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Expressing the sense of the Honse of Repeesentatives that the Government

of Japan should formally selonewledge, apologize, ad aerept. historieal
vesponsibility g elear and onequivoeal manner for s Imperial Avmed
Foree's eoervion of voung women inte sexual slavery, lmown to the
world a8 “eomfort women™, dorving it8 eolonial and wartime eoempation
of Asin amwl the Paeifie Islande from the 1930s throngh the duration
af World War I

[N THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Jawtary 31, 2007

- Honpa (for lomself, Mr. SMiTH of New Jersey, Mr, Bovos, Ms: WaT-

=0m, Mr. HArRg, Ms, Boppanne, and Mr, Wir) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committes on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that

the Government of Japan should formally aeknowledoe,
apologize, and accept historical responsibility in a elear
and unequivoeal manner for its Tmperial Armed Foree's
coercion of young women into sexual slavery, known to
the world as “eomfort women’, during its eclomial and
wartime oceupation of Asia and the Pacifie Islands from
the 1930s through the duration of World War 11,

Whereas the Government of Japan, during its eolonial and

wartime oecupation of Asia and the Paeific Islands from
the 1930s through the doration of World War TI, offi-
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cially commissioned the acquisition of young women for
the sole purpose of sexnal servitude to its lmperial
Armed Forees, who became known to the world as ianfn

or “eomfort women'';

Whereas the “comfort women” system of foreed military
prostitution by the Government of Japan, considered nn-
precedented in its ernelty and magnitede, ineluded gang
rape, Toreed abortions, homiliation, aod sexual violenee
resulling in mutilation, death, or eventual suicide in one
of the largest eases of hnman trafficling in the 20th cen-
fary;

Whereas some new texibooks used in Japanese schools seek
to downplay the “comfort women” tragedy and other

Japanese war erimes dnring World War 11;

Whereas Japanese public and private officials have recently
expressed a desire to dilute or rescind the 1993 state-
ment by Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono on the
“comfort women", which expressed the Government’s sin-

cere apologies and remorse for their ordeal;

Whereas the Government of Japan did sign the 1921 Inter-
national Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in
Wiomen and Children and supported the 2000 United Na-
tions  Security Connedl  Besolution 1325 on Women,
Peaee, and Security which recognized the unigue impaet

of armed conflict on women;

Whereas the Honse of Representatives commends Japan’s efs
forts to promote buman seenrity, human rights, demo-
eratic values, and mle of law, as well as for being a sap-

porter of Security Clounell Resolotion 1325;

Whereas the House of Representatives eommends those Japa-

nese officials and private citizens whose hard work and
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eompassion resulted in the establishment in 1995 of Ja-
pan's private Asian Women's Fund;

Whereas the Asian Women's Fund has raizsed $5. 700,000 1o

extend “atonement’” from the Japanese people to the

eomfort women; and

Whereas the mandate of the Asian Women's Fund, a govern-
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ment initiated and largely government-funded private
foundation whose purpose was the earrving out of pro-
grams amd projects with the aim of atonement for the
maltreatment and  suffering of the “comfort women™,
comes to an end on Mareh 31, 2007, and the Fund is
to be dishanded as of that date: Now, theretore, he it

Fesolved, That it 15 the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Government of Japan—

(1) should formally acknowledze, apologize, and
accept historieal responsibility in a eclear and un-
equivocal manner for its Ioperial Armed Foree's co-
ervion of young women into sexnal slavery, known Lo
the world as “comfort women”, during its eolonial
and wartime oceupation of Asia and the Paeific ls-
lands from the 1930s through the duration of World
War 11;

(2) should have this official apology given as a
publie statement presented by the Prime AMinister of
Japan in his official capacity;

(41 shonld clearly and publicly refute any elaims

that the sexual enslavement and teaffieling of the
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“eomfort. women” for the Japanese Imperial Armed
Forees never oeenrred; and
(4) should edoeate conrrent aml futnre genera-
tions about this horrible erime while following the
recommendations of the international eommunity

with respect to the “comfort women',
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08.11.2007 - Motion by Van Baalen and co on the subject of the
comfort women

The House, having heard the debate,

considering that Japan is a strategic partner in Asia, with whom the Netherlands has been
maintaining relations for 400 years, 150 years of which diplomatic relations by 2008, and with

whom our country wants to shape a common future;

taking the view that Japan should publicly take full responsibility, without any reserve, for the
system of forced prostitution as operated in the years before and during the Second World War,
and for the suffering thus caused to the so-called comfort women and about which no doubts

can and should be raised;

observing that the Japanese government, by means of the so-called Kono statement from 1993,
has acknowledged the fate of the comfort women, has expressed their regret towards the
victims and has accepted responsibility with this statement, but at the same time observing that
the Japanese government and Japanese members of parliament have, on various occasions,
distanced themselves from this, as is shown by the statements by the then prime minister
Shinzo Abe last March which were later retracted, and by the advertisement of members of the
Japanese House of Representatives in the Washington Post earlier this year on the same

subject;

having read the letter which the chairman of the Japanese House of Representatives wrote on 7
November last in reply to the letter of the chairman of the House of 26 June last about the
advertisement in the Washington Post and in which he distances himself from said

advertisement;

considering that certain teaching materials in Japanese schools do insufficient justice to the
acknowledgement of the Japanese war crimes, among them the treatment of the comfort

women;



considering that Japan, via the Asian Women's Fund, has offered forms of compensation to the
former comfort women, partly financed by public funds, but that this compensation was

granted by a private organisation;

entreats the government to urgently ask the government of Japan to abandon any statement
which devalues the expression of regret from 1993 and to take full responsibility for the

involvement of the Japanese army in the system of forced prostitution;

entreats the government to urgently ask the government of Japan to make an additional gesture
by offering the comfort women still alive today some form of direct moral and financial

compensation respectively for the suffering caused;
entreats the government to urgently ask the government of Japan to encourage that all teaching
materials in Japanese schools provide a factual picture of the Japanese role in the Second

World War, including the fate of the comfort women;

and proceeds to the order of the day.

Van Baalen Wilders Van der Staaij
Van Gennip Peters Thieme

Van Dam Voordewind Verdonk

Van Bommel Pechtold



Canada, IN THE HOUSE: Comfort Women
Wed 28 Nov 20017.

