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1. [bookmark: _Toc330221829]INTRODUCTION
1.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221830]Stigmatisation and Profiling of Rastafari

1. Rastafari is a religious and spiritual belief system which started in Jamaica in 1930, and subsequently came to Barbados in the 1970’s.  This movement maintains that His Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie the First is God incarnate and Ethiopia as the Promised Land.  In the 2000 census, 1.1% of the Barbadian population was identified as Rastafarians.  However, in 2012, there continues to be no legal recognition of Rastafari as a legitimate form of religious expression, with several State institutions including law enforcement, immigration, education and health care allegedly committing acts of discrimination against Rastafarians in their pursuit for economical, social, educational and cultural development.  One of the tenets of Rastafari is respect for life (both human and animal) and this right has been violated too often against the Rastafarian community.
2. The constitution of Barbados recognizes freedom of religion for all citizens, yet the government still impinges on the Rastafarian community’s ability to fully exercise this right.  This report documents some of the most hostile acts associated with negative stereotyping and violence generally against Afro-Barbadians and more specifically Rastafarians.   I’Akobi Maloney, a young and intellectually gifted member of the Rastafarian community, tragically lost his life as a result of these same negative preconceptions associated with racial and/or ethnic profiling, which is becoming a worrying trend in the country.
1.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221831]I’Akobi Maloney Case

3. I’Akobi Maloney tragically and suddenly lost his life on a remote and deserted section of the Northern coastline of Barbados, after a brief encounter with several members of the Royal Barbados Police Force.  At the coroner’s inquest in the death of the 23 year old Rastafarian youth, it was clear that the course of natural justice was arbitrarily averted with a series of delaying tactics and misinformation, which resulted in the demoralizing verdict of misadventure at the enquiry’s conclusion.  Prior to the arrival of members from the Royal Barbados Police Force, neither the element of risk, mishap or misadventure can be attributed to I’Akobi Maloney’s familiar presence at Landlock, St. Lucy on June 17, 2008. As a law  abiding citizen of Barbados, I’Akobi Maloney did not infringe on any law, statute or ordinance and was within his rights to engage in habitual solitude, recreation and rest at the seashore; a pastime he was known for frequently undertaking.
 
4. The actions of the Royal Barbados Police Force on this tragic day are fraught with errors and inconsistencies. Their presence at the spot at that specific time was not part of a routine patrol or a random visit.  In fact, it was in response to a false report of drug activities on the scene; a report based on the discriminatory practice of profiling.  
The coroner surmised that I’Akobi Maloney did not commit suicide, yet still expressed the opinion that based on some fearful reaction to members of the Royal Barbados Police Force, he did of his very own volition pursue the course and succeeded to dispose of his physical body by ejecting from a perilous cliff, with fatal consequence. This action can only be characterized as suicide; a position we vehemently deny.
1.3. [bookmark: _Toc330221832]The Justice Committee
5. The Justice Committee was established on June 30, 2008 with the mandate to promote, protect and defend the Ras Tacuma case.  The Justice Committee actively seeks to (1) vindicate I’Akobi Maloney’s character as related to drug dealing; (2) to see the alleged perpetrator(s) brought to justice; (3) to hold the Police accountable for the loss of this valuable human life; (4) to eliminate the unjust profiling and harassment of Rastafari and (5) to set a precedent for Police to respect the rights, freedoms and liberties of Rastafari just like other citizens of Barbados.  The Justice Committee is made up primarily of youth members (20 – 35 years) but has elder members who guide and advise on all activities.
2. [bookmark: _Toc330221833]CURRENT CONCERNS
6. At the Sir Winston Scott Memorial Lecture delivered in Barbados by former Secretary General of Amnesty International, Dr. Irene Khan noted that “there are a number of people here who clearly feel that the police behaviour is more than something to be desired.” The I'Akobi Maloney case is not an isolated case of police brutality in Barbados.  There have been a number of cases of injury and death while in police custody, without adequate explanation.  The following table cites some of the recent cases of alleged police brutality:











	
NAME
	
DATE
	
AGE
	
INJURY
	
STATUS
	
DETAILS

	I’Akobi Maloney
	June 17, 2008
	23
	
	DEATH
	Allegedly jumped from a cliff. Witnesses say that he sat at the beach to eat not knowing that where he sat was under Police surveillance for suspected drug importers. Police arrested him and took him to the cliff where he met his death.   

	Rueben Gilkes
	May 7, 2012
	49
	Hung
	Instant Death
	Rueben Gilkes was found hanging in a cell at the District E Police Station. 

	Jamar Andre Maynard
	April 12, 2012
	27
	Gunshot
	Death
	Shot by Police who were on patrol in the city.

