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. METHODOLOGY AND CONSULTATION PROCESS

This report has been prepared by the Child Righige@ance Assembly (CRGA), a civil
society advocacy network of 17 organizations iniclgdchildren and youth organizations
(See Annex_1: List of the member organizationdt draws upon a series of national
consultations held in June and September-Octobdr2 20y the CRGA and on the
publications, documentation and experience of tR&& members. The key concerns raised
in this report have also been discussed natioalyCRGA Members at a consultation
meeting with the Government of Bangladesh (GoBiti@aarly with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of Women and Children Afa and with the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) in September 2012. Thporerefers to continuities of law and
practice impacting on child rights with a partiaufacus on incidents and trends of concern
observed since the last UPR held in 2009. The teglso compares the delivery of the
Government against commitments made at the 2009 WilRregard to the protection and
promotion of the rights of the children and drawegafic recommendations to that end.

II. SCOPE OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS

Human Rights Treaties Bangladesh has ratified all major human righ¢éaties (ICCPR,
ICESCR, CRC, CERD, CEDAW, CAT, CMW, CRPD). Howeviehas entered reservations
to several treaties including CRC and CEDAW. It hascepted the individual
communications procedure under only one treaty (&W®I)and does not accept any inquiry
procedure by any treaty body. Bangladesh has ngétaacceded to the Refugee Convention
or the Convention on Protection from Enforced Dmsgrance, ILO Convention N0169 on
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 1989e€Annex 2 for detaily.

Constitutionally Protected Rights: The Constitution of Bangladesh contains explicit
guarantees of a wide range of civil and politidgghts considering those as Fundamental
Rights. It secures the right of remedy for the aimn of these rights by way of a
constitutional petition before the Supreme CoutieSe rights include equality before law,
equal protection of the law, non-discrimination gmounds of race, religion, caste, sex, or
place of birth, special measures for women, childaed ‘backward sections of citizens’,
equality of opportunity in public employment, prctien of the rights to life and personal
liberty, the right to be treated in accordance Matl, safeguards as to arrest and detention,
prohibition of forced labour, protection in respedit trial and punishment, freedom of
assembly, freedom of association, freedom of thbagh conscience, freedom of expression
freedom of profession and occupation, freedom lfiom, the right to property and the right
to protection of the home and correspondence.

The Constitution also sets out the fundamentalcppies of state policy, which mandate the
state to ensure, among others, women’s participationational life, free and compulsory
education, public health, equality of opportuniiigrk as a right and duty, rural development
and promotion of local government institutions, vasll as respect for international law.
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Although traditionally considered to be non-jusildie, these fundamental principles have
been applied in a number of cases by the Supremet,Go order to protect economic and
social rights:

Domestic application of international law: International treaty obligations must be
incorporated into national law before they can beatly enforceablé.Such incorporation
has not taken place with respect to most treatyigiams (with the exception of parts of the
Genocide Convention). However, international humigits norms have been judicially
applied in order to interpret expansively the scopeonstitutionally guaranteed rights in a
number of significant cases.

[II. INSTITUTIONAL AND NORMATIVE FRAMEWORK ON CHILD  REN’'S
RIGHTS

Bangladesh has a parliamentary form of governnweitit, the Prime Minister as the head of
the government and the President as the head o$téte. Direct elections involving all
citizens over the age 18 are required to be hetdydive years for the unicameral parliament
known as the Jatiya Sangsad. Although parliametiéashighest law making body in the
country, but subject to the provisions of the ciasbn, when Parliament is not in session or
stands dissolved, the President may make lawsdigance.

The Judiciary, and in particular the Supreme Ceudomprising the Appellate and High
Court Division respectively — is responsible fore tenforcement of fundamental rights
through its constitutional jurisdiction. Despiteeat guarantees of judicial independence in
the original Constitution, a series of amendments @ntinuing executive interference have
resulted in significant erosion of the traditiogdlligh esteem in which the judiciary has been
held. Deep and partisan politicization of the higjugliciary — mainly through appointment
and non-confirmation of judges, as well as prowgdopportunities for their holding high
office following retirement — has affected publierpeptions of its impartiality and
competence. With respect to the lower judiciarthalgh the Supreme Court gave effect to
the constitutional mandate for separation of theelojudiciary in its landmarkviasdar
Hossain v Banglade&hudgment in 1999, the Government adopted the sacgdegislation
only in January 2007 Thus, the magistracy — the front lines of the @mahjustice system —
was finally separated into judicial and executivanghes. Serious concerns remain regarding
the extent of effective separation of the lowerigiaty, in particular the lack of adequate
resources and capacity building, and reports otticoimg interference by the executive,
despite important progress having been made innguith place the legal and institutional
framework. The retention of key functions relatitmyappointments and postings with the
executive (in particular the Ministry of Law) reges urgent attention.

