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Republic of Cyprus


Cyprus’ Input for SR VAWG’s Report 

on Violence Against Women and Girls in Sport

1. What are the different forms of violence that women and girls in sports may experience (e.g. physical, psychological, economic, online violence, coercive control, as well as extreme form of discrimination that amounts to violence)

Women and girls in sports face a wide range of violence, encompassing both physical and non-physical forms. Physical violence includes any act that inflicts bodily harm or abuse.  Psychological violence involves the use of emotional manipulation, intimidation, or threats to damage mental well-being. This can include verbal abuse, bullying, harassment, and constant criticism.

Furthermore, athletes can be subjected to economic violence through financial control or exploitation. This manifests as unequal pay, denial of sponsorship or endorsement opportunities, or financial coercion by coaches or administrators. 

The rise of social media has also introduced online violence, where women and girls face harassment, cyberbullying, and threats. Additionally, coercive control tactics like manipulation, intimidation, and isolation can be used to exert power and control over them.

Finally, extreme discrimination against women and girls in sports can take various forms, including denial of opportunities, unequal treatment, and systemic barriers that hinder their full participation and success. 

2.The exposure of women and girls in sports to violence or the risk of violence can lead to several violations of their human rights, including:

The exposure to violence or the threat of violence in sports constitutes a multifaceted violation of women and girls' human rights.  Firstly, it undermines their right to equality and non-discrimination.  Violence often reinforces pre-existing gender stereotypes that can limit their participation and opportunities in sports.  Secondly, it can infringe upon their right to education and employment. When violence discourages participation or forces them to leave sports, it restricts their access to valuable education, training, and potential career in the sport field.  Furthermore, experiencing violence can be a profoundly humiliating and degrading experience, violating their right to dignity and impacting their sense of self-worth.  Finally, the fear of retaliation or harassment can silence them, hindering their right to freedom of expression and preventing them from speaking up about their experiences or expressing themselves freely within the sporting environment.

3. Which actors are responsible for committing acts of violence against women and girls and increasing the risks of violence against women and girls in sports?
The perpetration of violence against women and girls in sports transcends individual actions, encompassing a complex web of actors.  Within this environment, several key groups play a role:

Coaches, trainers, and other individuals entrusted with positions of authority may themselves be perpetrators. They can directly inflict physical or emotional abuse upon athletes, or create environments fostering harassment and exploitation. Furthermore, teammates and competitors can engage in violent behavior, ranging from physical assault during competition to verbal abuse or bullying within the team dynamic.

Administrators and officials responsible for governing sports organizations or overseeing competitions can significantly impact the risk of violence. Not addressing reported incidents properly creates a culture of impunity, enabling abusive behavior to continue without restraint. Spectators and fans also contribute, as women and girls in sports may face harassment or violence from them both during events and online. This abuse can take the form of verbal attacks, threats, or even physical assault.

Moreover, media portrayals that objectify or reinforce negative and unconscious bias stereotypes about female athletes, along with comments or actions by public figures, can contribute to an environment that increases the risk of violence.

Lastly, beyond individual actors, broader structural and systemic factors within the sports industry play a crucial role.  Gender inequality, lack of representation and resources for female athletes, and the normalization of violence within sports culture all contribute to an increased risk of violence against women and girls.
4. What are the principal causes of the violence that women and girls experience in sports, including the structural causes of such violence?

The perpetration of violence against women and girls in sports is rooted in systemic gender inequality within the sporting landscape. his can take the form of unequal pay, limited training facilities, a lack of sponsorship opportunities, and restricted media coverage compared to their male counterparts. This disparity creates a power imbalance that leaves women and girls vulnerable to mistreatment. 

Furthermore, the male-dominated culture of sports normalizes violence and harassment towards female athletes. The absence of significant female leadership in sports organizations contributes to this issue. This lack of representation, coupled with the normalization of violence, fosters a hostile environment that discourages women's participation in sports.

5. Which groups of women and girls in sports are more exposed to violence and on what grounds?

Violence against women and girls in sports affects certain groups. Young athletes, particularly those in dependent positions within youth programs, are vulnerable to abuse by coaches and other authority figures. Additionally, athletes in individual sports with one-on-one training environments, like gymnastics, are at increased risk.