	Curtis Callendar
	December 02, 2011
	30
	Alleged Aneurysm
	Death in Police Custody
	Died at the Oistins Police Station. He was assisting with investigations when he allegedly collapsed and died. Allegedly, his neck and mouth were swollen and he had bruises on his arm.

	Paul Everton Wilson
	June 16, 2010
	20
	Gunshots
	Police brutality
	Wilson complained that he was beaten by three policemen during a visit to his friend’s house.

	Hugh Springer
	June 9, 2009
	55
	Gunshots to the head
	Instant Death
	Hugh Springer, an innocent bystander, was shot by police after disembarking from a public transportation vehicle.

	Shawn Sealy
	July 27, 2011

	35
	Shot and killed
	Instant Death
	Mentally challenged man was shot after being wanted for questioning



2.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221834]Failure to Provide Security

7. Due to their discriminatory practices, the state contributes to feelings of tension and insecurity amongst its citizens, particularly those from marginalized groups.  In addition to living with normal day to day concerns, one now has to be mindful of possible police harassment while en route to a destination. There have been an alarming number of incidents, where people who have been going about their business have been interrogated and have had their civil liberties violated because they were deemed by the police to have been behaving in a ‘suspicious manner’.
2.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221835]Excessive use of Force and Impunity
8. With great power should come great responsibility; however the axis of power is now disparagingly maligned against the interest of the masses and more closely oriented with a privileged few.
2.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221836]Inadequate Investigations
9. In addition to the Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR) within the Royal Barbados Police Force (RBPF), there exists an external body that deals with complaints made against members of the RBPF. The Police Complaints Authority (PCA) is an independent government agency under the direction of the Attorney General, whose duties are to investigate cases in which police officers or constables have injured or killed a person, or other similar cases that have been directed to it by the Commissioner of Police (Barbados Police Complaints Authority Act, 7 (1)).  The PCA consists of 5 members: 2 appointed by the Governor General on the advice of the Prime Minister; 1 appointed by the Governor General on his own discretion; 1 former Gazetted Police Officer; and the Head of the Civil Service (Barbados Police Complaints Authority Act, Schedule, 1).  The PCA directs its completed reports to the Commissioner of Police, or, in cases of criminal offences, to the Director of Public Prosecutions (Barbados Police Complaints Authority Act, 10).
Legislation establishing the PCA was passed in 2004 but this body has not yet convened and up to recent reports the Chairman and members of the Authority had not yet received their instructions.
2.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221837]Failure to ensure Police Accountability & Transparency
10. Though there have been many attempts to uncover the misconduct of certain officers in the police force, this has been unsuccessful to date. The PCA, a body developed to resolve such issues of police misconduct, has failed at implementing and/or aggressively adopting any of its punitive polices with which it is empowered. 
11. Over the past four years, public confidence in the Police has severely waned.  This may be due to several reasons; however one major cause, as it relates to the Rastafarian community, is the continued ill-treatment of its members.  Furthermore, a lack of accountability within the Police Force, coupled with a lack of transparency inhibits adequate investigation and legal recourse.
2.2.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221838]Collusion of Police Witnesses
12. The passive collusion of medical authorities, attorneys and the Judiciary became evident in a number of enquiries; an indication of the rapid decline in human rights and social equality for all in Barbados.
2.2.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221839]Independent Investigations and Autopsies
13. There has been little to no advancement in the process of conducting independent or unbiased investigations in matters concerning citizens wronged by officers acting on behalf of the state.
3. [bookmark: _Toc330221840]RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221841]Reform of Police Force
14. Police officers who are under investigation in cases of alleged brutality should not be responsible for conducting those investigations.  We suggest that in cases where persons have died whilst in police custody, an independent autopsy should be mandatory. Police Officers who are found guilty of criminal charges should also face appropriate punitive sanctions.

