J
N
{ -

nited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 60
aut Commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés

YEARS

0
(N
Ic

Excerpts of Concluding Observations and Recommend@ains from UN Treaty
Bodies and Special Procedure Reports

- Universal Periodic Review:

UNITED KINGDOM

We would like to bring your attention to the followg excerpts from UN Treaty
Monitoring Bodies’ Concluding Observations and Raotendations relating to issues of
interest and persons of concern to UNHCR with rég&o the United Kingdom.

1. Treaty Body Reports

CERD/C/GBR/C0O/18-20

COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATI ON,
79th session

14 September 2011

11. The Committee is concerned at reports of area@se in virulent attacks on, and
negative portrayal of, ethnic minorities, immigsnasylum seekers and refugees by the
media in the State party. The Committee accordinglgrets that the State party
continues to maintain its restrictive interpretatiof the provisions of article 4 of the
Convention which the Committee has determined asgl® a mandatory character in its
general recommendation No. 15 (1993) on articlé the Convention, which, inter alia,
deals with organized violence based on ethnic o(aits. 2, 4 and 6).

The Committee notes the State party’s own recognan that the rights to freedom of
expression and opinion are not absolute rights, andecommends that the State
party withdraw its interpretative declaration on article 4 in the light of the
continuing virulent statements in the media that mg adversely affect racial
harmony and increase racial discrimination in the $te party. The Committee
recommends that the State party closely monitor themedia with a view to
combating prejudices and negative stereotypes, thenchecked expression of which
may result in racial discrimination or incitement to racial hatred. The State party
should adopt all necessary measures to combat racimedia coverage and ensure
that such cases are thoroughly investigated and, whe appropriate sanctions are
imposed.

13. While noting with appreciation the coming irftwce of the Equality Act 2010, the
Committee is deeply concerned that the austeritasones adopted in response to the
current economic downturn, and the so-called “Ragerl challenge, including scrutiny
of measures envisaged under the Equality Act togrihose deemed “bureaucratic or
burdensome”, threaten to dilute or reverse theeSpatrty's achievements in the fight
against racial discrimination and inequality. Instltontext, the Committee recalls its
general recommendation No. 33 (2009) on Follow-tJthe Durban Review Conference,



and reiterates that responses to financial and omsmncrises should not lead to a
situation which would potentially give rise to ralcdiscrimination against foreigners,
immigrants and persons belonging to ethnic miresifarts. 2 and 5).

The Committee recommends that the State party shodlimplement all of the
provisions of the Equality Act and ensure that thee is no regression from the
current levels of protection. Notwithstanding the eonomic downturn, the State
party should ensure that any austerity measures doot exacerbate the problem of
racial discrimination and inequality. Impact assesmsients are necessary before
adopting such measures to ensure that they are ndifferentially targeted or
discriminatory to those vulnerable to racial discrimination.

16. The Committee expresses deep concern thatrtwsions of section 19D of the
earlier Race Relations Act of 2000, which permiblpu officials to discriminate on
grounds of nationality, ethnic and national origprpvided that it is authorized by a
Minister, have been replicated in the Equality A€10. The Committee is further
concerned at reports that a Ministerial authorimattame into force on 10 February 2011
which would allow the UK Border Agency (UKBA) todtiriminate among nationalities
in granting visas and when carrying out checksrabés and ports and points of entry of
the State party (arts. 1 and 2).

The Committee recommends that the State party remavthe exceptions based on
ethnic and national origin to the exercise of immigation functions as well as the
discretionary powers granted to the UK Border Ageng (UKBA) to discriminate at
border posts among those entering the territory othe State party.

E/C.12/GBR/CO/5
COMMITTEE ON ECOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, 42 nd Session
12 June 2009

27. The Committee is concerned about the lengthvaiting time of asylumseekers
before taking up employment until their asylum &gilons are processed, while noting
the introduction of additional voucher support ttgularly vulnerable asylum-seekers.
It is also concerned at the low level of suppord alifficult access to health care for
rejected asylum-seekers. (arts. 11 and 2)

The Committee encourages the State party to ensutbat asylum-seekers are not
restricted in their access to the labour market wHe their claims for asylum are
being processed. It also recommends that the Staparty review section 4 of the
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 on support and provsion regulating essential
services to rejected asylum-seekers, and undocumedt migrants, including the
availability of HIV/AIDS treatment, when necessary.