! See I. Byrne and S. Hossain, “Economic and S&iigthts Case Law of Bangladesh, Nepal, PakistarSaind
Lanka” in M. Langford Socio-Economic Right€ambridge University Press, 2009, forthcoming.

2 For example, the State is required to base igsnational relations on the principles of respecff...]

equality, [...] and respect for international law ahd principles enunciated in the United Nationsu@r (Art.

25, Constitution of Bangladesh, 1972).

% Hossain, a subordinate court judge, had contettdzdsince judges and magistrates were part gitieiary,
they should not be controlled under laws regulathmg civil service. The Appellate Division upheltetHigh
Court’s judgment in favour of HossaiSécretary, Ministry of Finance v Masdar Hossa(00 BLD (AD) 104).

* This comprised the Bangladesh Judicial Service@®aymission Rules 2007, the Bangladesh JudicialiGer
(Service Constitution, Composition, Recruitment [@usion, Dismissal and Removal) Rules 2007 and the
Bangladesh Judicial Service (Posting, Promotiomyvke Control, Discipline and other Service ConditiRules
2007 as well as the Code of Criminal Procedure (Aangent) Ordinance 2007 (the Judicial Service
Commission Rules 2002 having been adopted earlier).
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National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has be¢abéished in 2008 and reconstituted
in 2010. Plenty of concerns remain with regardhe function of NHRC as an effective
human rights watchdog, noting the executive predamge in the composition of the
selection committee and even the daily work throsgtondment; the Commission’s limited
jurisdiction to investigate cases already pendingfotl® a Court, Ombudsman or
Administrative Tribunal, against the disciplineddes and its limited powers to ensure state
compliance with its recommendations and directivi@sespite express constitutional and
legislative provisions, the office of the Ombudsnhas not been established to date.

IV. IMPLEMENTATION OF FIRST CYCLE RECOMMENDATIONS A ND
OVERALL SITUATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

1. Ratification, withdrawal of reservations to the CRC In response to the UPR
recommendation made by several states, Bangladesimitted (No 1) reconsidering
reservationsincluding to the Convention on the Rights of theil@€ (CRC), in particular
Article 14(1) on the right of the child to freedooh thought, conscience and religion and
Article 21on child adoption. Similar commitment halso been made to the Committee on
the Rights of the Child in 2009 as it reads: ‘Ththdrawal of reservations to articles 14.1 and
21 was under consideration, subject to wider ceasohs and learning from the experience of
other countries®However, no concrete step has been seen to thifittlcommitment.
Recommendation

» The Government of Bangladesh should make specific nd time bound
commitment to withdraw its reservations to the twoarticles of the CRC

2. Institutional developments with regard to children’s rights: Several recommendations
were made and subsequently accepted by the GoBhéomstitutional development with
regards to child rights which include raising théimum age of criminal responsibility,
review domestic legislation and practice to brihngnh both in compliance with international
obligations in particular regarding (i) protectiagainst kidnapping and trafficking, and (ii)
the juvenile justice system through providing adequfacilities of corresponding capacity
for juveniles in detention or prison and adoptipgdafic measures for the protection of their
human rights (No 16).

In line with above commitments, several steps h&éeen undertaken by the GoB.
Constituting the National Council for Women and I@ten Development (NCWCD) to
coordinate the efforts of the government and tomaoend amendment to present laws, rules
for protection of women and children was a welcanstep. Being headed by the Prime
Minister and comprised of relevant ministers, sires, parliamentarians and civil society
representatives, the council could be an idealltresiented platform. However, since its
inception in 2009, the NCWCD has had only one meedind yet to implement the decisions
of that meeting.

