among other things, implementation of the state control and social inspection during the provision of social support and respect for children's rights (CMU Decree 1057 of 26.08.2020).
311. The State Social Program “National Action Plan for the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child” for the period up to 2021 was approved in 2018. The program is aimed at creating favorable conditions for the life and development of the child, ensuring equal opportunities for all children, strengthening the family and forming responsible parenthood, protecting children from violence, creating a child-friendly justice system; taking into account the best interests and opinions of the child when making decisions concerning his/her life; ensuring the rights of children in situations of war or armed conflict; creating a safe information space for children (CMU Decree 453 of 30.05.2018).

312. Mechanism for Interaction of State and Local Authorities, Educational and Healthcare Institutions, Social Protection and Other Institutions and Establishments during maintenance of social protection of children who are in difficult life circumstances, including children who suffered from ill-treatment was defined. It includes detection, consideration of appeals and reports about such children, ensuring their safety, as well as providing the necessary assistance, taking into account the needs (CMU Resolution 585 of 01.06.2020).
313. Starting from 2018, children, including orphans, children deprived of parental care, children in difficult life circumstances, children affected by hostilities or armed conflict, have been entitled to secondary FLA. More than 4.3 thousand written appeals filed by legal representatives of children were registered for the provision of the secondary FLA in cases related to the protection of children's rights, under which more than 4.1 thousand decisions were made to provide such assistance to this category of persons in the period from January 01, 2018 to the 4th quarter 2020.

314. As of the 4th quarter 2020, the number of IDPs children was 197 486 persons. 52 124 children received the status of children affected by hostilities and armed conflicts, of which more than 10 700 children received social services. From 2018 to the present, more than 21 600 children have received comprehensive assistance and rehabilitation in children's social protection institutions, including 4 507 children during the first half of 2020.

315. The Parliament is considering draft laws, approved at a special Government session “Together for the sake of children”, on amendments to certain legislative acts of Ukraine on reforming the system of institutional care and upbringing of children (3587 of 03.06.2020), on protection of housing rights of children-orphans and children deprived of parental care, persons from among them (3577 of 02.06.2020, pending the 2nd reading), on protection of the rights of orphans, children with disabilities deprived of parental care (3594 of 04.06.2020, pending the 2nd reading), on assistance in the formation of responsible parenthood (3667 of 16.06.2020), on an increase in the amount of state social assistance for children with disabilities affected by explosive devices (3573 of 02.06.2020), on ensuring the rights and interests of children, as well as persons declared incapable, in the field of health care (3625 of 10.06.2020).
Intensify efforts to prevent the ill-treatment of juveniles deprived of their liberty. Juvenile justice (recommendations 169, 170)

316. The Internal Prison Rules prohibit the use of tear gas and irritants, physical restraints and batons, weapons against minors, except in cases of an attack that endangers the life and health of prison staff or other persons. The restraint jacket shall not apply against minor prisoners and women. Minors sentenced to arrest are given a two-hour walk. In hospitals, juveniles are kept isolated from other categories of prisoners (MoJ Order 2823/5 dated 28.08.2018).
317. The Internal Prison Rules prohibit the detention of minors in solitary confinement. Minors shall be placed in separate buildings in compliance with the requirements of isolation and taking into account their age, physical development, social neglect and psychological compatibility. For minors, the playgrounds are equipped for sport games (MoJ Order 1769/5 of 14.06.2019).

318. To improve the rehabilitation program for minors in prisons, methodological recommendations for risks and needs assessment of minors’ prisons were approved (MoJ Order 530/5 of 12.02.2020).

319. Laws “On Child-Friendly Justice”, “On Amendments to the CAO, the CC and the CPC on Child-Friendly Justice” are being drafted. These draft laws aim at harmonizing legislation with international standards, creating conditions to ensure the legality, validity and efficiency of each decision on a child in conflict with the law, protecting the rights of victims and witnesses as well as reforming the system of agencies and services for children.
320. Innovative communication platforms for the juvenile police and children's community were introduced, in particular, a number of projects “Children! Police! Security!”, “Safe School”, “Lessons with a Police Officer” and “Together Against Bullying”.

321. As a result of innovative methods of police-community partnership, the number of children who committed crimes and offenses decreased by 11.2% and the number of crimes committed by children, including serious and especially serious,  - by 12.9%.

322. In 2020, responding to violations of the law in pretrial detention centers, juvenile corrections and other special institutions, prosecutors made 356 instructions, and following their consideration 127 officials of the police, penitentiary system, and probation were brought to disciplinary responsibility. The rights to personal liberty and security, education, appropriate conditions of detention, social protection, health care, and rehabilitation of more than 300 minor detainees were restored. No cases of torture, cruel or degrading treatment of minors by law enforcement officers, including in places of detention, were established.

Introduce the definition of "child pornography" into the legislation (recommendation 168)

323. The definition of child pornography is defined in Law “On Protection of Public Moral” and means the depicting in any way a child or a person who looks like a child engaged in real or simulated sexually explicit behavior, or any image of sexual organs of the child for sexual purposes.

324. On November 5, 2020 draft law “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning the Implementation of the CoE Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Violence (Lanzarote Convention)” (reg. No.3055) was adopted in the 1st reading. The draft law proposes to amend the CC supplementing it with new articles, which introduce criminal liability for knowingly gaining access, acquisition, possession, production or distribution of child pornography (Art.301-1) and knowingly obtaining, acquiring, importing, producing, selling or distributing child pornography (Art.301-2). 

PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Implement the State Target Program "National Action Plan for the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities" until 2020 " (recommendation 171) 

Accessibility of transport, transport and road infrastructure for people with disabilities

325. 62% of overland pedestrian crossings were adapted for use by persons with disabilities on public roads of state importance, and 82% of underground and overland pedestrian crossings were made accessible in settlements. 31 traffic light objects were equipped with special sound devices. 

326. An additional requirement for carriers-applicants for inter-regional bus routes is the adaptation of buses for the transportation of persons with disabilities and other low-mobility groups (CMU Resolution 180 07.02.2018). From 2020, the number of equipped buses of such carriers should be up to 50% of the total number.

327. Disability service groups operate at all airports. At air terminals, entries/exits intended for the movement of persons with disabilities in wheelchairs were equipped with ramps. Icons and special indicators were installed in the directions of movement of passengers with disabilities in air terminals (directions of entrance/exit for persons with disabilities, toilets). 15 passenger vehicles and 16 high-speed inter-regional electric trains were adapted for the carriage of passengers with disabilities. 29 ramps to passenger platforms, entrances to station buildings and administrative buildings were equipped. Tactile, informational, sound indicators were updated at 27 stations; entrance doors were replaced with automatic ones.

328. Since January 2019, the registration of electronic preferential travel documents for persons with disabilities has been introduced. Since September 2019, an online service for ordering vehicles for the transportation of persons with disabilities with subsequent registration of tickets from the reservation-order at the ticket office has been put into testing operation.

Urban planning favourable for persons with disabilities

329. Since 2018, quarterly collection of data on identification of violations for compliance with regulations on the creation of a barrier-free living environment for persons with disabilities and other low-mobility groups had been introduced. Reporting form was approved as well.

330. The construction standard “Inclusiveness of buildings and structures” came into force on April 01, 2019. It is the main document on accessibility and it applies to the design, construction and reconstruction, restoration, major maintenance and technical re-equipment of existing both residential buildings and public buildings and structures as well as their reasonable adaptation, taking into account the needs of the low-mobility groups. The mentioned construction standard includes a set of architectural and planning, engineering, ergonomic, design requirements to ensure unlimited movement for low mobility groups. 

331. Amendments were made to the state construction standard “Buildings and facilities. Institutions for social protection of the population” setting out a requirement for the design of boarding schools within the social protection system of population with a high level of barrier-free environment, which are designed for children and persons with disabilities of various degrees of physical disorders, mental retardation and mental disabilities. 

Access to justice for persons with disabilities

332.  Access for persons with disabilities to legal aid is provided. From January 01, 2018 to the 4th quarter 2020, 26.4 thousand applications from persons with disabilities were submitted for the provision of secondary FLA (14% out of the total number of appeals). Aid on issues related to family, civil and housing law is at the top of the most commonly applied for. A mechanism of involving sign language interpreters to provide FLA to people with hearing impairments was developed.

333. 58% of appeal courts and local courts are equipped with ramps. The total number of courts, inside of which names of the main premises are duplicated in relief and dot print (Braille), is gradually increasing, namely from 17% of courts in 2017 to 43% in 2020. Contrast marking of glass surfaces is carried out for persons with visual impairments. In particular, transparent doors are equipped with a warning contrast strip, level differences (thresholds) are marked, steps of the stair are painted with contrasting paint or textured coating material. Responsible officials within the court are appointed to assist persons with disabilities. Their contact details are available on the courts' websites, call buttons are installed at the entrances to the court premises accordingly.
Social assistance and rehabilitation

334. As a result of the program implementation the 99.4% of the planned allocations for technical and other rehabilitation means for persons and children with disabilities (3.084 million items) were made. There was also made 99.4% of the planned allocations for strengthening the material and technical base and repair of rehabilitation centers for persons and children with disabilities (104.8 million UAH). 39.9 million UAH was allocated for a one-time financial assistance from the state budget in the amount of 50% of the subsistence level for persons who became disabled. It was received by the 64.5 thousand people with disabilities. 98.4% of the planned allocations for provision of the financial support to public associations of persons with disabilities (352.5 million UAH) were allocated. 8.3 thousand persons with disabilities were employed, including 7.5 thousand registered unemployed, with the assistance of the state employment service in 2020. Employers created 24.9 thousand job places with the possibility of employing persons with disabilities in 2020.
335. With regard to technical means of rehabilitation, 79 481 persons were provided with such rehabilitation means (total number of applications was 99 166) during 9 months of 2020,– 165 226 persons (191 822 applications) - in 2019,– 150 040 persons - in 2018 (187 642 applications).
336. Procedure for providing financial support to NGOs of persons with disabilities on a competitive basis was introduced in 2020. In 2020, 157 projects from 70 public associations of persons with disabilities were submitted to participate in the competition. As a result of the competition, 20 public associations of persons with disabilities received financial support for the implementation of 28 projects.

337. The procedures for provision of comprehensive rehabilitation services to certain categories of persons and for registration, re-registration of the unemployed persons and keeping records of job applicants were updated. The institute of career adviser, profiling of the unemployed persons and job seekers to assess their employment opportunities and individual service plans was introduced (CMU Resolutions 80 of 27.03.2019, 792 of 19.09.2018). The Procedure for identifying persons with disabilities and other low-mobility groups living in the emergency zone or zone of possible damage and organization of their support was approved (CMU Resolution 282 of April 18, 2018). 