28. The Committee continues to be concerned thagrppand fuel poverty, especially
among children, remain widespread in the Stateypdedspite the level ofits economic
development and the positive steps it has takee. Jbmmittee is also concerned that
poverty levels vary considerably between and withegions and cities as well as
between different groups of society, with highevegry levels among ethnic minorities,



asylum-seekers and migrants, older persons, smgtkers, and persons with disabilities.
(art. 11)

The Committee urges the State party to intensify & efforts to combat poverty, fuel
poverty, and social exclusion, in particular with regard to the most disadvantaged
and marginalized individuals and groups and in themost affected regions and city
areas. It also calls upon the State party to devgbohuman rights-based poverty-
reduction programmes, taking into consideration theCommittee’s Statement on
Poverty and the International Covenant on EconomicSocial and Cultural Rights of
2001 (E/C.12/2001/10). The Committee also encouragine State party to intensify
its efforts aimed at achieving its target of reducig child poverty by half by 2010.

CRC/C/GBR/CO/4
COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, 49th Session
20 October 2008

Committee’s previous recommendations

6. The Committee, while welcoming the State pargfferts to implement the concluding
observations on previous State party’s reportsenatith regret that some of the
recommendations contained therein have not begnifiplemented, in particular:

(a) With respect to the concluding observationstlom second periodic report of the
United Kingdom (CRC/C/15/Add.188), those recommeioda related, inter alia, to
incorporation of the Convention in the State partyaw (paras. 8-9); budgetary
allocations (paras. 10-11); dissemination and am&s® of the Convention (paras. 20-21);
non-discrimination (paras. 22-23); corporal punishin(paras. 35-38); education (paras.
47-48); asylum-seekers and refugee children (p&@%0); juvenile justice (paras. 59-
62);

7. The Committee urges the State party to take alhecessary measures to address
those recommendations from the concluding observatns of the previous reports
that have not yet - or not sufficiently - been impmented as well as those contained
in the present concluding observations. In this cdext, the Committee draws the
attention of the State party to its general commenho. 5 (2003) on general measures
of implementation of the Convention on the Rights fathe Child.

Non-discrimination

24. The Committee welcomes the State party’s plansonsolidate and strengthen
equality legislation, with clear opportunities toaimstream children’s right to

nondiscrimination into the United Kingdom anti-disgination law (the forthcoming

Equality Bill). The Committee also welcomes the @ithm of action plans and the
monitoring and information collection work carriedit on the issue of discrimination.
However, the Committee is concerned that in praat&rtain groups of children, such as:
Roma and Irish Travellers’ children; migrant, asgiseeking and refugee children;
lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transgender childreBGL) and children belonging to

minority groups continue to experience discrimioatiand social stigmatization. The
Committee is also concerned at the general clim&t@atolerance and negative public
attitudes towards children, especially adolescentich appears to exist in the State



party, including in the media, and may be often thelerlying cause of further
infringements of their rights.

25. The Committee recommends that the State partynsure full protection against
discrimination on any grounds, including by:

(b) Strengthening its awareness-raising and other preveive activities against
discrimination and, if necessary, taking affirmative actions for the benefit
of vulnerable groups of children, such as Roma andrish Travellers’
children; migrant, asylum-seeking and refugee chilten; lesbian, bisexual,
gay and transgender children (LBGT); and of children belonging to
minority groups;

Best interests of the child

26. The Committee regrets that the principle oflibst interests of the child is still not
reflected as a primary consideration in all ledig& and policy matters affecting
children, especially in the area of juvenile justionmigration and freedom of movement
and peaceful assembly.

27. The Committee recommends that the State partyake all appropriate measures
to ensure that the principle of the best interest®f the child, in accordance with
article 3 of the Convention, is adequately integrad in all legislation and policies
which have an impact on children, including in thearea of criminal justice and
immigration.