Presently a number of ministries are involved indaleping and implementing projects for
betterment of the children. Since it is not possitd bring all these interventions under a
single ministry, a separate directorate for chitdcan coordinate all these initiatives which
will ultimately result in better implementation. @Committee on the Rights of the Child in
its fifty first session recommended that the Sfaety consider enhancing capacities of the

® http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G09/48% DF/G0913956.pdf?0OpenElement

® Written replies by the government of Bangladesthéolist of issues (CRC/C/BGD/Q/4) prepared by the
Committee on the Rights of the Child in connectigth the consideration of the third and fourth pdic
reports of Bangladesh, See CRC/C/BGD/4 andCRC/C/IB@@d.1, 25 May 2009
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Ministry of Women and Children Affairs (MoWCA) thugh the provision of adequate
human and financial resources to strengthen itgdooating role at the multi-sectoral,
national, divisional, and district levels. The Coitiee also recommended that the State party
further clarify the roles and mandates of the NCWE®IBWCA and Department for Children
to reduce duplication of efforts and increase dffecuse of limited resourcés.

The MoWCA is presently developing an early childthatevelopment policy. The ministry
has also initiated a pre-primary programme in tadtation with the Bangladesh Shishu
Academy (BSA). National Children Policy 2011 hasieadopted on 14 February 2011
reflects the principles of the CRC more decisivalyd replacing the policy of 1994.
Amendment of Children Act 1974 is also at the fist@ge. Although the Children Act 1974
was widely considered as a very progressive légmslaamendments were sought to ensure
its conformity with international standards espkgiwith regard to the definition of child
and minimum age of criminal responsibility. The ftinarepared by the Ministry of Social
Welfare in consultation with different stakeholdemsd approved by the cabinet defined
someone bellow the age of 18 as a childbwever, while vetting the Ministry of Law has
made some key changes which created debate ardl hlaét amendment of the Act. It has
maintained the definition of the 1974 Children Aet any person below the age of 16 years
is a child. With regard to Alternative Sentencingtions, although provisions for diversion
have been retained, various options proposed irotiggnal draft for alternative forms of
sentencing (cautioning, community service ordersbation etc.) have been dropped. This is
likely to increase the institutional/prison sentemdor children. The law vetted by the Law
Ministry prescribes that the Criminal Procedure €be applied for investigation in juvenile
cases. This is also a backward step from the 1€74 A

Some other new laws have recently been enactedasuttte Domestic Violence (Prevention
and Protection) Act 2010 and Anti Trafficking AA2L which also placed emphasis on the
best interests of the child in determining how tovde care for children. Importantly, these
laws defined children below the age of 18.

Few other developments have taken place such asrettognition of mother’'s identity
through a gazette notification in 2010, directieéghe High Court to prevent forced veiling
in educational institutions and workplaces; dinessi banning sexual harassment, and
strengthening controls of birth certificates andfwational ID cards during marriage
registration to prevent early marriages. Howeverceon remains on the poor implementation
of these directives.

With regard to institutional development, reconsiitg the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) in 2010 was a major step. The KH#ias taken an active role in
promoting child rights through forming a Child RighCommittee headed by its Full Time
Member. This Committee has done some worthy wockudhing identifying child rights as

" Concluding observations of the Committee on thghRi of the Child: Bangladesh, Fifty First Session
CRC/C/BGD/CO/4, 26 June 2009, P 4

8 GOB, National Children Policy, 20,IMOWCA, Dhaka 2011: It has chapters on safe dbiith (clause 6.1),
child poverty reduction (clause 6.2), child heglthause 6.3), pre-primary education (clause 6.4iden’s
education (clause 6.5), recreation and sport (el&u6), child protection (clause 6.7), disadvardagleildren
(clause 6.8), autistic children (clause 6.9), birtlgistration (clause 6.10), backward and minodikyldren
(clause 6.11), protection of children at times istréss or natural disasters (clause 6.12), childnearticipation
and opinion (clause 6.13), adolescent developmelaiuge 7), development of the girl child (clause 8)
elimination of child labour (clause 9), implememdatmeasures (clause 10).

° The Committee on the Rights of the Child suggésiis be not less than 12 years. In Bangladesh itine

years.
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one of the key issues in its strategic plan, comgeronsultation meetings on the reform of
the Children Act 1974 and on corporal punishmentcbildren, coordinating the UPR
consultation meeting on Child Rights and Traffickiemd deciding to submit its independent
report for the UPR.