3.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221842]Reform of the Justice System
15. The State should acknowledge and recognize that there are particularly severe problems of religious prejudice and intolerance experienced by many Rastafarians.  As a party to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and bound by the Constitution of Barbados, the Government should actively seek to implement policies and measures that are designed to prevent and eliminate such discrimination on the basis of religious and spiritual belief.
3.3. [bookmark: _Toc330221843]Co-ordination of Social Interventions
16. The Justice Committee promotes dialogue and partnerships to bring about reconciliation, healing and harmony within the Barbadian society.  The Justice Committee actively engages primarily with inner-city communities to develop human rights education initiatives such as documentary screenings and video interviews.  
3.4. [bookmark: _Toc330221844]Protection of Human Rights
3.4.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221845]General Human Rights Training for the Police Force
17. We suggest that part of the curriculum for trainee Police Officers should focus on human rights.  The Regional Police Training School is located in Barbados and it will be effective to disseminate human rights standards if the training could be extended to persons across the Eastern Caribbean.
18. Members of the Royal Barbados Police Force should receive at least one module of human rights training that is directly applicable to the Caribbean context.  A learning outcome of this human rights training should guarantee that the rights of Rastafarians are protected in practice.  This action would eventually mitigate the fear and mistrust between Police officers and Rastafarians and vice versa. 
19. Rastafarians will be able to enjoy their own culture, profess and practice their own religion, in private and in public, freely and without interference, and to participate effectively in the cultural, social, economical and political life of the country in which we call home.
20. A properly trained Police Force should also protect Rastafarians from any form of crime - racism, religious discrimination, xenophobia and related acts of religious intolerance they may be subjected to.
3.4.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221846]Human Rights Standards in the Use of Force, Firearms and Interrogations
21. Most complaints against the Police Force alleged unprofessional conduct, beatings and assaults. Police occasionally were accused of beating suspects to obtain confessions, and suspects often recanted their confessions during their trial. In many cases the only evidence against the accused was a confession. The State of Barbados has not honoured the recommendations that were made since 1994 for video tapping of interrogations.
4. [bookmark: _Toc330221847]OBSTACLES TO REFORM
4.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221848]Natural Resistance to Change

22. On 28th & 29th June 2011, the Commonwealth Secretariat in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs held a regional two day meeting with human rights stakeholders in the countries that were reviewed under the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the UN Human Rights Commission.  At that meeting, the Barbados delegation agreed that the number one priority was the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution (NHRI), which would include civil society.  It was unanimously recommended that there be a Barbados Human Rights Advisory Committee, comprising the members of the delegation, to oversee the establishment of the NHRI.  To date, there has been no change and not even one meeting has convened to discuss human rights. Furthermore, the Government is already in the process of expanding the role of the Ombudsman to incorporate the NHRC under that office.
4.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221849]Political Division
23. Human Rights reforms require bipartisan political support in the legislative bodies of the country.  In the case of I’Akobi Maloney’s death, the former Leader of the Opposition, Hon. Mia Mottley, and former Opposition Member of Parliament, Hon. Hamilton Lashley, supported the Justice Committee’s petition for an independent inquiry, and have raised the point in Parliament on numerous occasions.  However, the political divide across the adversarial House of Parliament apparently left the Government in the position of debating the necessity of an independent inquiry, rather than implementing it.
5. [bookmark: _Toc330221850]CONCLUSIONS
24. The international human rights organizations, such as Amnesty International and the United Nations Commission on Human Rights need to conduct a thorough investigation into the alleged cases of police brutality and murder in Barbados. There are far too many cases of the Royal Barbados Police Force being accused of and perceived as violating the human rights of Barbadians without accountability. 
25.  An independent investigating body needs to be established which should comprise a cross section of persons in this society to have a clear, impartial and transparent investigation. Every human being has the equal right to life, regardless of class, race and/or religious belief. The unfortunate and tragic death of I’Akobi Maloney remains as a beacon uniting and inspiring the members of the Rastafari community of Barbados, young and old.  If the international community is a reality and not an illusion, and if international justice is conceivable and not a fleeting fantasy then it is possible to affirm the spirit of International morality and obtain the final victory of justice in the name of I’Akobi Tacuma Hembadoon Maloney.   
6. [bookmark: _Toc330221851]ENDNOTES & APPENDICES
6.1. [bookmark: _Toc330221852]Coroner’s Report
Please see attached Coroner’s Report
6.2. [bookmark: _Toc330221853]BANGO UPR Submission

BANGO Submissions by NGOs for Universal Periodic Review UN Human Rights Committee: Human Rights Violations in Barbados (August, 2008)

	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	I’Akobi Tacuma Maloney
	Allegedly jumped from a cliff. Witnesses say that he sat at the beach to eat not knowing that where he sat was under Police surveillance for suspected drug importers. Police arrested him and took him to the cliff where he met his death.

	DOB/Age
	23 years
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	June 17, 2008
	

	TYPE
	Physical
	

	STATUS
	Instant Death
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Michael Richard Davis
	Allegedly shot 7 times by Police after a raid into a house occupied by Davis and a family.

	DOB/Age
	20 years
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	2007-04-07
	

	TYPE
	Gunshots
	

	STATUS
	Instant Death
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Kevin Ellis
	Shot in the chest by the Police after they saw him riding a bicycle along Hastings Road, Christ Church and confronted him. According to police reports, he was carrying a black bag and when stopped by the police he resisted a search and allegedly drew a gun, which turned out to be an imitation.

