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To Whom it May Concern,
I am writing from Germany, a country with a famously liberalized prostitution policy that I have come to oppose. As a teenager my school years were punctuated by friends and acquaintances confiding experiences of sexual assault and rape, which repeatedly involved a camera and imitations of mainstream pornography. This led me to investigate the reality of the porn industry which I soon realized heavily intersects with prostitution. Now, at 27, I work in the non-profit sector combating violence against women and girls, am completing a Master’s Degree in the political science field and speak publicly on these issues.
For the past 8 years I have immersed myself in scientific and autobiographical literature, spoken with various experts, including survivors, and personally conducted investigations into e.g. prostitution advertising and reviewing websites which offer valuable insights into the realities and underlying mindset of the prostitution industry. I consider them both a form and amplifier for dehumanization of and violence against women in prostitution, whether they are in the industry by choice, circumstance or force. The broad patterns I will describe have been confirmed by myriad international research.
I highly appreciate the Special Rapporteur’s commission for public input on prostitution and violence against women and I believe my input to be relevant to many of the questions posed.
Prostitution advertising sites
To illustrate how prostitution advertising works I will use the example of KaufMich (lit. “BuyMe”), Germany’s largest prostitution advertising platform: As of January 2024, KaufMich ranks as Germany’s 198th most popular website, tracking 8.8 million visits in the last month (my own investigation was conducted in January 2023).
Nearly all KaufMich advertising profiles display photos of the woman, partially or fully naked. For anonymity’s sake, many faces are obscured, creating a sea of headless naked bodies. Women frequently pose in distorted, uncomfortable-looking and submissive poses. Close-up shots are common, showing breasts, butts, sometimes genitals. On one occasion, I encountered images of a seemingly pregnant belly. “Glamour shots” are rare. In fact, many women look unwell, while frequent evidence of plastic surgery adds a surreal note.
Naturally, women use aliases, but these come with frequent add-ons of dehumanizing adjectives or nouns, such as: Hot, horny, spicy, wet, wild, sexy, lewd, tasty, nasty, dirty, doll, geisha, lolita, kitten, sow, (three-hole-)mare, beast, nympho, sl*t, MILF (“Mother I’d Like to F*ck”), *ss, choke me, shemale, c*m-sl*t, anal addict etc.
Naming conventions also frequently involve references to a woman's country of origin or race, leading to exoticization and hyper-racialization of non-white or Slavic women (a pattern confirmed in research). Seared into my mind are the image of a black woman photographed with two pineapples in front of her breasts, as well as a childlike Latina woman with indigenous-looking jewelry, standing naked in a river with a jungle backdrop. Asian women presented as infantilized (school girls) are too many to count. A racial hierarchy exists wherein men pay most for white Western Women, followed by Asian women from industrialized nations, then those from poorer nations and Eastern European white women, with black and indigenous women often relegated to the lowest tier. To survive in this hierarchy, Chinese women often advertise as Japanese, while Romanian women attempt to pass as Spanish or Greek. A disability may be highlighted as well, e.g. on U.S. American site UtopiaGuide, I found discussion of a woman with dwarfism advertised as “Polly Pocket”.
Further a profile will state age, a categorization as female, male or transgender, specified height, weight, breast size and hair color, as well as whether the person smokes, has piercings, tattoos or pubic hair. The ad profile will also state prices, available hours, locations and “services”. Everything mentioned here can be filtered to the user's specifications, for instance: “Brunette, Eastern European, slim, not above 55 kg, does anal”.
Lastly a profile contains an advertising text describing the supposed “service” and motivation, usually painting the woman as a “nymphomaniac” or “hobby wh*re”. Here’s an abbreviated exemplary text from KaufMich dated October 1st, 2022:
“I am a h*rny nympho, who just wants a big hot c*ck inside of her so she can scream! I was my hometown’s biggest sl*t since age 13 and nothing has changed about that since.”
I believe prostitution advertising platforms tell us very little about the women on them, but a lot about the average buyer and his “appetite” for objectification, pornification, and dehumanization. He is not a sadist per-se as he wants the illusion that the woman desires him, too, but this can create a slippery slope frequently culminating in the perception of her as “up for sex with anyone at any time” which means she “cannot be raped” – an attitude mirrored in research on sex buyers. Danger is thus baked into the very fabric of prostitution where women for their financial survival must meet men who have dehumanized them from the get-go.
Prostitution review sites
Prostitution advertising platforms often have associated review sites, specific to countries or states (e.g., Thailand), areas (e.g., streets), or acts (e.g., unprotected sex). These sites enable men to dissect women's appearance and behavior with the nonchalance of an Amazon product reviewer and reprimand or recommend them accordingly. Inspired by the pioneer work of survivor activist Huschke Mau and similar projects in Britain, Canada, France and Israel, I have personally dedicated significant time in recent years to reviewing such sites from Germany, New Zealand, New York state, USA, and, forthcoming, the Netherlands.
While the exact number of active users is hard to verify, e.g. Germany’s seven largest forums together comprise ~215.000 registered users with 5-20 times as many visitors at any given time. Notably, such websites are accessible in many countries via the regular internet. In Germany you can even find reviews of brothels on Google Maps. In countries like Sweden, where purchasing sex acts is prohibited while women themselves are decriminalized, forums are monitored by specialized police forces who use them to identify trafficking victims.