338. The main organizational and legal principles of providing social services to persons in difficult life circumstances, including persons with disabilities with intellectual and mental disabilities were defined. More than 20 standards of social services were approved, including the state standards of social services of representation of interests and of supported accommodation for the elderly and persons with disabilities (Law 2671 of 17.01.2019 “On Social Services”).
339. The procedure for recognition of a person as incapacitated and the renewal of his/her civil capacity was changed. According to Art. 300 of the CiPC the period of validity of the decision on recognizing a person as incapacitated is determined by the court, but cannot exceed two years. An incapacitated person has the right to apply to the court for the restoration of his/her legal capacity in case of recovery or significant improvement in his/her mental state. (Law 2147 of 03.10.2017 “On Amendments to the CPC, the CiPC, the CAPC and other legislative acts”).
340. An action plan for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the period up to 2025 is being drafted.

Take measures to prevent cruel and degrading treatment of persons with disabilities (recommendation 170)
341. The Internal Prison Rules prohibit the use of tear gas and irritants, measures of physical influence and batons, weapons against persons with clear signs of disability, except in cases of an attack that threatens the life and health of officials of the penitentiary institution or other persons (MoJ Order 2823/5 of 28.08.2018).
342. The Internal Pretrial Detention Center Rules established the obligation of the SCES staff to ensure respect for dignity and a proper regime for serving a sentence and detention of persons with disabilities, to create conditions to meet the special needs of prisoners and convicts with disabilities. It is prohibited to use physical measures, special means and firearms against persons with disabilities, except in the above cases (MoJ Order 1769/5 of 14.06.2019).
Provide trainings for judges on the rights of persons with disabilities (recommendation 172)
343.  In 2018-2020, the National School of Judges conducted 16 trainings and educational activities with participation of 287 judges on improving the accessibility of justice for people with disabilities, and on the rules of communication with persons with intellectual and mental disabilities being participants in the trial.
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF NATIONAL MINORITIES. 
COMBATING HATE CRIMES

Ensure protection of cultural, educational, religious and linguistic rights of all communities and minorities living in Ukraine (recommendations 37, 38, 40, 89, 137, 138, 140, 175, 179)
344. In March 2020, SSEP was registered as a legal entity. This Service implements state policy in the field of inter-ethnic relations, religion and protection of the rights of national minorities. 

345. The right of persons belonging to indigenous peoples, national minorities of Ukraine to study the language of the indigenous people or national minority of Ukraine in public institutions of preschool, primary and general secondary schools or through national cultural societies was enshrined in legislation (Laws 2145 of 05.09.2017 “On Education”, 463 of 16.01.2020 “On Complete General Secondary Education”, 2704 of 25.04.2019 “On Ensuring the Functioning of the Ukrainian Language as the State Language”).

346. Law 2704 of April 25, 2019 “On Ensuring the Functioning of the Ukrainian Language as the State Language” also provides for the possibility of additional publication of acts of the authorities of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, local governments translated into Crimean Tatar language as an indigenous language in Ukraine in addition to the above provisions. It is permitted to distribute campaign materials duplicated in the languages of indigenous peoples and national minorities of Ukraine in the manner and under the conditions specified by law. The use of languages of national minorities and indigenous peoples for cultural events is allowed whenever justified by the artistic and creative idea of the organizer of the event, as well as in cases specified by law. The possibility to use languages of indigenous peoples, national minorities of Ukraine during cultural events organized by the respective minority is also to be enshrined by the separate law.

347. On September 2020, the working group within the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights, De-occupation and Reintegration of the TOT in Donetsk, Luhansk oblasts, the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, city of Sevastopol, national minorities and international relations was created to develop a draft law «On national minorities». Its first meeting took place on September 22, 2020.

348. In the 3rd quarter 2020, the expert group developing a national strategy to support ethnic diversity and national unity launched its work under the auspices of the SSEP. Public consultations on group’s issues and other legal documents will be held within the framework of the Forum of Ethnic Communities. It is planned as an inclusive platform for activities of thematic groups on issues related to national minorities and indigenous peoples of Ukraine. The creation of the Forum of Ethnic Communities began in October 2020.

349. A strategic document aimed at combining measures to protect the rights of national minorities and indigenous peoples with measures promoting the integration of society is being developed.

350. Law “On Education” was amended. According to the law, persons belonging to national minorities of Ukraine, whose languages are the official languages of the EU, and who started general secondary education before September 01, 2018 in the language of the respective national minority, continue receiving such education in accordance with the rules that existed before the entry of the law into force with a gradual increase in the number of subjects taught in Ukrainian by September 01, 2023, while all other students - by September 01, 2020 (Law 2704 of April 25, 2019 “On ensuring the functioning of the Ukrainian language as the state language”).

351. Law 463 of January 16, 2020 “On Complete General Secondary Education” establishes a model for the use of the language within general secondary education institutions in accordance with the recommendations of the Venice Commission of December 11, 2017. In particular, the first model provides for the possibility of education of children belonging to the Crimean Tatar people in the Crimean Tatar language without defining the scope. The second model provides for the possibility of obtaining general secondary education in the mother tongue (60% of the total number of subjects studied) by those children who belong to national minorities and whose languages are the official languages of the EU. The third model provides for the possibility of study in the mother tongue (20% of the total number of subjects studied) by children belonging to national minorities whose languages are not the official languages of the EU. 

352. An extensive network of educational institutions operates to ensure the right to be educated in the languages of indigenous peoples and national minorities and to learn these languages as well. Preschool institutions provide education in Ukrainian, Crimean Tatar, Moldovan, German, Polish, Russian, Romanian, Slovak, and Hungarian languages. Education is provided in Ukrainian and 8 languages of indigenous peoples and national minorities of Ukraine in grades 1-4; in Ukrainian and 5 languages of indigenous peoples and national minorities in grades 5-11. 32 languages are studied in general. 319,000 students in 1,177 schools are studying the languages of indigenous peoples and national minorities in total.

353. The Council of Representatives of Public Associations of Indigenous Peoples, National Minorities of Ukraine has been functioning within the MoES since 2018 (MoES Order 606 of 07.06.2018). It includes 30 representatives of public associations of the Crimean Tatar people and national minorities.

354. In 2017-2019, the all-Ukrainian Festival of National Cultures was held at the state level. The Ukrainian Cultural Foundation provides financial assistance on a competitive basis for the implementation of projects of civil society institutions, in particular those aimed at catering for the needs of national minorities since 2018. In 2019, the fund provided financial support to projects in the amount that is 2 million UAH more than it was in 2018. More than 20 music bands representing different cultures and traditions of national minorities living in Ukraine, including Crimean Tatars, take part in the events every year.

Provision of favorable conditions for Crimean Tatars 

355. Crimean Tatar groups operate in 2 preschool institutions in the Kherson region. They study Crimean Tatar language, Crimean Tatar traditions and culture.

356. In 2020, 600 hundred textbooks in Crimean Tatar language were distributed for the 3rd grade pupils. In 2019, 300 hundred textbooks in Crimean Tatar language were distributed for the 2nd grade pupils and 11th grade pupils. The learning programs for Ukrainian and foreign literature for pupils of grade 10 and 11 include works of Crimean Tatar writers reflecting the fate of the Crimean Tatar people.

357. Every year on May 18 Ukraine undertakes activities to honor the Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the Crimean Tatar Genocide, which include, in particular, thematic TV, radio broadcasts, screenings of documentaries on the forced deportation of the Crimean Tatar people from Crimea, initiated by the USSR People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs on May 18, 1944. 

358. The Public Enterprise “Crimean House” regularly conducts various cultural and artistic events throughout Ukraine in order to provide psychological rehabilitation for indigenous peoples and national minorities living outside the temporarily occupied Crimea through the culture and science.

359. The event called “The Age of Crimea” dedicated to the Day of Crimean Resistance to Russian Occupation was held on February 26, 2020. Its main topic was dedicated to the TOT of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the city of Sevastopol and Crimean residents, in particular, Crimean Tatars. The event consisted of 4 working panels. It addressed the following issues: national and international instruments of the struggle for Crimea, the militarization of Crimea and the Black Sea region, human rights discourse aimed  at drawing attention to political prisoners, human rights in Crimea and Sevastopol.

360. A competition to create a multimedia project for the study of the Crimean Tatar language was also held. The winner of the competition was determined in 2020 (MoCIP Order1918 of 22.06.2020).
361. In 2016-2019, 35 educational centers called “Crimea-Ukraine” worked on the basis of authorized institutions of higher education in the cities of Dnipro, Zaporizhzhia, Kyiv, Lviv, Mykolaiv, Kharkiv, Kherson and Odessa. They accepted documents from persons whose place of residence was TOT of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol to let them get higher education in Ukraine. Applicants living in the occupied Crimea had the right to enter certain higher educational institutions within the established state quotas (20%). 153 persons entered the higher educational institutions in 2016, 204 persons in 2017, 254 persons in 2018 and 265 persons in 2019 accordingly through the educational centers called “Crimea-Ukraine”.

362. Crimean Tatar groups operate in 2 preschools of Henichesk district within Kherson region. 71 children study there the Crimean Tatar language, traditions and culture. In 2019/2020, 53 pupils for grade 1-3 received general secondary education in the Crimean Tatar language in Kherson region. 412 students study Crimean Tatar language as a required course. In addition, 150 students study Crimean Tatar language optionally.

Intensify efforts for the integration of the Roma community into society (recommendations 173, 174, 177-179)
363. Draft Strategy on the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination against the Roma National Minority and the Inclusion in Ukrainian Society those Representatives who Found Themselves in Difficult Life Circumstances, was developed for the period until 2030, as well as the Action Plan for its implementation in 2021.
364. In 2019, 3.3 thousand activities on legal education for members of the Roma national minority were conducted by the territorial departments of justice. They were attended by more than 23.5 thousand persons. More than 2,000 media appearances on the protection of the rights and freedoms of persons belonging to the Roma national minority were carried out. The representatives of the Roma national minority were provided with almost 4.8 thousand consultations.

365. In 2020, 193 persons of the Roma national minority used the services of the state employment service, of which 140 persons received vocational guidance services, 43 persons were employed accordingly. In 2019, 207 Roma persons were employed and 360 received vocational guidance services respectively. In 2019, the centers of social services provided various types of social services to 2.4 thousand Roma families, namely 881 Roma families received psychological assistance, 738 families were provided with legal assistance and 1.1 thousand families received humanitarian aid; documents were restored for 169 persons. 792 families established connection with family members and the community. The housing issues of 582 families were resolved.

366. In order to inform population about the services of the state employment service and the state of the labor market, outreach activities are also carried out to the united territorial communities of Roma settlements.