	DOB/Age
	49 years
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	October 11, 2006
	

	TYPE
	Gunshot
	

	STATUS
	Instant Death
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Kim Joseph
	Shot in the head by a Royal Barbados Police Force officer

	DOB/Age
	17 yrs
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	1999
	

	TYPE
	Gunshot
	

	STATUS
	Still coping with injuries
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Steffan Griffith
	Wrongfully shot by police (when unarmed) in the back of the head because he did not stop for police while on his bicycle at night. . His mother Janice Griffith, a 41-year-old worker with the Sanitation Service Authority, said a neurosurgeon who examined her son at the hospital said in addition to a fracture and a bullet lodged at the back of the head, there were also metal fragments in his brain

	DOB/Age
	26 yrs
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	Jan 2007
	

	TYPE
	Gunshot
	

	STATUS
	lives with fragments of a bullet in his brain
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Glenroy Brathwaite
	Glenroy Brathwaite was arrested by Barbados Police for… what? Glenroy’s sister said he had been roughed up by the police and left lying on the floor in his own blood, urine and faeces. No charges were laid against Glenroy, and less than 24 hours after being released from police custody, his cold and bruised body was lying in the hospital morgue. It looks like Glenroy Brathwaite was beaten while in the custody of police - and beaten so badly that he died later in the day

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	Dec 2006
	

	TYPE
	Beaten
	

	STATUS
	Dead
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	David Freeman
	Police spokesman confirmed that Freeman had been picked up for questioning, but said he was interviewed and allowed to leave the station. David’s mother, Audrey Freeman, said when she contacted the police several hours after he was picked up, she was told he was at the station; but after making her way home from work about midnight she was confronted by the Police saying they were still looking for her son

	DOB/Age
	20 yrs
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	PRESS REPORT, MAY 14, 1989
	

	TYPE
	Disappeared from Police Custody
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Grantley Farmer
	Police have shot and killed a man who they say attacked them while they were executing a search and arrest warrant. The Police did not say how the 20-year-old youth had attacked them nor for what he was being sought. None of the policemen in the squad was injured

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	
	

	TYPE
	Gunshot
	

	STATUS
	Dead
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Anthony Robinson
	He was picked up for questioning on September 27th. and died the following day. A medical report itemized 14 different injuries to Robinson’s body, including dark, red abrasions on the back, lacerations above the left ear; abrasions above the eyebrow; contusions of the scalp; contusions of the intercostals muscles on the right, lower chest wall; and a ruptured liver.

	DOB/Age
	26 yrs
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	1990-09-28
	

	TYPE
	Beaten
	

	STATUS
	Dead
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	PRESS REPORT OCTOBER 28, 1991
	Residents of 3rd. Avenue, Harris Gap, are crying foul against the Police. They claim they are victims of harrassment and that the situation worsened on Saturday night when a youngster from the area was beaten by Police with a dog hunter.
The youth was forced to visit the doctor yesterday morning after a beating which he claims was inflicted by a policeman in civilian clothes. He suffered cuts to the back from the alleged beating.
The 18-yer-old labourer said he was sitting in the district when the Police arrived and started asking questions about another person from the area.
When he could not provide any information one of the men beat him with the dog-hunter while the others watched.
An elderly woman accused the police of harassing the youngsters in the area for no reason at all.

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	
	

	TYPE
	Police beating
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	PRESS REPORT OCTOBER 4, 1999
	An 18-year-old man died in the wee hours of yesterday morning, while in Police custody. Police had arrested the youngster in the city along with another man.
A Police statement said sometime after 11:00 p.m, the deceased complained that he had difficulty breathing and was gasping for air. He was taken to hospital where he died. His family says the young man, who had a history of asthma, had not had an attack since 1986 when he was five years old and expressed doubts that he had died of such an attack.

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	
	

	TYPE
	
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	UNDATED PRESS REPORT 
RESIDENTS ANGRY OVER SHOOTING DEATH
	Sunday night’s shooting death of a city man by Police has angered residents of his community who believe he was unfaired. Scores of residents, including relatives, gathered in the dead man’s village and voiced frustration over a system they believe has continued to fail them.
The residents strongly refute Police claims that the man was armed with a gun when he was shot. One resident said for as long as he’s known the deceased he’s never seen him with a gun. A police spokesman says an investigation has been launched into the death.

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	
	

	TYPE
	Gunshot
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	PRESS REPORT: MAY 10TH. 1998
POLICE, YOUTHS AT ODDS AFTER DRUG RAID
	Tension escalated between Policemen and young men in an urban district after a 20-year-old man claimed he was shot and manhandled by the Police. The youngster says he was shot in the arm during a drug raid, and treated scruffily. 
The Police commissioner the matter is under investigation by a senior officer. The incident is the second major confrontation between Policemen and youths in the area.
 Earlier in the year two youths were rushed to hospital in an unconscious state after allegedly being held in choke holds during a police raid.

