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The Republic of Korea believes that the treaty body system is a key part of the international human rights monitoring mechanism. However, serious concerns have been raised centering on the fact that it has not functioned in a fully efficient and effective manner. In this context, we believe the initiative the High Commissioner for Human Rights has taken to strengthen the treaty body system is both timely and meaningful. The Republic of Korea also recognizes and appreciates that the treaty body strengthening process has involved a broad range of stakeholders in a way that is open and transparent. 
The proposals put forward through the strengthening process are valuable, although they need to be assessed in terms of priority as well as the availability of resources and the required level of funding. The Republic of Korea expects the forthcoming High Commissioner’s report to provide a coherent framework of measures, which will provide a solid base from which we can proceed in making the treaty body system more effective and efficient. 

1. State Reporting Process

Meeting and Reporting Calendar

The Republic of Korea supports the options of interim and fixed meeting calendars of treaty bodies as proposed by the Secretary-General which, as he pointed out, are not incompatible. A reporting calendar should also be developed and integrated into the meeting calendar, thus making all schedules related to the reporting process clear and predictable. In addition, efforts to align the meeting calendar could make the proposal to hold treaty body sessions at the regional level more feasible as countries within the same region could be arranged to have dialogues at the same session. 

National Consultations

The Republic of Korea agrees that inclusive national consultations should be sought during the reporting process. Such consultations would help facilitate greater understanding of domestic laws, policies and practices concerning the implementation of international human rights treaties and would serve to bring together various ideas for improving implementation. 

Reporting Obligations and Alternatives to States’ Reports

The Republic of Korea supports the proposals concerning page limits of reports and common core documents.  

The proposals to address the issue of non-reporting States, through the adoption of a coordinated approach by treaty bodies and the strengthening of OHCHR’s capacity building and technical assistance in this regard, are welcomed. Along with such efforts, alternatives to States’ reports should be considered, which would allow treaty bodies to examine the implementation of relevant treaties in the absence of reports. 

Innovative Working Methods and Harmonization

The Republic of Korea welcomes efforts made by treaty bodies to introduce innovative working methods that will improve efficiency and effectiveness. Useful measures should be adopted as common practices. 

The Republic of Korea supports the wider use of the List of Issues Prior to Reporting (LOIPR) as an optional reporting procedure, which enables the reporting and review process to be more focused on issues of greater priority. Efficient time management during review sessions and close coordination among and within treaty bodies are also required. 

Videoconferencing and Web-casting

The Republic of Korea supports the proposal to use videoconferencing facilities. It will enable broader participation of delegations from states with reduced costs. 

Web-casting of dialogues between States-Parties and treaty bodies will contribute to raising awareness on the human rights treaties and the work of treaty bodies, if the cost is reasonably bearable. 

Efficient and Effective Concluding Observations

The Republic of Korea supports the proposal for more focused and shorter Concluding Observations, including limitations on their length as well as on the action-oriented and concrete recommendations. 

To consider draft Concluding Observations and correct any errors that might be contained within the document, States should be given enough time to coordinate with their relevant government agencies. 

2. Individual Communications 

Measures to increase visibility and accessibility of individual communications procedures should be considered and taken. 

Information on the individual communications procedures, the status of registered communications and the Views/Opinions should also be made available.  

3. Follow-up Measures

Attention should be paid to strengthening the follow-up measures, which are key to the effectiveness of the work of treaty bodies on the ground. The practice of requesting to submit follow-up plans and progress before the next report should be made more common. 

4. Membership 

The Republic of Korea supports the proposals to ensure the expertise and independence of treaty body members through initiatives such as developing guidelines on the eligibility and independence of experts as well as preparing an information note on the work of treaty bodies by the OHCHR. 

The Republic of Korea agrees that government officials who are currently serving in their government roles should not be nominated as candidates for treaty body membership. We also maintain that a limitation of membership terms should also be put into practice. The work records of members, including the attendance rate, should be available publicly or upon request by States so that such information could be considered in the cases of those who stand for re-election. 

5. Resources

The Republic of Korea shares the concern that adequate resources should be provided to ensure the effective functioning of the treaty body system. 

Page limitations of States’ reports and Concluding Observations, efficient time management, adoption of videoconferencing, and cessation of distribution of printed copies of documents could be points of priority among the range of cost-saving options.  
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