Education, including vocational training and guidarce

66. The Committee notes with appreciation the nooeefforts of the State party in the
sphere of education, in order to guarantee thectbgs set out in the Convention.
However, it is concerned that significant inequedit persist with regard to school
achievement of children living with their parentseiconomic hardship. Several groups of
children have problems being enrolled in schootamtinuing or reentering education,
either in regular schools or alternative educatidaeilities, and cannot fully enjoy their
right to education, notably children with disabdg, children of Travellers, Roma
children, asylum-seeking children, dropouts and -at@ndees for different reasons
(sickness, family obligations etc.), and teenagéers.
67. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(@) Continue and strengthen its efforts to reduce he effects of the social
background of children on their achievement in schol;
(b) Invest considerable additional resources in orer to ensure the right of all
children to a truly inclusive education which ensues the full enjoyment to
children from all disadvantaged, marginalized and shool-distant groups;

Asylum-seeking and migrant children

70. The Committee welcomes the State party’s comanit to withdraw its reservation
to article 22, as well as the introduction of a nasylum procedure in March 2007
whereby all asylum applications from children aomsidered by specially trained “case
owners”, who are especially trained to intervievldren. It also welcomes the fact that
the United Kingdom Border Agency (UKBA) has engaged wide process of reform



concerning unaccompanied asylum-seeking childreharState party as well as the plan
to legislate a specific statutory child safeguagdoiuty on the UK Border Agency.
However, the Committee is concerned that:

(@) As also acknowledged recently by the Human Rigbommittee, asylum-
seeking children continue to be detained, includingse undergoing an age
assessment, who may be kept in detention for week$ the assessment is
completed;

(b) There is a lack of data on the number of ckildseeking asylum;

(c) There is no independent oversight mechanisieh) suguardianship system, for
an assessment of reception conditions for unaccoi@gahildren who have to
be returned;

(d) Section 2 of the 2004 Asylum and Immigrationt permits the prosecution of
children over the age of 10 if they do not possedsl documentation upon
entry to the United Kingdom.

71. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Intensify its efforts to ensure that detentiorof asylum-seeking and migrant
children is always used as a measure of last resoaind for the shortest
appropriate period of time, in compliance with article 37 (b) of the
Convention;

(b) Ensure that the United Kingdom Border Agency (WKBA) appoints
specially-trained staff to conduct screening interiews of children;

(c) Consider the appointment of guardians for unacempanied asylumseekers
and migrant children;

(d) Provide disaggregated statistical data in its ext report on the number of
children seeking asylum, including those whose agedisputed;

(e) Give the benefit of the doubt in age-disputedases of unaccompanied
minors seeking asylum, and seek experts’ guidancen diow to determine
age;

(f) Ensure that when the return of children occurs,this happens with adequate
safeguards, including an independent assessment thie conditions upon
return, including family environment;

(g) Consider amending section 2 of the 2004 Asylurand Immigration
(Treatment of Claimants etc.) Act to allow for a garanteed defence for
unaccompanied children who enter the United Kingdomwithout valid
immigration documents.

Sale, trafficking and abduction

75. The Committee notes with appreciation the imfation that the State party intends to
ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Actiogaast Trafficking in Human Beings.
While welcoming the adoption of the United Kingdd@mtitrafficking Action Plan, it is
concerned that the necessary resources to implatremeat not being provided, including
those needed to ensure the provision of high qusditvices and safe accommodation for
trafficked children.

76. The Committee recommends that the State party rpvide the necessary
resources for an effective implementation of the Amtrafficking Action Plan. It also
recommends that the State party ratify the Councibf Europe Convention on Action



against Trafficking in Human Beings and implement is obligations by ensuring that
child protection standards for trafficked children meet international standards.

CEDAW/C/UK/5

COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAI NST
WOMEN, 41st Session

10 July 2008

Trafficking

282. The Committee welcomes the State party’s dtatention to ratify the Council of
Europe Convention on Action against TraffickingHoman Beings by the end of 2008.
The Committee also welcomes the recent announceofient5-day period of recovery
and reflection for victims of trafficking, as wedls the granting of temporary one-year
visas. While acknowledging the measures taken byStlate party to combat trafficking
in women and children, including the adoption & 8exual Offences Act (2003) and the
Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants) A@004), the adoption of the
United Kingdom Action Plan on Tackling Human Traking, and the launching of
national multi-agency police operations (OperatRentameter | and 1), the Committee
is concerned by the continuing prevalence and éxfethis problem.

283. The Committee urges the State party to continue tdake all appropriate
measures to combat all forms of trafficking in woma and children in line with
article 6 of the Convention. In this respect, the @mmittee also urges the State party
not only to address criminal justice measures andche prosecution of traffickers but
also the protection and rehabilitation of victims & trafficking victims. The
Committee further urges the State party to ensure He provision of adequate
support services to victims, including those who donot cooperate with the
authorities, and invites the State party to give agsideration to granting victims of
trafficking indefinite leave to remain. The Committee calls upon the State party to
increase its efforts at international, regional and bilateral cooperation with
countries of origin, transit and destination in orcer to prevent trafficking, to bring
perpetrators to justice and to improve reintegration programmes to prevent
victimization.