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	
	

	TYPE
	
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Shaka Jamo Selassie 1
	allegedly shot in the arm by police in the early hours of Saturday morning. The man, who calls himself, does general work for one of the shops in an area of the city known as the Yard.
He said he was in The Yard helping to chop some wood for a coal pot when he was approached by a group of armed police officers. When he saw one of them reach for a gun, he ran and was chased and shot.
Shaka further claims the policemen beat him with coconut shells and took him to the central station where he was beaten again, and then took him to the hospital. When contacted a Police spokesman said no one was available for comment.

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	PRESS REPORT: FEBRUARY 24, 1991
	

	TYPE
	
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	The Reeves family
	The Reeves family is appealing to Police authorities to put an end to the agony they’ve been suffering at their hands. The family claims Police have broken into their five times without showing a warrant and wreaked havoc.
In the most recent incident, yesterday, Karen Reeves claims the Police destroyed household articles. When a press team visited the Reeves’ home yesterday the floor was littered with broken glass; there was an overturned chair and a television was lying face down with broken wires strewn all over the floor.
When contacted a police spokesman said he had not yet contacted, the Sargeant who led the operation and could offer no comment.

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	PRESS REPORT:  AUGUST 10TH. 1991:
FAMILY WANTS EASE FROM POLICE
	

	TYPE
	
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	
	It’s been 14 years since Ave Lewis last saw her husband. Six months after their wedding, Bertram Lewis disappeared. It was January4, 1983, and the Police had just picked up the then 30-year-old Electrician for loitering.
Mrs. Lewis remembers the January morning when 18 Policemen swarmed her house and snatched her husband from his bed. She went to the Police station that same day with a lawyer, but was not permitted to see her husband. She said they were told investigations were continuing. A few days later two Policemen came to her house and told her Bertram had run away.

	DOB/Age
	Bertram Lewis
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	PRESS REPORT:  JUNE 11, 1998
WHERE’S MY HUSBAND
	

	TYPE
	
	

	STATUS
	
	



	
	
	DETAILS

	NAME
	Nicholas Prescod
	One minute Nicholas Prescod was riding along, and the next he was on the ground writhing in pain, with Policemen all over him. The 18-year-old said he was riding with his grand mother’s laundry when he noticed a police car traveling behind him. He said the policemen drove up to him and told him to stop.
While he was doing so, they pulled the car on him, knocking him to the ground. Prescod said his right hand and foot were injured when he fell, and the bicycle wheel badly damaged. He said while he was on the ground the policemen jumped from the car and grabbed his bag with the laundry and told him they were looking for drugs.
A senior Police officer said he was unaware of the incident and could not comment.

	DOB/Age
	
	

	INJURY
	

	DATE
	PRESS REPORT:  JUNE 11, 1998:  YOUTH KNOCKED DOWN BY POLICE
	

	TYPE
	
	

	STATUS
	
	



6.3. [bookmark: _Toc330221854]Newspaper Reports
[bookmark: _Toc330221855]Man dies after police shooting
Nation Newspaper – Thu, April 05, 2012
http://www.nationnews.com/index.php/articles/view/man-dead-after-police-shooting/


THE MAN shot and killed by Police Tuesday night was involved in an attempt to rob a woman walking along Cheapside in The City, Police reported.
Police sources told the WEEKEND NATION that Jamar Andre Maynard, 27, of Denton Road, Grazettes, St Michael, was one of two men dressed in black and carrying a firearm when the incident occurred around 11 p.m.
The woman was texting on her cellphone when the two emerged from Literary Row Road, the source said.
“Two plainclothes detectives who were on foot patrol kept the suspects under surveillance; and when approached one of the two men opened fire on the police,” the source said.

[bookmark: _Toc330221856]Who will guard the guards
Ricky Jordan | Sun, May 13, 2012
http://www.nationnews.com/articles/view/on-reflection-who-will-guard-the-guards/