367. Explanatory work on the importance of education was conducted among Roma, especially among children and youth, in the context of the Action Plan on implementation of the Strategy for the Protection and Integration of the Roma National Minority into Ukrainian Society until 2020.

368. In 2019, 249 land plots with a total area of almost 82 hectares were given to Roma persons for farming, and 119 land plots with a total area of almost 38 hectares for their personal use. For the construction and maintenance of a residential building, outbuildings and facilities, 437 land plots with a total area of over 60 hectares were provided for ownership, and 236 land plots with a total area of almost 36 hectares were given to them for their personal use.

369. In 2020, there were 60 Roma amateur creative groups in Ukraine. International Roma Festival of Jazz Art «Pap-Jazz Fest» is annually conducted in Zakarpattia region. 31 art events and 18 exclusively Roma events were held in different regions of Ukraine with the participation of amateur Roma groups and individual performers of Roma nationality.

370. In 2017-2018, more than 13.8 thousand passports of the citizen of Ukraine were issued to persons of Roma nationality (2440 passports were issued during 9 months of 2020).
371. Amendments to the Procedure for registration, issuance, exchange, sending, withdrawal, return to the state, annulment and destruction of a passport of the citizen of Ukraine are being developed. Its purpose is to provide the possibility for a person applying for a passport for the first time after reaching 18 years of age to request the excerpt from the State Register of Civil Status Acts.
372. In 2017-2019, 8938 birth certificates for Roma children were issued, whereas in 2020 - 1951 certficates.

373. The police carry out preventive measures in the Roma environment aimed at preventing neglect and homelessness of children. Particular attention is paid to the issue of improper performance by parents or persons replacing them of their responsibilities for the upbringing of children and the prevention of their use for the purpose of begging. District police officers, employees of the juvenile delinquency prevention units and heads of territorial police departments (divisions) are assigned to the places of compact and spontaneous Roma settlements. To ensure law and order in such places the patrolling by police officers and rapid response teams were intensified.

374. Informational and educational campaigns are conducted annually to encourage and ensure the registration of all children, including Roma, in all regions of Ukraine. In 2019, the civil registry offices conducted more than 300 roundtables with the participation of charity, public organizations and Roma representatives. More than 1,111 lectures for persons belonging to the Roma national minority to encourage the registration of children and raise awareness with the provisions of family law of Ukraine were delivered in the same year. In 2020, 218 round tables and 617 lectures were held. Appropriate clarifications by preparing articles for the print media, speeches at radio and television studios are provided; relevant information is posted on the stands of local authorities.

375. As the largest Roma communities reside in Zakarpattia, Odesa and Kharkiv regions, representatives of the justice departments in these regions undertake activities during which issues related to ensuring the rights of the Roma national minority in Ukrainian society, in particular their documentation and obtaining birth certificate, are discussed. Corresponding explanations of legal provisions are given and the practical possibility of their realization is explained. In 2019, visits to Roma settlements, in particular to the cities of Uzhhorod and Vynohradiv, the village Kholmok of the Uzhhorod region, a number of cities in the Odessa region were carried out. In 2020, due to the epidemiological situation in the country and in order to prevent the spread of respiratory infections caused by coronavirus COVID-19, visits to Roma settlements have not been conducted.

Take measures to combat all forms of racial discrimination and incitement to hatred. Investigate cases of racially motivated violence, bring perpetrators to justice (recommendations 34, 40, 42, 43, 47, 49, 51, 52) 
376. Amendments to the CC, according to which the commission of a crime on the grounds of racial, national, religious hatred or discord or on the basis of gender is determined as aggravating circumstances, came into force on January 12, 2018 (Law 2227).
377. In 2018-2019, police officers initiated pre-trial investigation into 303 criminal proceedings on the grounds of crimes provided for in Art.161 “Violation of equality of citizens depending on their race, nationality, religious beliefs, disability and other grounds” of the CC. According to the results of the investigation, 11 proceedings with an indictment were sent to the court. Pre-trial investigations into 127 cases are under way.

378. In 2020, police officers initiated pre-trial investigation into 127 criminal offenses under Art.161 of the CC. 3 indictments with plea agreements were sent to the court; a motion to release the person from criminal liability in connection with genuine repentance within 1 criminal proceeding was sent to the court as well. Pre-trial investigations into 72 cases of the same category are under way.

379. Information posters on combating racial discrimination, racism and xenophobia, liability for acts having clear evidence of discrimination and legal remedies for victims of discrimination were developed by the National Police in cooperation with NGOs. These information posters are placed in police stations and crowded places.

380. The SSU prevented more than 800 attempts to destabilize situation on the basis of interfaith contradictions and facts of incitement of interethnic hatred.
Conduct public campaigns for promotion cultural diversity and tolerance (recommendations 44-46)

381. Educational institutions on a regular basis carry out information, awareness raising and preventive campaigns in order to prevent xenophobia, racial and ethnic discrimination among pupils and students. Such campaigns take the form of educational classes, talks, round tables, lectures conducted by psychologists.

382. The promotion of the culture of ethnic communities is carried out through special museum expositions dedicated to their history, way of life and traditions.

383. Book exhibitions, meetings, educational talks and other events aimed at developing tolerance, respect for culture, history, language, customs and traditions of different nationalities and at combating xenophobia, racial and ethnic discrimination in Ukrainian society are held in libraries.

384. A communication campaign dedicated to the Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the Crimean Tatar Genocide was launched. A nationwide communication campaign dedicated to the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People was prepared. A communication campaign to support the promotion of the principles of tolerance, which would help to instill respect for national minorities in the population, namely thematic videos and advertising campaigns under the motto “We are different, but we are united!” was presented.

Prohibit statements aimed at inciting hatred or intolerance against any minorities (recommendations 48, 50, 53, 83, 87)

385. Measures to prevent and cease broadcasting programs having elements of propaganda or incitement of interethnic, racial, religious hatred and enmity, dissemination of information with elements of sexism and violating ethical, humanistic and moral norms are taken by the National Council on Television and Radio Broadcasting.

386. In 2019-2020, the mentioned Council imposed sanctions and applied to the court to annul the license of a television company that disseminated information calling for an aggressive war, incitednational, racial or religious hatred and enmity, and spread propaganda of exclusivity, arrogance or inferiority of persons on the grounds of their religious beliefs, ideology, belonging to a particular nation or race, sexual orientation (the abovementioned Council’s Decisions 18 of 01.01.2020, 342 of 27.02.2020, 125 of 07.02.2019; 1319 of 05.09.2019).

Ensure effective coordination of the activities of the Expert Council of the Ministry of Culture on ethnopolitics (recommendation 33)
387. The composition of the Expert Council on Ethnopolitics was renewed (MoCIP Order 186 of 06.03.2018). 10 meetings of the Expert Council on Ethnopolitics were held in 2017-2019; of which 4 were field trips to the different cities. The abovementioned Council, in particular, provided recommendations on the directions of work of the Department for Religions and Nationalities. This Council has being subordinated to the newly created SSEP since 2021.

FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION. 
ACTIVITIY OF NGOs AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

Guarantee the right to freedom of thought and expression and active participation of society and the media in public affairs (recommendations 80, 82,)
388. In 2020, the Council of Europe's Convention on Access to Official Documents, which guarantees the right to access to official documents for everyone without discrimination on any grounds and on person’s request, was ratified by Ukraine. 

389. Draft law “On Media” (reg. No.2693) is currently under consideration of the Parliament. It aims at ensuring the realization of the right to freedom of expression, the right to receive comprehensive, accurate and operational information, pluralism of opinion and free dissemination of information, protecting the national interests of Ukraine and the rights of media users, regulating media activities in accordance with principles of transparency, justice and impartiality, stimulating the competitive environment, equality and independence of the media. Its adoption should create the necessary conditions to meet the information needs of the citizens of Ukraine, the effective development of the field of audiovisual media services using new technologies. The draft provides a basis for defining general requirements for media entities, in particular, for transparency of ownership structure and control of each individual type of media entities. 

390. Draft concept on support and development of regional mass media was developed. The aim of this concept is to raise public awareness about social processes in the country, development and protection of the national information space and freedom of speech in Ukraine, to meet the information and cultural needs of local communities; to limit the influence of political forces, business, public authorities on the editorial policy of regional media.
Respect the rights of religious communities for their institutional autonomy (recommendation 78)
391. In 2019, the procedure for state registration of religious organizations was improved, the requirements to registration documents submitted for state registration of statutes of religious organizations were unified (Law 2673 of 17.01.2019). In 2018-2020, 375 statutes of religious organizations were registered.

392. Monitoring of the human rights situation and the facts of violations by the Russian Federation of the rights of religious organizations and religious minorities in the TOT is carried out on a regular basis.

Promote the development of NGOs (recommendations 79, 84)

393. As a part of establishing favorable conditions for the creation and development of civil society institutions, measures were taken to enhance the involvement of representatives of such institutions in competitions with the aim of obtaining financial support from the state or local budget. In 2019, the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine conducted training for representatives of 21 children’s NGOs on the preparation of tenders. In 2020, a training workshop was also conducted and attended by representatives of 48 civil society institutions. In 2018 – 2019, 102 projects were implemented according to the results of the competition to determine programs (projects) developed by civil society institutions. Financial support was provided for their implementation.

394. The mechanism of using the state budget funds for financial support of public associations of persons with disabilities was determined. This mechanism aims at introducing a transparent competition for financial support of programs developed by such associations (CMU Resolution 166 of 03.03.2020).

395. A new mechanism for using funds to provide financial support to veterans' public associations was elaborated. It determins, in particular, that the funds provided in the state budget for financial support of all-Ukrainian public associations of veterans, measures concerning attending burial sites of militaries and military monuments and perpetuation the memory of those who were killed during wars and military conflicts are allocated according to the results of the competition (CMU Resolution 156 of 14.02.2018).

396. The procedure for registration of statutes of territorial communities was simplified. The procedure created preconditions for ensuring the participation of citizens in the management of local affairs through the use of various forms of local democracy, which are regulated by relevant statutes (CMU Resolution 1058 of 18.12.2019).

