Assembly of First Nations, Health Sector, Sport File Answers to Questionnaire for United Nations Special Rapporteur: 

OHCHR | Call for input to the report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls to the UN General Assembly on violence against women and girls in sport

1. What are the different forms of violence that women and girls in sports may experience (e.g. physical, psychological, economic, online violence, coercive control, as well as extreme form of discrimination that amounts to violence)?
· Indigenous women and girls who are engaging in sport and recreation activities in Canada may experience extreme forms of racial and gender discrimination stemming from colonialism i.e. bullying and violence. They may also experience general lack of awareness and education about racism and discrimination that could prevent violence from being directed at them while playing sports. 
2. What human rights of women and girls in sports are violated as a result of the exposure of women and girls in sports to violence or the risk of violence?
· The human right to living free of discrimination based on racial and gender equality is at stake. Additionally: Canadian constitutional rights (Charter of Rights & Freedoms that includes recognizing and upholding Aboriginal rights in Canada and gender rights), and other human rights and Indigenous rights protected by United Nations’ covenants and the United Nations Declaration On The Rights Of Indigenous Peoples.
3. Which actors are responsible for committing acts of violence against women and girls and increasing the risks of violence against women and girls in sports?
· Indigenous women and girls are more broadly susceptible to systemic forms of racial and gender discrimination due to colonialism and former federal government legislative provisions in the Indian Act, R.S.C., 1985, c. I-5 that discriminated based on race and gender. The Truth & Reconciliation Calls to Action calls for reconciliation to repair the effect, including the systemic effect, of these harms.
4. What are the principal causes of the violence that women and girls experience in sports, including the structural causes of such violence?
· In addition to any formal complaints any individual may have on a case-by-case basis, the Indigenous women and girl population in Canada may experience fear, stigma and harm associated with being Indigenous that may cause racism, discrimination and/or a need for education about Indigenous peoples, colonialism and anti-Indigenous racism in sport. The Truth & Reconciliation Calls to Action # 87-91 outline measures to address this problem and to work on reconciliation in Canada. 
5. Which groups of women and girls in sports are more exposed to violence and on what grounds?
· Indigenous women and girls are at a higher risk than other women and girls in Canada of experiencing violent and racism based on race and gender that prevents them from accessing safety, security and human rights. This correlates with “historical, multigenerational, and intergenerational trauma; social and economic marginalization; maintaining the status quo and institutional lack of will; and, ignoring the agency and expertise of Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people”. See Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) Calls to Justice that outline permanent measures that could improve this situation as well as substantive equality and human and Indigenous rights recognized by the OHCHR: https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Calls_for_Justice.pdf 
6. What are the responsibilities of State and non-State actors in preventing acts of violence against women and girls in sport, including in adopting measures to investigate it, and to hold those responsible for it accountable, and to provide assistance and protection to survivors of violence?
· Indigenous peoples advocate that the federal government address reconciliation in sports by improving representation in sport. For example, the Truth & Reconciliation Call to Action #87 is about collaborating with Indigenous peoples and sport halls of fame to educate the public and tell the story of Indigenous peoples in sport. The Assembly of First Nations’ mandate also addresses the need for advocacy for Indigenous athletes in sports halls of fame in Resolution 31/2023, Advocate for First Nations Athletes Induction into the Hockey Hall of Fame and Other Sports Halls of Fame.
7. What measures do State and non-State actors have in place to ensure that incidents of violence against women and girls in sports can be effectively reported, and that they are thoroughly investigated and sanctioned?
· Policy and advocacy measures are available in Canada at a national level and directly with Indigenous communities to improve education and awareness of the representation of Indigenous women and girls in sport. This may also improve cultural safety and prevent racism through education. There is always a need for funding for these opportunities. 
8. To what extent are women and girls in sport, as well as the associations that represent them being effectively involved and consulted in the design and implementation of policies that are meant to end severe discrimination and violence against women and girls in sport at the national, regional, and international level?
· Indigenous women and girls need to be represented in leadership in sport so that their voices are heard at every table related to increasing funding for representation in sports halls of fame as well as upholding equality for women and girls in sport by implementing the Truth & Reconciliation Calls to Action and MMIWG Calls to Justice.
9. Please provide examples of good practice that have been adopted by State and non-State actors with regards to ending violence against women and girls in sports?
· There continues to be a need for funding for sport (especially since the onset of COVID19 pandemic isolation among youth and elders in 2020). The Assembly of First Nations sits on the Indigenous Services Canada’s selection committee and advocates at a national level for social development streamed funding specifically related to Indigenous women and girls and Indigenous communities accessing opportunities in sport and recreation (Department of Canadian Heritage, Sport Canada, Indigenous Sport Unit).
10. What are the lessons learned from policies and legislations that have been adopted and implemented with regards to women and girls in sports and their implications on the safety, security, dignity, equality and participation of women and girls in sports?
· In Canada, Indigenous people are vocal that policies and legislation should “promote physical activity as a fundamental element of health and well-being, reduce barriers to sports participation, increase the pursuit of excellence in sport, and build capacity in the Canadian sport system” and the inclusion of Indigenous peoples. (TRC Call to Action #89)
11. Please provide recommendations as to how violence against women and girls in sport can be prevented and what needs to be done to better respond to the needs of survivors of such violence?
· National advocacy on behalf of Indigenous peoples in Canada includes the policy document of the Truth & Reconciliation Calls to Action # 87-91 that are specific to sport and can be applied to improving equality for Indigenous women and girls in “Sports and Reconciliation”:
· 87. We call upon all levels of government, in collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, sports halls of fame, and other relevant organizations, to provide public education that tells the national story of Aboriginal athletes in history.
· 88. We call upon all levels of government to take action to ensure long-term Aboriginal athlete development and growth, and continued support for the North American Indigenous Games, including funding to host the games and for provincial and territorial team preparation and travel. 
· 89. We call upon the federal government to amend the Physical Activity and Sport Act to support reconciliation by ensuring that policies to promote physical activity as a fundamental element of health and well-being, reduce barriers to sports participation, increase the pursuit of excellence in sport, and build capacity in the Canadian sport system, are inclusive of Aboriginal peoples. 
· 90. We call upon the federal government to ensure that national sports policies, programs, and initiatives are inclusive of Aboriginal peoples, including, but not limited to, establishing: i. In collaboration with provincial and territorial governments, stable funding for, and access to, community sports programs that reflect the diverse cultures and traditional sporting activities of Aboriginal peoples. ii. An elite athlete development program for Aboriginal athletes. iii. Programs for coaches, trainers, and sports officials that are culturally relevant for Aboriginal peoples. iv. Anti-racism awareness and training programs. 
· 91. We call upon the officials and host countries of international sporting events such as the Olympics, Pan Am, and Commonwealth games to ensure that Indigenous peoples’ territorial protocols are respected, and local Indigenous communities are engaged in all aspects of planning and participating in such events.
· https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf 
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