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Mr. Chair, 
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates and participants, 

It is an honor for me to address the Commission on the Status of Women as Chairperson of the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls for the first time at its opening session. Our expert group sincerely appreciates this opportunity to present at the opening segment, alongside the Chair of the CEDAW Committee and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls.

Mr. Chair,
 
Globally, women and girls are disproportionately represented among those living in poverty. As we have heard before, if current trends continue, 340 million women and girls will live in extreme poverty by 2030. But not only that. Extreme inequality has also deepened and, since 2020, the richest 1 per cent of the world has seized nearly two thirds of all new wealth, almost twice as much money as the bottom 99 per cent of the world’s population.

Women and girls experience poverty and inequality due to blatant systemic failures and structural discrimination within political, social, cultural and economic norms, systems and institutions. Poverty and inequality are thus not inevitable. Historical and continuing economic policy choices have caused them. These policy priorities are not gender-neutral, as they have been developed within patriarchal systems that privilege male and corporate power and ignore women’s and girls’ specific experiences and rights, perpetuating inequality and discrimination. As one woman told us during consultations for our report of last year, “We are not poor, we are being impoverished”.

Poverty is a gendered phenomenon deeply imbricated with other intersecting forms of inequality. Women’s and girls’ experiences of poverty intersect with their race, ethnicity, migratory status, age, disability, religion, geographical location, sexual orientation and gender identity to produce distinct forms of inequality, discrimination and violence that vary over time and place.

Allow me to bring your attention to the case of Afghanistan, where the oppressive regime of gender apartheid under which Afghan women and girls live has aggravated existing conditions of acute poverty. Women and girls in Afghanistan and in some other countries are being erased from public life; their rights to education, work, health, access to justice and freedom of movement, attire, and behaviour, have been severely restricted. When girls are deprived of education, their life opportunities for the future are enormously reduced, and for those already living in poverty, this vicious cycle will probably not be broken.


[bookmark: _Int_1j1o7XVe]Today, we have the opportunity to re-evaluate dominant concepts of unlimited economic growth –often based on deeply embedded gender discrimination, transnational economic inequality, environmental destruction, failure to fulfil international solidarity, as well as non-existent or insufficient social protection and public services– to move to guarantee human rights and accelerate the achievement of gender equality and women’s and girls’ empowerment.

For too long, mainstream approaches to gender and poverty have focused on how to integrate women and girls more effectively into existing, unequal economic systems, rather than on challenging and transforming those systems so that they promote and protect human rights.

As a way forward, our Working Group has called for a feminist human rights-based economy that enables and constructs substantive equality, solidarity, and socioeconomic and environmental justice.

To achieve this, dear participants, we have recommended that States, international economic institutions, and corporations:

1. Take measures for the just redistribution of wealth and resources and shift away from excessive consumption, for a fair global trade order, tax and debt justice, corporate accountability, and the realization of the right to development, with gender equality at the core;
2. Ensure the inclusive and meaningful participation of diverse groups of women and girls in designing socioeconomic measures;
3. Transform the social organization of care through its recognition, revaluation and redistribution, and comprehensive gender-responsive frameworks, policies and services;
4. Noting the slow progress on Sustainable Development Goals 1, 5 and 10, reiterate the centrality of women’s and girls’ human rights and gender equality to poverty eradication strategies and to reducing inequalities within and between nations. 

Mr. Chair, 

This is our time to accelerate the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by reconsidering the dominant economic paradigm and substituting it for a model that places human rights, social justice, and the dignity of women and girls, the half of humanity, at the center.

I thank you.


3

image1.png
7 A\, UNITED NATIONS
()} HUMAN RIGHTS
N\V¥2L SPECIAL PROCEDURES
SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS, INDEPENDENT EXPERTS & WORKING GROUPS




