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Colombia

|. BACROUND AND FRAMEWORK

1. Human rights treaties which fall within the competance of UNESCO and
international instruments adopted by UNESCO

l.1. Table:

Title Date of Declarations | Recognition Reference to the
ratification, /reservations| of specific rights within
accession or competences| UNESCO's fields of
succession of treaty competence

bodies

Convention against
Discrimination in
Education (1960)

Convention

Not state party to

Reservations
to this
Convention
shall not be
permitted

Right to education

Convention on
Technical and
Vocational
Education. (1989)

Convention

Not state party to

Right to education

Convention
concerning the
Protection of the
World Cultural and
Natural Heritage
(1972)

Acceptance
24/05/1983

Right to take part in
cultural life

Convention for the
Safeguarding of th
Intangible  Cultural
Heritage (2003)

Ratified
219/03/2008

Right to take part in
cultural life

Convention on thg
Protection and
Promotion of the
Diversity of Cultural

Expressions (2005)

Convention

> Not state party t¢

Right to take part in
cultural life

[l Promotion and protection of human rights on theground




Right to education
Normative Framework:

2. Constitutional framework: The ConstitutiohColombia (1991) as amended in 2609
recognizes the right to education in its Article &hich states that “Education is an individual
right and a public service that has a social fumct[...] The State, society, and the family are
responsible for education, which will be mandatbegfween the ages of 5 and 15 years and
which will minimally include one year of preschowmistruction and nine years of basic
instruction. Education will be free of charge irethtate institutions, without prejudices to
those who can afford to defray the costs. It isrdgponsibility of the State to perform the final
inspection and supervision of education in orderow@rsee its quality, for fulfilling its
purposes and for the improved moral, intellectuadl ghysical training of those being
educated, to guarantee an adequate supply of thizeseand to guarantee for minors the
conditions necessary for their access to and retent the educational system. The nation and
the territorial entities will participate in the megement, financing, and administration of the
state educational services within the limits preddn the Constitution and the law.”

3. According to Article 27, “The State guarantdss freedom of teaching at the primary
and secondary level, apprenticeship, researchpanidssorship.”

4, Article 41 provides that “In all educational tiistions, public or private, the study of
the Constitution and civics will be mandatory. histway, democratic practices and the value
of the citizen’s participation will be promoted dlugh the teaching of principles. The state
will publicize the Constitution.”

5. In regard with lifelong learning, Article 64 ptides that “It is the duty of the state to
promote the gradual access for agricultural warker(...) services involving education, (...)
with the purpose of improving the incomes and dualf life of the peasants.”

6. According to Article 68, “Individuals may createducational institutions. The
educational community will participate in the maeagnt of the educational institutions.
Education will be in the care of individuals of ogmized ethical and pedagogical principles.
The law guarantees the professionalism and digsfityhe teaching profession. Parents have
the right to select the type of education for thminor children. In state institutions, no
individual may be obligated to receive religioustmction. The members of ethnic groups
will have the right to schooling that respects atelelops their cultural identity. The
eradication of illiteracy and the education of induals with physical or mental limitations or
with exceptional capabilities are special obligasi@f the State.

7. Article 69 grants the autonomy of universiti€she universities will be able to
administer and govern themselves through their bylaws, in accordance with the law.”

8. In regard to the principle of equality; Articte states that “The state recognizes,
without any discrimination whatsoever, the primatyhe inalienable rights of the individual

! Sources:

2 http://wsp.presidencia.gov.co/Normativa/Documents/ConstitucionPoliticaColombia 20100810.pdf

(in Spanish) ; http://confinder.richmond.edu/admin/docs/colombia const2.pdf (in English)




and protects the family as the basic institutionso€iety”. Article 13 provides that “All
individuals are born free and equal before the #nal are entitled to equal protection and
treatment by the authorities, and to enjoy the sagits, freedoms, and opportunities without
discrimination on the basis of gender, race, nati@r family origin, language, religion,
political opinion, or philosophy. The state willgpnote the conditions necessary in order that
equality may be real and effective will adopt measuin favor of groups which are
discriminated against or marginalized.”

