
Background information on 
The European Commission Development cooperation in the field of disability
 Key facts 

The EU signed the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in March 2007. 

On 29 August 2008, the Commission adopted and transmitted to the European Parliament and the Council two proposals concerning the conclusion by the European Community, of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. On 26 November 2009 the Council adopted a Decision concerning the conclusion of the Convention, by the European Union (then European Community). 

As required by Articles 3 and 4 of this Decision first a Code of Conduct needs to be adopted before the deposit of the instrument of formal confirmation on behalf of the European Union can take place.
ANNEX II of the Decision contains the declaration concerning the competence of the European Union (Then European Community) with regard to matters governed by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The annex contains a list of EU acts that illustrate the extent of its competence. In particular in the field of international cooperation identifies the following:

· Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation (OJ L 378, 27.12.2006, p. 41) 

· Regulation (EC) No 1889/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 December 2006 on establishing a financing instrument for the promotion of democracy and human rights worldwide (OJ L 386, 29.12.2006, p. 1) 

· Commission Regulation (EC) No 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) (OJ L 170, 29.6.2007, p. 1) 
Policy framework

The general EU disability policy framework on disability is the European Disability Action plan that is implemented through actions contained in biennial Communications. The Commission's Communication on the situation of Disabled people in the EU: "The European Action Plan 2008-2009" established the responsibility to Improve the mainstreaming of disability issues in development aid and to examine if adjustments are needed in the EC development cooperation or if specific action needs to be taken under Article 32 of the UN Convention.

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=430&langId=en
In that context, the European Commission also financially supports European NGOs that are active in development cooperation both organizations of persons with disabilities and organizations providing services to person with disabilities.

Currently the European Commission is preparing a new European Disability Strategy that will most probably be published in November 2010. The key objective of this strategy is to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Europe including compliance with the obligations stated in article 32 on international cooperation. The strategy is expected to pay due attention to the matter.

In addition the following documents complete the general policy framework on disability in EC Development Cooperation:

· The EC’s Guidance Note on Disability and Development (2003). 

· The European Parliament's Resolution on Disability and Development (2006). 
· The Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) promotes actions to fight against poverty, inequality, and exclusion of disadvantaged and marginalised groups. It also calls for the involvement of all sections of society, specifically including disabled people, and requires the EC to fund measures that increase access to health facilities and services for disabled people. This applies to all geographic and thematic programmes funded under the DCI. The Investing in People Thematic Programme, for instance, explicitly considers disability as a cross-cutting issue
 in the four main areas of health, education, knowledge and skills, gender equality, and other aspects of human and social development (employment and social cohesion, children, youth and culture). 
· The European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) promotes the mainstreaming of the rights of people with disabilities throughout its strategy and projects and gives specific capacity building support to disability NGOs and DPOs working on human rights and political participation and representation. 
EU approach to disability 

The approach adopted by the Commission is based in the human rights model, thus focusing on the rights of persons with disabilities to participate in society as equal citizens, and the need to change society to be inclusive of everybody.

As many other development partners, the Commission seeks a twin track approach, dealing with disability through specific actions, and through mainstreaming.

Regarding its specific actions, since the year 2000 the Commission has funded over 440 projects specifically targeting people with disabilities in 82 partner countries (over €200M). The main activities supported include: 

· Capacity building and policy development – For instance, the EU has supported the Moroccan government in the elaboration of the first national survey on disability.

· Community based rehabilitation

· Promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities – For instance, the EU has supported Disabled Persons Organisations in their activities to advocate for the signature and ratification of the UN Convention. 

· Social inclusion (e.g. through employment, education, health)

· Humanitarian and emergency assistance.
Regarding mainstreaming, the Commission recognises the need to include a disability perspective in all development programmes, and tools have been designed to help staff to mainstream disability into their day to day work
. There are many examples of programmes where disability has been successfully mainstreamed, such as the Sexual and Reproductive Health programme in Jamaica (a joint programme with the UNFPA) – which pays special attention to the sexual and reproductive rights of persons with disabilities, which are often neglected in this type of programmes.

The Commission will finalise by end 2010 a study on Disability in EC Development Cooperation which examines these challenges and proposes a series of recommendations for the EU in order to better integrate disability in its development cooperation and further align with Article 32 of the UN Convention. 

� Investing in People Strategy, Thematic Programme 2007-2013, DCI


� See the tools developped by the IDDC in the framework of the EC financed Project “Disability Mainstreaming” in �HYPERLINK "http://www.make-development-inclusive.org/"�http://www.make-development-inclusive.org/�
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