Recommendations

* Foster and finalize the process of amending the ddren Act 1974 determining
children’s age as 18 years

» Take necessary measures to establish the Children@mbudsman to specifically
deal with complaints of violations of the rights ofthe child and to provide
remedies for such violations, taking into accounthte Child Rights Committee’s
general comment No. 19 of 2009

» Establish a separate Directorate for children to bter coordinate among
ministries, reduce duplication of efforts and incrase effective use of limited
resources

3. Implementation of existing laws and policies tgrotect children from abuse: In
Bangladesh several laws exist in relation to chadlfare and protection. However,
implementation of these laws is very weak. Not mhels been done in ensuring abusers
accountable. Girl children are not always safe un@enporary police protection or in
government approved certified hom€surrent laws related to sexual crimes against wild
focus on punishing the offender rather than pratgethildren’s rights. There is no law or
procedure to address recovery and rehabilitatiohiid survivors of commercial sexual
exploitation, and judicial decisions to date havdyocommented upon repatriation. Law
enforcing agencies do not usually assist childmistor children at risk of commercial sexual
exploitation, even though they are empowered tealby statutory power.

Violence against children is always an issue of/greoncern in Bangladesh. In addition to
other forms of violence, stalking of girls and cylseme against them were particular issue
of concern during the reporting period. In manyesashose girls ended their lives failing to
bear the humiliation§eeAnnex 3 for figureg. The government and the judiciary has taken
some commendable steps like the directives giventhgy High Court banning sexual
harassment, the circular issued by the Governmerdllt educational institutions to ban
corporal punishment, creating mass awareness @e fhsues etc. However the government
is yet to enact specific legislation to stop sexhabhssment including cyber crime.

The social stigma, non-disclosure of sexual abysthé children, lack of witness protection,
un-child friendly (especially for the girls and ldhien with disability) legal and medical
examination procedures, improper collection andnteaiance of evidence and lengthy legal
process lead to either non filing of court caseaanuittal of the accused. Generally camera
trial is not in use, although the provision is theln case of prosecution of the perpetrators
there are many constraints including of faulty stigations. In most cases the verdict does
not go in favour of the plaintiff. Often the trafkers and the organizers of child sexual
exploitation put pressure on the plaintiff to withel the case or to “compromise”. As there is
no witness protection mechanism, it is also vefffiadit to ensure justice. In some cases,
children are forced to remain in safe custody dd@0O shelters for a long period as any such
trial usually progress at a very slow pace. Thiy mat serve the purpose of justice as far as
the child survivors are concerned.

3.1 Corporal Punishment: Corporal punishment at educational institutiongaspant in
Bangladesh. A 2009 report by UNICEF shows that 9df%he children surveyed faced
various levels of physical abuse at school, whdéc7were abused at home, and 25% at
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workplace!® The issue got huge attention from the GoB as a&lfrom other stakeholders
during the period. Corporal punishment is a magason for dropping out of children from
school that insist children to labour markét. January 2011, the High Court declared
corporal punishment of children in all educationasktitutions illegal. Following the
judgment™! in April 2011, the Ministry of Education issueduf@elines to Prohibit Corporal
and Psychological Punishment in All Educationatitnons-2011’. The National Children
Policy 2011 also prohibits all forms of punishmefthildren at educational institutions.

3.2 Child trafficking: Trafficking is an issue of grave concern in Bangktdand of course,
most of the trafficked victims are children. In eet time, some positive steps have taken to
combat trafficking. For example, Human Traffickibgterrence and Suppression Act 2012
has been enactechich identifies all individuals below the age & as children. This act has
also addressed legislative gaps such as the abskagaohibition on the trafficking of men.
The National Plan of Action for Combating Human flicking has also been adopted to
ensure adequate awareness, capacity and accoiiptabiimplementing the newly enacted
law on human trafficking and to coordinate actiamainst the crime. Bangladesh has
received an improved status in US report on ‘Te#tffig in Person’ being elevated to ‘Tier-2’
level from previous ‘Tier-2 Watch’ levéf. Children’s unsafe migration from rural to urban
area mostly contributes to child trafficking whicbeds to be adequately addressed.