397. A draft of a new National Strategy for the Promotion of Civil Society Development is being developed. The aim of the Strategy is to create favorable conditions for the creation and development of the civil society institution, ensure effective procedures for public participation.
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF JOURNALISTS 

Ensure the safety of journalists and the possibility to carry out their activities freely. Conduct investigations concerning persons who were found guilty of murder of journalists, in particular P. Sheremet (recommendations 86, 88, 89, 90, 91, 104)

398. In order to ensure the journalism activity within quarantine measures imposed as a response to COVID-19 pandemic, television and radio journalists became entitled to be present, inter alia, in territories where an emergency situation or quarantine had been declared after presenting documents confirming their professional activities. They also are entitled to perform their professional duties freely (Law 540 of 30.03.2020).
399. Draft law “On Amendments to the CC of Ukraine on Strengthening Liability for Committing Criminal Offenses against Journalists” (reg. No.3633) was adopted in the first reading on November 04, 2020. The draft aims to increase the fine for obstructing the exercise of legitimate professional activities of journalists and provides for deprivation of liberty for a term of 7 to 14 years for recurrence of the crime or its commitment by a group of persons with a prior conspiracy, including threats of murder, damage to property of a journalist and his family, intentional infliction of bodily injuries to such persons in connection with the exercise of lawful professional activity by this journalist.

400. An inter-agency working group was established at the GPO in order to improve the effectiveness of pre-trial investigation and supervision over its legality, to support public prosecution in the proceedings of criminal offenses committed against journalists and harmonize cooperation between the law enforcement agencies. This working group includes representatives of the PGO, National Police, SS and SBI.

401. As of the 4th quarter 2020, law enforcement agencies investigated 505 criminal proceedings of criminal offences against journalists. 61 proceedings are pending before courts. Within 24 proceedings, indictments were sent to the courts. 151 proceedings were closed and investigation in 253 proceedings continues. The courts considered indictments and issued sentences in 12 proceedings. Based on legal qualification of offences, among these proceedings, 381 were opened under Art.171, 345-1 of the CC, 53 – under Art.185, 186, 187 of the CC, 19 – under Art.122, 125, 194 of the CC, 21 – under Art.146, 162 of the CC 13 – under Art.364, 365, 366 of the CC, 6 – under Art.115 of the CC, 2 – under Art.258 of the CC and 1 – under Art.438 of the CC. 

402. 3 persons were informed about the suspicion within the pre-trial investigation of the criminal proceedings of premeditated murder of P. Sheremet on December 12, 2019. On August 19, 2020 the indictment in these proceedings concerning the specified persons was directed for consideration to the court.

403. The facts of persecution of journalists at the TOT of Donetsk and Luhansk regions were established within the criminal proceedings. The facts of abuse of Ukrainian and foreign journalists by the members of the armed forces of the Russian Federation were established during pre-trial investigation. According to these facts, 3 people were reported to be suspected of committing crimes, whereas indictments regarding 2 of them were sent to the court. The pre-trial investigation is ongoing.

404. The Prosecutor's Office of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea is carrying out procedural control in 17 criminal proceedings, in which more than 40 cases of pressure on journalists committed at the TOT of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol were established. 12 persons were reported on suspicion in these criminal proceedings. The pre-trial investigation is ongoing.

405. The Main Investigation Department of the National Police, as part of its investigations of the dissemination of personal data about journalists and incitement to attacks on them, constantly monitors the organization of registration, detection, investigation of crimes of this category, examines the state of pre-trial investigation in criminal proceedings.

406. Specialized training courses on the safety of journalists for law enforcement officers and judges were developed.

PROTECTION OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS AND RIGHT To HEALTHCARE

Promote social development and employment of the population, improve its living standards, social security and social protection (recommendations 126, 127)
Labour market and employment 

407. The main directions of implementation of the state policy in the field of employment of the population and creation of new workplaces for the period up to 2022 was approved (CMU Decrees 1396 of 24.12.2019, 216 of 03.03.2020). In 2020, in order to implement the action plan for achieving the mentioned goals, the state employment service attracted 25.2 thousand people to participate in public works, of which 25 thousand were registered as unemployed. Free consultations on the organization and conduct of entrepreneurial activities are provided. In 2020, 24,4 thousand of such consultations were provided. Awareness-raising activities are carried out to prevent illegal labor relations. In 2020, 364 seminars were held for employers on legal employment, 3642 outreach activities aimed at informing the public on the benefits of formal employment were held as well. In 2020, 4.8 thousand field trips were also held by regional employment centers, and almost 63.3 thousand residents of communities received services according to employment programs.

408. In 2019, the State Employment Service introduced the institution of a career adviser. The adviser provides an individual approach to employment issues; studies all the circumstances relevant to effective employment; assesses the risks and opportunities associated with employment; conducts profiling of persons, on the results of which he/she is recommended on the set of services. Based on the results of the profiling, the career adviser together with the person draws up an Individual Employment Plan, which is a program of action for the unemployed until gainful employment is found.

409. The number of persons who found employment with the assistance of the State Employment Service and, in particular, career counselor amounted to 826 thousand people in 2019 and 581 thousand people in 2020.

410.  The website of this Service “Unified social employment environment”, renewed in 2018, helps to create nationwide database of vacancies and CVs of job seekers in real time. On average, around 446 thousand CVs and 54 thousand vacancies are available for search and viewing on this website every day.

411. A law amending legislation on promoting productive employment was drafted. The aim of the draft is to improve labor market management mechanisms, develop professional skills of labor market participants, improve insurance principles, regulate the activities of private employment agencies.
412. Draft law “On protection of migrant workers and combating fraud in employment abroad” (reg. No.2365) is pending the 2nd reading. It prohibits companies working in the field of international employment, to receive funds for arranging employment abroad from a potential job seeker and introduces administrative liability for violations by such companies of the ban on collection of fees, commission fee and other remuneration from citizens for mediation in employment in Ukraine or abroad.

413. Draft Law “On Labor” also proposes to define at the legislative level the concepts of labor relations and indications of their existence, the procedure for concluding a mandatory written employment contract and various types of fixed-term employment contracts, legislative regulation of flexible forms of work, domestic and remote work. It introduces new approaches to the settlement of individual labor disputes, in particular through mediation procedures, and other norms that are generally aimed at protecting the rights of persons who are in labor relations. It also suggests the ways to overcome undeclared work and unshadowing of employment relations.

414. Draft law “On Amendments to the Law “On Ratification of the International Labor Organization Convention 173 of 1992 on the Protection of Employees in the Event of Insolvency of the Employer” (reg. No.3332) is under consideration of the Parliament. It provides for acceptance of obligations by Ukraine under Part III of the Convention.
Social protection and social services

415. The procedure for citizen’s participation in the program of provision of affordable accommodation was improved. The new procedure is aimed at minimizing corruption risks in the implementation of the accommodation program, in particular, the resolution provides for independent choice of accommodation by citizens according to the criteria defined in resolution; opportunity for program participants to purchase ready-built houses from the developer; impartial distribution of funds between regions in proportionality to the population in the region (CMU Resolution 819 of 10.10.2018).
416. Funds from the state budget allocated to provide state support for the construction (purchase) of affordable accommodation in 2018-1019 was increased by 70 million UAH compared to 2017.

417. The minimum wage increased by 34.3% from 2018 to 2020. By July 1, 2021, the minimum wage should increase by another 30% compared to 2020.

418. From July 01, 2020, the subsistence level was increased by 4.5%, which, in its turn, contributed to the increase in the the amount of state social guarantees and benefits.

419. In July 2020, owing to the change in the subsistence level for persons who lost their ability to work, the minimum pensions, allowances and increases to pensions depending on the subsistence level were revised. On December 01, 2020 the amount of the pension increased to 1,769 UAH. Another review is being carried out in this area.

420. On March 1, 2019, the first automatic indexation of pensions for 10.2 million retired persons was carried out. The Government determined the procedure for annual indexation and the coefficient of increasing the average wage (income) in Ukraine, of which insurance premiums were paid and which is used to calculate the pension at the level of 1.17. In May 2020, pensions for 8.4 million retired persons were indexed by 11% and its size was increased on average by 260 UAH. The amount of the increase was from 100 UAH (the smallest size) up to 1,500 UAH.

421. The amount of pension supplements, pensions for special achievements for Ukraine, other additional payments based on the subsistence level was increased, in particular, for such categories as miners, persons with disability as a result of the accident at the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Station or war and combatants, including victims of the Revolution of Dignity. 

422. Insurance payments to victims of industrial accidents were recalculated and increased. On March 03, 2020, monthly insurance payments were recalculated for 205.2 thousand people at a level of 1.11, as a result of which the increase in payments averaged 376.4 UAH. The average monthly insurance payments for 89.1 thousand affected miners (members of their families) increased by 514.2 UAH.

423. The system of providing housing subsidies to the population was reformed. The provision of housing subsidies to the population in cash (CMU Resolutions 1176 of 27.12.2018, 62 of 06.02.2019) has started from January 01, 2019. In September 2020, 2.9 million households received a housing subsidy to pay for housing and communal services. Legislative changes were adopted to expand the program of state social assistance to low-income families and reduce the dependence of recipients on social benefits (Law 646 of 02.06.2020 “On Amendments to Some Laws of Ukraine to Increase Social Guarantees for Certain Categories of Persons”).
424. In 2020, the Government took a number of measures aimed at ensuring social guarantees for workers, preventing their dismissal due to reduced economic activity during the pandemic, in particular, employers and individual entrepreneurs from among small and medium-sized businesses that stopped or reduced their activities during quarantine. The right to receive partial unemployment benefits to cover the cost of wages to workers whose working hours were reduced, or compensation for loss of income for individual entrepreneurs was granted. 2.8 billion UAH was allocated from the state budget to finance this assistance (CMU Resolution 308 of 27.04.2020). The procedure for providing and recovering of funds aimed at financing partial unemployment benefits for the quarantine period was determined (CMU Resolution 306 of 22.04.2020). In 2020, the institutions of the state employment service made more than 205 thousand positive decisions on the provision of such assistance to 370.9 thousand employees, including 181.7 thousand decisions on the provision of assistance to individual entrepreneurs. The possibility to submit applications for  obtaining the status of unemployed person and getting unemployment benefits remotely was also provided (CMU Resolution 307 of 24.04.2020). Unemployment allowances for uninsured persons were increased by 53.8% for the period of quarantine and within 30 days after its completion (the Board of the Fund of Compulsory State Social Insurance in Case of Unemployment Resolution 217 of 08.04.2020).
425. Since 2018, the Government has been conducting a campaign to eliminate arrears in wage. Regional headquarters monitoring the status of implementation of decisions on the recovery of arrears in wages and other benefits related to employment were established throughout Ukraine. In 2020, the bodies of the State Executive Service collected 461.5 million UAH debt, which is 106.8 million more than it was in 2017.

Socially responsible business 

426. The Concept for the implementation of the state policy in the field of promoting the development of socially responsible business in Ukraine for the period up to 2030 and the Action Plan for its implementation were approved. The Action Plan provides, in particular, for promotion of principles and standards of socially responsible business, conducting appropriate information and educational campaigns; preparation and provision of recommendations to business entities on the implementation of socially responsible business policy; introduction of annual competitive selection of business entities with a high level of social responsibility (CMU Decrees 66 of 24.01.2020 and 853 of 01.07.2020).