Moved by: Olivia Chow, MP Trinity Spadina
Adopted by Parliament on November 28, 2007, 3:30pm

That, in the opinion of this House:

i. During its wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands, from the 1930s through the
duration of World War II, the Imperial Armed Forces of Japan officially commissioned the
acquisition of young women for the sole purpose of sexual servitude, who became known as

'comfort women'; and

ii. That some Japanese public officials have recently expressed a regrettable desire to dilute or
rescind the 1993 statement by Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono on the 'comfort women',

which expressed the Government's sincere apologies and remorse for their ordeal; and

iii. That Japan has made progress since 1945 in recognizing and atoning for its past actions,
and for many decades has been a major contributor to international peace, security, and

development, including through the United Nations; and

iv. That the Canada-Japan alliance continues to be based on shared vital interests and values in
the Asia-Pacific region, including the preservation and promotion of political and economic
freedoms, support for human rights and democratic institutions, and the securing of prosperity

for the people of both countries and the international community; and

v. That the Government of Canada should therefore encourage the Government of Japan to
abandon any statement which devalues the expression of regret from the Kono Statement of
1993; to clearly and publicly refute any claims that the sexual enslavement and trafficking of
the 'comfort women' for the Japanese Imperial Forces never occurred; to take full responsibility
for the involvement of the Japanese Imperial Forces in the system of forced prostitution,
including through a formal and sincere apology expressed in the Diet to all of those who were

victims; and to continue to address those affected in a spirit of reconciliation.
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JOINT MOTION FOR A
RESOLUTION

pursuant to Rule 115(5) of the Rules of Procedure, by

— Georg Jarzembowski, Laima Liucija Andrikiené and Bernd Posselt, on
behalf of the PPE-DE Group

— Pasqualina Napoletano and Elena Valenciano Martinez-Orozco, on behalf
of the PSE Group

— Sophia in ‘t Veld and Marios Matsakis, on behalf of the ALDE Group

— Jean Lambert, Raiil Romeva i Rueda and Hiltrud Breyer, on behalf of the
Verts/ALE Group

— Eva-Britt Svensson, on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group

replacing the motions by the following groups:

— PSE (B6-0542/2007)
— ALDE (B6-0538/2007)

Verts/ALE (B6-0525/2007)
— GUE/NGL (B6-0528/2007)

on Comfort Women



European Parliament resolution of 13 December 2007 on Justice for the 'Comfort
Women' (sex slaves in Asia before and during World War II)

The European Parliament ,

— having regard to the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade in 2007,

having regard to the International Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Women
and Children (1921), to which Japan is a signatory,

— having regard to ILO Convention No. 29 on Forced Labour (1930), ratified by Japan,

— having regard to United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000) on Women and
Peace and Security,

— having regard to the report by Gay McDougall, UN Special Rapporteur on Systematic
Rape, Sexual Slavery and Slave-like Practices during Armed Conflict (22 June 1998),

— having regard to the conclusions and recommendations of the 38th session of the UN
Committee Against Torture (9-10 May 2007),

— having regard to the Report of a Study of Dutch Government Documents on the Forced
Prostitution of Dutch Women in the Dutch East Indies During the Japanese Occupation,
The Hague (2004),

— having regard to the resolutions on the comfort women adopted by the US Congress on 30
July 2007, and by the Canadian Parliament on 29 November 2007,

— having regard to Rule 115(5) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the government of Japan, during its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia and
the Pacific Islands from the 1930s until the end of World War I, officially ordered the
acquisition of young women, who became known to the world as ianfu or "comfort women", for
the sole purpose of sexual servitude to its Imperial Armed Forces,

B. whereas the "comfort women" system included gang rape, forced abortions, humiliation,
and sexual violence resulting in mutilation, death or eventual suicide, in one of the largest
cases of human trafficking in the 20th century,

C. whereas the dozens of "comfort women" cases brought before Japanese courts have all
ended in the dismissal of plaintiffs" claims for compensation, despite court judgments
acknowledging the Imperial Armed Forces" direct and indirect involvement, and the State's
responsibility,

D. whereas most of the victims of the "comfort women" system have passed away, and the
remaining survivors are 80 or more years of age;

E. whereas over the past years numerous high-ranking members and officials of the
Japanese Government have made apologetic statements on the "comfort women" system,
while some Japanese officials have recently expressed a regrettable desire to dilute or rescind
those statements,

F. whereas the full extent of the sexual slavery system has never been fully disclosed by the
government of Japan and some new required readings used in Japanese schools try to
minimise the tragedy of the "comfort women" and other Japanese war crimes during World
War Il,
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G. whereas the mandate of the Asian Women's Fund, a government-initiated private
foundation whose aim was the implementation of programmes and projects to compensate for
the abuse and suffering of the "comfort women", came to an end on 31 March 2007,

1. Welcomes the excellent relationship between the European Union and Japan based on the
mutually shared values of a multi-party democracy, the rule of law and respect for human
rights;

2. Expresses its solidarity with the women who were victims of the "comfort women" system
for the duration of World War Il;

3. Welcomes the statements by Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono in 1993 and
by the then Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama in 1995 on the "comfort women", as well as
the resolutions of the Japanese parliament (the Diet) of 1995 and 2005 expressing
apologies for wartime victims, including victims of the "comfort women" system;

4. Welcomes the Japanese Government's initiative to establish, in 1995, the now-dissolved
Asian Women's Fund, a largely government-funded private foundation, which distributed
some "atonement money" to several hundred "comfort women", but considers that this
humanitarian initiative cannot satisfy the victims" claims of legal recognition and reparation
under public international law, as stated by the UN Special Rapporteur Gay McDougall in
her above-mentioned report of 1998;

5. Calls on the Japanese Government formally to acknowledge, apologise, and accept
historical and legal responsibility, in a clear and unequivocal manner, for its Imperial Armed
Forces' coercion of young women into sexual slavery, known to the world as "comfort
women", during its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands from the
1930s until the end of World War II;

6. Calls on the Japanese Government to implement effective administrative mechanisms to
provide reparations to all surviving victims of the "comfort women" system and the families
of its deceased victims;

7. Calls on the Japanese parliament (the Diet) to take legal measures to remove existing
obstacles to obtaining reparations before Japanese courts; in particular, the right of
individuals to claim reparations from the government should be expressly recognised in
national law, and cases for reparations for the survivors of sexual slavery, as a crime under
international law, should be prioritised, taking into account the age of the survivors;

8. Calls on the government of Japan to refute publicly any claims that the subjugation and
enslavement of "comfort women" never occurred;

9. Encourages the Japanese people and government to take further steps to recognise the full
history of their nation, as is the moral duty of all countries, and to foster awareness in Japan
of its actions in the 1930s and 1940s, including in relation to "comfort women"; calls on the
government of Japan to educate current and future generations about those events;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, to the
governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Japanese Government and
Parliament, the UN Human Rights Council, the governments of the ASEAN States, to the
governments of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Republic of Korea, the
People's Republic of China, Taiwan and Timor-Leste.
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Appendix 2.

THE
FAC 1S

The purpose of this paid public comment is to present historical facts.

At the end of April, an advertisement purporting to tell “The Truth about Comfort Women " appeared in the Washington Post.
The claims ined in these though, were anything but the “truth.”
Rather than being based on “facts,” they appeared, if anything, to be the products of “faith.”
The people of Japan have the highest mspsr:l’ furn‘w United States as a fellow dal'mr.‘mm nnnm
and as a strong and reliable ally. For d y to y. though, the freedom of feni h
and religion must be g d so that individual ci can draw their own appmpnal'e conclusions.
To enable this, people must mwa access m correct facts, rather than fallacies, distortions, biases, and factual errors.
This public seeks to p ical facts re."atmg ﬂ? “comfort women” that have not been adequately brought
to light so as to srrabl'e the fers of this d p ion to draw their own conclusions.
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50 that we sy sh mevception of history.

 httpfwww.sdh-fact.com/CLO2 1/31_S84.pdf
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NEW YORK, THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2007

ONE DOLLAR

AND Vorng | s 1w Pris

Japanese students visiting South Korea view photos of Korean women who were sex slaves of Japan's army:

Denial Reopens Wounds of Japan's Ex-Sex Slaves

By NORIMITSU ONTSHI

SYDNEY, Australla, March 7 —
Wy Hsie-mel said she was 13 and
working as @ maid in a hotel in 134
whiets her Taiwanese boss hamded her
over (o Jopanese officers. She and
some 15 seher women were sent lo
Guangdong  Province in southern
China 1o become sex slaves.