SOME OF OUR sons are dying. Who will guard the guards?Not only are they dying at the hands of each other, but in police custody.
Isn’t it alarming that, in such a small country, in the last year we have had no fewer than three such instances of relatively young men dying in police custody or in some other manner involving the police?
A few nights ago a man in police custody was found hanging ten minutes after being placed in a cell; and just over a month ago 27-year-old Jamar Maynard was shot by a police officer and died hours later.
The horror of the issue was particular glaring last Wednesday when Jamar’s mother joined her attorney and human rights activist David Comissiong in begging the public for any assistance possible in solving the mystery of her son’s death on April 3.
While our numbers are not as shocking as those in the United States, where attacks by white officers on black men are rampant, or in some of our Caribbean neighbours like Jamaica and Trinidad, it must by now be an absolute source of frustration that instances of death involving local police officers continue to be investigated by the police themselves.
In this, the 21st century, when Barbados is seeking to bring nearly all aspects of national life, including trade regulations, employment rights and general governance up to international and transparent standards, Barbadians are being made to feel as though any attempt to have our law enforcement officers investigated by anyone other than themselves is, to say the least, laughable.
Coroners’ inquests are great, and we have seen laudable results from some, including the Arch Cot case which ended last December, but in matters where the police themselves are involved in the death of individuals, is it unreasonable to ask for a second opinion, a neutral probe into such a delicate area that is fraught with opportunities for corruption in this tiny jurisdiction?
Furthermore, while coroners’ inquests automatically follow such deaths and therefore satisfy the public with apparent transparency, there have been no resulting verdicts recorded where any officer in question has been made to face a judge and jury of his peers.
In fact, the closest Barbados came to such a decision was in 1986 when Coroner Theodore Walcott left Barbadians aghast with his ruling that Sergeant Anderson Bowen had murdered wanted man Grantley Farmer of Jericho, St George. The matter was ultimately dismissed by Director of Public Prosecutions Cecil Tulloch, QC, but I’ll never forget, as a young sub-editor, the screaming all-caps headline: Murder, He Wrote.
I have nothing against the Royal Barbados Police Force, since I enjoy the acquaintance of several officers, while others are former schoolmates, and at least two basically grew up with me in my old neighbourhood of Paddock Road and its environs; but the milk of human kindness must also extend to grieving parents who believe their sons did not deserve such untimely deaths.
Furthermore, I have covered the courts as a journalist and heard corroborative evidence by two or more officers that sounded so incredibly similar that I used to wonder whether the Police Force gave out prizes for recitations. If this occurs in everyday criminal matters, imagine the impunity with which it can be done if officers are defending themselves.
And who can forget Coroner Faith Marshall-Harris’ words to two officers during the I’Akobi Maloney inquest: “It is clear to a blind man on a galloping horse that the two of you sat down and, word for word, wrote a single statement, and the problem is I don’t really have a corroboration.”
Ridiculous!
Many of us in this country have sons, but we quickly dismiss matters regarding Maloney, Maynard, Curtis Callender, Glenroy Brathwaite et al. because they did not occur in our homes. But they are right on our doorsteps!
I can’t afford to wait until something happens to me or my sons, God forbid, and then suddenly begin to understand what others have been facing for years. And while I carefully weigh my views against the mindset of most Barbadian parents that some of their criminal-minded sons are “good” and “quiet” boys who “don’t trouble nobody”, I wish to humbly join the call that investigations into these deaths by neutrally carried out.
Maybe a time will come when the eminent Caribbean Court of Justice can look into some of these cases as well.

Police their own judge, jury
Cecil McCarthy | Tue, May 15, 2012
http://www.nationnews.com/articles/view/police-their-own-judge-jury/

HISTORICALLY, LIKE SIMILAR DISCIPLINED forces elsewhere, the Police in Barbados have always been in charge of their own discipline, including the investigation of complaints from the public.  
In this regard, like most professional bodies including lawyers, they are judges in their own cause. Inevitably, this has led to significant dissatisfaction and clamours for an impartial system of adjudication of complaints.
In Barbados, the calls for an independent system of adjudication have not been as sustained as elsewhere though the cries of persons suspected of crime that they have been beaten or otherwise improperly treated by police officers are well documented in the criminal cases of this island. The significant reliance on confessions by the police has always been a source of suspicion by practitioners of criminal law and human rights activists in Barbados and by those outside of Barbados reviewing our human rights record.
By the very nature of their responsibility, the Police have been entrusted with a significant amount of power which, in some cases, has been exercised in an unfair and unreasonable manner.  The exercise of that power by the Police very often puts them in conflict with civilians and an independent Complaints Authority has been viewed as one way of monitoring the use of that power.
In 2001, the Police Complaints Authority Act was passed in the Parliament of Barbados and following a proclamation by the Governor General on May 1, 2004, it came into force establishing the Police Complaints Authority. This week and in coming weeks I will examine this important piece of legislation highlighting its major provisions and comparing it with similar legislation from other jurisdictions. This act was amended in 2006 mainly to reflect changes to the constitution and appointment of the authority.
Seven in charge
The Police Complaints Authority comprises seven persons appointed as follows:
(a) a chairman, a deputy chairman and two other persons, who shall all be appointed by the Governor General on the advice of the Minister;
(b) one person who shall be appointed by the Governor General in his absolute discretion;
(c) one person who is a former gazetted police officer of the Police Force who shall be appointed on the advice of the Police Force Association [that person cannot be a police officer and must not have been a police officer during the last five years.]
(d) the Head of Civil Service, ex officio.
Section 1(4) of the Schedule to the act prohibits certain persons from becoming members of the authority. It provides that:
“No person shall be eligible to serve as a member of the Authority if that person is or was during the last five years.
(a) a member of Parliament;
(b) a candidate for election to membership of the House of Assembly;
(c) a member of the Police Force;
(d) a member of the Defence Force;
(e) declared bankrupt and moved against by his creditors.”

