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A. Introduction and Scope

1. University Queer Research and LGBTI+ Solidarity Association (UniKuir), founded in 2020 in Türkiye, is an LGBTI+ NGO run by young LGBTI+ people. UniKuir works to make universities and campuses equal, free and safe places for LGBTI+ people. UniKuir carries out its activities through four different programmes. These are Access to Equality, Media and Communication, Capacity Building and Solidarity, and Political Engagement and Advocacy. In carrying out these activities, it works with LGBTI+ student clubs and volunteers in Turkish universities.

2. UniKuir is not an organisation that works mainly on violence against women and girls in sport. However, with regard to young LGBTI+ people and university students, which is our field of work, we believe that there are important violations of rights that we can report about violence in sports in Türkiye. These violations also directly affect women and girls with LGBTI+ identities. In this response, we will briefly discuss the recent popular targeting of LGBTI+ athletes, the challenges faced by LGBTI+ sports communities, and the situation of trans and intersex athletes. We did not seek their consent to report on the situation faced by LGBTI+ athletes. The reason for this is that most of the violations we will report on take place in the media, in the public sphere. It is possible that these individuals may face more problems in their private lives, but we do not have any information on this.

B. Targeting LGBTI+ Sportspeople

3. Ebrar Karakurt is a member of the Turkish national women's volleyball team. In recent years, the national team has achieved great success in Europe and the world, winning two championships. Meanwhile, the national team players have become more popular in the country. Ebrar Karakurt and Melissa Vargas, another national team player, have encountered a lot of humiliating, hostile and targeted content in print, visual and digital media due to discriminatory ideas based on their sexual orientation. This content increased after Ebrar Karakurt shared his photo with his girlfriend on social media. Here are a few examples.

4. Ebrar Karakurt was generally targeted by the pro-government media with words such as pervert[footnoteRef:1], disgraceful[footnoteRef:2] and indecent[footnoteRef:3] through her private life and social media posts. These newspapers also targeted neutral or opposition media organisations that reported on Karakurt's important achievements and history. The Akit newspaper argued that such news was dangerous for young people[footnoteRef:4]. The same newspaper called Karakurt a "national embarrassment" and criticised him for his "immoral lifestyle"[footnoteRef:5]. [1:  https://www.milligazete.com.tr/haber/16343635/lgbtli-sapkin-ebrar-karakurt-sacmaladi-ecdada-dil-uzatti ]  [2:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/lezbiyen-ebrardan-yeni-skandal-rezalet-ki-ne-rezalet-1785435.html ]  [3:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/biri-bu-edepsizi-durdursun-1653505.html ]  [4:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/milliyet-gazetesi-lgbtli-sapkin-ebrar-karakurtu-yildizlastirdi-genclere-bunu-yapmayin-1819909.html ]  [5:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/tehlikenin-farkinda-degil-misiniz-milli-utanc-ebrar-karakurt-rezilligini-yine-dikte-etti-1783697.html ] 


5. Ebrar Karakurt has also been targeted by politicians and communities. In this context, the statements made by Mücahit Binici[footnoteRef:6], a senior member of the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP), Melih Gökçek[footnoteRef:7], the former mayor of Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, Melih Güner[footnoteRef:8], the leader of the youth branches of the Yeniden Refah Party and some members of Islamist communities[footnoteRef:9] are noteworthy. These people targeted Ebrar Karakurt because of her sexual orientation and called for her to be excluded from the national team. Furthermore, the Minister of Treasury and Finance, Mehmet Şimşek, did not include a photo of Ebrar Karakurt in his social media posts congratulating the national team[footnoteRef:10]. [6:  https://www.konhaber.com/guncel/ebrar_karakurt_un_bos_yapma_abdulhamit_paylasimina_ak_parti_ve_yeniden_refah_partisi_nden_tepki-1918520h ]  [7:  https://haber.sol.org.tr/haber/melih-gokcek-ebrar-karakurtu-nefret-soylemiyle-hedef-aldi-atin-bunu-takimdan-383580 ]  [8:  https://www.yurtgazetesi.com.tr/spor/yine-bir-bos-yapma-vakasi-yeniden-refahli-baskan-ebrar-karakurtu-hedef-aldi-h232100.html ]  [9:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/ihsan-senocak-hocadan-bayrak-mesaji-lgbtcinin-uzerinde-olmasi-seref-degil-zillettir-1784334.html ; https://www.yenicaggazetesi.com.tr/ismailagaci-hoca-ebrar-karakurtu-hedef-aldi-milli-gururlarimiz-birilerini-rahatsiz-706123h.htm ; https://halktv.com.tr/gundem/cubbelinin-hedefi-ebrar-karakurt-ve-mehmet-ozhaseki-653526h ]  [10:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/mehmet-simsekten-lezbiyen-ebrar-karakurta-tarihi-ders-helal-olsun-sana-ha-bu-da-sana-kapak-olsun-1784262.html?utm_source=relation&utm_medium=news&utm_campaign=1784274 ] 