Vulnerable groups of women

295. The Committee is concerned at the situationnmohigrant women and women

asylum-seekers, who may be subject to multiple $oaindiscrimination with respect to

education, health, employment and social and paliparticipation. It notes that asylum
on the grounds of gender-related persecution, dnetuviolence against women, is not
frequently granted. It also notes that women ire@se immigration status are not
allowed to access public funds, particularly healttte services, public housing and
social security benefits, with particularly negatisonsequences for victims of violence.
The Committee is concerned that proposals to integre-entry English-language tests
for people applying for spouse visas may discrit@nagainst certain groups of

vulnerable refugees, in particular women.



296. The Committee calls upon the State party to keep wer review and carefully
monitor the impact of its laws and policies on wonme migrants, refugees and
asylum-seekers with a view to taking remedial meases that effectively respond to
the needs of those women. In this respect, the Coriitee urges the State party to
review its “no recourse to public funds” policy to ensure the protection of and
provision of support to victims of violence. The Comittee also urges the State
party to take effective measures to eliminate disanination against immigrant and
refugee women, both in society at large and withitheir communities. It calls upon
the State party to pay specific attention to the vmerability of women asylum-
seekers while their claims are under examination ah to ensure the full
implementation of the Asylum Gender Guidelines.

CCPR/C/GBR/CO/6
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, 93rd Session
30 July 2008

12. The Committee notes with concern that until tbeent decision of the European
Court of Human Rights igaadi v. Italy, the State party was defending the position that
persons suspected of terrorism could under cedanditions be returned to countries
without the appropriate safeguards to prevent rireat prohibited by the Covenant.
Furthermore, while the State party has concludechuanber of memoranda of
understanding on deportation with assurances, thandttee notes that these do not
always in practice ensure that the affected indiaig will not be subject to treatment
contrary to article 7 of the Covenant, as acknogéedin the recent decisions of the
Court of Appeal irDD and ASv. Secretary of Sate for the Home Department and Omar
Othman (aka Abu Qatada) v. Secretary of State for the Home Department (2008). (art.7)

The State party should ensure that all individuals,including persons suspected of
terrorism, are not returned to another country if there are substantial reasons for
fearing that they would be subjected to torture orcruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. The State party should futher recognise that the more
systematic the practice of torture or cruel , inhunan or degrading treatment, the
less likely it will be that a real risk of such treatment can be avoided by diplomatic
assurances, however stringent any agreed follow-uprocedure may be. The State
party should exercise the utmost care in the use stuich assurances and adopt clear
and transparent procedures allowing review by adecate judicial mechanisms
before individuals are deported, as well as effeste means to monitor the fate of the
affected individuals.

13. The Committee notes with concern that the Statéy has allowed the use of the
British Indian Ocean Territory as a transit point & least two occasions for rendition
flights of persons to countries where they riskigesubjected to torture or ill-treatment.
(arts. 2, 7 and 14)



The State party should investigate allegations retad to transit through its territory
of rendition flights and establish an inspection sstem to ensure that its airports are
not used for such purposes.

21. The Committee remains concerned that the ptaty has continued its practice of
detaining large numbers of asylum-seekers, inctdaohildren. Furthermore, the
Committee reiterates that it considers unacceptabledetention of asylum-seekers in
prisons and is concerned that while most asylurkesseare detained in immigration
centres, a small minority of them continue to bkl ve prisons, allegedly for reasons of
security and control. It is concerned that soméuasyseekers do not have early access to
legal representation and are thus likely to be w@mawof their right to make a ball
application which is no longer automatic since #actment of the Nationality,
Immigration and Asylum Act 2002. The Committee isoaconcerned by the failure to
keep statistics on persons subject to deportatiom ave removed from Northern Ireland
to Great Britain, as well as their temporary detentn police cells. (arts. 9, 10, 12 and
24)

The State party should review its detention policywith regard to asylum-seekers,
especially children. It should take immediate and féective measures to ensure that
all asylum-seekers who are detained pending depottan are held in centres
specifically designed for that purpose, should corder alternatives to detention, and
should end the detention of asylum-seekers in prigs. It should also ensure that
asylum-seekers have full access to early and freeghl representation so that their
rights under the Covenant receive full protection.It should provide appropriate
detention facilities in Northern Ireland for persons facing deportation.