3.3 Child sexual abuse, exploitation and child pornogrphy: Bangladesh accepts the
recommendation to continue measures towards tleetef® implementation of the National
Plan of Action against Sexual Abuse and Exploitatd Children including Trafficking, and
committed that it is working for ensuring effectiveplementation of the national plan of
action (No 23). The GoB has enacted Pornographiralofict 2012 but subsequent rules are
necessary for the implementation of the Act. Cleidin Bangladesh are highly vulnerable to
child prostitution. Most of the relevant laws fad define child prostitution and do not
address all the manifestations of commercial sexaxgloitation; boys are not afforded
protection; and certain provisions could potentidédlad to the prosecution of children forced
into prostitution. These are severer gaps that imeisiosed through speedy reforms.

Recommendation

* Initiate a coordinated process to formulate and amed laws where necessary and
ensure effective enforcement of existing laws andoficies related to child
protection.

4. Eliminating Child Labour: During the 2009 UPR, Bangladesh accepted the
recommendations to take steps to eradicate ctbloulathrough finalizing and implementing
the plan of action to eliminate the worst formscabild labour and to ensure an effective
monitoring mechanism to oversee the implementatibthe plan of action (No 22). On a
positive note to that end, the Ministry of LabomdaEmployment has adopted the National
Child Labour Elimination Policy, 2010 that proveda framework to eliminate all forms of
child labour by 20132 It aims withdrawing children from hazardous jolmsproving income

19 (UNICEF (2009)Opinions of Children of Bangladesh on Corporal Ralnment: Children’s Opinion Poll
2008 Dhaka: UNICEF & Ministry of Women and Childrenfairs. See at:
http://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/Opinion_Poll_2Qqa#.

! Article 111 of the Constitution of Bangladesh say$e law declared by the Appellate Division szl
binding on the High Court Division and the law ageld by either division of the Supreme Court sball
binding on all courts subordinate to it.’

12 http://www. state.gov/documents/organization/192p&#

13 www.unicef.org/bangladesh/Child_labour.pdf

6|Page




generating opportunities for parents so they aresnoreliant on their children’s income;
offering incentives for working children to attesdhool; enacting laws and improving law
enforcement to eliminate child labour. A Child LalbdJnit has been established as part of
this policy, which has responsibilities includingllecting and disseminating data relating to
child labour. The government has taken up someepi®jo withdraw 55,000 child labourers
from the hazardous working condition, and bringmhieack to normal lifé* According to
this policy, the criteria for defining hazardousrwdor children includes: working more than
five hours a day; work that creates undue pressarghysical and psychological wellbeing
and development; work without pay; work where thédcbecomes the victim of torture or
exploitation or has no opportunity for leisure. Ha&r, concern is that, informal child labour
sectors are totally outside the ambit of existiaggd. There are approximately seven and a
half million child labourers in Bangladesh of whittlree quarters are boys. UNICEF sources
suggest that about half a million children, threanters of whom are girls, work as domestic
help which is in the ‘hidden sector. Some 90% bémh sleep in the homes of their
employers, a large number of whom are paid no wabesy are thus extremely vulnerable
to exploitation.(SeeAnnex 4 for figures). Domestic child labourers are excluded from the
labour law 2006. Even National Child Labour Elintioa Policy 2010 has recognized
domestic work as an informal sector job. Accordinghe findings of a base-line survey of
2005, about 3,400 children worked in brick/ stomeaking for the construction industry.
Most of these children had some sort of respirapsoplem and were not provided with any
safety gear or protection from brick difstOther child workers in hazardous jobs include
123,000 children working as rickshaw pullers, 188,@hildren working in restaurants or tea
stalls, and 56,000 working in carpentfy.

Recommendation

* GoB should revisit its policy to bring the childrenworking in the informal sector
within the ambit of law and take effective steps towithdraw children from
hazardous work.

5. Right to Health: In terms of output, Bangladesh has made considegoigress in child
survival rate over the last several decades. TeenteéMlillennium Countdown Report places
Bangladesh among only 16 countries in the world #ra on track to achieve MDG 4 on
child mortality. The successful programs for imnaation, control of diarrhoeal diseases and
vitamin-A supplementation are considered to be riiwst significant contributors to the
decline in child and infant deaths. However, stiagsof malnutrition manifests the clear
deprivations and health risk possibilities from eilot of children suffers. More than 22
percent of the infants born annually (2006 to 20i&@Yye low birth weight in Bangladesh.
About 36 percent of Bangladeshi children under-fare stunted (height for age) and 46
percent of them are underweight (weight for agéyoAaround half of the total children live
under poverty in Bangladeskurthermore, health improvements have not yet egitiie most
vulnerable children.