9. In regard to gender equality, Article 43 spesifthat “Women and men have equal
rights and opportunities. Women cannot be subjettteshy type of discrimination...The state
will support the female head of household in a Eledy.”

10. In regard to languages and ethnic minorideticle 7 states: “The state recognizes
and protects the ethnic and cultural diversity leé Colombian nation.” Article 10 adds:
“Spanish is the official language of Colombia. Theguages and dialects of ethnic groups are
also official in their territories. The educatiomopided in communities with their own
linguistic traditions will be bilingual.”

11.  Article 356 establishes that the resources of the Generakb®ysf Shares of the
departments, districts, and municipalities will destined to the financing of their respective
competences, giving priority to health and presth@oimary, secondary and middle
education, in order to guarantee and expand atcélsse services.

Legislative framework:

12.  The legal Framework for education is provided Law No. 11% on General
Education (Ley General de Educacion) of 8 Febrd®94, according to which, the school
system is divided into five levels of educatione@rhool education, primary education,
secondary education, media education and higheca¢éidn). The right to education for
indigenous people is protected by the Law. It digthés, inter alia, the right to a bilingual
education with the use of mother tongue languagegles 57 and 199).

13. Law No. 30/1992 on Higher EducatiofLey de Educacion Superior No.30/1992)
regulates and establishes the Colombian higher atidac system as a “cultural public

service” (Article 2). Article 5 establishes thagher education will be accessible to all on the
basis of individual capacity.

14. Law No. 749/2002 on Higher Techinical, Profesal, and Technological Educatfon
(Ley de Educacién Superior Técnicas Profesional&ggnoldgicas N° 749/2002) organizes
and regulates higher education as a public serwicgarticular through institutionalizing
technical, professional, and technological fornratio

® Article 356 of the Constitution was emended by LaMo. 1176 on December %7 2007:
http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-1461aiehivo _pdf.unknown
* http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-85906 archivo pdf.pdf (Accessed 30/04/11)

> http://www.oei.es/quipu/colombia/Ley educ superior.pdf

® http://www.oei.es/quipu/colombia/Ley educ tecnica superior.pdf




15. Law No. 1324 of July 13th, 2009through which parameters and criteria are
elaborated in order to organize the system of restdluation in the quality of education.
Moreover, norms are established for the promotibra @ulture of evaluation in order to
facilitate inspection and monitoring of the Staldwe implementation of this law will be
carried out by the Colombian Institute for the Enaion of Educatioh(Instituto Colombiano
para la Evaluacion de la Education; ICFES).

16. Law No. 1297 of April 30th, 2089through which the requisites and procedures for
admissions to the educational services of the Stegeregulated, especially for zones that
have difficult access, special populations and satbat specialize in technical formation or

that are deficient.

17. Law No. 1295 of April 6th, 2089: through which the comprehensive care of children
in early childhood is regulated (sectors ranke@ and 3 by the SISBEN - the Identification
System of Potential Social Programs Beneficiari8stema de ldentificacion de Potenciales
Beneficiarios de Programas Sociales).

18. Law No. 1286 of January 23rd, 26B%he general of this law is to strengthen the
National System of Science and Technology and twmpte science, technology, and
innovation, in order to favour the Nation’s econonand industrial system (Article 1).
Moreover, the law develops the rights and dutiesitttens and the State concerning the
development of scientific knowledge, technologdabelopment, innovation and research.

19. Law No. 1145 of July 10th, 2087 through which the National System of Disability
is established. The objective of this law is tompate and guarantee the fundamental and
human rights of people with special needs and disab, by eliminating the barriers that
limit the disabled to access physical, environmiensocial, economic and cultural
opportunities, and that impede them from enjoyhwgrtrights.

20. Law No. 1084 of August 4th, 2086 through which the State strengthens higher
education in remote and inaccessible zones in thentbian territory

21. Law No. 1064 of July 26th, 20898 through which norms for the support and
strengthening of work-oriented education and hurdamelopment (non-formal education
according to the General Law of Education) areldistaed.