2. Special Procedures

A/HRC/14/30/Add.3

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human right of migrants, Mission to the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelan d, Jorge Bustamante

16 March 2010

73. The United Kingdom has shown genuine effortddliver a migration policy which
determines the conditions of admission, stay antbwal of non-nationals while aiming
at complying with human rights obligations. Migmatimanagement aims at contributing
to meet world security challenges and immigration asylum seeking standards and
currently focuses on the forcible return of persongregular situations, strengthening
the screening of asylum-seekers and enhancinghattenal cooperation with countries
affected by conflict as a means of reducing immigraflows. Despite progress made, in
the Special Rapporteur’s view, a number of chaksngmain and he accordingly wishes
to make the following recommendations.

75. In relation to the administrative detention ofmigrants, the Special Rapporteur
recommends that the Government:



(@) Consider the recommendations made by the Workm Group on Arbitrary
Detention in a 2009 report to the Human Rights Coucil,* particularly the call upon
States to restrict the use of detention for immigraon purposes, ensuring that it is a
measure of last resort, only permissible for the sirtest period of time and when no
less restrictive measure is available and thereforeto use and make available
alternative measures to detention both in law andhi practice;

(b) Take measures to review the implementation ofational laws applicable to the
detention of migrants to ensure that they are harmnized with international human
rights norms that prohibit arbitrary detention and inhumane treatment;

(c) Take all necessary steps to prevent cases of f@to indefinite detention and
grant to migrants in detention all judicial guarantees, including keeping them
informed of their cases’ status.

77. In relation to the protection of children in the context of migration, the Special
Rapporteur recommends that the Government:

(a) Ensure the protection of migrant children accompaned by their families
from detention and guarantee that migration laws ilude actual regulations
that realize children’s rights and needs in such ecumstances;

(b) Take all necessary steps to ensure the proscriptiolf deportation of
unaccompanied children and disputed-age cases as punishment for
irregular migration status and accordingly considerrepatriation of children
only if this is in their best interest, affording them, in any case, all judicial
guarantees;

(c) Continue to take measures to bring its legislationinto line with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and considefully implementing the
recommendations made by the Committee on the Rightsf the Child,?
including by both ensuring that the independence ofall four children’s
commissioners is not limited by their mandate and Hat the posts are
established in full compliance with the Paris Priniples and considering the
establishment of an independent oversight mechanisnfor assessing
reception conditions for unaccompanied children, inluding those who have
to be returned;

(d) Consider mainstreaming into its policies the Guideéhes on International
Protection: Child Asylum Claims under Articles 1A (2) and 1 (F) of the 1951
Convention and/or the 1967 Protocol relating to theStatus of Refugees,
adopted by UNHCR on 22 December 2009;

(e) Increase efforts to integrate migrant children andchildren from a migrant
background and their families into early childhoodand language command
programmes;

(f) Strengthen efforts to raise awareness on child prettion measures and
welfare services available to separated and unacc@anied children;

! AlHRC/10/21, para. 82.
2 CRC/CIGBR/CO/4, inter alia, paras. 16-17; 25-26; 66—-67; 70-71.
® HCR/GIP/09/08



(g) Consider regularization and naturalization alternatives for failed
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children who have beengranted
discretionary leave

a) to remain until the age of 17 and a half*

(h) Compile and share with host countries within and otside Europe good
practices in addressing the situation of unaccompaad and separated
children through a comprehensive welfare system imgding the rights to
health and education.

78. In relation to age-assessment processes in ditgd-age cases of allegedly
separated children who seek asylum, the Special Ragrteur recommends that the
Government:

(a) Elaborate statutory guidance on a holistic and mulagency approach to age
assessment to be applied in disputed cases of alldly separated children
who seek asylum; ensure that such children are abl® access formal age
assessment procedures and, accordingly, take all cessary steps to ensure
that appropriate referrals are made;

(b) Provide adequate support to social workers and othieofficials carrying out
age assessment and training on issues such as adtuand religious
sensitivity, child protection and post-traumatic treatment;

(c) Recognize the benefit of the doubt in disputed casef allegedly separated
and unaccompanied children who seek asylum and, amdlingly, apply the
principle in dubio pro infante, recognize that in dsputed-age cases the
burden of proof is on the Government and accordingl suspend the
application of UKBA asylum instruction 2.2 on age asessment, which
instructs that “the claimant should be treated as a adult if their physical
appearance/demeanour very strongly suggests that @l are significantly
over 18 years of age”;

(d) Provide specific guidance and training at ports andscreening units for the
treatment of disputed-age cases and ensure that age not assessed in
screening units or at ports but by specialized ung specifically created for
that purpose.

