ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO COSTA RICA – ADD.2

SLOVENIA
· We note with appreciation that Costa Rica set forth a national response and prevention system on violence against women and violence within the family. We would like to ask the delegation to elaborate on the concrete results and positive effects of the system – especially in view of ensuring coordination among institutions providing assistance and support and in view of the application of the Act criminalizing violence against women (May 2007).

· We would like to ask the delegation of Costa Rica what programs and policies the Government elaborated to address the rights of the LGBTIs in order to improve their quality of life and help them find employment. 

GERMANY

· Germany acknowledges efforts made by the Government to combat gender inequality and to strengthen women’s rights. We are concerned, however, that domestic violence against women and trafficking in women and girls persists. What steps is Costa Rica taking to address these issues and how is it harmonizing legal procedures in order to facilitate criminal prosecution? 

· Germany would like to ask to what extent minority groups such as indigenous peoples and Afro-descendant communities have the possibility to participate in public life, such as in politics and the public service, and to what extent they are readily able to access education? What programs has Costa Rica developed to promote political and social participation of such groups?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Germany is troubled about reports of worsening prison conditions. Could Costa Rica elaborate on initiatives taken or planned to improve prison conditions and to include human rights considerations into prison regulations, including an appropriate focus on gender and child issues? Could Costa Rica also detail how many cases of ill-treatment of children by police officers and prison guards have been reported, how many of those were investigated and how many of such perpetrators have been brought to justice?



	