Ingide 2 Juole] there was 3 so-called
comfort statlon, mansged by a Tal-
wangse but serving only the Jopa-
nese military, Ms, W said. Forced io
have sex with more an 2 Tapaness
4 day lor almost & year, she said, she
had multiple abortions and became
sterile,

The: lang Festering issue of Tapan's
wii-erd sex slaves gained new prom-

Victims, Outraged at
Premier’s Remarks,
Recount Abuse

inence last week when Prime Min-
fster Shinmm Abe denjed the mili-
lary’s rale In coereing (he women
inle servilede The denial by Mr.
Abe, Japan‘s first prime minkster
barn after the war, drow official pro-
tests from Ching, Tatwan, South Kp-
re and the Philippines, some of the
countries [rom which the sex glaves
were Laken

The furor highlighted yet again T
pan's unresolved history in a region
where L has been ceding [nfluence io

| China. The controversy has also

drawn in the United Staies, which
has strangly resisied eniering the
Tristory disputes that have roiled
Easl Aatd it recent years,

Mg, Wia todd her story on Wednes-
day auizide the Japanese Consulate
here, where she and Lwo others Wl
fad been seq slaves, known elpie-
mistically as comfort women, were
protesting Tokeyo's refusal o admi
respunsihiliy for the abuse that his
toriang say they amd as many a3

200,006 ather wormen sufTered,

Al three = Ms, Wo, wha is now Bi;
o Tyearold South Korean [rom
Sepal; and an 8&year-oht Dutch-A (8-
trallan from Adelaide — were par-
licipating i an intemattanal confer-
ence for Japan's former sex slaves
Tere. Now, justdays alter Me. Abe's
remarks, (he three were united in
thedr fury,

“Iwas taken away by force by Tap-
anese officers, and & Japanese mil-
ltary dacsor forced me to undress (o
examiing me before | was laken
away," sald Ma. W, who lasded here
In Sydney on Tuesday night alier a
daylong Might from Tafped, “How can
Abe lie to the world Iike thar®

Mr. Abe, a nationalise who had
tuilt wreer parily on playing
dovwm Tapan's wartime past, made
JHs comments i response W a oot
[huence of events, beginning with the
Demacraiic victory in the American
nal elections last fall
e Impetus & proposed
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Setaid o TTe rw Yok THies

o
Among the victims of Japanese sexial slavery addressing a conference in Sydney were, from lefl, Wi Hsiu-mef of Taiwan; Jan Ruff O'Herme, an Australian formerly from Java; and Gil Won-ol, a South Korean, A right,
demongtrators near Parliament in Tokyo with placards denouncing remarks last week by Japan's prime minister, Shinzo Abe, below, denying the role of the country's military in coercing the women into their plight

Denial by Premier Reopens Wounds of Sex Slaves of Japanese Army in World War 1

Continued From PageAl

titibinding resolution in (he House
Uhal would call on Japan wunequivi-
cally acknowledge and apelogize for
= hrutal mistreatment of the wam-
Efl.

Even a3 M. Abe's closest allies
pressed hin io soften a 1003 gavern-
ment statement that ackeowledge
the military’s rode i forcing the
wirnen (i sexual slavery, three for-
mer victims (estified in Congress
Last moanth.

n Maniday, Mr, Abe sixid he would
preserve the 19903 sialement but de-
nled its central admizsion of the mik-
itary’s rofe, saying there had been no
eoercio, ke (e aulhosties break-
ing mio bouses and kidnapping”
wamen,

He sail private dealers had co-
efced the women, adding thal the
House resolutlon was “not based on
ohjective facts” and that Japan
winld nol apologize even if i wad
passed.

The resefutlon calls lor Tapan o
“formally acknowledge, apologize
and accepe historical responsibility
in a clear and uneguivocal manner
for s [miperial Armed Forces' coer-
chm of young wamen inio sexoal
alavery.”

“Prime Minister Abe is in elfect
saying thal the women are lying”
Representaiive Mike Honda, the Cal-
iformia Democrat who is spearbead:
Ing the lepislation, sald in 4 ieleptane
imerview, “1 find it hard in believe

It K ati Rislers

Clase allies.are urging Mr. Abe to
ense the government's 1993 ad.
tisalon of wartime sexial slavery.

thiat he 3% correct given the evidence
unenvered by Japanese historians
and (he testimany of e comilor
wamed.”

Japanese historians, using the dia.
ries and testimany of milicary offi-
cials as well as official documents
Irom e United Siaies and dher
counlFies, have been able 1o Shiw
that the military was direetly or indi-
reclly invalved in coercing, decelv-
Ing. luring and sometimes kidnap-
ping young women (hroughout Ja-

pan's Aslan colonies amd occupied
VETTIarees

They estimate thal up o 200,000
wimen served [0 comlort suatlons
thal were often an lntrinsic part af
miliiary aperat o=

Vel alhough Mr. Abe sdmilled co-
erchin by private dealers, some ol
his closest allles In the paverning
Liberal Democratle Party have dis-
missed (he women as prostitnies
whi valunicered to work in (he com-
fari siations. They say oo official
Japanese government  documents
show the military's role i recruiting
the womet.

According 1o historians, the mil-
ftary established the stations i boast
morile amng i troaps, bt also o
prevent rapes of local women and
the spread of sexually cransmidled
dizeages among sldiers.

Japan's deep fear of rampaging
suildiers also Jed it wo establish brothe
&3 with Tapanese prosLiiules acrzs
Japan for Amerlean soldiers during
the firsl moaths of the postiwar occu-
patlon,  fact that complicates Amer-
lean frvolvement in the current de-
Trate.

In 1085 4 prdvite fund was serup
compensate the women, bul many
relused 0 oecepe any money be-
cause ey saw the megsure as a
way for the government 1o avod 1ak-
ing direct respoasibilicy, Only 285
women have accepied money from
the fund, which will be terminited al
thee end of this manth

Tha mast direst iesumany af the

milliary's role hos come from ihe
women themselves

“An aodogy 18 the most important
thing we wani — an apobogy that
comes from (e government not
anly & personal one — because (his
willd give us hack aur dignity,” said
Jan Ruff 0 Herne, 84, wha testified to
u Congressinal pariel lust manth

Ms. Riull was Uving with her [am-
ily in Java, in what was then the
Dmtch East Indies, when Tapan in-
waded in 1842, She spent the first two
years @ prison camp, she said, bot
Tapanese officers arrived ooe day in
1944, They forced single girls and
women @ line up and evenually
pleked 10 af Chem, tcluding M,
Ruf, who was 21,

“O the first night, it was a high-
ranking officer,” Ms. Rull sabl "I
was 80 well organized. A military
doctor came o o house regularly
I examine us-agatnse venereal dis-
eazes, and 1 tell you, bafore 1 was ex-
amined the doctor raped me lirst.
That's how well organized it was."