79. In relation to the protection and assistance ofictims of trafficking in persons,
the Special Rapporteur recommends that the Governnm:
(c) Take all necessary steps to grant specializedpport and assistance to all
victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation and forced labour, regardless of
their immigration status;
(d) Strengthen efforts to ensure that victims of tafficking and/or forced
labour have access to effective remedies, includirtige possibility of pursuing
compensation claims regardless of their immigratiorstatus;

* Changes introduced by the new asylum model indimiieg any granting of limited leave to expire when
children reach 17 and a half years. See, inter Hiaame Office, “Planning Better Outcomes and Suppor
for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children”, 200atap 41.
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80. In relation to the protection of women in the ontext of migration, the Special
Rapporteur recommends that the Government:

(a) Implement the recommendations made by the Committeen the Elimination
of Discrimination against Womer? in particular, to keep under review and
carefully monitor the impact of its laws and polices on women migrants,
refugees and asylum-seekers with a view to takingemedial measures that
effectively respond to the needs of those women;

(e) Ensure protection on the grounds of gender-relategersecution, including
violence against women and consider granting access public services,
particularly health-care services, public housing ad social security benefits
to migrant women with an insecure immigration stats who are victims of
violence;

81. In connection with the protection of refused adum-seekers and migrants in an
irregular situation, the Special Rapporteur recommads that the Government:

(a) Follow the several country-specific guidelines issd by UNHCR, in order to
avoid returning refused asylum-seekers whose appa&ahave been exhausted
to countries where they may be at high risk of humarights violations;

(b) Address the concerns expressed by the Committee &tonomic, Social and
Cultural Rights regarding the low level of supportand difficult access to
health care for rejected asylum-seekefs by fully implementing the
recommendations from the joint review carried out ly the Department of
Health and the Home Office on access to the Natioh&lealth Service by
foreign nationals,” and by ensuring that refused asylum-seekers are nteft
destitute while they remain in the United Kingdom.

A/HRC/7/10/Add.3

Report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of region or belief, Mission to the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelan d, Asma Jahangir

7 February 2008

Refugees and asylum-seekers

79. The Special Rapporteur was informed that asylumclaims in the United
Kingdom, including those based on well-founded feaof religious persecution, are
subject to rigid scrutiny and that few applications are successful in the initial
decision or in the appeal procedure. Since there i%0 official data available on how
many asylum-seekers sought asylum in the United Kgdom on grounds of religious
persecution, further research and aggregated dataotiection may be useful in order
to analyse the issues involved with regard to freesn of religion or belief. Such
research by the Government, civil society or acadeim may also deal with the
situation of individuals converting after their departure from their country of origin
and their refugee sur place claims. The Special Rapporteur would like to reiteate

®> A/63/38, paras. 295—296.

® E/C.12/GBRI/CO/5, para. 27
" See “Access to NHS Services for foreign nationals”.
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that a post-departure conversion should not give se to a presumption that the
claim is fabricated and the immigration authorities should evaluate the genuineness
of the conversion on a case-by-case basis takingdnaccount the applicant’s past
and present circumstances. Furthermore, the SpeciaRapporteur stresses the
importance of reliable interpretation services andhe impartiality of interpreters in
order to avoid serious disadvantages for the asyluseekers.

80. With regard to country of origin information, the Special Rapporteur welcomes
the fact that the Operational Guidance Notes as wekhs the Country of Origin
Information Service are publicly available. For the whole asylum determination
process it seems crucial not only to have accuragsd objective but also up-to-date
information on asylum-seekers’ countries of origin.The Special Rapporteur would
like to emphasize that case adjudicators should naxclusively base their decisions
on these selected sources, especially when the &iiton in the country of origin or
the region in question has allegedly changed sindbey were last updated. With
regard to immigration detention or removal centres, especially when their
management is contracted out to a private companythe Government should
monitor if the religious needs of the detainees ara fact met.

Human Rights Liaison Unit
Division of International Protection
UNHCR

November 2011
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