ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO JAPAN (THIRD BATCH)
PORTUGAL
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Has the State-under-review established a dedicated ‘national mechanism for implementation, reporting and follow-up’ (NMIRF) covering UPR recommendations, but also recommendations/observations generated by the UN human rights Treaty Bodies, the Special Procedures and relevant regional mechanisms? If so, could the State-under-review briefly share its experience on creating such mechanism, including challenges faced and lessons learnt, as well as any plans or needs to strengthen the NMIRF in the future?
SPAIN
· In view of the very positive progress observed at the local level in recognizing same-sex unions, does the government of Japan consider the possibility of regulating this social reality at the national level?
· What expected timeframe and concrete steps do the Japanese authorities consider taking in order to establish an independent national human rights institution, with competence to consider and act on complaints of human rights violations by public authorities?
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
· How does the Government of Japan propose to use the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics to encourage greater social inclusion for citizens with disabilities and other minority groups?
· What action is the Government of Japan taking to increase representation of women in business and government, including through Japan’s Intensive Policy to Accelerate the Empowerment of Women and the enforcement of The Act on Promotion of Women’s Participation and Advancement in the Workplace?
· When does the Government of Japan plan to publish its National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights in order to implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights?
· What plans does the Government of Japan have to introduce an independent National Human Rights Institution, in accordance with the Paris Principles?
· How does the Government of Japan plan to respond to domestic calls for reform of the death penalty, notably the declaration from the Federation of Bar Associations issued in October 2016 calling for abolition of the death penalty?
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