’ http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-210697 archivo pdf ley 1324.pdf

& http://www.icfes.gov.co/

® http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-191904 archivo pdf ley1297.pdf

19 http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-187668 archivo pdf ley 1295 2009.pdf

" http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-186955 archivo pdf ley 1286 2009.pdf

2 http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-146166 archivo pdf.unknown

13 http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-105594 archivo pdf.pdf

1 http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-104704 archivo pdf.pdf




22. Decree No. 804 from 18 May 1995 regulates iapateeds education for the
indigenous groups present within the national tinyi and develops the provisions of Law
No. 115. The Law also provides some provisiongiisabled people (Title I, Chapter I).

23. Decree No. 2082 from 18 November 1996 estaddisthe basic principles and

guidelines that provide for special curricular atien, the general rules for organizing the
service, and contains guidelines for teacher tngirand provides criteria for the financial

support of programs. Article 14 of Law No. 115des for compulsory sexual education.

According to Article 17, one year of preschool eatian is compulsory for children under 6

years old. Basic education is divided into primangl secondary education and it provides for
9 years of education (Article 19).

24. In 2006, Law No. 1098 implemented the coastihal right to education to children
before 6 and sets a system of fines for personsnefmain from receiving a child in public
education (Article 28). The code also enshrines'tight to development in early childhood”
which includes intangible rights to education (&lei 29), and explicitly prohibits cruel,
degrading or humiliating sanctions in the premisethe school (Article 45).

25. Regarding non-formal education, two texts pteva framework for institutions that

offer educational services with respect to work hAochan development : Law 1064 (2006)
and Decree 2888 (2007) They both intend to pronva@i@ing in the practice of working

through the development of expertise, skills araining to perform handmade, artistic,
recreational and occupational therapy, protectiod exploitation of natural resources and
public participation and community development gjpegob skills, as well as contribute to

right to lifelong learning?

26. The 1997 Law No. 387 on Internal Displacertfenis the law under which displaced
children are now eligible for free education, astials must accept them without requiring
previous proof of education.

27. Decree No. 2247 of Septembel"11997 establishes the norms relative to the servic
provision of education at the preschool level.

28. Resolution No. 2343 of Jun&,5.996 provides for the general guidelines of cultsr
processes of the public service of education, astdbéishes indicators that can measure
curricular progress in formal education.

29. Decree No. 2082 of November™81996 regulates special needs education for
persons with disabilities or gifted skills. It dslishes its underlying principles, provides
special curricular guidelines to offer special atiten, stipulates the general rules for the
organization of the public service of educatiorotter such attention and the guidelines for
teacher training, and formulates the criteria fbe tfinancial support of special needs
educational programs.

30. Resolution No. 2707 of June'2@.996 defines the general criteria for the eviduat
of institutions and State teachers linked to thevigion of quality incentives.

> “g|  Desarollo de la  Educacion, Informe  National de  Colombia”, 2008,
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/ice/48th-session-2008/national-reports.html

% http://www.disaster-info.net/desplazados/legislacion/Ley387de1997.pdf (Accessed 30/04/11)




31. Decree No. 804 of May 181995 regulates the special needs education Foricet
groups.

32. Law No. 188 of 1995 defines the PluriannuahRi&Investments that establishes the
stability of the financial resources for the edwmasector.

33. Decree No. 1860 of August 1994 partially reggdalaw No. 115 concerning
pedagogical and general organization aspects.

34. Decree No. 2886 of December™2d4994 regulates the necessary procedures and
formalities that should be met by local authoritiasorder to obtain the certification of
compliance with the requirements that shall endb&am to manage the administration of
fiscal resources and the provision of the educaternice.

35. Law No. 60 of 1993 concerns the distributiod aompetences and resources among
the different territorial areas of the country.