Intensify the fight against poverty, especially in rural areas (recommendation 129)

427. The Poverty Reduction Strategy that aims to minimize the risks of social exclusion of the rural population is being implemented. The Action Plan for the implementation of the Strategy for 2020 envisages the introduction of effective incentives for employment of the rural population as a result of the creation of a flexible training network on small business issues, the introduction of state support for family business development in rural areas. It also provides for increasing the level of access, quality and prompt medical services for the population in rural areas and ensures the development of social services in rural areas, taking into account the needs of territorial communities (CMU Decree 202 of 03.03.2020).
428. In 2018-2019, there was a tendency towards reduction of poverty in Ukraine and improvement in the living standards in general. There was a positive trend in rural areas in reducing the indicators of poverty, in particular, by 36.3% in 2017, 31.5% in 2018 and 29.5% in 2019 respectively. At the end of the first quarter of 2020, the level of absolute poverty in rural areas was 34.7% (in 2019 it was 34.6%). The level of relative poverty in 2020 was 31.8% compared to 33.4%  in 2019. 

429. The implementation of 3 projects was completed in 2019 at the expense of sectoral budget support of the EU. One of which was aimed at improving the level of rural development, living, activities and life of villagers in the Lviv region. In 2020, 7 projects were implemented. They were aimed at providing modern information and communication systems to rural territorial communities of Kirovohrad region; the development of rural entrepreneurship and infrastructure in Lviv region; increasing the competitiveness of rural peripheral communities of Odessa region.

430.  The State Strategy for Regional Development for the period up to 2027 was approved (CMU Resolution 695 of 05.08.2020). Development of rural areas is one of the  goals of this strategy. It also defines the general vector of sustainable development of regions and is developed in accordance with the SDGs until 2030. Accelerating economic growth of regions, improving their competitiveness through efficient use of domestic potential, creating new jobs and returning of migrants to their home countries are the main objectives of the new regional policy.

Continue to determine priorities of the health care in the state budget, improve access to health services, in particular to combat infant and maternal mortality (recommendations 30, 130, 131)

431. In the State Budget for 2020, health care funding amounted to 113 billion UAH, which is 13% more than it was in 2019. Creation of the Medical Guarantees Program, development of emergency medical care (1.9 billion UAH) and financing of the government’s program “Affordable Drugs” (2.1 billion UAH) are the main priorities for which money from the State budget were allocated.

432. The health care is a priority sphere along with the security and defense spheres defined in the State Budget for 2021. It is planned to increase medical expenditures to 4.2% of GDP. 2.6 billion UAH was allocated for vaccines and 1 billion for a safe learning process. 23.5 UAH billion was pledged for the needs of primary health care, and about 160 billion UAH for the needs of secondary and tertiary health care.

433. In 2020, the Coronavirus Control Fund was established in the amount of UAH 64.7 billion. These funds will be directed to the priority areas of combating the spread of COVID-19. The state budget provides another 15.8 billion UAH for salary supplements of health workers who counter the epidemic. In total, expenditures for the MoH increased by 16.4 billion UAH (Law 553 of 13.04.2020 “On Amendments to the Law “On the State Budget of Ukraine for 2020”).
434. In August 2020, expenditures in the field of the state financial guarantees of medical care increased by 7.1 UAH million (CMU Decree 986 of 12.08.2020).
435. The priority of the healthcare sector is laid down in the Government’s Action Plan. The reform of the public health sector, improvement of the system of financing the provision of medical care were identified among the long-term priorities (CMU Resolution 471 of 12.06.2020).
436. In 2020, according to the Law “On State Financial Guarantees of Medical Care for the Population”, the Medical Guarantee Program was launched. The Program is a list of medical services provided to the patient free of charge. The program of medical guarantees includes primary, outpatient, inpatient, emergency, palliative care, medical rehabilitation, medicines reimbursement program.

437. The creation of economic and social conditions for an increase in the birth rate and reduction of the death rate by introducing effective social mechanisms to support the child and the family, the development of family forms of educating the children deprived of parental care, support for early child development and maternity services were identified as one of the priorities of the National Security Strategy of Ukraine (Presidential Decree 2392/2020 of 14.09.2020).
438. Draft law “On the Public Health System” (reg. No.4142) is under consideration of the Parliament. The draft lays down the basic principles of personnel, scientific and financial support of the public health system.

439. Draft acts on the screening of newborns for genetic diseases with a view to their early detection and timely treatment to reduce infant mortality, as well as the State Program on Reproductive Health for 2021-2026, are being developed.

Implement a system to expand and monitor vaccination coverage to respond to outbreaks of polio, measles and other diseases (recommendations 32, 132)


440. The Strategy of the Development of Immunoprophylaxis and Protection of the Population from Infectious Diseases until 2022 and action plan for its implementation were approved. The strategy is aimed at ensuring the priority of the implementation of measures for immunoprophylaxis of the population, improving legislation and ensuring stable funding for these measures; ensuring public access to effective, safe and cost-effective immunoprophylaxis measures; formation of awareness among the population, the medical community and representatives of state authorities of the value and need of immunoprophylaxis and ensuring social demand for mandatory preventive vaccinations; optimization and maintenance of sustainable functioning of systems for monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of immunoprophylaxis measures (CMU Decree 1402 of 27.11.2019).
441.  Among the main achievements in the implementation of this Strategy are, in particular, the introduction of 3-year planning and full funding of the immunoprophylaxis program within the calendar of preventive vaccinations; simplification of the requirements for the organization of vaccination points and access to vaccines for private health workers who signed an agreement with the National Health Service of Ukraine; optimization of the prophylactic vaccination calendar (in particular, the 1st dose of hepatitis B vaccination was postponed from the 1st month of a child's life to the 2nd; measles vaccination at the age of 6 months is allowed, the age range for measles vaccination among adults is extended).
442. The Procedure for conducting epidemiological surveillance of measles, rubella and congenital rubella syndrome was approved (MoH Order 954 of 23.04.2019).
443. Both the provision of immunobiological medicines and the level of vaccination coverage are constantly monitored. All regions are provided with vaccines. The number of children vaccinated increased, for example, in 2019, three times as many babies received vaccinations against pertussis, diphtheria and tetanus compared to 2016. The conditions for the implementation of immunization during a pandemic was adapted. 

444. Action Plan for the elimination of measles and rubella in Ukraine in 2025 and Plan to support Ukraine's status of a polio-free country, its readiness to take measures to confirm the import of wild poliovirus and detect the circulation of vaccine-derived poliovirus for 2021-2023 were drafted. 

Monitor the waste disposal to preserve the environment and human health (recommendation 134)
445. On July 21, 2020 a draft law “On Waste Management” (reg. No.2207-1-d) was adopted in the 1st reading. The project envisages creating an opportunity to attract investment in the construction of waste processing plants; manufacturer's responsibility for the full life cycle of packaging, batteries, accumulators, electrical and electronic equipment; introduction of norms for waste incineration and disposal operations to prevent damage to human health and the environment; introduction of an electronic waste management information system to ensure transparency in the industry and avoid corruption risks, which will consist of open registers, modules for the provision of administrative services, reporting and analysis of static information; waste management planning. The project provides for a significant increase in fines for violation of the requirements of legislation in the field of waste management, including for littering of territories.

446. Draft laws “On Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment” (reg. No.2350), “On Batteries and Accumulators” (reg. No.2352) and “On restricting the circulation of plastic bags on the territory of Ukraine"(reg. No. 2051-1, pending the 2nd reading), which are necessary for further reform of the industry, are under consideration of the Parliament. 

Intensify efforts to implement the National Report “Sustainable Development Goals” (recommendation 190)
447. SDGs for the period up to 2030 are defined as guidelines for the development of draft forecast and program documents, draft regulations to ensure the balance of economic, social, environmental dimensions of sustainable development of Ukraine (Presidential Decree 722/2019 of 30.09.2019).
448. The monitoring of the implementation of the SDGs was improved. Its annual  review is envisaged. 183 indicators were approved, in the context of which data collection is carried out to monitor the implementation of the SDGs, their disaggregation, as well as management of the relevant information and the timing of its delivery.

449. Analysis of data on SDGs allows to identify current problems in their implementation, to determine the priorities of economic policy, to establish relationships between sectors to ensure synergies and smooth out potential contradictions (CMU Decree 686 of 21.08.2019).
450. The program of activities of the Government, approved in 2020, aims at achieving the SDGs, in particular, within the framework of ensuring equal rights and opportunities for women and men, development of the labor market, food security of the country, urban planning, rationing and technical regulation in construction, energy and environmental safety, rational use of fresh water and subsoil use, overcoming poverty of persons with disabilities, development of education, science and innovation, healthy lifestyle (CMU Resolution 471 of 12.06.2020).
451. On September 22, 2020, a high-level discussion on strengthening the role of the Parliament in achieving the SDGs was held with the participation of state officials. It is planned to conduct a self-assessment of the Parliament in achieving the SDGs.

ANNEX 1
Implementation of selected recommendations formulated by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights based on the report of UN agencies and NGOs working in the field of human rights protection
Harmonize the definition of “stateless person” with the definition contained in the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons 

1. Law 693 of June 16, 2020 amended some legislative acts of Ukraine, which brought the definition of “stateless person” in line with the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons. The law regulates the procedure for determining the status of a stateless person; such persons were given the opportunity to legally reside on the territory of Ukraine, work, receive medical care, social guarantees and pensions; to receive documents that will provide an opportunity to leave Ukraine and return to its territory.

2. In order to ensure the implementation of the mechanism of recognition as a stateless person, a Governmental Resolution “Some issues of Recognition as a Stateless Person” was drafted.
Abolish legal provisions allowing a person to be detained for up to 30 days without trial

3. Under Art.8 of the Law 2268 “On the Peculiarities of State Policy to Ensure the State Sovereignty of Ukraine in the TOT in Donetsk and Luhansk regions”, the Presidential Decree 116 of April 30, 2018 put into force the Decision of the National Security and Defense Council on the launching the JFO and the termination of the ATO.

4. Law 1630 of August 12, 2014 “On Amendments to the Law “On Combating Terrorism” on the preventive detention in the area of the ATO of persons involved in terrorist activities for a period exceeding 72 hours" was not applied in the context of the JFO. Given that fact, preventive detention was not used.
5. In 2015-2019, preventive detention was not applied during the ATO.