14 http://www.thedailystar.net/suppliments/2012/Préima20Child%20Rights/06/child_rights.htm

15|LO and BBS Baseline Survey for Determining Hazardous ChildduabSectors in Banglades2005.

1% |1LO, Bangladesh Baseline Survey on Child Labour Situaiio Construction Industry in Narayanganj and
Munshiganj Districts2005.

I7|1LO and BBS Baseline Survey for Determining Hazardous ChildduabSectors in Banglades2005.

7|Page



Recommendation

* GoB should take all necessary measures to increasecess to free primary health
services with particular attention to pre-natal and post-natal care for children
and their mothers

6. Right to education: Bangladesh has made significant progress toward<sMDand
Education for All in terms of gender parity and@nrent in primary education. However, the
Constitution of Bangladesh does not state Educa®m fundamental right and it has no
legislative obligation to fulfill its citizen’s deamd of education. The Dhaka declaration of the
South Asia EFA Ministerial Meeting held on Decemld&r, 2009 decided to ‘enforce the
right to education for all effectively, if neededraugh amendment or fresh legislation to
make it justifiable’. One year after this meetiaggrommendable step by the government was
the approval of the National Education Policy (NEP10* But ‘right to education’ was not
exactly reflected in the NEP. Besides it was mewmtb in the NEP that ‘Steps will be
undertaken in the light of this Education Policydaaking into account all laws regulations
and policies, directives related to education tonidate a new coordinated Education law
and to ensure its proper implementation.” The govent too, has constituted a Committee
for this purpose. But considering limited resourdgangladesh may not be in a position to
ensure “Right to Education”. Therefore, it is exgecthat the Committee will consider
ensuring ‘Right to Primary Education’ instead ofigRt to Education’. The NEP 2010 has
also extended the length of compulsory educatiomfgrade V to grade VIII. This is indeed
a bold step but the Compulsory Primary Educatioh 90 need to amended to realize this
vision.

However problems as mistreatment of children byhees , fellow students and the
frequent cases of bullying and sexual harassmantigcplarly of girls at school and on the
way to school; the lack of separate sanitationlifees for girls and boys; the extremely
low rate of primary school completion, and the vieny enrolment in secondary school;
the inadequate facilities for vocational educatma training, including for children who
drops out of school before completion; the lack cobrdination and equivalencies
between the formal and non-formal educational @ognes and low budgetary
allocation for education are remaining concerns.

Recommendation

* GoB should formulate Integrated Education Act by 2@3 under which Right to
Primary Education will be ensured and amend the Corpulsory Primary
Education Act 1990

7. Disaster and Climate Change — Children during emergncy: The National Children
Policy 2011° and National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA)are two
commendable policy documents that have addressedtel change adaptation and disaster
risk reduction for children. Besides the governmtagt incorporated immediate and urgent
adaptation projects identified in the NAPA in thargladesh Climate Change Strategy and
Action Plan. But to date there is no effective nstbm to track the number of child
casualties. This is a major lacking in the data agament system — the existing system
counts only total casualty (men and women). Theisilin of Food and Disaster Management
(MoFDM) should include one or two indicators sepalsafor children while tracking down

18 http://www.moedu.gov.bd/index.php?option=com_doe&task=doc_download&gid=1178&Itemid=
19 http://www.mowca.gov.bd/?page_id=36

20 http://www.undp.org.bd/info/pub/NAPA_English.pdf

8|Page



the number of casualties affected by disaster ionaté change. This will help the child
rights/welfare organizations to come up with in@riion methodology and allocate
necessary resources. MOWCA and child protectiorinpes such as UN agencies, civil
society and NGOs has agreed to establish ChilceBtioh Clustet* network at national, sub-
national/local level tosupport harmonized, concerted and timely capacitesrepare,
respond to the protection needs of children dumadural disaster and emergerféyBut no
effective step has been taken so far to initiatepfocess. Climate change would potentially
impact Coastal belt schools and its WASH facilitipstentially inundate school approach
road, food security of care giver of children. Asesult, education will be interrupted in
those areas for children. This cluster can be mted within the existing committees and
standing committees at Upazila and Uninon level.