I Japan's colonfes, hisnrians zay,
the military worked closely with, or
sometimes completely retied on, Jo-
cal people i obiain women

Tt Pyongyang, now (he capital of
Morth Korea, GIl Won-ok sald, she
lined up oulside & Japanese miliary
base to Iak for work in her early
teens. A Korean man, she sald, ap-
proached her with the promise of
lactory work, bul she eventually
Tongivad hersel] i a comfort statson in
nartheast China,

Alter she eaught syphilis and de-
welaped tumurs, Ms. Gil said, @ Japa-
ese military doctor removed her
WIRFUE,

“I've lelt dead inside stnce 1 waz
15" siid M= Gil, who was [l when
e war endded.

Like many comfort women, Ms.
Gil was unable t bear children and
never married, thiugh she did adop
o 5o, She now Hves in o home with

An old issue between
Japan and its
neighbors has taken
on new prominence.

Uiree other former comior women
n Seoul

Ma. Wu married (wice, each (ime
hiding her background, Samehow the
Tishands Tooid oul, and the mar-
rlages ended unhappily. Her adepte]
daughiter {8 no# angry with Ms. Wu
Tor having spokeen in public aboul her
past, she said

Az [ Ma. Bull, she returmed Lo Lhe
prison camp in Java after her re-
lease Tratn the eomforl station. Her
pirents swore ber o siknce. A Ro-
man Catholic priest told Mz Rull,
who had thought of becoming a mm:
“My dear ehild, under these clreum-
sLances |18 wise that you di nol be-
come aoun,”

It was at the camp that she met
her futare: hushand, Tom Rulf, ane of
the British soldiers who had beon de-
ployed o guard the camp after Ja-
pan's defeat, She tubd kim her stary
price before they were married =
long before they had two daughters
aitd migeated o Australin

Rt T peeded o talk about it M=
Rull said, siteing at the kitchen table
i heer dwghter Carnl's hume here, 1
could never Lalk 1o oy Jusband
abint L 1 loved Tom aid [ wailed (o
marry and [ wanted & bouse, | want:
ed & famity, | wanied children, but 1
didn't want sex. He had w be very pa-
tent with me. He was & good hus-
hand. But because we couldn't talk
abaut ft, it made it all s hard."

“You could talk- 10 Dad about
gald her daughter Caral, 5.

"No, Uiz i whal 1 keap saving,”
Ms, Rull said. “T just told lim the
story ance. [t was never talked about
again. For that generation Lhe story
wi oo g, My mum cowldn't cope
with it My dad couldn't cope with it
Tom couldn't cope with ft. Thay just
ahut it up Bur nowasdays you'll ged
conmseling immediately,"

“I's a wonderfal hing” Carol
gAli.

“You don't know how hard It was
tocarry this enormaus burden inside
you, that you would like 10 scresm
ol to the world and yet you canne,”
Ms, Rulf said “But | remember tell-
ing Caral, ‘One day ['m going @ Lell
my story, and people will be nierest.
el
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The Washington Times

www.washingtontimes.com

The truth about Japan's ‘comfort women'

By Henry Hyde and Chris Smith
Published April 26, 2007

Recent denials by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe that women in Asia were coerced into sexual
slavery by Imperial Japan during the war years perpetuate pain and sorrow among victims and
their loved ones. As Mr. Abe represents the Japanese people to the world, his views also
damage foreign perceptions of the great strides many Japanese have made as peaceful,
responsible world citizens since 1946. As friends of Japan, we urge the Japanese people to
courageously acknowledge and redress the wrongs perpetrated by Imperial Japan.

The government of Japan, during its colonial occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands from
the 1930s through the duration of World War II, organized the subjugation and kidnapping, for
the sole purpose of sexual servitude, of young women, who became known to the world as
"comfort women." This tragedy was one of the largest cases of human trafficking in the 20th
century, and was officially commissioned and orchestrated by the government of Japan to
include gang rape, forced abortions, sexual violence, human trafficking and numerous other
crimes against humanity.

Some of the victims were girls as young as 13 years of age and women separated from their
own children; others were abducted from their homes or lured into sexual servitude under false
pretenses. Many comfort women were eventually killed or driven to commit suicide when the
hostilities ceased, because they were ashamed of what they had been forced to do.

Historians conclude that as many as 200,000 women were enslaved, but very few of them
survive today. And not only did the government of Japan fail to fully disclose these war crimes
during negotiations for reparations with its former enemies and occupied countries, but some
textbooks used in Japanese schools minimize the "comfort women" tragedy and other atrocities,
and distort the Japanese role in war crimes during World War II. In fact, Japanese government
officials, both elected and career, as recently as June 2005, praised the removal of the term
"comfort women" from Japanese textbooks. This kind of treatment of the issue only
exacerbates the pain of the survivors.

Victims of Imperial Japanese brutality throughout East Asia and the Pacific and their families
want Japan to frankly acknowledge what it has done. A responsible demonstration of humanity
from Japan's social and political leaders will promote general healing and trust in the region,
while as Mr. Abe surely knows, official denials from Japan's leaders keep these issues alive and
alarm its neighbors. Facing history squarely is the first duty of leaders anywhere. In the United
States today, for instance, political and social leaders courageously acknowledge a shameful
history of slavery and racial discrimination. What makes their efforts courageous is that they
challenge long-held myths that were used to justify outrageous behavior that weakened our
society. Correcting long-standing myths is hard. Efforts to redress them may not initially
succeed, but ultimately they strengthen society and make the country more admirable.

We encourage the Japanese people as freedom-loving people to come to grips with the history
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of Imperial Japan. Doing so will yield untold benefits. Japan will earn not only the respect of
neighboring countries and friends, but also their trust, which is essential for Japan to become
the leader it yearns to be. Preventing such worthy results are modern denials of Imperial Japan's
past. It would bring great honor to the Japanese people if the U.S. Congress hears a frank and
courageous leader admit the truth and accept responsibility for the past, when Mr. Abe visits
Washington later this month.

Former Rep. Henry Hyde, Illinois Republican, was a member of Congress and served as
Chairman of the House International Relations Committee until January 2007. Rep. Chris
Smith, New Jersey Republican, is the ranking member of the Africa and Global Health
subcommittee of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

POINT OF VIEW/ Koken Tsuchiya: Open up stored records on
'comfort women'

http://www.asahi.com/english/Herald-asahi/TKY200704160059.html
04/16/2007
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

The government and the Liberal Democratic Party have overreacted to the draft resolution
introduced in January to the U.S. House of Representatives that demands Japan formally
acknowledge and apologize for forcing women to provide sex for Japanese soldiers during the
wars. Similar resolutions have already been adopted by the parliaments of South Korea and
Taiwan, so the move is nothing new.

Japan has been strongly urged on repeated occasions to resolve the "comfort women" issue by
such international organizations as the United Nations Human Rights Council, the U.N.
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Labor Organization.