Abolish the practice of sterilization without free and informed consent of a person with a disability

6. In 2017, provisions of Art.281 of the CiC and Art.49 of the Law “Fundamentals of the legislation of Ukraine on health care”, which provided for the possibility of sterilization of an incapacitated person without his/her consent, with the consent of the guardian, were excluded (Law 2205 of 14.11.2017 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine on Psychiatric Care”). 
To date, sterilization is possible only at the request of an adult.

7. In 2018, MoH Order 121 of July 06, 1994 “On the use of methods of sterilization of citizens” was canceled (MoH Order 940).
Introduce a legislative mechanism for applying an alternative to detention for illegal migrants
8. On December 15, 2017 the legislative mechanism for applying the alternative to detention of illegal migrants became operational after a new CAP had come into force (Law 2147 of 03.10.2017 “On Amendments to the Commercial Procedure Code of Ukraine, CiPC, CAP, other legislative acts”). 

9. Under Art.289 of the CAP, if there are reasonable grounds to believe that a foreigner or a stateless person, in respect of whom an administrative action for forced expulsion was filed, will evade the execution of such a decision, obstruct the relevant procedure or if there is a risk of his escape, as well as in the absence of a document to leave Ukraine, the relevant authority may submit a statement of claim to the court for the detention, for the imprisonment of a foreigner or stateless person on bail; or the obligation of such person to post bail.

10. While applying bail, the court shall explain in writing to the foreigner or stateless person his\her responsibilities. Bail may be granted to authorized persons of enterprises, institutions or organizations that the court considers to be of particular confidence. The deposit of a pledge includes the payment by a foreigner, stateless person or other natural or legal person (pledger) of funds in the currency of Ukraine to a special account (CMU Resolution 403 of 23.05.2018).
Ensure effective protection against deportation and improve asylum procedures, in particular by establishing a formalized border control mechanism in cooperation with UNHCR and civil society organizations 
11. Under Art.3 of the Law “On Refugees and Persons in Need of Additional or Temporary Protection” a refugee or a person in need of additional protection or who was granted temporary protection may not be deported or forcibly returned to a country where their life or liberty is in danger on the grounds of race, religion, nationality, citizenship, belonging to a particular social group or political beliefs, as well as for other reasons recognized by international treaties or international organizations to which Ukraine is a party, as those that cannot be returned to countries of origin.

12. In 2019, stands in English and Ukrainian were installed at 13 aviation and 36 automobile checkpoints with information on the procedure for applying for protection in Ukraine, the rights and obligations of foreigners - seekers of protection - with the financial support of the UNHCR in order to ensure effective protection against expulsion, the provision of legal assistance and translation services to foreigners and stateless persons. Stands with information booklets about the procedure for applying for protection in Ukraine in four languages (English, Russian, Arabic and Farsi) were installed in the transit zones of Ukraine's international airports.

13. Draft law “On the Provision of Protection to Foreigners and Stateless Persons” (reg. No.3387) is under consideration by the Parliament. The draft proposes to establish a procedure for accepting applications for the protection of persons detained in pre-trial detention facilities, places of temporary stay of foreigners and stateless persons; to improve such an order on the state border of Ukraine; establish a common and accelerated form of protection procedure; establish procedural standards related to conducting individual interviews with asylum seekers, proving and evaluating applications for protection, confidentiality during the protection procedure; to settle the issue of releasing seekers of protection from criminal and administrative liability; to eliminate legislative gaps concerning the application of foreigners and stateless persons with a repeated application for protection, re-registration of persons granted protection, transfer of personal files of asylum seekers; to regulate the concept of harassment and serious harm, which is one of the fundamental issues during the procedure of providing protection to foreigners and stateless persons; determine the procedure for integration of persons who have been granted protection; determine the procedure and grounds for granting asylum in Ukraine, the procedure for its termination and the status of persons granted asylum. In addition, the project proposes to amend certain legal acts in order to improve social guarantees of seekers of protection, their right to health protection.  

14. From the moment of filing an application for recognition as a refugee or a person in need of additional protection in Ukraine, until the final decision on the application, as well as from the moment of detention to identify and ensure forced expulsion, foreigners and stateless persons are entitled to secondary FLA. In 2020, persons applied for recognition as a stateless person also received this right from the date of submission of the application for recognition as a stateless person until the final decision on the application, as well as upon obtaining an immigration permit, temporary or permanent residence (Law 693 of 16.06.2020 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning Recognition as a Stateless Person”).

15.  From January 01, 2018 to the IV quarter of 2020, local secondary FLA centers received more than 840 written applications from persons covered by the Law “On Refugees and Persons in Need of Additional or Temporary Protection” to provide secondary FLA. 

Develop special simplified procedures for persons who have lost their identity documents to receive temporary registration documents and documents for departure

16. In June 2020, amendments were made to some legislative acts of Ukraine regarding the recognition of a stateless person, in particular, the Law “On the Legal Status of Foreigners and Stateless Persons”. These changes stipulate that a foreigner or a stateless person in case of loss or exchange of a passport must notify in writing within 3 working days the central executive body implementing the state policy in the field of migration (immigration and emigration), illegal migration, citizenship, registration of individuals, refugees and other categories of migrants defined by law (Law 693 of 16.06.2020 “On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Concerning Recognition as a Stateless Person”).
17. Paragraph 11 of the Procedure for extending the period of stay and extending or reducing the period of temporary stay of foreigners and stateless persons on the territory of Ukraine stipulates that a foreigner and a stateless person in case of loss of a passport of a foreigner or a document certifying a stateless person on the territory of Ukraine must immediately notify in writing the territorial body or SMS’s unit, which is obliged to issue a certificate and send a notice to the State Border Guard Service. In this case, the issue of extending the period of stay of the specified category of persons on the territory of Ukraine or their departure from Ukraine shall be resolved after they receive at the diplomatic mission or consular office of the country of citizenship or origin or previous permanent residence of a foreigner's passport or stateless identity document on the basis of a personal statement, a copy of a certificate issued by a territorial body or subdivision of the SMS on the loss of such a document and a certificate issued by the Administration of the State Border Service on crossing the state border (if the period of stay at the time of the last entry was not extended) (CMU Resolution 150 of 15.02.2012).

Enhance the legal framework by ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR

18. Ukraine acceded to the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR concerning the abolition of the death penalty by Law 756 of March 16, 2007.

Introduce strict adherence to the minimum age for marriage

19. The marriage age for men and women is set at 18 years. At the request of a person who has reached the age of 16, a court may grant him/her the right to marry if it is established that it is in his or her interests. Persons who have reached the age of marriage have the right to marry. The marriage is registered after 1 month from the date of submission of the application for registration of marriage. If there are valid reasons, the head of the body of state registration of civil status allows the registration of marriage before the expiration of this period. In case of pregnancy of the bride, birth of a child, as well as if there is an immediate threat to the life of the bride or groom, the marriage is registered on the day of submission of the relevant application or on any other day at the request of the bride and groom within one month (Art.22, 23, 32 of the FC).
20. Violation of the requirements established by Art.22 "Marriage age" of the FC is the basis for the invalidity of marriage (Art.38 of the FC).
21. The Rules of state registration of acts of civil status in Ukraine establishes that state registration of marriage with the abovementioned person is carried out on a general basis. In this case, a person who has not reached the age of marriage, when applying for state registration of marriage presents a passport or passport document and a copy of the court decision on the right to marry (MoJ Order 52/5 of 18.10.2000).

Ensure the strengthening of the regional presence of the Office of the Ombudsman according to its current model, in conjunction with civil society partners with due public funding

22. The Ombudsman institution operates at both central and regional levels. Regional offices of the Ombudsman were created to ensure the effective work of the Ombudsman and the availability of personal reception of citizens in every region of Ukraine. Representatives of the Ombudsman coordinate the activities of the departments of the regional representative office in respective areas.

23. In each region of Ukraine, public reception offices of the Ombudsman were established, in which his regional representatives work. They ensure the implementation of the powers of the Ombudsman in the field of parliamentary control over the observance of human and civil rights at the regional level.

24. NPM works on the model “Ombudsman +”. Public monitors selected through open competitions assist the permanent staff of the Department for the Implementation of the NPM in Kyiv and the departments of the Ombudsman’s regional offices. In 2015, the NPM worked together with about 100 monitors in different regions of Ukraine. In 2020, their number increased to 175.

Continue efforts to ensure that law enforcement officials receive training in international human rights norms and standards

25. Law enforcement officials, judges, lawyers of the FLA system are constantly trained in various international human rights instruments and increase their competence in knowledge of international human rights standards.
26. Police officers and prosecutors receive anti-trafficking training. In particular, in 2020, police officers participated in the training “Combating human trafficking: introducing a multidisciplinary approach in the interaction of subjects”, in international meetings on joint multilateral investigations into the involvement of Ukrainian citizens in the smuggling of migrants by sea and termination of the activities of transnational criminal organizations. In 2019, the OSCE together with Interpol held two trainings for law enforcement officers and prosecutors on the topic: “Survey of victims of human trafficking”.

27. In 2019, 57 police officers were trained in preventing and combating domestic violence in order to further involve them as trainers in training on this topic in regions. The UNFPA supported the training.

28. In 2018-2020, judges, judicial staff and candidates for judges attended lectures and trainings on the provisions of the ECHR, CEDAW, CAT, and CRPD. For example, in 2020 lectures were held on the norms of the Law of Ukraine "On Ensuring Equal Rights and Opportunities for Women and Men", on the prohibition of discrimination, the introduction of the principle of gender equality in the courts, taking into account the provisions of the CEDAW. In June 2020, an online training was held on the topic of gender equality through the prism of the prohibition of discrimination in the light of the practice of the ECtHR.

29. Training programs for penitentiary system staff, law enforcement officials, and the judiciary include the provisions of the UN CAT and its Optional Protocol, the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, the European Prison Rules, the recommendations of the CPT and the ECtHR`s jurisprudence regarding violations of Art.3 of the ECHR.
30. Within the framework of the initial professional training of police officers who are first admitted to the police, it is envisaged to study the subject “Ensuring human rights and freedoms. Freedom from torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or torture. Practice of the ECtHR".

31. During professional training of prosecutors and candidates for the positions of prosecutors, trainings “Prohibition of torture, inhuman and degrading treatment, treatment and punishment of Article 3 of the ECHR” are provided. The course “Prohibiting abuse in law enforcement, security and other coercive contexts” of the European Human Rights Education Program for Legal Professionals (HELP) has been adapted. Its passage was completed by a pilot group of prosecutors of the GPO, investigators of the SBI and lawyers. In 2019, field seminars for local and regional prosecutors were held on the application of the practice of the ECtHR in supervising the observance of law in provision of medical care to detainees and prisoners.

