
Dear United Nations,							April 11, 2024
I applaud your decision to investigate girls/womens sports and the corruption happening there. As a former professional road cyclist and activist for women in sport, I write to you today to inform you of the corruption—both financial, psychological, emotional, and  coercive control—taking place at the UCI Pro Continental of women’s pro cycling.  It is my hope we can fix this with assistance from the U.N. 
For clarity, Union Cycliste Internationale is the governing body of cycling. In the professional realm, there are two tiers: World Tour (major league) and Pro Continental (minor league). Then men have a base salary at both levels, roughly 50K Euro / 35K Euro respectively. (Many are paid above and beyond the minimum salary). For many years, we worked to implement a base salary in women’s professional racing. The good news is we achieved  victory for the Women’s World Tour in 2020. At that level, the women now make $35K. (As you can see, it’s only equivalent to the men’s minor league, so hardly equal to the Men’s World Tour 50K.) However, the women at the UCI Pro Continental level still receive no base salary, and this is where corruption takes place. For example:
Current problems with lack of base salary at UCI Pro Continental Women’s Teams: 

- Managers/directors are manipulating the worth and value of women, demanding women ride for free or they “will find other women who will.”

-Managers, directors and staff are earning salaries from sponsors, while the female riders aren’t. This is indentured servitude.

-Women’s sense of value and worth consistently undermined. 

-Sexual misconduct/harassment is happening most at UCI Pro Continental level. The lack of wage plays a direct role in women’s inability to file a workplace complaint. 

-UCI Women Pro Conti riders are often asked to pay their own way to be on a team.

-Lack of a base wage shows no differentiation between amateur & professional teams.

-Some UCI Pro Conti teams do pay a base wage, but many don’t. The latter is filled with novice/amateur riders… which often results in unsafe racing at the UCI Pro Conti level.  

-Lack of a base wage keeps women’s pro cycling unequal to men’s pro cycling.

While this Special Rapporteur report may be focused on the “violence” in sport, I think it’s vital we address the financial disparity in certain sports that often precedes abuse. When women aren’t valued monetarily, the feeling of being “less than” often opens doors to corrupt staff, administrators, coaches, managers taking full advantage of female athletes.   
Most women racing at the UCI Pro Continental level are between ages 18-40.  Change must come from the top down, and UCI continues to devalue their professional leagues by failing to mandate the same base salary for men and women. 
UCI will through around excuses that “women aren’t at a high enough level yet” but data, stats, and result prove otherwise. UCI can easily create this change but their leadership remains sexist, apathetic and lazy. 
I had two exchanges this summer with UCI about the topic, and they continue to pass the buck and do nothing. I can tell you more about this in person or on a call, but I would love to see this report—and the U.N.—become leverage for the women of professional cycling. Perhaps we can put pressure on UCI together to make change happen. 
While I do not have time to inscribe more here before your April 30th deadline, please know my activism in fighting for women’s rights in cycling goes back over a decade, and my film HALF THE ROAD, my book STAND, and my HOMESTRETCH FOUNDATION are all indicators of my mission to end corruption and sexism in sport. (Links attached below). I am happy to speak to you more about this in person, on phone, or on a panel discussion.
Thank you for all you’re doing to fix the issue at hand. I commend you for taking on this enormous task, and I appreciate you very much. 
Best regard,
Kathryn Bertine
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