Those facts shows that not only countries that suffered under the Japanese military think Japan
has yet to settle the "comfort women" problem, but international organizations that generally
maintain neutrality also think so.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Foreign Minister Taro Aso insist "there was no coercion in the
narrow sense" and there are "factual errors" in this view of history.

But their arguments do not seem well-grounded. The governments of the Netherlands and
South Korea, which both suffered damage from Japan, and these international organizations
have conducted their own investigations, including interviews with former comfort women.
They have recognized the pain that was inflicted on these women.

On a number of occasions, I have also met and listened to the stories of victims from countries
that suffered damage. From what I learned, particularly in countries occupied by Japan such as
China and the Philippines, in many cases, women were kidnapped, attacked or confined
directly by the military without any involvement by private operators.

Japanese courts have also found evidence of and acknowledged the fact of coercion. The Japan
Federation of Bar Associations dispatched members to the related countries to look into
damage reports, and it publicized the results. Based on its findings, the federation has four
times urged the prime minister to make a formal apology and extend compensation to
individuals.
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I agree with the theory that the current confusion is caused by the ambiguity of the
government's survey released in 1993 and in the wording of the statement issued by then-Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono.

Meanwhile, there is little evidence that the government has seriously pursued its investigation
since 1993. It has been passive at best, not even bothering to interview the surviving comfort
women, except for a few in South Korea. Some naysayers have even taken advantage of the
government's inadequate response to this issue to try to discredit the Kono statement.

The government must take the blame for failing to take proper measures. It must look further
into the situation and hear from the victims to reveal the true situation of "comfort women" and
wartime coercion.

Successive prime ministers have offered "apologies." But neither prime ministers nor foreign
ministers have ever personally met with these aging victims.

Listening to these leaders' recent statements in the Diet, I got the impression they have not
bothered to read the reports released by the Dutch government after 1993, nor the moving
account of "comfort women" on the Indonesian island of Buru that was written more than 30
years ago by prominent Indonesian writer Pramoedya Ananta Toer (1925-2006).

Speculation that is not based on a thorough investigation lacks persuasive power.

It is illogical to argue that just because no official documents can be found that record the
coercion, it therefore never happened. While many documents were burned when Japan lost the
war, a large number of documents still reside silently in storage rooms at ministries, awaiting a
full investigation to reveal the truth.

A proposal to set up a special bureau within the National Diet Library to examine such
documents, and bills aimed at settling the "comfort women" problem have been repeatedly
submitted to the Diet. Before trying to block the U.S. Congress from adopting its resolution, the
Diet should deliberate on these bills.

Some may fear the resolution could cause a rift in Japan-U.S. relations. But denying history is
much more detrimental to mutual trust between the two countries.

Mike Honda, the U.S. House of Representatives member who submitted the resolution, insists
that only after Japan acknowledges its responsibility can it make peace with its victims and
pave the way to stability in the Asia-Pacific region.

The Asian Peace and People's Fund for Women (Asian Women's Fund), which dissolved at the
end of March, was regarded by victims and victimized countries as a way for the government to
evade responsibility. It is time we reconsider what is in Japan's true national interest.

* * *

The author is a former president of the Japan Federation of Bar Associations.(IHT/Asahi: April
16,2007)

17



washingtonpost.com

Advertisemeant

Shinzo Abe's Double Talk

He's passionate about Japanese victims of North Korea -- and blind to Japan's own war crimes.
Saturday, March 24, 2007; A16

THE TOUGHEST player in the "six-party" talks on North Korea this week was not the Bush
administration -- which was engaged in an unseemly scramble to deliver $25 million in bank
funds demanded by the regime of Kim Jong Il -- but Japan. Tokyo is insisting that North Korea
supply information about 17 Japanese citizens allegedly kidnapped by the North decades ago,
refusing to discuss any improvement in relations until it receives answers. This single-note
policy is portrayed as a matter of high moral principle by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who has
used Japan's victims -- including a girl said to have been abducted when she was 13 -- to rally
his wilting domestic support.

Mr. Abe has a right to complain about Pyongyang's stonewalling. What's odd -- and offensive
-- is his parallel campaign to roll back Japan's acceptance of responsibility for the abduction,
rape and sexual enslavement of tens of thousands of women during World War II. Responding
to a pending resolution in the U.S. Congress calling for an official apology, Mr. Abe has twice
this month issued statements claiming there is no documentation proving that the Japanese
military participated in abducting the women. A written statement endorsed by his cabinet last
week weakened a 1993 government declaration that acknowledged Japan's brutal treatment of
the so-called comfort women.

In fact the historical record on this issue is no less convincing than the evidence that North
Korea kidnapped Japanese citizens, some of whom were used as teachers or translators.
Historians say that up to 200,000 women from Korea, China, the Philippines and other Asian
countries were enslaved and that Japanese soldiers participated in abductions. Many survivors
of the system have described their horrifying experiences, including three who recently testified
to Congress. That the Japanese government has never fully accepted responsibility for their
suffering or paid compensation is bad enough; that Mr. Abe would retreat from previous
statements is a disgrace for a leader of a major democracy.

Mr. Abe may imagine that denying direct participation by the Japanese government in
abductions may strengthen its moral authority in demanding answers from North Korea. It does
the opposite. If Mr. Abe seeks international support in learning the fate of Japan's kidnapped
citizens, he should straightforwardly accept responsibility for Japan's own crimes -- and
apologize to the victims he has slandered.

View all comments that have been posted about this article.
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No Comfort

New York Times
March 6, 2007

What part of "Japanese Army sex slaves" does Japan's prime minister, Shinzo Abe, have so
much trouble understanding and apologizing for?

The underlying facts have long been beyond serious dispute. During World War II, Japan's
Army set up sites where women rounded up from Japanese colonies like Korea were expected
to deliver sexual services to Japan's soldiers.

These were not commercial brothels. Force, explicit and implicit, was used in recruiting these
women. What went on in them was serial rape, not prostitution. The Japanese Army's
involvement is documented in the government's own defense files. A senior Tokyo official
more or less apologized for this horrific crime in 1993. The unofficial fund set up to
compensate victims is set to close down this month.

And Mr. Abe wants the issue to end there. Last week, he claimed that there was no evidence
that the victims had been coerced. Yesterday, he grudgingly acknowledged the 1993 quasi
apology, but only as part of a pre-emptive declaration that his government would reject the call,
now pending in the United States Congress, for an official apology. America isn't the only
country interested in seeing Japan belatedly accept full responsibility. Korea and China are also
infuriated by years of Japanese equivocations over the issue.

Mr. Abe seems less concerned with repairing Japan's sullied international reputation than with
appealing to a large right-wing faction within his Liberal Democratic Party that insists that the
whole shameful episode was a case of healthy private enterprise. One ruling party lawmaker, in
his misplaced zeal to exculpate the Army, even suggested the offensive analogy of a college
that outsourced its cafeteria to a private firm.