The functions of the Authority are set out in Section 5 of the act.  The functions are to:
• monitor the investigation by the Police Force of any complaint with a view to ensuring that the investigation is conducted impartially;
• supervise the investigation of complaints alleging that the conduct of a police officer resulted in the death of or serious injury to some other person;
• supervise any other matter whether or not the subject of a complaint, referred to the authority by the commissioner, which in the opinion of the commissioner should be supervised because of its gravity or its exceptional circumstances;
• undertake the direct investigation of complaints where it thinks necessary; and
• review complaints where a person who is aggrieved with the disposition of his complaint or the findings of the investigation by the Police Force applies in writing to the authority for a review.

Complaints
The Commissioner is mandated by the act to establish and maintain a Complaints Office of the Police Force which shall be responsible for
(a) investigating complaints by members of the public against police officers; and
(b) submitting to the authority and the commissioner a monthly report in respect of the investigation of any complaint or matter that is being supervised by the authority.

A complaint may be made by a member of the public who is aggrieved or by his authorised agent, or where the aggrieved person has died or is otherwise unable to make a complaint, by any member of the public.
A complaint may be made in the prescribed form at (a) a police station (b) the complaints office; or the office of the authority.
Next week I shall discuss the handling of complaints.

[bookmark: _Toc330221857]Man found hanging in cell
Nation Newspaper - Wed, May 09, 2012
http://www.nationnews.com/articles/view/man-found-hanging-in-cell/ 

A St Peter man was found hanging in his cell on Monday night, according to a report from police public relations officer Inspector David Welch.
Rueben DaCosta Gilkes, 49, of Welchtown, was brought to the District E Police Station in Speightstown and formally charged with wounding. He was placed in a cell at 8: 05 p.m. that night. A check was made on him at 8:15 p.m. when he was found hanging by a piece of his shirt.
Inspector Welch says investigations have been launched into this incident.

[bookmark: _Toc330221858]Backing from the Bar
By Tim Slinger | Wed, May 16, 2012
http://www.nationnews.com/articles/view/backing-from-the-bar/

THE BARBADOS BAR ASSOCIATION is throwing its full weight behind a recent call made by attorney at law and political activist David Comissiong for foreign investigators to be brought in to probe all police killings.
President Andrew Pilgrim said yesterday such a move would augur well for transparency and eliminate doubts in relation to the present system “where the accused were investigating themselves”.
Comissiong is the legal representative of the family of Jamar Andre Maynard, who lost his life to a police bullet on the night of April 3. Maynard, 27, of Denton Road, Grazettes, St Michael, was shot in the left arm by one of two police detectives who were on foot patrol in Bridgetown when the incident occurred. Maynard died the next morning.
Three weeks ago, Comissiong wrote Commissioner of Police Darwin Dottin, as well as the Director of Public Prosecutions Charles Leacock, QC, urging the use of overseas investigators as part of a “rigorous and comprehensive” inquiry into Maynard’s death.

[bookmark: _Toc330221859]Commissioner of Police: Bad behaviour must stop
By Nicholas Cox | Fri, June 06, 2009
http://www.barbadosadvocate.com/admini/Newsview.asp?NewsID=4344

