Joint submission by the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg to the Treaty Body Strengthening Process 

The Benelux countries are grateful for the High Commissioner’s request for input from Member States on suggestions to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness and impact of the United Nations Treaty Body system. The Benelux countries strongly support the work of the treaty bodies, which are at the heart of the global human rights framework and play a fundamental role in promoting and protecting human rights at the national level. With a view to contributing to the important process of reflection launched by the High Commissioner, the Benelux countries would like to make the following comments:

· Proposals to bolster the treaty body system should be guided by a higher degree of rationalisation and streamlining and each proposal should be assessed in the light of the overall objective of strengthening the working methods of the treaty bodies. These aims should be achieved as efficiently and cost-effectively as possible. For instance, the fact that not all meetings of all treaty bodies take place in Geneva, where the secretariat is situated, does not represent the most efficient use of secretariat resources.
· With a view to rationalising the reporting procedures under the various treaties and ensuring consistently coherent Treaty Body output, Treaty Bodies should explore the possibility for State reports relating to different, but substantively related, treaties to be submitted and considered simultaneously, or in very close proximity (in clusters). Treaty Bodies should therefore formulate three or four clusters of human rights treaties.

· The Benelux countries are in favour of introducing a  ‘master calendar’ that would take account of such clustering and  would schedule the consideration of clusters of State reports four to five years in advance in order to guarantee periodicity and coordination between different reporting procedures. This calendar should be the basis for a predictable treaty body reporting cycle, synchronised with the Universal Periodic Review cycle, and made available online for States Parties. 

· While respecting the universality, indivisibility and equal significance of all human rights,   the Treaty Bodies should concentrate in their constructive dialogue with States Parties, merely on three or four issues per reporting cycle. This focus would be instrumental to improving the quality and detail of input by States. It would also allow for a more in-depth analysis of the report by Treaty Bodies. This could in turn result in more specific recommendations, facilitating their implementation at the State level and their usability in other contexts, such as the Universal Periodic Review. More focused reporting would also help alleviate the problem of limited capacity, time and resources on the part of Treaty Bodies, the Secretariat of the OHCHR and States Parties. 

· The possibility to alternate the process of state reporting between a desktop review and dialogue between the state party and the Treaty Body should be explored. The latter should take place at least every 10 years. 

· Benelux countries welcome the development of the optional reporting procedure based on a list of issues prior to reporting (LOIPR), In order to use the full potential of the LOIPR, it would be advisable to limit the list of issues to the most pertinent issues. The practice of sending out LOIPR should be applied by all Treaty Bodies, because it is instrumental to the predictability of the reporting system.

· More generally, a common set of procedural rules for handling States reports and individual communications should be adopted by Treaty Bodies. Further avenues for closer institutional cooperation between Treaty Bodies should be explored, amongst others the establishment of one common Working Group composed of representatives of Treaty Bodies for the consideration of individual communications. 

· The Benelux countries agree with the High Commissioner that the treaty bodies’ independence guarantees an objective and non-selective approach to all human rights and that its legal nature keeps it removed from risks of politicisation. Independence and expertise of Treaty Body experts are crucial, and should be ensured. The requirement of independence would, in our view, imply that individuals holding positions in the Executive Branch of Government are ineligible.
