CSC, c/o Unite, T&G Woodberry

218 Green Lanes, London N4
Tel. 0208 800 0155
office@cuba-solidarity.org.uk
www.cubaolidarity.org.uk
www.cubaconnect.co.uk

CUBA

SOLIDARITY
CAMPAIGN

5% October 2012

Cuba Solidarity Campaign UK, Submission to the Uniersal Periodic Review,
Cuba, May 2013

Cover page

The Cuba Solidarity Campaign (CSC) is the British organisation for the defence of
Cuba and its peoples' right to self-determination and national sovereignty.

The Cuba Solidarity Campaign is the British organisation for solidarity with Cuba. Our
central offices are in London. We have 30 regional groups throughout the UK. We
have 4,500 individual members and over 500 affiliated organisations including
almost every Trade Union in the UK, representing around 6 million Trade Union
members. CSC holds an Annual General Meeting which elects an Executive
Committee of 36 members each year which coordinates the Campaign’s work.

CSC is a broad based organisation open to all. It is a not for profit voluntary
organisation. CSC works closely with the All Party Parliamentary Group on Cuba and
holds regular information meetings with the representatives of the British
Government and Foreign Office. CSC publishes a quarterly magazine, Cuba Si, which
is sent to all members and friends.
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1. Despite the fact that Cuba has faced an aggesbkickade over many
decades it has, in stark contrast to this inhunsaawt on its own sovereignty and
basic right to self-determination, steadfastly remad committed to promoting the
welfare of its people and ensuring that their humgimts are promoted.

2. The blockade carried out by successive Admatisins of the United States
of America has been repudiated by the overwhelmingjority of member states of
the United Nations at numerous General Assemblid. withstanding this gross
violation of the rights of the Cuban people, Cuba hot engaged in any form of
retaliatory action and has repeatedly declaretf psepared to enter into discussions
without any pre-conditions to seek to resolve thigstice.

3. The consequences of the blockade impact onethergl capacity of the
country to develop economically but are also fela ivery direct personal manner
because the blockade has the consequence of preydr Cuban people with a
variety of medical conditions from accessing mewsiand essential equipment
critical to their well-being.

4. The impact of this unjust and inhuman proceasaly damages the ability of
educators and health care professionals from abtamaterials essential to their
work. The form of this blockade, with justificatipmay be described as genocidal
according to the terms defined in the UN Conventiorihe Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide adopted in 1948

5. Groundless though this blockade is, it is inithoid a form of collective
punishment, and as such is in contravention of\th@eneva Convention. It is no
exaggeration to say that viewed in a scenariomgdrconflict such an act would be
deemed a War Crime and be subject to scrutinyeahidihest level by appropriate
international bodies.

6. The imposition of such an unwarranted policg gross infringement of the
rights of the Cuban nation and of every individciizen of the country. The United
States of America’s blockade of Cuba is in violatad both the letter and the spirit of
The Universal Declaration of Human Rigfits

TheDeclarationclearly states:

Article 28.
Everyone is entitled to a social and internationeder in which the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fudglized.

7. In contrast to the treatment Cuba has had tarentlhas at all times placed
the well-being of the people of the island as atenaif paramount concern and, in
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addition to its commitment to the rights of thezgns of the island, it has maintained
a willingness to participate in discussions on tjoas of human rights with the
appropriate UN Agencies. Cuba responded to theddsal Periodic Review of 2009
by accepting a high number of its recommendations.

8. Cuba is a state party to a number of internatipolicies including:

» the International Convention on the EliminationAdifForms of Racial
Discrimination;

« Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Diguination Against
Women;

« Convention on the Rights of the Child;

» Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rigltitthe Child, on the Sale of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography

« Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Partiign of Children in Armed
Conflict;

* International Convention on the Suppression anddhoment of the Crime of
Apartheid;

* UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Edumati

» Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, InhuroeBegrading
Treatment or Punishment;

* International Convention against the Recruitmersg,Urinancing and
Training of Mercenaries.

Cuba is firmly committed to the achievement of khidennium Development Goals
by 2015 and has already done so in numerous fidddsording to the Millennium
Development Goals Tracker information Cuba haseae the goals in respect of:

* Universal Primary Education;

» The promotion of gender equality and empowermemarfen;

* The reduction of child mortality.

