ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO POLAND (THIRD BATCH)
GERMANY
· In the context of recent legislative changes, including reforms of the Constitutional Tribunal Act and the Law on Prosecution: What measures is Poland taking to ensure compliance with the rule of law and the independence of the judiciary in line with European and international standards, i.a. Poland’s obligations under the ICCPR?

· The Polish legislation on abortion and access to contraception is one of the most restrictive in Europe. How is Poland planning to reduce the number of potentially life-threatening, clandestine abortions if access to modern contraception is not always guaranteed and legal access to safe abortion is often not available? 

SPAIN
· After ratifying the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, is the Polish Government planning to establish a comprehensive plan which would improve the implementation of existing provisions such as restraining orders, eviction orders and battered women's shelters?

· Could the Government of Poland explain why the functions of Prosecutor General and Minister of Justice have been merged? As a result of that, how will the Polish Government preserve the independence of the prosecution authorities?

· Given the increasing number of racist and xenophobic acts, including  discrimination cases against migrants and asylum seekers and other vulnerable groups, would the Polish Government reconsider the abolition of the Council for the Prevention of Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]How does the Government of Poland combine the right of doctors to refuse to perform an abortion on conscientious objection grounds, and the right of women to get an abortion?
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