Japan is only dishonored by such efforts to contort the truth.
The 1993 statement needs to be expanded upon, not whittled down. Parliament should issue a
frank apology and provide generous official compensation to the surviving victims. It is time

for Japan's politicians starting with Mr. Abe to recognize that the first step toward overcoming
a shameful past is acknowledging it.
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Korean survivors of Japan’s military sexual slavery system protesting at the Wednesday
Demonstration outside the Japanese Embassy. © Paula Allen

Testimony of Jan Ruff O’Herne

Jan Ruff O'Herne, was born and raised in the Dutch Indies (now Indonesia). She was 19 years old
when the |apanese invaded Java in March 194z, All Dutch people were taken to prison camps.
When she had been in the camp for two years, in 1944, the Japanese military took herto a
“comfort station” where she was repeatedly raped for three months.

“It's the memories of the first night that stay with me for the rest of my life. | knew nothing
about sex; that was my first experience af sex it was just horrific they stripped us of everything that
night. it’s a feeling you never lose.

We were raped every night. | cut off all my hair during that period to make myself look as
unattractive as possible. | cut my hair until | was quite bald, but it did not help me; | became a
curiosity object.

I never knew it, but | know it now, there was a reason that | experienced all this suffering. That
reqsan came to me, in my old age, after 5o vears | knew that | had to do something. So in my old
age, { said ‘mow | know!" | had to be the speaker; it has to be my voice that has to speak up so these
things can never happen again.

First the Korean women publicly spoke out, | saw them an television, Kim Hak-soon was the first
Korean woman to speak oul. | realised there was no reason (o be ashamed anymore, she had the
couwrage to speak out. | thought that the world might not listen to just a few women but if other
women also European women spoke out maybe the world would pay even more attention.

I first spoke out in December 1992, | was asked to be a witness at a public hearing on
Japanese war crimes. It was the hardest thing | had to do because | had to tell my daughters and
grandchildren. | was so ashamed of what happened to me that | couldn’t tell my daughter to her
face. | wrote it all down and asked her to read it. After I spoke out | collected a box full of letters
from people all around the world. Now I've been speaking out for 12 years.

All that time | suffered but couldn't falk about it, when | did it was like a pressure cooker letting
out steam. It took the shame away. I've made three trips to Japan to talk about the experience of
wormer in war, to ask the Japanese government to take responsibility for their war crimes, pay
compensation and apologise for what was done. P've talked to Indonesian women who were taken
out of their villages; of course it wasn’t just Dutch women who were used by the military. When |
went to Japan | was very well received, especially by the young people who want their government
to own up and be responsible for war crimes. | was well received because | came with forgiveness
and | really meant it.

My last trip to Japan was about reconciliation. | saf at a table with an elderly jopanese
gentleman who had been a soldier. | asked him whether he had raped any of the so called “comfort
women™ and he said ‘of course’. At the time he thought it was right because they had been told it
was their right and it was given to them. Being given these women that they could rape was the
same as being given a packet of cigarettes. He said now he realises the wrong that he did.

I think speaking out about my experiences has made a difference but these things still happen,
it's still going on. Women are being used by soldiers, being raped and tortured. Rape as a weapon
in war is still being used. it's important that we keep telling our stories; we have to let the next
generation know and learn. | see myself as o campaigner for women’s human rights, for all women
araund the world”,

Interview with Amnesty International, Australia, June 2005

October 2005
Al Index: ASA 22/012/2005
Dist: SC/CO/GR

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT, PETER BENENSON HOUSE,
1 EASTON STREET, LONDON wC1x ODwW, UNITED KINGDOM
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8 Recommendations

The “comfort women” endured horrific and debilitating sexual abuse, have bravely spoken out
about the crimes they suffered. The survivors are now elderly; some have died. Their wait and
search for justice has been long and painful. The moral and legal basis for their claims is

strong, as this report has demonstrated.

There is an imperative to ensure that their claims are adequately heard and that justice is served
in their lifetime. Amnesty International recommends that the following actions are implemented
with a sense of urgency, in order that justice for the “comfort women” is delivered. The
Japanese government must take effective measures to provide full reparations to survivors

without further delay.

To the government of Japan and the Japanese Diet:

Japan should immediately implement effective administrative mechanisms to provide full
reparations to all survivors of sexual slavery, including, all forms of reparations listed in the
recommendations of the Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal on Japan’s Military

Sexual Slavery.

In particular, the Diet should make a full apology to survivors, including, accepting Japan’s full
responsibility for the crimes, acknowledging that the crimes amount to crimes under
international law, acknowledging the harm suffered by survivors, denouncing all forms of

sexual violence against women and expressing sincere remorse to survivors for the crimes.

Japan should review its national laws to remove existing obstacles to obtaining full reparations
before Japanese courts. In particular, the right of individuals to claim reparations against the
government should be expressly recognized in national law and cases for reparation should be
prioritized taking into account the delay in allowing these claims to be brought and the ages of
the survivors. Legislation should be adopted expressly providing that the doctrine of
Kokka-Mutoseki and statutes of limitations shall not be applied to claims by survivors of sexual

slavery, as a crime under international law.
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In order to reveal the truth and the full extent of the sexual slavery system, Japan should issue a
comprehensive factual report setting out the full scale of the ‘“comfort station” system,
including, the location of each “comfort station,” the number of women subject to sexual
slavery at each station and their nationality, the ages of the women and girls and any other

factual information available.

As an important guarantee of non-repetition of these crimes, Japan should ratify immediately

the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

To affected states where “comfort stations” operated or whose nationals

were subjected to sexual slavery:

Affected states should ensure that survivors are able to bring claims directly against the

government of Japan in their national courts by enacting national legislation:

a) providing for victims to seek all forms of reparations against a foreign state for crimes
under international law;

b) ensure that such laws prohibit any state immunity for violations of international human
rights law and international humanitarian law;

c) ensure that statutes of limitations do not apply to claims for reparations and,

d) ensure that survivors are able to implement reparations orders without political

interference by the government through political discretion.

To all other states, inter-governmental organizations, national parliaments

and inter-parliamentary organizations:

Governments, both individually and collectively (including through inter-governmental
organizations) and national parliaments and inter-parliamentary organizations should publicly
call on Japan and the Japanese Diet to take immediate steps to provide full reparations to

survivors of sexual slavery, including all measures recommended above.
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Appendix 5.

The 8t Asian Solidarity Conference for the Issue of Military Sexual
Slavery by Japan Resolution (Draft)

May 21, 2007

The 8" Asian Solidarity Conference for the Issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan,
with the title “15 Years of Asian Solidarity, For Future Tasks and Coalition” was held
from 19 to 21 May 2007, with participants from North and South Korea, Japan,
Republic of China, Indonesia, the Philippines, the Netherlands, as well as USA,
Germany, and Australia.

Since 1991, when the brave survivors’ testified to break their silence, we have made
efforts in the UN and international bodies to bring about Government of Japan’s (GolJ)
official apology and reparation; including declaring the Emperor Hirohito guilty at the
2000 Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal on Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery.
These achievements are the result of the Asian and international community solidarity
work, for the purpose of healing the pain and suffering of the survivors.

However, despite these efforts and achievements, GoJ is not only refusing to publicly
apologize for their war crimes committed against the victims of Japanese Military
Sexual Slavery System, but still refusing to give adequate reparation and to honor the
facts and truth about Japanese Military Sexual Slavery. Instead, they are repeating
statements of denial which appeases GoJ’s responsibilities. Furthermore, disregarding
their acts of colonization and aggressive warfare in the past, they are returning to war
waging state by reforming the Article Nine of the Japanese Constitution. In addition, the
Asian Women Fund has been dissolved in March 2007; it has been confirmed that such
a fund has not resolved the Japanese Military Sexual Slavery issue.

