Dear Madam / Sir,
You had raised 15 points/questions in the advertisement calling for views of the concerned agencies/persons.
My credentials may be seen in the enclosed bio. I have been working with the Government in India for 35 years and also with the NGOs for the last 40 years in preventing and countering human trafficking.
Please permit me to respond to your questions one by one.
1)  Escort services, facade of business promotion, trafficking for surrogacy, etc. are the new hidden forms of prostitution.  Response to these issues is sporadic even though existing laws can handle them.  This calls for more awareness generation of responders to counter it and that of vulnerable persons to prevent it.
2) Data is available in the Crime in India publication, the widely acclaimed publication of the Government of India.  In brief, the age of women being trafficked is usually between 18 to 25.  The age of girls has also come down drastically.  Another dimension is that trafficking for sexual exploitation happens under the facade of other vocations like domestic maid service, etc.
3) The man who solicit are those who enjoy anonymity and derive the freedom to do so.  Obviously lack of law enforcement on the "customer" continues to give them the scope / opportunity.  The national research on Trafficking in India conducted by me for the NHRC (the National Human Rights Commission, India) during 2002 to 2004 (as Principal Researcher) and for TISS (Tata Institute of Social Sciences Mumbai) during 2014 to 2019 (as National Coordinator of Research) substantiate these points.
4) Violence unleashed on the prostituted women and girls is unfathomable.  It goes to extreme levels of torture.  It is physical, psychological, emotional, financial, political, sexual, administrative and so on. For details, may refer to my publication (this is my  16th publication on human trafficking related matters)  "Handbook on Investigating Sex Trafficking" available at https://bprd.nic.in/WriteReadData/CMS/Handbook%20Final.pdf
 In a recent case study from Goa, where the NGO, ARZ did commendable work, along with Goa Police, which I had presented in a meeting at Tashkent with the officials from Central Asian countries, organized by UNODC Tashkent, I had presented evidence  to show the high level of depravity and multiple levels of harm that even an adult woman, who has been trafficked, had to face.
5) The fault is on the perpetrators which includes recruiter, transporter, harbourer, abuser, exporter, financer, abettor, conspirator, etc.  Silence of the public perpetuates and permeates the situation.
6) Prostitution is the oldest oppression on women.  Every human right is being violated. Dignity is robbed off. Freedom is denied. This is indeed slavery. My research work (not only the two mentioned above, but a few others that I did for World Bank and for ADB)  clearly establish that every trafficked woman who interviewed had stated that she has been lured or deceived or coerced.  None of them had willingly chosen to be there.  Even if there was consent in some cases, it was not informed consent. 
7) Pornography is a testimony to the level of exploitation on women.  The high level of child pornography available in the net shows extreme levels of sexual exploitation of children.  Recently Government of India has come down very heavily on this issue and therefore now the traffickers are not so open in action. Nevertheless, they have their own concealed methods to exploit women and children, which are continuing.
8) As mentioned earlier research shows that trafficked women have been lured or deceived or coerced.  Even if there was consent in some cases, it was not informed consent.  Therefore, in the world of prostitution it is wrong to say that the women are willingly coming out to prostitute.  The fact is that they are not prostitutes but they are prostituted women.
9) Legislative frame works and policies are good enough. Recently there have been many additions too. The entire Indian Penal Code, the Criminal Procedure Code and the Evidence Act have been amended and replaced with new legislations passed by the Indian Parliament during 2024. Now trafficking has been legally declared as an Organized Crime. 
The gap, if any, is in implementation and enforcement.  However, if there is a will, there is a way too. When I was the Project Coordinator of UNODC, Delhi (ROSA), during 2006 – 2008, we implemented laws and regulations so well in 5 states in India, that these states continue to show the best response even today. Such concerted efforts have made revolutionary changes in the response systems. 
10) The Government of India and the State Governments have a robust method of data collection, data collation, analysis and interpretation, done by the National Crime Records Bureau.  However, at times, some States may default in sending the data on time.  It is also a fact that several crimes go unreported and unattended to, for various reasons.
11) The Government of India and State Governments have different schemes, projects and programmes to assist and support such persons.  They are available on the website.
12) The front line service providers may be categorised into two.  1. Government agents and 2. Civil society agents (NGO).  As regards former, trained and committed officials have made a revolutionary transformation within the country.  You may like to see what I could personally do, in the attached document.  As regards NGOs, there are many doing sterling work in respect of rescue and post-rescue care.  There are also agencies which have/ had hidden agenda under the facade of anti-trafficking.  Recently Government of India has come down heavily on many such agencies.  It would be advisable that funding agents do undertake due diligence before support is provided to the NGOs concerned.
13) One lesson learned is that post-rescue care must be a matter of right and should not be a welfare act.
14) NGOs and survivors’ organisations are often included in the policy making at the state and national, provided those agencies are transparent and are genuine.  Such partnerships have also made significant changes.  For example, when I started convergent method of training of police, prosecutors and judiciary in 2005, I included NGO as integrated part of the training mechanism. This made a great impact.  Similarly, when in 1982, I had included NGOs in the rescue of children (boys) who were sexually and physically exploited, perhaps that was the first time when the police and NGOs got together in major rescue operations.  This convergence is continuing even today.
However, it needs to be stated that the statutory role of the government agencies under the Indian Constitution and legal regime cannot be substituted by NGOs. Therefore, Government agencies remain as the primary stakeholders and duty holders. NGOs can be associated wherever possible. In fact, Indian legal regime is so robust that it not only gives legal support to NGOs but also provides relief from litigations for undertaking bonafide work. This provision is exclusive to Indian legal regime. 
15) My recommendations have been incorporated in the different paragraphs above.  However, one additional point is relevant here.  Post covid, due to unprecedented internet explosion, internet is the in-thing for all. Every vocation has been taken over by the internet. At the same time, traffickers have also become highly active in exploiting the internet.  Therefore, online exploitation and cyber trafficking is increasing across the world.  The present system of law enforcement is facing a lot of challenges due to lack of international protocols to transfer evidence across the globe.  This calls for another exclusive UN convention on online sexual exploitation and online trafficking.  What I mean is that the existing UN convention of 2000 needs a revision or we need another convention to address this issue of internet abuse.
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