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What human rights of women and girls in sports are violated as a result of the exposure of women and girls in sports to violence or the risk of violence?
According to Article 17 of the Constitution of the Republic of Türkiye, "Everyone has the right to life, to protect and improve his/her material and spiritual existence." According to Article 59, "The State shall take measures to improve the physical and mental health of Turkish citizens of all ages and encourage the spread of sports among the masses. The State shall protect successful athletes."
Exposure of sportswomen and girls to violence is fundamentally a violation of the prohibition of discrimination, one of the main principles of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
According to Article 23 of the Declaration, "Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to work under just and favorable conditions and to protection against unemployment." Article 26 points to the right of individuals to education aimed at the full development of the human personality and strengthening respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.  
On the other hand, the same Declaration stipulates that everyone has the right to participate freely in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in the benefits of scientific progress (Article 27). It is considered that these fundamental rights are harmed when female athletes and girls are subjected to violence due to their sex.

What measures do State and non-State actors have in place to ensure that incidents of violence against women and girls in sports can be effectively reported and that they are thoroughly investigated and sanctioned?
Türkiye has the necessary legal and administrative infrastructure to protect and support women victims of violence.
According to Article 59 of the Constitution, "The State shall take measures to improve the physical and mental health of Turkish citizens of all ages and shall encourage the spread of sports among the masses. The State protects successful athletes."

In 1985, Türkiye incorporated the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) into its domestic law. With Law No. 6284 on the Protection of the Family and Prevention of Violence against Women, which entered into force in 2012, Türkiye strengthened its legal infrastructure for combating violence against women and girls. This Law defines violence against women as all kinds of attitudes and behaviors that are inflicted on women only because they are women or that lead to gender-based discrimination affecting women and violation of women's human rights and that are defined as violence in this Law, and regulates protective and preventive measures for the protection of victims.
Sub-legislation was prepared for the effective implementation of Law No. 6284, and in this context, the Implementing Regulation on the Law No. 6284 on the Protection of the Family and Prevention of Violence against Women and the Regulation on the Opening and Operation of Women's Shelters were put into force in 2013, the Regulation on Violence Prevention and Monitoring Centers in 2016, and the Regulation on the Use of Monitoring Systems with Technical Methods under Law No. 6284 in 2021. It is possible for female athletes and girls who are victims of violence due to discrimination to benefit from the protection provided by Law No. 6284.
On the other hand, Law No. 6222 on the Prevention of Violence and Irregularity in Sports entered into force in 2011. The purpose of this Law is to prevent violence and disorder in sports venues and their surroundings before, during or after the competition, in places where fans are permanently or temporarily in groups or on the routes to and from the venue of the competition.

Please provide examples of good practice that have been adopted by State and non-State actors with regards to ending violence against women and girls in sports?
The Ministry of Family and Social Services is determined to continue its work with the principle “zero tolerance against violence”. The work is carried out in a wide range of areas with the comprehensive cooperation of all parties. In this context, Ministry continues to work on (i) legislative activities in combating violence against women, (ii) training and awareness raising activities, (iii) increasing inter-institutional cooperation and coordination, (iv) strengthening institutional mechanisms for the protection and support of women victims of violence, and (v) data collection and development of statistics.
In order to strengthen equality between women and men and to prevent violence against women in Türkiye, trainings and seminars are carried out across the country with multidimensional and different target groups. Trainings and are organized for staff working in public institutions and organizations and university students. Protocols have been signed between Ministry of Family and Social Services and the Ministries of Justice, Interior, Health and National Defense, Gendarmerie General Command, Presidency of Religious Affairs in order to ensure the continuity of the trainings.
As part of the November 25th International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, thematic meetings and awareness raising activities are organized at the country level with multidimensional and all-party contributions. Within the scope of November 25th week activities; 
· In 2021, "Monitoring, Coordination and Evaluation Commissions on Violence against Women" were convened simultaneously in all provinces under the chairmanship of the Governor. 
· Awareness is raised at stands set up in shopping malls and city centers in the provinces; in cooperation with the Turkish Basketball Federation, Volleyball Federation and Football Federation, athletes are encouraged to participate in weekend competitions with banners reading "Zero Tolerance to Violence against Women". 
· In all provinces, Thematic Meetings were organized to raise awareness of different target groups on violence against women; posters, brochures and visuals were exhibited and distributed in 81 provinces.
Through these comprehensive activities, all dynamics of the society were invited to support the activities organized and to take responsibility for this issue.
In Addition, The Ministry of Family and Social Services takes the necessary precautions to prepare the children under protection and care in our institutions for life, starting from their admission to the institution, and to ensure their social adaptation, protection and support, Psychosocial Support Program is being established. 
· In line with psychosocial support activities, each of our children is provided to benefit from sports activities and courses (private/public) and encouraged to participate in sports, taking into account their personal abilities, wishes and needs.
· Activities are carried out to take measures to increase children's sports, artistic and cultural achievements, to prepare programs, to raise them as healthy individuals and to prepare them for the future. Within this scope, the interests and abilities of each child are identified and followed up with local opportunities to direct them to at least one sport or art branch.
· An individualized implementation plan is prepared for each child by social workers working within the institution, ensuring that services are carried out in a planned and effective manner.
· With the protocol signed with the Ministry of Youth and Sports, Sports Talent Screening and Sports Orientation Program is being carried out in order to determine which sports branch our children under protection and care have interest and talent in. With the tests and measurements planned in 81 provinces, our children are supported by determining which branch they are inclined to and by directing them to the sports branch in which they are talented and interested.
· In our institutions, we organize excursions or social activities by giving awards to our children who are successful in sports activities and competitions. Our aim is to positively affect the psychological and social development of our children and ensure that they are better prepared for life.
· 
Please provide recommendations as to how violence against women and girls in sport can be prevented and what needs to be done to better respond to the needs of survivors of such violence?
· Efforts to increase the number of female referees, coaches, physical education and sports instructors will increase sports activities for women and girls.
· By taking the success achieved in branches such as female boxing, female weightlifting, female wrestling, female volleyball as an example, and explaining that women have achieved success in some branches that are identified only with men in the past years, girls will be directed more towards these branches. We believe that this activity will be more effective in early childhood, including the age of 4-5, which is the age of starting sports, in pre-school education institutions and primary schools. 
· In order to ensure greater participation of women in sports, increase their visibility in sports and guide them to success, increasing the number of training seminars to be held with the participation of sports trainers and experts in their fields will provide access to more people.
· Informing women and children more about how to prevent and report all kinds of discrimination and violence or about application mechanisms will contribute to violence prevention.
· Giving more awareness training and developing sports literacy programs on the subjects that women will become stronger through sports that their self-confidence will be strengthened through sports, and that every success they achieve in sports will set an example are among our recommendations. 