In this context, U.S.’s efforts to pass House Resolution 121 and the efforts to pass
parliamentary motions in Canada and Australia, illustrate the broadening of coalition
among international human rights organizations. It also reaffirms that the international
communities more and more realize that the resolution of the issue of Military Sexual
Slavery by Japan is not just relevant to the survivors and citizens of the perpetrator /
victim countries, but it is a universal task important to our future.

Therefore, in hope and solidarity, we resolve to do the following:

1. We support activities to successfully pass the Congressional resolution and
parliamentary motions in U.S., Canada, Australia and elsewhere.

2. We object the Government of Japan’s attempt to revise the 1993 “Kono
statement” and we demand that the GoJ must take full responsibility and
necessary execution of policies for official apology, reparation, truth and fact
finding, as well as prevention of reoccurrence.
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3. We demand the Government of Japan to carry out the recommendations by the
UN Human Rights bodies, and we demand the UN Human Rights Council to
monitor the issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan.

4. We support the network’s efforts to build peace and/or women’s museums
centered on the issue of Japanese Military Sexual Slavery, dedicated to historical
record making, remembering of history and public education.

5. We will expand the Asian Solidarity Conference for Resolution of Military
Sexual Slavery issue into Global solidarity Conference, through which the spirit
of last fifteen years of Asian activism and achievements will be continued and
improved.

All participants in the 8th Asian Solidarity Conference
for the Issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Taiwanese Participants ;

Graceia Lai, Taipe1 Women's Rescue Foundation, Taiwan

Wau, Hui-ling, Taipei Women's Rescue Foundation, Taiwan

Wau, Hsiu-mei, A Taiwanese survivor of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Filipina Participants ;

Rechilda A. Extremadura, Lila Pilipina Executive Director

Lola Pilar E.Frias, A Filipina survivor of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan
Susan Dava Macabuag, Lola Masing Support Network

Indonesian Participants ;
Eka Hindrati, The Indonesian Advocacy for Jugun Ianfu / Advocacy Team

Chinese Participants ;
Su zhi liang, a regular researcher of the Shanghai college of education

Dutch Participants ;
Jose Adriaansen-Smit, Foundation of Japanese Honorary Debt in the Netherlands
Anneriet de Pijper. Foundation of Japanese Honorary Debt the Netherlands

Democratic People’s Republic of Korean Participants ; Committee on Measures for
Compensation to Former Korean "Comfort Women for Japanese Army" and Drafting
Victims ; Son Ok Hong, Chol Su Son, Chun Sil Kim, Myong Kuk An, Dong Hyok Ri

Republic of Korean :

*Korean survivor of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Yong Soo Lee, Won Ok Gil, Jeom Dol Jang, Sun Duk Lee, Ok Sun Lee, Ok Sun Park, Il
Chul Kang, Soon Ok Kim, Gun Ja Kim

* Activists, Volunteers, Citizens, etc.

Mee Hyang Yoon, Kuk Yom Han, Sasanna Youn, Hea Jeong Kang, Tae Hyo Jeung,
Kyung Hee Lee, Ok sun Choi, Sn Shil Kim, Cho Yun Hi, Yoon Ok Kim, Jeong Ok Yoon,
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Do Ja Song, Chel Choi, Su Ja Hwang, In Soon Lee, Hyeon Ju Song, Sung You, Sang Gyu
Kim, Hee Sun Um, Hae Soon Park, Murayama Ippei, Woo Sung Sim, Mi Ryeng Kim,
Man Sik Choi, Sung Ha Chang, Ji Ryang Kim, Jun Kyu Park, Sung Hee Choi, Sang Won
Park, Su Min Hwang, Min Seong Kang, Jeong Yup Chi, Ok Soo Park, Jung Eun Hong,
Kuyug A Jung, Seong Nae Kim, Yeong Sook Shin, Jeong Sook Kang, Jeong Ae Park,
Chang Weon Jang, Jum Soon Hwang, Jie Hee Rah Yun, Hye Young Lim, Jeong Soo Kim,
Young Hee Cho, Eun Sik Kim, Hae Won Kim, Ji Woong Choi, Mi Hea Lee, Young
Gu Kim, Hyun Kyung Jun, Young Ju Lee, Eun Ju Lim, Sun Hee Kim, Moon Sook Lee,
Kyung Hee Yee, Furuhashi Aya, Young Kyeong Jeong, Kang, Ju Hye, Kim, Dong Hee,
Young Mi Son, Ji Yeong Im, Seon Mi An, No Ja Yang, Jeong Whun Jo, Ah Dae Lee, Eun
Jung Lee, Yeong Hwan Kim, Woo Li Choi, Mo Ran Koo, Hyun Mi Lee, Ga Ram Kang,
Daisuke Kono, Yeon Ju Oh, Seul Ki Yun, Mi Hye Jo, Ji Yeon Kim, Mori Yoshie, Chang
Ho Ahn, Kwan Soon Ji, Sam Suk Kim, Chul Woo Lee, Ok Ryo Jo

Japanese participants ;

*From Tokyo : Kikue Takahashi, Shiba Yoko, Tsubokawa Hiroko, Nishino Rumiko,
Takada Kimiko, Shoji Rutsuko, Yamaguchi Akiko, Taba Sachiko, Kim puja, Shibasaki
Haruko, Toeda Akiko, Shidara Yoshiko, Sato Chiyoko, Kimuro Shiho, Jong Hui Ja, Kim
Sun Dok, Sin Chun Dae Ja, Kawami Kimiko, Omokawa Makoto, Ogasawara Nobumi,
Ueda Sakiko, Watanabe Mina, Kitano Ryuichi, Kiyokawa Koji, Tsujii Miho, Haruko
Yoshikawa, A member of the House of Councilors, Japan

*From Kyoto : Asai Kiriko, Murakami Mai, Nakajima Syu, Makita Naoko,

*From Osaka : Yoshioka Noriko, Harada Keiko, Bang Chungja, Moon Nyonja, Nakagawa
Kayoko, Nishimura Sumiko

*From Hiroshima : Tsuzuki Sumie, Taniguchi Kyoko

*From Saitama : Nobukawa Mitsuko, Sumiko Shimizu, Teraoka Shioko

*From Kanakawa :Koizumi Kiko, Kise Keiko

*From Hokkaido : Ito Michiko

*From Nakoya : Kuno Ayako

*From Kyushu : Takase Nahoko

*From Hyogo :Tanaka Hiromi, Iguchi Nariko

*From Kawasaki :Naganuma Setsuo, Japanese Journalist union

Australian Participants ; Friends of "Comfort Women" in Australia
Vivian Pak, Anna Song, Shin Joon Shik, Jik soon Koh

German Participants ; Chung Noh Gross, Peace Women's Association in Germany

American Participants ; Jonghwa Lee, a professor of Loyola Marymount University, Los
Angeles, California, USA
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Mr. Shinzo Abe Japanese Prime Minister

The requisition which demands a solution of the issue of the Military Sexual Slavery by
Japan

In Seoul, Korea the 8th Asian Solidarity Conference for the Issue of Military Sexual
Slavery by Japan was held from this past May 19th to 2Ist. This international
conference has been held since 1992, with the victims and supporting groups together
who wish for a solution of the issue. Many people participated in this conference from
North and South Korea, Japan, China, Taiwan, Philippines, Indonesia, Netherlands, and
USA, Germany and Australia as well.