Cuba is identified as on track and very likely thi@ve the goals covering:
» The eradication of extreme poverty and hunger;
e The improvement of maternal health and
* The combating of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other disssas

Again according to the Tracker Cuba, with some geanis likely to achieve the
remaining goals:

* The ensuring of environmental sustainability

* The Development of a global partnership for Deveiept.

The achievement of these goals by Cuba is of calrskee more remarkable given
the impact of the United States of America blockati&ch impinges on their
capacities to do so. The achievement of the ecangoals in Target 1 are impaired
by the blockade. One specific example is Target8access to affordable essential
drugs which is inhibited because of the imposibgrthe Administration of the USA
of fines on companies trading with Cuba and thifuides pharmaceutical companies.
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Cuba’s ongoing commitment to Human Rights

9. In the context of its respect for human rightd an the basis of existing
methodology and principles, Cuba has extended gppte safeguards to its citizens
in the realms of land transfer, social securitypkyment, housing and all those areas
which have been affected as a result of changedrmostances arising from changes
which have been introduced in these fields in regears by the Government of
Cuba.

Equality

10. Cuba has however taken steps beyond these resd@siencourage practical
steps to promote equality and eradicate discrinundietween boys and girls, youth,
senior citizens, the disabled, prison inmates,ahdr areas. The Cuban government
has also adopted measures to fight against forrdsofimination based on
prejudices due to sexual orientation and gendettiiye

With women constituting more than 36% of its Mensbefr Parliament, Cuba stands
higher than many other nations in the wdrld.

Legal System and Capital Punishment

11. In April of 2009, the Cuban Council of Stateided to commute the death
penalty and replace it with a 30-year sentencdemhprisonment for any inmates
having received the death sentence. Today theme lisnger anyone sentenced to the
death penalty in Cuba.

12. The legal system in Cuba is based on respethiédndependence of the legal
process and the judiciary. The system is basestjaality before the law and the
presumption of innocence and all trials are pubiit, those accused having a right
to a legal defence and the right of appeal.

Religious Freedom

13. There are an estimated 400 religions and eelginstitutions in Cuba and all
citizens are free to practice their religions withany form of interference by the
state. In recent years two papal visits have takace. The Cuban Bishops’
Conference representing Catholic bishops has esguats opposition to the blockade
of the Cuba by the United States of America.

Employment Rights

14. Cuba has ratified eighty eight Conventionshefnternational Labour
Organisation and the rights of employees are englolodi the Labour Code and
additional legislation. Steps are being takenpdate these provisions in accordance
with the changes to employments that have beeodated over the last few years.

Right to Education

15. Cuba’s record on Education has been acknowtkthigernationally at the
highest professional levels including most notahy UNESCO. Cuba has shared its
expertise in the field of the eradication of iltdey with other countries worldwide.
Despite the constraints that the country has mgesf available economic resources
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Cuba has not only achieved but surpassed the Millem Development Goals in the
field of Education.

Cuba has been placed 14th in the Education foRAting in the UNESCO Report on
Lifelong Learning (2011). In the field of assiginther countries with literacy
programmes, Cuba’s ground-breakig, si puedaand its follow up programmeéa
puedo leer y escribitogether withYo, si puedo seguirad resulted by May 2012 in
more than 6 million people worldwide benefiting.

Cuba’s internationalist responses — Health and natal disasters

16. In addition to Cuba’s sharing of its achievetaen the field of the eradication
of illiteracy, the country has sought to sharemexdical expertise, assisting and
contributing to the development of medical progragarm numerous countries across
the globe.

Cuba has demonstrated its humanitarianism in fhielitg with which it has offered
its services to others faced with natural disastesst recently in Haiti. Its
programme has however not merely sought to resfitrdgic events but to
contribute to leaving in place a sustainable meathayl for coping with any future
such disasters by the countries themselves. Inabke of Haiti this has involved
offering students from that country the opportundyrain as medical professionals.

17. Despite the adverse circumstances Cuba isardeft by as the result of the
daily impact of the unjustifiable blockade by theitdd States of America, Cuba has
continued to place a priority on achieving the lgfirstandards for its people. Cuba
has stood ready to engage in collaboration witH.thigeed Nations and its agencies to
discuss all aspects tabled for its consideratica spirit of mutual respect and
acknowledgement of Cuban sovereignty.
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