ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO PERU (SECOND BATCH)
BELGIUM
· Belgium welcomes the fact that Peru has taken measures to tackle violence against women, as recommended in the previous UPR cycle, amongst others by adopting the National Plan against Gender-Based Violence. However, serious challenges in this regard remain. How is the Government of Peru planning to implement the national plan and which steps is the Government further considering in order to ensure that victims of gender-based violence have access to effective remedies? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Belgium welcomes the actions the Government of Peru has taken to improve access to information on sexual and reproductive health for teenagers. However, there is an increase in adolescent pregnancy rates and a lot of these pregnancies are apparently the result of sexual abuse. Which measures will Peru take to tackle this problem? Would Peru consider expanding the exceptions to the prohibition on abortion, for example in case of rape, incest or when the fetus is unviable?
· During the previous UPR, the Government of Peru accepted the recommendation to carry out a thorough and independent investigation on the policy of forced sterilization undertaken by the authorities in the 1990s, so as to ensure that those persons responsible do not enjoy impunity and that victims can obtain reparation. Which measures were taken since the second UPR cycle to ensure that victims have access to justice and reparation?
· Belgium would like to enquire about the situation of human rights defenders, in particular those who voice their concerns about the violation of land rights and the environment. What actions does the Government of Peru take to support and protect human rights defenders against violence, intimidation or attacks?
· As a strong proponent of the abolition of the death penalty, Belgium welcomes the fact that Peru has abolished the death penalty for ordinary crimes since 1979. Would the Government of Peru consider to take its engagement one step further and ratify, without reservations, the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty?
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