Participants of each country protested to the Prime Minister Abe’s remark: "There was
no compulsion." at the meeting table. The voices of them demanding the retraction of
Prime Minister Abe’s remark and true solution were successive.

Since 1991, when the courageous testimonies by the victims of Military Sexual Slavery
by Japan broke the long silence, we have shared their pain with survivors and the efforts
to heal the bruise of their minds and bodies have been made. At the same time we
requested of Japanese Government to accept the advice by international organizations
such as United Nations which recommends Japanese Government should apologize and
compensate. And in 2000 we held Women’s International War Criminals Tribunal
against Military Sexual Slavery by Japan. Through a large number of actions we have
worked to settle this issue and for protecting women’s rights, peace and justice.

Asia Women’s Fund, which was established in 1995 by Japanese Government to evade
its legal responsibility, was dissolved at the end of March of this year but this AWF
policy can't be called as a solution of the issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan. A
recovery from damage and of dignity of those women in Asia who were forced to be
Sex Slaves is still left undone, after all.

Though Prime Minister Abe said, "I follow Kono’s comment.", an inconsistent
remark has been repeated by him that "the Japanese military never forced but private
traders did.".

Prime Minister Abe is enthusiastic about evading Japan’s faults in the past and also has
revised Fundamental Law of Education for the worse and is now promoting to amend
for the worse too the peace constitution as symbol of democracy and fort keeping
peaces.

Prime Minister Abe is rushing into the direction to build Japan again as a nation which
goes to war.

We protest decidedly against such an attitude of Prime Minister Abe and Japanese
Government. We demand strongly that Prime Minister Abe and Japanese Government
listen carefully to victims’ long-term callings, that Japanese Government accepts
resolution 121 which was submitted by American Lower House assembly and that
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Japanese Government prepares urgently the right answer victims and international
society are satisfied with. And we request the followings strong at the same time.

1. Withdrawal of Prime Minister Abe’s remark which denies compulsion by army.

2. Opening to the public of all related documents which are now undisclosed.

3. Accept the advices by UN human rights committee recommended repeatedly to
Japanese Government and establish legislative measures for truth investigations

and compensation immediately.

4. The announcement of apology to those victims in clear and official form and
sending the letter of apology for all victims.

All participants in the 8th Asian Solidarity Conference for the Issue of
Military Sexual Slavery by Japan
on May 21st 2007
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Appendix 6.

The World Conference on Japanese Military Sexual Slavery
Declaration of the NGO Conference

We, the participants of the first World Conference on Japanese Military Sexual Slavery who
are survivors of “Japanese Military Sexual Slavery” and the NGO representatives from
Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan, Germany, Canada, Australia, and the US,
have gathered in Los Angeles and hereby jointly declare:

First, regarding the history and legal responsibilities related to the “comfort women” system,
we confirm once again the following:

1) The Japanese military “comfort women” system was a crime of sexual slavery that
was a government-led, and systematically organized, drafting of approximately 200,000
Asian women and girls.

2) Japanese Military Sexual Slavery was a crime against humanity and a war crime,
according to the U.N. and various international organizations’ official confirmation.

The Asian Women’s Fund, which was offered to some Asian victims, was a failure because
it did not constitute a legal reparation from the Japanese government, without the
acknowledgement of the criminality of Japanese Military Sexual Slavery, and without
official apology and legal responsibility. Therefore, there still lies the responsibility of the
Japanese government for legal reparation.

We do not solely focus on setting right history or on the restoration of justice for “comfort
women victims, but seek to expand our focus to include women and children around the
world who continue to suffer in situations of armed conflict and human rights violation.
We believe it is our duty to give hope to these victims.

Therefore, we will keep expanding our coalition with international civil organizations and
work together, in order to have the Japanese government accept fundamental principles that
resolve the issue of Japanese military “comfort women.”

The following are demands to the Japanese government:

1) The Japanese government must immediately take back its denial of the use of force in
the military sexual slavery recruitment, and abide by the Kono Statement of August 4,
1993. Further, they must disclose all documents on Japanese military “comfort women”
for holistic fact-finding. To do this, the Japanese government must collaborate with the
Japanese Diet to establish a bill to find facts.

2) The Japanese government must acknowledge Japanese military sexual slavery as a war
crime and abide by the “Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and
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Reparations for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Resolution” as adopted by the U.N.
General Assembly. To accomplish this, the Japanese government must prepare domestic
laws to carry out this goal.

3) The Japanese government must stop denying the truth of the past and distorting history.
They should focus on teaching the right history to future generations. Through all of this,
they can work towards preventing similar crimes from recurring.

4) The Japanese government must establish a museum for the memory and education of
Japanese Military Sexual Slavery, and commemoration of the victims.

The unresolved issue of Japanese military “comfort women” is creating a barrier for
reconciliation between Japan and Asia. We will continue our activism in order to move
beyond the 20™ century, scared by war and conflict, for the realization of a new era of peace
and reconciliation. The “Comfort Women” issue is one that must be addressed to uphold
women’s human rights, build reconciliation in Asia, and realize peace in the world.

Therefore, we, the international solidarity movement, commit to growing in strength
and declare to act on the below:

1) We welcome the passage of the United State’s House Resolution 121, requesting
an official apology from the Japanese government, and support the campaigns to
pass similar parliamentary motions and resolutions in Canada, Australia and the
European Union and elsewhere in the world. We will demonstrate our active support
in our solidarity actions for the passing of these motions and resolutions.

2) We will actively work together with Japanese civil organizations and the Japanese
Diet to urge the Japanese government to take responsibility for a formal apology and
reparations, the examination of facts, the prevention of the repetition of such acts
through enacting legislative measures and concrete political implementations.

3) We will survey and demand that the issue of Japanese military sexual slavery
needs to be continuously handled at the level of U.N. Human Rights Council.
Further, we will pressure the Japanese government to accept and implement the U.N.
recommendations.

4) We will put our strength into educating the public about “Comfort Women,”
through the networked activities with individual countries’ peace and women’s
human rights museums.

5) We will embrace the pain and suffering of “Comfort Women” survivors, as if our
own, and continue to work in solidarity to secure resources to support the welfare of
the survivors through civil organizations as well as government policies.

6) We will develop and advance the spirit and the success of the “comfort women”
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movement, in conjunction with contemporary forms of violence against women
during armed conflicts.

7) We will value and strengthen international solidarity, in order to eliminate all
forms of violence against women in the world, to deter wars and militarism, and to
achieve world peace.
October 6, 2007
Participating Organizations at the NGO Conference at the World Conference on

Japanese Military Sexual Slavery & The Planning Committee of the World Conference
on Japanese Military Sexual Slavery
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