36. Law No. 30 of 1992 organizes the public seraickigher education.

37. Decree No. 88 of 1976 restructures the edutatystem and reorganizes the Ministry
of National Education.

38. Law No. 43 of December #11975" nationalizes primary and secondary education
(service which was provided by the Departments, Special District of Bogota and the
municipalities).

Policy measures:

39. The New Educational Policy of Colombia’s Minjsbf Educatio®® (“Educacion de
Calidad. Camino para la Prosperidad”) focuses atgerialia, the quality of education,
preschool education and the use of NTIC in schools.

40. In its Education Sector Plan 2010-2014 (“Plact&rial de Educacion 2010-2014"),
the government aims to advance the achievementnoisive quality education, in
collaboration with the private sector as well asl@ociety. In the Sectorial Plan 2010-2014,
the policy establishes 5 strategic themes that segkprove educational strategies:
1. Quality basic education with special attention te-pchool education.
2. Improve the quality of education at all levels.
3. Reduce the gap that exists within the rural-urbapugation, diverse and vulnerable
populations, and by regions (expansion of coverage)
4. Innovation in education.
5. Strengthen the management of the education sectoder to make it an effective and
transparent model.

41. The Decennial National Plan of Education 20066® (Plan Nacional Decenal de
Educacion 2006-2016; PNDE) contains a “social @ttt for the right to education which

7 http://www.alcaldiabogota.gov.co/sisjur/normas/Normal.jsp?i=288

18 http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/cvn/1665/articles-237397 archivo pdf.pdf




identifies and establishes the decisions that areial for the advancement of education in
Colombia. This plan is to be implemented within ®Bectorial and Territorial educational
development plans throughout Colombia.

42. National Development Plan 2006-2810Plan Nacional de Desarrollo 2006-2010)
was released by Law No. 1151 of July"22007. The plan has education as a pillar for
development. The central themes are combattingrppoeed improving the condition of the
most vulnerable populations. One of the means ldege this is through education. Below
are some of the provisions of the plan that retatducation:

i) Combatting poverty and improving the condition loé tvulnerable through a quality
education.

iy Increase the number of school places for displaumgallation. Goal by 2010 was:
400.000 places. General goal is to expand accesducation, i.e. achieve universal
coverage until secondary school, especially fomtlost vulnerable populations.

iy Expand access to higher education and combatraldje Increase registration in
technical and technological subjects.

ivy Promote and teach Human Rights through educateynwifich the National Human
Rights Education (PLANEDH) was develop[ed and impated.

v) Improve information systems and the monitoring,ludong the Human Rights
Observatory of the Vice Presidency of Colombiaywa#i as institutional opportunities
for  coordination and monitoring  public  policies, in order to
ensure the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

vi) Educational integration of students with speciadseand disabilities.

vi) Increase and strengthen the relation between theaédn sector and the economy,
technology and companies, e.g. through the promatidTC in education.

vii) Investment of 45.572.379 million Pesos for the etioa sector.

43. The Ten Year Plan established by Article 7ehefGeneral Law of Education and the
regulation of Decree No. 1719 of 1995, aims to madtecation a State policy priority. The
Plan is a guideline that attempts to define thelsggéa education in Colombia during 10
years, as well as provoke institutional and sani@bilization around education.

Inclusive Education

44.  To implement the project “Quality Inclusive Edtion in Colombia” (“Educacion

Inclusiva de Calidad en Colombia”), the IBE is pding expertise to support the
strengthening of the national policy on quality lisive education, with the Ministry of

National Education of Colombia (MEN), the Organiaatof Ibero-American States (OEl),
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Saldga Concha Foundation and the
Empresarios por la Educacién (EXE) Foundatfibn.

45.  The first stage of this project includes a ol workshop on inclusive education
entitled “Workshop for the Participatory Constrocti of Inclusive Education Policy in

9 http://www.plandecenal.edu.co/html/1726/w3-propertyvalue-43510.html

20 http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/articles-146170 archivo pdf.unknown

21 http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/global-news-archive/single-news/news/quality-inclusive-

education-in-colombia-initiative/106.html



Colombia” (“Taller para la Construcciéon Participatide la Politica de Educacién Inclusiva
en Colombia”), held in Bogota in early May 2012.gRmal, national and international
participants analysed the current policy framéwanm inclusive education and proposed to
the Colombian Minister of Education a series obremendations for its revision.