32. In 2019, under the auspices of the CoE, a training “Investigation and documentation of torture: a theoretical approach to the Istanbul Protocol” was conducted. Under the auspices of the OSCE, trainings on the investigation of torture and abuse of power by law enforcement agencies and seminars on human rights in the investigation of war crimes were held as well.
33. In 2018-2019, under the auspices of the Ombudsman’s Office, trainings were held on the provisions of the Guidelines for the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Istanbul Protocol) for medical staff of the penitentiary service, other law enforcement officers working with detainees, prisoners or convicted persons. Similar trainings were conducted for law enforcement officers under the auspices of the ICRC, the CoE, the UN Global Fund and other international partners.

34. As of the 4th quarter 2020, 295 training and communication events were held in order to increase the level of legal services, in which about 18 500 FLA system lawyers participated.
Provide the lack of impunity for those who have committed acts of arbitrary deprivation of life and other serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in the context of the amnesty and pardon provided for in the Minsk agreements, or any other amnesty or pardon

35. Ukrainian law doesn’t provide for amnesty for those who have committed serious human rights violations.

36. Under Art.4 of the Law “On the application of amnesty in Ukraine” the amnesty cannot be applied, in particular, to persons convicted of crimes against the foundations of national security of Ukraine, terrorist act, banditry, homicide under aggravating circumstances; persons convicted of a crime or crimes that resulted in the death of two or more persons. The amnesty cannot be also applied to persons convicted of homicide and torture, forced donation, unlawful deprivation of liberty or kidnapping if serious bodily injuries resulted in death.

Transfer the powers of the Ombudsman's Office for the protection of personal data and access to public information to an independent supervisory authority

37. Within the framework of the working group created by the Parliamentary Committee on Digital Transformation and Committee on Human Rights, Deoccupation and Reintegration of the TOTs in Donetsk and Luhansk Regions and Crimea, National Minorities and International Relations a new version of a law on personal data protection is being drafted. The draft is intended to implement into national legislation the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of individuals in connection with the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data. The adoption of this draft law will create the preconditions for the formation of an independent supervisory body in the field of personal data protection. On November 20, 2020 expert consultations on the draft law were held.
Information on the implementation of the remaining recommendations is provided in the relevant sections of the Interim Report, in particular, "Prevention of Torture and Ill-Treatment", "Sexual Violence", "Combating Domestic Violence", "Protection of National Minorities", "Strengthening Institutional Capacity of the Ombudsman", "Rights of the Child", “Gender Equality", "Human Rights on the TOT and of IDPs", "Economic, Social, Environmental Rights and Health Care".
ANNEX 2

Human rights violations on the TOT of Ukraine by occupying administration of the Russian Federation and its armed formations

Violations on the TOT of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol

1. The Russian Federation continues to persecute those who disagree with the temporary occupation of Crimea, as well as those who express pro-Ukrainian positions or Ukrainian identity. “Anti-extremist” legislation is arbitrarily used, especially against Crimean Tatars. The occupation authorities of the Russian Federation, including bodies of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation continue to intimidate the Crimean Tatars, carrying out searches and detention of the Crimean Tatars simultaneously in different settlements of the occupied Crimea. The purpose of such actions is to “neutralize” the most active members of the human rights movement, in particular, members of the public association of families of political prisoners “Crimean Solidarity”, lawyers, citizen journalists who document the progress of illegal searches and trials, and, in fact, remain the main source of information on human rights violations in the occupied Crimea. Crimean Tatars suffer regular raids and searches on their communities and private homes, and live under the permanent threat of being persecuted as “extremists” and “terrorists”. Consequences of the Russian aggression against Ukraine have been multiplied by the COVID-19. Monitoring of the response of the Russian occupying authorities in Crimea to the COVID-19 pandemic clearly shows  that  Russia as  occupying power has failed to take the necessary steps to combat the spread of COVID-19 among the protected population.

2.
The rule of law has been completely destroyed in the occupied Crimea. Sentences are handed down on trumped-up charges, without respecting the right to a fair trial. In some cases, in violation of international law, Russian criminal law has been applied retroactively to the events that took place before the occupation, in violation of international law.

3.
The number of political hostages is constantly increasing: about 100 citizens of Ukrainian are now imprisoned in Crimea and Russia. Ukraine receives witness’ reports of inadmissible conditions of detention and transportation during detention, torture and inhuman treatment of detainees. The facts of eEnforced disappearances are not being investigated.

4.
According to the legal regime applied by the Russian Federation, cases concerning civilians belonging to “prohibited religious groups, espionage, and subversive activities in Crimea” are generally referred to military courts located in the Russian Federation.

5.
Since the temporary occupation of Crimea, more than 320 cases of illegal imprisonment and violation of the inviolability of the dwelling home or other property of a person have been established. Ukrainian law enforcement agencies are investigating 40 cases of violations of the right to life and health against 8 people and 10 cases of torture and ill-treatment of 21 people. 203 proceedings on 305 facts of illegal imprisonment and violations of inviolability of home by the Russian occupying administration are investigated. 17 cases involving crimes against journalists and bloggers are being investigated. The investigation in the criminal proceedings on the fact of creation and activity in the TOT of Crimea of armed formations, not provided by the laws of Ukraine, is in process (900 people were identified, 235 people were reported suspicion under Art.260(2) of the CC).

6.
Ukrainian law enforcement agencies are investigating criminal proceedings on the facts of misappropriation of property belonging to the state of Ukraine and private individuals. According to calculations, the amount of damage caused by the temporary occupation of Crimea, excluding lost profits, is 1 trillion 80 billion UAH. The investigation found that Russian occupying power, based on “decisions” of occupation courts deprived of property rights on land 3779 people.

7.
Ukrainian law enforcement agencies are investigating the facts of illegal movements of orphans and children deprived of parental care, including through illegal adoption. According to the investigation, in 2014, 12 consents were signed for the admission of children from boarding schools in the occupied Crimea: 7 children from 10 months to 8 years old left for Russia.

8.
The Russian occupying authorities continue to transfer prisoners from Crimea to the territory of Russia. The Russian Federation doesn’t inform the relatives of the detainees about their whereabouts during the transfer from Crimea to Russia. The actual number of people displaced during the six years, including pre-conflict prisoners, remains unknown. Ukrainian detainees, whom the Russian occupying authorities in Crimea consider the Russian citizens, have additional difficulties: they are denied consular visits during their imprisonment, and upon release, they are not allowed to leave Crimea and renounce their Russian citizenship until the end of their post-prison surveillance.

9.
There are violations of the international humanitarian law, laws and customs of war in the occupied territory of Crimea. Ukrainian law enforcement agencies are investigating 230 criminal proceedings on violations of human rights and freedoms by the Russian occupying power, 55 of them - under Art. 438 of the CC (violation of the laws and customs of war). These categories include, in particular, premeditated murder, prolonged unlawful detention, deprivation of the right to a fair trial, unlawful and retrospective application of criminal law, torture, inhuman treatment, illegal deportation, colonization, transfer of convicts and children by adoption; illegal conscription into the Russian armed forces, appropriation of public and private property, cultural values.

10.
Ignoring the rules of international humanitarian law, namely the IV Geneva Convention 1949, since the beginning of the occupation of Crimea  in 2014, Russia has conducted 11 illegal conscription campaigns on the peninsula, illegally recruiting about 25,000 Crimean residents to the Russian armed forces. During the current 12th conscription campaign, launched in October 2020, the occupation authorities planned to recruit more than 2,500 people.

11.
The Russian Federation continues to implement a policy of militarization of the occupied Crimea. As of the first half of 2020, 32.5 thousand Russian military, 200 armored vehicles, 31 tanks, 100 artillery systems, 34 helicopters, 63 planes and 684 units of military equipment were in the occupied Crimea. Intelligence services and law enforcement agencies of Ukraine receive signals about the transportation of nuclear weapons from Russia to occupied Crimea and that in the area of Sevastopol the relevant infrastructure for storage of such means was restored.

12.
UN General Assembly resolutions 73/194 of 17.12.2018, 74/17 of 09.12.2019, 75/29 of 07.12.2020 “The problem of militarization of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol (Ukraine), as well as parts of the Black and Azov Seas” state that the presence of Russian troops in Crimea violates the national sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity of Ukraine and undermines the security and stability of neighboring states and the European region.

13.
The Russian Federation is steadily increasing its military forces in the occupied Crimea. From August 10 to 21, 2020, Russia conducted large-scale military exercises within the Southern Military District with the involvement of all types of troops; artillery fire was practiced at the Crimean Opuk testing ground. In July 2020, military exercises were held with training of marines, aviation and ship firing. Caliber-NK cruise missiles were used to suppress the defense of the conventional enemy of the ships of the Russian Black Sea Fleet. On October 15, 2020, another illegal military exercise took place - the Russian Black Sea Fleet conducted maneuvers with the participation of the frigate “Admiral Grigorovich” and the coastal missile complex “Utes” located in the Crimean Mountains.

14.
Active militarization of the educational process continues. Cells of the so-called “all-Russian children and youth military-patriotic public movement “Youth Army (Yunarmiya)” continue to rebuild in the occupied Crimea. On November 5, 2019, the “first cadet meeting” took place in Simferopol, in which was attended by about 300 people. On November 29, 2019 in the conference room of the so-called “Council of Ministers of the Republic of Crimea” was held the second meeting of the Board of Trustees of the “Crimean Regional Branch of the Youth Army”. Representatives of military formations attended the meeting, in particular, the Deputy Commander of the 22nd Army Corps of the Russian Black Sea Fleet. On February 23, 2020, “commemorative events dedicated to the anniversary of the formation of the people's militia” were held in Simferopol. The local unit of “Unarmy” organized an honor guard near the Tank-monument in Simferopol.

15.
The Russian Federation continues to block the Azov-Black Sea area. The Border Service of the Federal Security Service of Russia illegally detains and reviews merchant ships, including those sailing to Ukrainian ports in Mariupol and Berdyansk. These actions, together with the restrictions on navigation, which were imposed because of the illegal construction of a bridge over the Kerch Strait, have a negative impact on the work of Ukrainian seaports. Cases of illegal detention of Ukrainian fishing ships are recorded: on February 15, 2020, a Ukrainian fishing ship and four citizens of Ukraine, members of its crew were detained in the waters of the Sea of Azov. After serving the term of “administrative arrest” on charges of “poaching”, on February 25, 2020 the crew was released and returned to the mainland of Ukraine on their own ship.

16.
Violation of the right to education in the Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar languages takes place on the TOT of Crimea. None of the 7 Ukrainian schools that functioned in Crimea before the occupation are working now. In pPrevious years, about 0.2% of children studied in Ukrainian language, in Crimean Tatar language - 3.1%.