The Royal Barbados Police Force (RBPF) is on a mission to stamp out disruptive behaviour at bus terminals across the island.
To this end, Commissioner of Police, Darwin Dottin, said yesterday that a senior police officer has been mandated to come up with a strategy to address this behaviour and resources must not be an issue. The Commissioner was speaking during a media briefing at Police Headquarters to address several issues, including the accidental shooting death of civilian Hugh Springer by a police officer at the River Bus terminal on June 6th.
Dottin described the behaviour in the Nursery Drive terminal as “unacceptable” and said the situation was in need of robust policing to suppress it. “I am absolutely determined that that type of behaviour in the Nursery Drive stand must be suppressed and suppressed without delay,” he said.
The Commissioner also highlighted the poor physical conditions at the terminal, describing it as run-down and disorderly, and said this was fuelling the behaviour experienced in the bus stand. He called for improvements at the terminal over the long-term “such that it presents and ordered atmosphere and that people who come to use the facilities in that area will they themselves behave in an orderly manner”.
Dottin said that the Force did station officers in bus terminals across the island as a routine, but admitted no officer was on duty when Springer was shot. However, the Commissioner argued that police would have to find a way to deal with these situations, even thought it would be difficult to station officers at terminals around the clock because of a lack of resources and manpower. “I have to admit that the type of behaviour that we are experiencing, particularly in the Nursery Drive bus stand, requires a larger police response. But, therein lies difficulty; to take up a sizeable portion of your manpower to deal with a bus terminal, is that really what we require in Barbados?”
Dottin also outlined the circumstances surrounding the accidental shooting of Springer, and revealed that the medical cause of death had been tentatively attributed to a gunshot injury. He said that an investigation had been carried out on the officers’ firearms and said that a technical reconstruction of the scene had been conducted by the RBPF. He added that a formal Coroner’s inquiry was still to be carried out, but could not reveal the date when this would take place.
Springer was shot when two mobile units responding to a disturbance at the bus stand were involved in an altercation shortly after 7p.m. One of the officers was attacked with a sharp weapon, whereupon a weapon was discharged. Dottin explained that the officer whose weapon was accidentally fired, had been hospitalised since the incident took place, and was released three days ago. He was admitted because of elevated blood pressure, Dottin said, adding that the officer would return to work as soon as he is ready and fit to do so.

[bookmark: _Toc330221860]Twin streams of justice
Barbados Advocate – Thu, October 13, 2011
http://www.barbadosadvocate.com/newsitem.asp?more=3Dlocal&NewsID=20331 

The recently reported assertion by the learned and Honourable Attorney-General of Barbados, Mr. Adriel Brathwaite, that it is perceived by some that the Inter American Court of Human Rights [IACHR] sees itself as being above the “Barbados Constitution and the jurisdiction of the Caribbean Court of Justice [CCJ]”, this island’s highest court of appeal, offers much grist for the discussion mill of those concerned with the sovereignty of our nation and the nature of the relationship between this and the international treaties whose obligations we have voluntarily assumed.
According to Mr. Brathwaite, referring to two relatively recent decisions of the IACHR where the Court had found Barbados to be in breach of its human rights obligations to the complainant individuals, “…the court in these decisions seems to have accepted that the final determination of human rights issues under the Constitution reposed in itself. This goes against the teachings of all (Commonwealth) Caribbean-trained constitutional law attorneys…”
Having not had access to a transcript of the Attorney’s entire speech, we should be wary of commenting upon it in extenso. We do not know, for instance, whether he would have cited passages from the written decision in which such a claim might have been asserted or otherwise reasonably deduced. However, if by his reported statement, he intended to convey the impression that the IACHR was not a tribunal provided for by the Constitution for the determination of whether there has been an infringement, either threatened or actual, by the State of the guaranteed fundamental rights of the individuals, then he is, with respect, right.
According to section 24 of the Barbados Constitution, “…if any person alleges that any of the [fundamental rights provisions] is being or is likely to be contravened in relation to him… then, without prejudice to any other action with respect to the same matter which is lawfully available, that person may apply to the High Court for redress… Subsequent provisions of the same section stipulate that the High Court shall have original jurisdiction in such matters and for appeals to be made in the usual manner to the Court of Appeal and onward to the CCJ.
The IACHR, on the other hand, is not a creature of the local Constitution, but has been established by Article 64(3) of the American Human Rights Convention to have jurisdiction over “all cases concerning the interpretation and application of the provisions of [that] Convention that are submitted to it, provided that the States Parties to the case recognize or have recognized such jurisdiction …”
As we understand it, therefore, to the extent that the statal obligation under the Convention involves respect for or the non-infringement of the human rights of its citizens as delineated therein, then the IACHR is exclusively competent to determine whether there has in fact been any breach of this undertaking.
Hence, it appears to us that what was decided in the two cases was not that Barbados was in breach of its constitutional obligations so much as it might have contravened its international obligation under Article 1 of the Convention “to respect the rights and freedoms recognized herein and to ensure to all persons subject to [its] jurisdiction the free and full exercise of these rights and freedoms…” It should come as no surprise that the rights under the Convention virtually mirror those under our Constitution.
In fine, these are two different streams or sources of justice, the CCJ and the IACHR. They have but one role, nonetheless; to ensure that the fundamental human rights of the individual are observed by the State which guarantees them, either by constitutional undertaking or by international obligation.

6.4. [bookmark: _Toc330221861]Durban Declaration and Programme of Action

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/DDPA_full_text.pdf
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