46. Aligned with the IBE’s strategy 2008-2013, tlgeoject implies two inter-related
components:
1. Revision and adjustment of the national policy feswark on inclusive education
through evidence-based policy dialogue, engagingrde stakeholders; and,
2. Implementation of regional capacity-developmenigpams to refine institutional and
curricular capacities to implement inclusive edigrapractices at the school level.

47. Students from displaced populations: Accordingthe EFA Global Monitoring
Report, 2011after Sudan, the world’s largest displaced poputaitoin Colombia, with more
than 3 million people (out of a population of 42lmn). However, the 1997 Law on Internal
Displacement and subsequent actions by the Cotistith Court have strengthened IDP
entitlements to educatidh.The Colombian case therefore demonstrates that fggvision
can play a role in extending opportunity and empovgelDPs. Colombia has probably the
strongest legislative framework for protecting ¢hsed civilians and providing access to
basic services, including education. Under Colombiaw, displaced children are now
eligible for free education, and schools must acttegm without requiring previous proof of
education. These enhanced entitlements have hadpatt. The Ministry of Education data
shows a steady increase in the proportion of I0jesl & to 17 attending school, from 48% in
2007 to 86% in 2010. Despite these gains, howe@etpmbia’s IDPs continue to face
immense difficulties. While they enjoy strong legabtection, there have been problems in
translating nominal rights into real entittemerm&anning in many municipalities suffers from
poor coordination, weak capacity and in some cdsaged political will. The new
government elected in 2010 has pledged to strengthpport but faces considerable political
and administrative challenges. Some of these aigaerelate to the difficulties IDPs face in
registering their status. They often struggle tondestrate their eligibility for targeted
programs, including those in education. Moreovegal entitlements do not automatically
override the effects of poverty and marginalizatigiany IDPs start school late, repeat grades
and drop out early. One study estimates that 51%D8Bf youth attend secondary school,
compared with 63% of non-IDP youth.

48.  Students from rural or remote areas: From 182®%07, the share of students reaching
the last grade of primary education in Colombiaeased by twenty-one percentage points.
Part of the improvement may be attributed to therdR Education Project” ( Proyecto de
Educacién Rural). The PER, which started in 200@ lay 2006 covered more than 435,000
students in about 6,500 rural schools. Working uglomunicipal authorities, the program
assessed the needs of each school. Teachers wereggecialized training in one of nine
flexible educational models targeting disadvantagfedents. An evaluation based on a large
number of schools carried out from 2000 to 2005ébthat 14% of rural schools had been
covered by the project. While the project had mmisicant impact on enrolment, increases in

2 EFA Global Monitoring Report, 2011, p.20,
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001907/190743e.pdf

2 |bid. p.216.



language test scores and the share of studentsigp@ssmminations were significantly larger
in the schools covered. Dropout also decrease@R $thools by 3.2 percentage points more
than in schools that were not part of the progr#hile demand-side interventions such as
conditional cash transfers have received muchtatteas a way to reduce school dropout, the
evaluation of PER is part of a growing body of evide on the importance of supply-side
strategies that make schools more efficient anddaive to students:

Curriculum

49. Human Rights Education: In regard with violentschools, the Colombia’s National
Program of Citizenship Competencies, launched 0¥2@ims to equip teachers, students and
education managers with skills and attitudes thigihtrreduce violence. The Classrooms in
the Peace Initiative, part of the program, combmetassroom curriculum reaching all grade
2 to grade 5 students with targeted workshops amdehvisits for those with the highest
aggression scores in teacher or peer surveys.nligive aims to reduce aggression, conflict
and bullying by developing skills including empatlaypger management and active listening.
Initial evaluations point to impressive resultssluding a sharp reduction in aggressive and
anti-social behaviour. The program is currentlyngeextended to areas with high levels of
violent political conflict?®® Additionally, another program has been launchedled
“Eduderechos” “Programme of Education for the eserof Human Rights “(“Programa de
educacién para el ejercicio de los Derechos Huniafos