17.
Religious organizations in the occupied Crimea were severely persecuted. Among them there are , including the Crimean Diocese of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Jehovah's Witnesses, and the Ukrainian Christian Evangelical Church. The community of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine was evicted from the cathedral in Simferopol (the main temple of the church). On March 3, 2019, officers of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia unjustifiably detained Archbishop Kliment for 7 hours. In April 2019, the occupation administration refused to register a local religious organization at the request of Archbishop Kliment. On June 8, 2019, the occupying “Arbitration Court” of the Crimea decided to terminate the lease agreement for the premises where the current Cathedral of Saints Vladimir and Olga in Simferopol was located. The reason was a debt of 2.3 hryvnia (less than 1 cent). In the same month, under the guise of repairing the premises, the occupation authorities practically destroyed the building of the cathedral. On July 23, 2020, the so-called “bailiff’s service” of Crimea handed over to the Archbishop of Simferopol and Crimea Kliment a resolution on the demolition of the church in honor of the Assumption of the Icon of the Mother of God “Neopalimaya Kupina” in Evpatoria. In November 2020, the Metropolitan of the Crimean Diocese of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine Clement received a package of documents from the occupation authorities demanding to dismantle the church and pay a fine of 50 thousand rubles. On June 04, 2020 searches were carried out in the homes of Crimean residents in the city of Sevastopol, suspected of participating in the religious organization “Jehovah's Witnesses”. On October 1, 2020, Russian security forces conducted new searches in at least 9 houses of Crimean residents in Sevastopol suspected of involvement in the Jehovah's Witnesses organization. As a result, 5 people were detained, and a criminal case was instituted against 4 of them.

18.
Administrative pressure is exerted on the cells of Protestant Christian religious organizations and Muslim communities. Religious organizations are fined based on “violations” of part 3 and part 4 of Art. 5.26 of the Code of Administrative Offenses of Russia (“carrying out of its activities by a religious organization without specifying the full official name" and "carrying out missionary activities in violation of the requirements of the legislation on freedom of conscience, freedom of religion and religious associations” - respectively). In total, according to the information from human rights activists, since the beginning of the occupation of Crimea, at least 73 fines have been awarded for 1,075,500 Russian rubles.

19.
The Russian Federation continues to introduce automatic Russian citizenship in violation of IHL, including the Geneva Conventions 1949 and international customary law. If Crimean residents refuse to receive Russian passports, they are artificially restricted in their rights to employment, medical care, social and pension benefits. The absence of a Russian passport often becomes the basis for forced deportation and a ban on entry Crimea and the city of Sevastopol.

20.
The Russian Federation conducts systematic forced demographic changes in Crimea, including through forced transfers and deportations. More than 45,000 Ukrainian citizens left Crimea because of deportation by the occupation authorities, intimidation, and persecution. In an effort to actively colonize the peninsula, according to various estimates, from 172,000 to more than 500,000 Russian citizens were resettled to Crimea, there was a significant influx of military and civil servants and their families.

21.
Any attempt to exercise the right to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly and freedom of association is subject to systematic reprisals, including intimidation, pressure, physical attacks and harassment, including warnings, bans, house searches, detentions and fines. This forces journalists, civil society activists and lawyers to cease their activities and endangers human rights defenders who dare to resist and talk about these violations.

22.
The Russian Federation uses the radio frequency resource of Ukraine to broadcast TV and radio programs of Russia and Russian occupying authorities in Crimea. In particular, 31 TV and radio companies were deprived of the right to use 292 frequency assignments for broadcasting in 69 settlements (analog television broadcasting); 28 TV and radio companies have been deprived of the right to use 72 frequency assignments for broadcasting in 18 settlements (digital television broadcasting); 39 TV and radio companies have been deprived of the right to use 139 frequency assignments for radio broadcasting in 31 settlements (terrestrial radio broadcasting). 58 software service providers and 12 cable companies are deprived of the right to operate.

23.
The rights of journalists and media freedom are violated; in particular, Crimean Tatar journalists Osman Arifmemetov, Remzi Bekirov, Rustem Sheikhaliyev, and Nariman Memedeminov were detained and sentenced to 2.5 years in prison under the article “terrorism”.

Violations on TOT of Donetsk and Luhansk regions

24.
The practice of arbitrary detention and detention without regard to the outside world and the use of torture continues. The frequency, intensity and duration of torture and ill-treatment vary, but they usually continue until the detainee agrees to confess or provide information.

25.
Methods of torture and ill-treatment include beatings, electric shocks, suffocation (wet and dry), sexual violence, removal of body parts (nails and teeth), deprivation of water, food, sleep or access to a toilet, imitation of execution, threats of violence or death, and threats of harm to the family. Evidence from released detainees indicates that torture and ill-treatment are also used for punitive purposes, as well as for humiliation and intimidation, including by staff in some places of detention. Torture and ill-treatment are often exacerbated by inhuman conditions of detention, in particular, in the SIZO “Izolyatsia”, a prison, created after the occupation of Donetsk on the site of the IZOLYATSIA Arts Foundation. 

26.
The Russian armed formations continue to commit deliberate killings of civilians and prisoners of war, cruel treatment of the civilian population, shelling of civilian objects and infrastructure, forced passportization, looting of national values in the occupied territory, the use of means of war prohibited by international law. On these facts, a pre-trial investigation is carried out within the framework of 173 criminal proceedings under Art.438 of the CC (violation of the laws and customs of war).

27.
The Ukrainian law enforcement agencies completed the investigation and sent to court 14 criminal proceedings against 32 people for the creation of a terrorist group or terrorist organization 

(7 proceedings under Art.258, 258-3 of the CC), participation in armed groups not provided by law (3 proceedings under Art.260 of the CC) and the conduct of aggressive war or aggressive hostilities (4 proceedings under Art.437 of the CC). Convictions were handed down in 3 proceedings against 7 people. The trial of other proceedings is in process.

28.
One of these criminal proceedings established 160 places of illegal detention in conditions of imprisonment of captured Ukrainian military personnel and civilians, and more than 3,500 people (of which 1,700 are civilians), were illegally held captive and subjected to torture, inhuman treatment. In this and other criminal proceedings, 26 people were prosecuted, including 22 people for violating the laws and customs of war, 11 indictments were sent to court, and 2 people were convicted.

29.
In 2018-2020, the involvement of 91 Russian citizens was identified in the implementation of armed aggression in eastern Ukraine as part of illegal armed groups created and controlled by the Russian Federation. As of the IV quarter of 2020, 30 indictments against Russian citizens were sent to the courts, against 16 Russian citizens the courts passed convictions.

30.
Military forces Occupying armies of the Russian Federation violate the agreement on a regime of complete silence reached on December 9, 2019 during the Paris summit in the “Norman format”: from December 19, 2019 to July 20, 2020 2,171 shelling by illegal armed formations were recorded; losses of the AFU: 42 killed and 319 wounded.

31.
According to the TCG agreements of July 22, 2020 from July 27, 2020 a full and comprehensive ceasefire was introduced. It is forbidden to place heavy weapons in settlements and their environs, on objects of civil infrastructure, including schools, kindergartens, hospitals. However, the Russian occupying armies violate the ceasefire regime. For example, two service members of the AFU were killed because of the shelling by militants at of the Vodiane settlement.

32.
In the context of human rights violations against freedom of religion and belief an increase in religious intolerance was recorded in relation to the majority of Christian religious organizations of the Protestant trend. The occupation administrations adopted a number of “laws” that oblige religious communities operating in these territories to undergo “re-registration” and “state religious examination”. Representatives of the Russian occupying administration carries out a large-scale of repressive actions against representatives of Jehovah's Witnesses, in particular, willful searches of private and religious buildings, in which prohibited objects are planted, hours of interrogation, and confiscation of property. The official announcement was made about the “cessation of the activities of the religious organization of Jehovah's Witnesses”.

33.
A system of military-patriotic education of children and youth was created. Its ideological component is based on the “values of the Russian world”. In the territory of the Donetsk region temporarily occupied by the Russian Federation a military-patriotic movement “Young Guard - Unarmy” functions, whose members can be children and young people aged 8 to 35 years. In the territory of the Lugansk region temporarily occupied by the Russian Federation there are children's organizations “Young Guard” (Yunaya ghvardiya”) and “Young Guard” (Molodaya ghvardiya”) (both names mean “Young guard”) created for such purposes. The provisions of the statutes of these “military-patriotic movements” actually repeat the provisions of the statutes of the Russian organizations “Young Guard of United Russia” and “Youth Army”. Thus, in the occupied Donbas, the Russian Federation has been trying to educate children and youth as “defenders” who must be ready to fight for the values of the occupying country.

34.
The occupation of the part of Ukraine led to widespread and systematic violations of human rights in the field of freedom of speech and expression. There is a further reduction in civilian space in the TOT of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, including through the introduction of new “rules” restricting freedom of expression on the Internet. Although social networks are the only platform for expressing criticism, after administrative restrictions introduced in December 2019, the list of “administrative offenses” was expanded to include the dissemination, including on the Internet, of information that offends human dignity or public morality, and expresses an explicit disrespect for “power”.

35.
The Ukrainian licensees were deprived of the right to broadcast in Donetsk region (73 frequency assignments): 23 TV and radio companies using 34 frequency assignments in 10 settlements (analogue TV broadcasting), 28 television and radio companies using 8 frequency assignments in 2 localities (digital television broadcasting), 23 TV and radio organizations using 31 frequency assignments in 8 settlements (broadcasting). In Donetsk region, 65 software service providers and 1 cable broadcaster lost the opportunity to operate.

36.
In Luhansk region the Ukrainian licensees were deprived of the right to broadcast (102 frequency assignments): 24 TV and radio companies using 61 frequency assignments in 15 settlements (analogue TV broadcasting) 29 TV and radio companies using 12 frequency assignments in 3 settlements (digital TV broadcasting) 19 TV and radio organizations using 29 frequency assignments in 5 settlements (broadcasting). In Luhansk region, 34 software service providers and 2 cable broadcasters lost the opportunity to operate. 

37.
Miners' protests against wage delays led to a series of arrests of participants which also testifies to the lack of freedom of peaceful assembly in the occupied territories.

__________________

38.
According to the international organization Freedom House, the level of freedom in the occupied Crimea and the occupied part of eastern Ukraine has fallen to one of the worst in the world since 2014. The organization’s report for 2019 says that on a 100-point scale, where 100 is the highest, the occupied Crimea received 8 points, and occupied part of the Donbass - 5 points. These territories were included in the list of the "worst of the worst" territories in the world. At the same time, the Russian Federation received itself 20 points.

39.
Human rights violations committed by the Russian Federation have led to the resettlement of 1.4 million people from the above-mentioned territories to the territory of Ukraine controlled by the Government of Ukraine.