Men’s reviews break down women’s bodies into even more explicit than does the advertising: Here one finds explicit rating of the shape, color and firmness/tightness of a woman’s belly, buttocks, labia, vagina and anus. At times there are even references to the state of the woman’s teeth. Example of a German man reviewing a young woman from Bulgaria:
“Dark brown hair, ponytail. Very slim, a little anorexic, [on drugs]. Face: Well […] wouldn’t really call her pretty. Tits: Very small, but at least firm. Ca. 1,65m. Teeth: At least she has some and they’re only half-way brown.”
The review sites again showcase the extreme fetishism prevalent among sex buyers: Long threads discus the pros and cons of and ways to find women based on specific appearance, ethnicity, age and level of experience. In the prostitution context, “professional” isn’t necessarily a compliment, as many men look for a woman who can be more easily convinced to lower her prices and/or boundaries, colloquially called “fresh meat”. Women, perceived to have been in the industry for a long time, are often referred to as “used-up” or “stretched-out”. 
A typical prostitution “session” lasts 30-60 minutes: It begins with fellatio or a “handjob” while foreplay for the woman is commonly skipped. A mutually desired sexual encounter often includes cunnilingus, manual stimulation of the woman and/or “French-kissing”, but in prostitution these are “extras”, i.e. “chores” requiring payment. Next comes condom application. Arguments and even physical fights may occur when men want “no rubber sex”. This is followed by penetration in various positions until the man orgasms.
Acts proliferating in hardcore pornography may also be requested including: ejaculation on the face, swallowing semen, brutal anal sex sometimes followed by fellatio (“ass-to-mouth”), “gang-bangs”, “fisting”, BDSM acts including burning, cutting, beating and electrocution, as well as making women consume urine or feces. Filming such acts to share online does occur. As survivor Huschke Mau puts it:
“For johns, prostitutes are the crash test dummies among women.”
During this it is not unusual for men to notice that women are faking enthusiasm, dissociating, on drugs or actively in pain (“starfish”, robot”, “corpse”). Noticing the fact that they’re being endured makes some men stop, although many consider it “bad customer service" (German neologism: “rip-off-c*nt”), some get aggressive and even violent. I have many times encountered descriptions that likely meet the legal criteria for assault and rape, in some cases torture. Example from a German man:
„No french-kissing, neck-kissing, nipple-licking or cowgirl. Well, I then pounded away at her angrily because I was really mad at her. Her whining didn’t bother me. Don’t be deceived by her hot body. She’s a rip-off.”
On review forums men repeatedly report witnessing signs of trafficking which are rarely acted upon. They sometimes discuss traffickers’ tactics in disturbing detail, a small number admitting to consciously helping with “breaking-in”, i.e. raping a victim until she stops fighting back or expressing her distress which makes her “ready” for the men who aren’t sadists. In rare cases, one finds men admitting to the rape of minors. The groundwork for femicide may also be laid on forums: Schon & Hoheide (2021) provided a case breakdown of a German man who shot a Romanian woman in front of legal mega-brothel “Paradise”,  having previously complained about her “lack of gratitude” for his “investments”, spurred on by other forum users.
Finally, review forums show that men who pay for prostitution stay up-to-date regarding legislative discussions, unsurprisingly favoring a “legal” or “decriminalized” model, and react to world events, e.g. in rejoicing at the decreasing prices during the Covid-19 pandemic and trying to access women fleeing from war in Ukraine.
While some forum users express doubt about actions of others or even their own, they are few and far between. On the whole, a culture of extremist masculinity proliferates where boastful brutality and women treated as objects to be “used” and even “destroyed” is frequently rewarded. These attitudes are not unique and clearly mirrored in the broader culture. Nonetheless, here bigotry finds a highly condensed expression, the intermixing of extreme misogyny and racism with a customer mentality creating the perfect toxic stew. In my view it both constitutes and lays the groundwork for further psychological and physical violence against women and marginalized groups – inside and outside the trade.
Recommendations
Women in prostitution require platforms to advertise while they are financially dependent on the industry and I oppose any legislation that directly or inadvertently criminalizes them. It is operators of prostitution ad and review sites, making profit on the back of dehumanization and violence, who should be held accountable.
It is my understanding that bans on specific prostitution-related websites have occurred, recently e.g. in Ireland, however, they often move abroad and remain accessible to some degree. Nonetheless, in my view, every barrier put in the way of a (prospective) buyer of prostitution to access review sites helps to diminish their power and fights the normalization of rating and treating women as objects. Having prostitution advertising and review websites available on the regular internet while operators reap legal profits appears as a socio-political endorsement of the words expressed on and actions conducted via these websites. It helps to breed the attitude among prostitution buyers that no actions, including many that constitute criminal behavior, have consequences, a mentality I encountered most strongly in countries with legal prostitution regimes.
Regardless of where they end up being hosted, such websites can serve as gateways for social workers to reach out to women and law enforcement to act on evidence of criminal activity. It shouldn’t be activists doing this work but trained police departments, as is practiced in Sweden.
Lastly the subjects of sex buyers, advertising sites and review forums require much more dedicated research. On forums, specifically, no study has ever been conducted in Germany while Dr. Melissa Farley’s 2023 study was the first ever in-depth quantitative and qualitative work on German sex buyers.
I want to finish by quoting prostitution survivor Autumn Burris:
“Prostitution is #MeToo on steroids.”
Sincerely,
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