50. Sexual education: The Ministry of Educationnieled the Program of Education for
Sexuality and Citizenship Construction (Programa Eltuacion para la Sexualidad vy
Construccifon de Ciudadaffp Sexual education is enshrined within the Genkeat on
Education. However, it seems that not enough sshactually teach students about it. Only
3,135 institutions out of 14,000 have an educatipnagram on sexualit§?

51. Preschool curriculum: Some curriculum have baadivered to preschool institutions,
so as to improve education of children under 5s/eld*

52. Education in conflict areas: Colombia’s Consitin establishes that “The rights of
children have priority over the rights of otherst, 44).%

*Ibid., p.52.

2 EFA Global Monitoring Report, 2011, p.249,
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001907/190743e.pdf

2% http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/propertyvalue-44605.html (Accessed 30/04/11)

%7 http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1621/article-172105.html (Accessed 30/04/11)

2http://www.eltiempo.com/vida-de-hoy/educacion/colombia-sigue-rezagada-en-proyectos-de-
educacion-sexual 8489240-4 (Accessed 30/04/11)

2http://elnuevosiglo.com.co/bogota/metropolitana/30554-nueva-guia-de-educacion-infantil.html
(Accessed 30/04/11)

¥ Schools and Armed Conflict, Human Rights Watch, July 2011, p.65 :

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/crd0711webwcover.pdf
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53. Colombia covered by the Human Rights Watch eyihis classified as a Country
with Explicit Prohibitions or Explicit Restrictionsn the Use of Schools.

54.  Colombia is all involved in prolonged interraaimed conflicts against rebel groups.
This country with these experiences has opteduoh xplicit restrictions against the use of
schools may reflect certain lessons from theselictsfit certainly demonstrates a belief that
their armed forces can fight successfully withcawihg to resort to the use and occupation of
schools. The Ministry of Defence for Colombia téldman Rights Watch that “the General
Command of the Military Forces has issued differasatructions which target all the military
units. The aim of these is to remind the militarytsi that the occupation of civilian goods,
and in particular, of schools and educational etrs prohibited, because it will mean a
violation of [international humanitarian law].” A example of such directives, the Ministry
cited a July 2010 order of the Commander GenertdleoMilitary Forces, which states that “it
is a serious offence, [if] a commander occupiegllmws the occupation on the part of his
troops of ... public institutions, such as educatioastablishments, including colleges,
schools, and community halls, which causes an iranmimisk for the protection of minors,
noticeably affecting the guarantee of the fulfilrhand respect of their rights.” The order also
notes that “since the use of civilian and publiogarty has historically triggered other
accusations against troops, such as forced dispkaue theft, indiscriminate attacks, and both
physical and verbal abuse against minors, whowygest to special protection...it is required
to undertake disciplinary investigations where pmesand to carry out ... monitoring in
order to avoid a repetition of [such] behaviouperation areas®?

Cooperation:

55. Colombia is not party to 1960 UNESCO Conventagrinst Discrimination in
Education; however, it reported to UNESCO in 1988 2006 on the measures taken for the
implementation of the 1960 UNESCO Recommendati@inat) Discrimination in Education
within the framework of the sixth and seventh cdiagion of Member States for the periods
1994-1999 and 2000-2005, respectively.

56. Colombia is not party to 1989 UNESCO Convention Technical and Vocational
Education.

57. Colombia reported to UNESCO in 2009 within tframework of the fourth
consultation of Member States on the measures tekethe implementation of the 1974
UNESCO Recommendation concerning Education forrmatiional Understanding, Co-
operation and Peace and Education relating to HuRights and Fundamental Freedoms
(covering the period 2005-2008).