Recommendation:

» Child Protection Cluster must be established in 64listricts and 460 Upazilas by
2014 with the capacity to track down children casuiéies and meet the protection
needs of children during natural disaster and emergncies.

8. State of Child Participation: Child participation is one of the principles of €hRights
Convention and way to ensure Child Rights GoveraandBangladesh. The government has
recently opened children's gallery at the natigraaliament that has created an opportunity
for children under the age of 12 to be presenthatgarliament during the sessions. The
children organisations have also taken initiativesreate a common platform where children
can raise their voice and thus enable themselveslaion their own rights. CRGA in
Bangladesh has ensured Child Participation thragld focused and child led organizations
like Ichchey Media Group (IMG), Child Brigade (CBEhild Parliament (CP), Child
Protection Movement (CPM), Child Club (CC) and Natl Children Task Force (NCTF))
as the member of platform. Nevertheless, concethaisthe right to be heard needs further
development and is concerned at the few opporamthat the family in particular provides
for voicing a child’'s own opinion and for participgen in family, school, and community
decision-making.

Recommendation:

* Facilitate and ensure the implementation of the rigt of the child to be heard in
accordance with article 12 of CRC and promote chilcen’s participation at all
levels of state, family, school and community creatg formal and informal
spaces.

9. National Budget and Invest in Children: Although gender budget has been introduced,
no step has been taken to identify the total aliondor children. There are seven ministries
i.e. Ministry of Primary and Mass Education (MoPMBJinistry of Education (MoE),
Ministry of Health Family Welfare (MoHFW), Ministryof Women and Child Affairs
(MoWCA), Ministry of Social Welfare (MoSW), Minisgrof Youth and Sports (MoYS),
Ministry of Labour and Employment (MoLE) engageddhild centric activities. Among
these ministries, MOWCA is a weaker one in termpmiect implementation - till March
2012, MoWCA spent only BDT 9600.12 lacs againstltot disbursement of BDT 10539.99
lacs (GoB BDT 3199.39 lacs and Project aid BDT 78@0acs) which is only 52.01 % of the

2 http://www.unicef.org/eapro/bangladesh_compildé_fiew.pdf

%2 MoWCA 2010: Children and Disaster Risk ReductiBackground Paper by Bangladesh, presented at High
Level Meeting on International Cooperation for @ights (ICCR) in the Asia Pacific Region (BeijiNgv.
2010)
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total allocatiof® (BDT 18459.00 lacs was allocated in FY 2011-12the revised ADP
against 23 projects.). Among those 23 projectsctlipeojects for children were only 6 (2
projects implemented by MoWCA, 1 implemented by ebiorate of Women and 3
implemented by Bangladesh Shishu Academy). Trhssfigs the need for enhancing the
capacity of MOWCA in developing and implementingildten focused projects. Weak
monitoring and accountability mechanism for budgetxpenditure at different levels of the
administration is a serious concern. Extendingsbeial safety-net scheme for children by
piloting a contributory savings scheme for workefgldren may be an option. Such scheme
should be aligned with the existing technical andational training programmes which can
help them emerge as small entrepreneurs and brealkcyicle of “labourer” in future.
Encouraging the private sector to invest in childbyy extending the scope of Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) programmes is alsordbte.

Recommendation:

* Ensure that the development of the national budgaises a child rights approach,
including the use of indicators, and a tracking syem that make spending on
children visible throughout the budget

2 http://www.mowca.gov.bd/?p=853
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Annex 1

Member Organizations of CRGA

CRGA is the first platform that comprises of adadtwell as children and youth to increase
and improve the participation of children, in peutar for national level monitoring and
advocacy interventions.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

AIN O SALISH KENDRA (ASK)

ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (ACD)

ANTAR- SOCIETY FOR DEVELOPMENT

BANGLADESH NATIONAL WOMEN LAWYER'SASSOCIATION (BNWLA)
BANGLADESH PROTIBONDHI FOUNDATION (BPF)

BANGLADESH INSTITUTE OF THEATER ARTS (BITA)

BREAKING THE SILENCE (BTS)

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION DEVELOPMENT (CPD)

CENTRE FOR SERVICES AND INFORMATION ON DISABILITY (CSID)
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE FOR SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT (DISA)
INCIDIN BANGLADESH