6. These media outlets also targeted people who supported Ebrar Karakurt and criticised the attack she suffered. Özgür Özel[footnoteRef:11], the leader of the main opposition Republican People's Party (CHP), journalist Fatih Altaylı[footnoteRef:12] and Yeniçağ newspaper[footnoteRef:13] are examples. Moreover, despite their conservative leanings, these media outlets targeted national taekwondo player Kübra Dağlı for her message of support and criticised her headscarf[footnoteRef:14].  [11:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/sapkinligi-savunmak-yine-chpye-dustu-ozgur-ozelden-ebrar-karakurt-cikisi-1773501.html?utm_source=relation&utm_medium=news&utm_campaign=1819909 ]  [12:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/fatih-altaylidan-rezil-sozler-ebrar-karakurt-cikisi-olay-oldu-senden-de-ancak-bu-utanmazlik-beklenir-1784274.html#google_vignette ]  [13:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/meral-aksenerin-yenicagindan-ebrar-karakurta-skandal-destek-gayr-i-insani-escinsel-iliskiyi-destekleyip-yeni-akiti-hedef-aldilar-1664239.html?utm_source=relation&utm_medium=news&utm_campaign=1773501 ]  [14:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/inancina-yazik-basortulu-tekvandocu-da-sapkin-ebrari-destekledi-1773765.html ] 


7. Finally, in the Turkish province of Balıkesir, a member of the Metropolitan Municipality Assembly proposed naming a street or alley after Ebrar Karakurt, but the proposal was rejected by other party groups[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/mecliste-reddedildi-sapkin-ebrar-karakurta-gecit-yok-1787340.html  ] 


C. LGBTI+ Sports Organisations

8. Sportif Lezbon, Atletik Dildoa and Queer Olympix, which are organised as amateur organisations for LGBTI+ athletes to find a place in safe spaces, are facing various difficulties in their activities. The Kadıköy District Governorate banned the Queer Olympics organised by Atletik Dildoa in Istanbul on the grounds of "public order, crime prevention, protection of public health and public morality"[footnoteRef:16]. As the decision was made on Saturday, there was no opportunity to appeal to the courts until the day of the event. As with many other LGBTI+ themed events in Türkiye, this ban is arbitrary and discriminatory. A lawsuit was filed against the decision and won. The court ruled that the Queer Olympics had been illegally banned, but this happened months later[footnoteRef:17].  [16:  https://susma24.com/kadikoy-kaymakamligindan-queer-olympixe-yasak/ ]  [17:  https://kaosgl.org/haber/mahkeme-queer-olympix-in-yasaklanmasi-hukuka-aykiri ] 


9. Türkiye’s first LGBTI football club, Sportif Lezbon, which was founded to create an alternative space against discrimination and violence against women and LGBTI+ people in the world of sport, said that the state sees them as deviants and separatists.[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  https://www.diken.com.tr/turkiyenin-ilk-lgbt-futbol-kulubu-sportif-lezbon-devlet-bizi-sapik-olarak-gordu/ ] 


D. LGBTI+ Sportspeople

10. Support for LGBTI+ rights by sports clubs, organisations or athletes is also targeted in a discriminatory way. In this context, UEFA's use of rainbow colours[footnoteRef:19], Galatasaray football player Taylan Antalyalı's wearing of a Pride T-shirt[footnoteRef:20] and the support of famous clubs around the world[footnoteRef:21] have been the subject of discriminatory news. In this environment, it is not possible for LGBTI+ athletes in Türkiye to be free from discrimination and violence. There is a lack of legislation and positive policies to ensure this. As a result, the visibility of LGBTI+ athletes is quite low. In addition, homophobic, transphobic and sexist slogans, banners and discourse in sports arenas fuel discrimination and violence. [19:  https://spor.haber7.com/futbol/haber/3113426-uefadan-skandal-lgbt-destegi ]  [20:  https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-57643093 ]  [21:  https://www.yenisafak.com/spor/buyuk-kuluplerden-lgbt-sapkinligina-destek-4541835 ] 


11. The situation is clearly shown in the results of the report[footnoteRef:22] prepared by Outsport with the participation of more than 5,500 LGBTI+ people in 28 countries of the European Union. Although Türkiye is not one of these countries, it is a report that is suitable to explain the importance of the situation. According to the report, one in three LGBTI+ athletes cannot disclose their sexual identity, one in six LGBTI+ athletes are attacked and the overwhelming majority of LGBTI+ athletes see homophobia and transphobia as a problem.  [22:  https://static.bianet.org/system/uploads/1/files/attachments/000/002/635/original/OUTSPORT-Report-Relevance-of-SOGI-in-Sport-in-Europe-3.pdf?1560435262 ] 
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