1 Ibid., p.52-54.

32 Order of the Commander General of the Militarydes:, July 6, 2010 (No. 2010124005981 / CGFM-CGING-
25.11), cited in letter to Human Rights Watch beriel Ambrosi Turbay, Human Rights Director, Ministfy
National Defense, September 22, 2010.
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Freedom of opinion and expressioft
Achievements, best practices, challenges and comistr

58. Leqislative framework: The Colombian Constiati guarantees the freedom of
expression under Article 20EVery individual is guaranteed the freedom to egprand
diffuse his/her thoughts and opinions, to transamtl receive information that is true and
impartial, and to establish mass communicationsien&d Concerning the right to access
information, Article 74 provides the right to acsgmiblic documents.

59. A freedom of information law has been in placge@olombia as far back as 1888 and
is ensured by theaw Ordering thePublicity of Official Acts and Documen{$985), yet in
reality the access to public information is oftefficult and time-consuming.

60. Defamation remains criminalized under ArticB%0 and 221 of Colombia’s Penal
Codé® with the possibility of imprisonment of up to foyears plus a monetary fine.
Moreover, during a ruling on 29 February 2012 by @olombian Cudinamarca High Court
upheld the provisions involving a newspaper edileeming them constitutiorfal

61. Media self-requlation: Th@olombianFederation oflournalistfFECOLPERY’ is an
independent organization bringing together joustslifrom all of Colombia’s regions. It
works to improve working conditions as well as @vesal initiatives concerning safety for
example.

62. Safety of journalists: Colombia continues toameunsafe environment for journalists
and media workers. UNESCO condemned three killinghe country between 2008-2011
including the murders of journalists, Luis Eduar@®mez in June 2033 of Harold
Humberto Rivas Quevedo in December 2009 and of BEeseardo Aguilar in April 2009.
Investigations of these killings are ongoihg

63. It must be noted that in recent years Governneeriaking pro-active actions to
improve the safety of journalists.

Sources :
** http://confinder.richmond.edu/admin/docs/colombia_const2.pdf
* http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text.jsp?file_id=190483

*® http://www.freedomhouse.org/article/colombian-court-upholds-prison-sentence-newspaper-
editor

* http://www.fecolper.com.co/quienes-somos/quienes-somos

3% http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?News|D=38984&Cr=journalist&Crl=
39

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/FED/Safety%20Report%20by%2
0DG%202012.pdf
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64. One of the factors for Columbia to be an unsafaronment for journalists is due to
the continuing insurgency by rebel groups who kmdjraurnalists such as the case of French
reporter Romeo Langlois held by FARC but recerglgased in May 2012

.  RECOMMENDATIONS

Right to education

65. Colombia should be encouraged to ratify theD186nvention against Discrimination
in Education.

66. UNESCO has recently launched the 8th Consoiftatin the measures taken for the
implementation of the Convention and Recommendatgainst Discrimination in Education
(covering the period 2006-2011), the results of tQionsultation will be submitted to
UNESCO'’s governing bodies at the end of 2013. Cbianhas not yet reported to UNESCO
on the Recommendation and is now strongly encodramsubmit a report.

67. Colombia could be encouraged to adopt furtheasures (e.g. special laws) which aim
to combat discrimination in education, protect nityogroups, combat illiteracy in rural
areas, and promote gender equality.

Freedom of opinion and expression

68. The Government is encouraged to decriminaheedefamation law and subsequently
incorporate it into the civil code in accordancéhwinternational standards.

69. The Government is encouraged to continue amengthen the positive steps
undertaken towards ensuring journalist and medikevsafety.

70.  The Government is encouraged to further imprwve simplify the process to obtain
public information in accordance with internatiostdndards.

The right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progess and
its applications (REBSP)

71. The Government of Colombia is encouraged toortepp UNESCO within the
framework of the on-going consultation with Memb®tates on the monitoring of the
implementation of the 1974 Recommendation on ta&uStof Scientific Researchers.

0 http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/31/us-colombia-farc-idUSBRES4T1AE20120531