NARI M AITREE

SOCIETY FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED FAMILIES (SUF)

SOLIDARITY

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME (SEEP)
UDDIPAN- UNITED DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES FOR PROGRAMMED ACTION

UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILDREN 'S EDUCATION PROGRAMS (UCEP) , BANGLADESH
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Annex 2

BANGLADESH: Ratification of International Human Rig hts Treaties and Conventions

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide 1948

Acceded on 5 Oct 1998

International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination 1966

Acceded on 11 Jun 1979

International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights 1966

Acceded on 5 Oct 1998

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rigli966

Acceded on 6 Sept 2000

Two Optional Protocols to the International Coveram
Civil and Political Rights 1966

International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 1973

Acceded on 5 Feb 1985

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women 1979

Acceded on 6 Nov 1984~

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimioat
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1999

Ratified on 6 Sep 2000

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuorar
Degrading Treatment or Punishment 1984

nAcceded on 5 Oct 1998

Optional Protocol to the Convention against Tortamd
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment 2002

Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989

Ratifoed3 Aug 19908*

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rightthe
Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitutiama
Child Pornography 2000

Ratified on 6 Sept 2000

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rightthe
Child on the Involvement of Children in armed castfl
2000

Ratified on 6 Sept 2000

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rightthe
Child on a communications procedure 2011

International Convention on the Protection of thghfts
of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Famdlie

Ratified on 24 Aug 2011

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaletiti
2006

Ratified on 30 Nov 2007

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights o
Persons with Disabilities 2006

Acceded on 12 May 2008

International Convention for the Protection of All

Persons from Enforced Disappearance 2006

Source: www.ohchr.org
*kept reservations

12| Page




Annex 3

Violence against Children (January - July 2012)

Physical torture 220 180 400
Rape 3 - 3
Killing - - -
(not mentioned the type of torture)

Killing after physical torture 56 76 132
Trafficking 6 - 6
Missing 6 1 7
Death after abortion - - -
Mysterious death 6 4 10
Pregnant after rape - - -
Suicide 4 - 4
Killing after rape - - -
Sex abuse 4 - 4

Death of pregnant girl after rape - - -
Unnatural death - - -
Acid burn - - -
Murder - 2 2
Forced CDW - - -
Kidnap 23 19 42
1
1
4

Early Marriage 1

Road Accident 1
Arrested - 4

Annex 3.1

Stalking (January -December, 2011)

Victim of Stalking 12-18 | 59 59
Suicide 12-18 26 - 26
Staking in Different Way (MMS, video chatting, vije | 12-18 33 - 33

Source: Data generated from news paper reportsRrothom Alo, Bhorer Kagoj, Sangbad,
Ittefaq, Janakantha, Jugantor, Ingilab, Dinkal, gdabazar, Daily Star, New Age, Sangram
and Samakal.
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Annex 4

Violence against Child Domestic Worker (January 209 - July 2012)

Physical torture 64 32 13 109 86
Rape 6 7 7 20 11
Killing (not mentioned the type 7 18 6 31 11
of torture)

Killing after physical torture 1 11 13 1 26 18
Trafficking

Missing 7 16 2 25 8
Death after abortion 1 1 1
Mysterious death 9 16 14 39 22
Pregnant after rape 1 8 2 11 2
Suicide 3 40 27 70 19
Killing after rape 1 8 2 11 10
Sex abuse 7 16 2 25 3
Death of pregnant girl after rape 1 1 1
Unnatural death 1 2 4 6 13 13
Acid burn 1 8 2 11 11
Murder 1 1

Forced CDW 1 1 1

Source: Data generated from news paper reportsRrothom Alo, Bhorer Kagoj, Sangbad,
Ittefaq, Janakantha, Jugantor, Ingilab, Dinkal, gdabazar, Daily Star, New Age, Sangram
and Samakal.

Contact Person:Ms Gita Chakraborty, Senior Deputy Director, ChiRights Unit, Ain o
Salish Kendra, 7/17, Block-B, Lalmatia, Dhaka-12@&ngladesh. Tel: 880-2-8126134,
8126137, 8126047, Mobile: 880-1712774065, Fax: 38126045, E-mailcru@askbd.org
ask@citechco.net

14| Page