Girls and women already facing challenges, like those from lower income families, minorities, or the LGBTQ+ community, are especially at risk. These groups often have fewer resources and support systems to help them if they experience violence in sports.
6. What are the responsibilities of State and non-State actors in preventing acts of violence against women and girls in sport, including in adopting measures to investigate it, and to hold those responsible for it accountable, and to provide assistance and protection to survivors of violence?

Governments play a critical role in establishing a legal framework that tackles violence against women and girls in sport. This includes enacting clear laws defining different forms of violence, setting up accessible reporting mechanisms that protect confidentiality, and outlining penalties for perpetrators. Additionally, governments should ensure proper investigations and hold offenders accountable through legal processes.

Beyond legislation, support services are crucial. Governments should allocate resources to fund programs offering medical care, legal support, counseling, and safe environment for survivors within the sporting world.

Non-State actors also have significant responsibilities. Sports organizations, NGOs, and media can work together to prevent violence. This collaborative effort involves developing clear codes of conduct and safeguarding policies. Training programs for athletes, coaches, staff, and administrators can foster a culture of safety and respect. Additionally, establishing confidential reporting channels empowers victims and bystanders to report incidents. Raising awareness through educational programs for athletes, coaches, and the wider community is another key area for non-State actors. Finally, media have a responsibility to promote positive portrayals of women and girls in sport, while avoiding reporting that could perpetuate violence. Through advocacy efforts, non-State actors can push for stronger legislation and increased funding from governments to address this critical issue.

7. What measures do State and non-State actors have in place to ensure that incidents of violence against women and girls in sports can be effectively reported, and that they are thoroughly investigated and sanctioned?

The Cypriot Government, through the Cyprus Sports Organization (CSO), has implemented a comprehensive framework to ensure effective reporting, investigation, and sanctioning of violence against women and girls in sports. This framework prioritizes both legal measures and proactive prevention strategies.
Key Measures:

1. The CSO enacted amendments to its legislation (Law No. 2 of 2021) that define various forms of violence, including bullying and sexual abuse, as offenses. This allows for proper investigation and prosecution through existing legal frameworks. The Cyprus Sports Organization (CSO) has completed the implementation of legal obligations arising from the legislation, which includes the following:

2. Action Plan for "Healthy Sports": This plan outlines the organization's strategy for promoting athlete well-being, safety, and fair treatment within the framework of good governance. It addresses the prevention and combating of bullying in sports, as well as offenses covered by the Penal Code, the Law on the Prevention and Combating of Sexual Abuse, Sexual Exploitation of Children, and Child Pornography, the Law on Equal Treatment of Men and Women in Employment and Vocational Training, and other relevant laws. The plan will be implemented in cooperation with sports federations and their members, as well as other competent authorities, services, and individuals involved in the sports field.

3.  Guidelines Handbook on Reporting Bullying and Offenses in Sports

This handbook provides clear and accessible instructions on how to submit complaints related to bullying in sports or offenses committed against athletes and other sports participants. It outlines the procedure for reporting these issues to the relevant authorities for investigation. The handbook will be available in print form at all sports facilities and will also be accessible on the Organization's official website.

4. Action Plan on Healthy Sports

The CSO is planning to launch an action plan on healthy sports. Dedicated section on actions related to the prevention and combating of bullying in sports, as well as other offenses in the field of sports will be include in the plan.  

5. The Cyprus Sport Organisation has appointed an officer for matters of welfare and child protection in sports, who will also serve as a liaison between Federations, the CSO, and relevant authorities.

6. Code of Conduct and Ethics 

Sports federations are subject to a Code of Good Governance Conduct. Non-compliance can have consequences on funding, further incentivizing adherence to safety and ethical standards.

7. An information, recognition, and management handbook for incidents of sexual abuse and exploitation of children has also been published by the CSO. The handbook includes the provisions of the Cyprus Sports Organization (Amendment) Law of 2021.
8. Safe Sport Allies Project
The CSO participated as a partner in the Erasmus+ program titled "Safe Sport Allies," through which an intervention tool concerning educational material for "observers" in the sports sector has been completed, targeting participants in sports organizations (coaches, athletes, management, parents), aiming to educate them about safeguarding young athletes from various forms of violence occurring in sports. Educational material has been developed from the program, translated into Greek, and will be used for training purpose.
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