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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PERPETRATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS IN PROSTITUTION

Violence against women and girls in prostitution is a deeply troubling and rising issue that requires an understanding of the multiple factors contributing to its perpetuation. With the advancement of feminism and human rights organizations, one would expect that violence against women and girls in prostitution would have seen a drastic decrease by now but unfortunately, this a topic that is highly brushed off. Whether this is because of respectability politics in society or the fear of cancel culture currently in society, it is hard to tell the root cause of this huge neglect of the rights of women and girls in prostitution. This essay will prove that even though people who initiate and/or take part in violent acts bear direct responsibility, societal norms and government policies share a liability when it comes to understanding the cause of violence against women and girls in prostitution.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Women and girls often get into prostitution as minors. A good number are recruited into prostitution by force, fraud or coercion, or find themselves opting to prostitution due to economic constraints. The need to get into prostitution is catalyzed by different factors such as, some women needing money to support themselves, their families and their children; and others needing money to support their drug habits. Regardless of the cause for entering into prostitution, abuse has always been an everyday theme in the lives of prostitutes, and while some may experience abuse for the first time in their lives while in prostitution, a good number were abused as children, either physically or sexually or both. Others get into prostitution as the only way of survival after running away from an abusive situation, either from parents or their significant others (Michael & Kelly 2006). In a society that upholds very misogynistic and unrealistic sexual standards for women, running to prostitution as an option to escape abuse from their initial lifestyles often leads to worse abuse.
Societal attitudes towards gender, sexuality, and power dynamics notably influence the perpetration of violence against women and girls in prostitution. Entrenched patriarchal norms more often than not contribute to the objectification of women, fostering an environment where exploitation and abuse can easily thrive. Nana Darkoa, in her book ‘The Sex Lives of African Women’ (2021) talks about how women have and are always striving to achieve sexual freedom and agency in their diverse ways. However, sex still being a taboo topic in most African countries and communities, one can only imagine how much violence the women who challenge limiting beliefs about the sexuality of women face, affecting their safety and sense of self. Women are still getting judged for their sexual choices in a lot of places around the world with a lot of shame ascribed to experiences where women rarely have a choice, such as getting into sex work to earn a living. 
For instance, since the year (2024) began, Kenya has registered an alarming increase in femicide cases with at least 4 women having already been killed so far. The rise in femicide cases reflects a deeply concerning societal issue where victims are unjustly blamed for the violence they endure (Gachie, 2024). The misguided perspective that is taking precedence in Kenya currently-- that women in prostitution deserve death, as a way to “restore societal morality” not only perpetuates a dangerous culture of victim-blaming but also underscores the broader lack of empathy and respect for the rights of women engaged in sex work. Society needs to address such attitudes, fostering a more compassionate and understanding environment that recognizes and upholds the rights of all individuals, regardless of their occupation or circumstances. Efforts to combat femicide should include challenging harmful stereotypes and advocating for the protection and dignity of all women, regardless of their involvement in sex work.
Like society, governments have a huge responsibility to ensure that they protect and uphold the rights of everyone especially women, who have always been marginalized. However, governments have unfortunately been the ones that shape legal frameworks that propagate violence in prostitution. A lot of laws fail to adequately identify and promote the rights of sex workers, leaving the load to humanitarian organizations to fight for and promote the rights of said groups. A lot of countries have outdated laws that fail to put to regard the rights of sex workers which is a huge catalyst for violence against women and girls in prostitution. It is undeniable that without a sense of clear responsibility and accountability for acts of violence from the law, perpetrators will see easy targets to direct their acts of violence, leaving women vulnerable to exploitation. Governments should adopt comprehensive legal reforms as these are essential to establish clear guidelines that prioritize the safety and well-being of individuals in the sex industry.
Violence against women and girls in prostitution is also fueled in large part by the type of men who promote prostitution. Research has shown that men who visit prostitutes are often prevented from future visits by arrests or restraining orders, often feel entitled to sex with prostitutes if their significant others are not fulfilling them, are likely to have a criminal past, and more often than not have a history of violent offences, rape and property crime (Devon D. Brewer et. al. 2007). Additionally, research has shown that serial murderers were more often than not motivated by sex, were more sexually aggressive, had unusual sexual interests and active sexual fantasies, often planned out their activities, and/or engaged in rituals and body mutilation. 
In summary, the perpetration of violence against women and girls in prostitution comprises shared responsibility among the different bodies of society. To effectively curb violence against women and girls in prostitution, a multi-faceted approach that addresses societal norms, legal frameworks, law enforcement practices, and the underlying economic factors is necessary. Only through collective efforts can we create a society that upholds the rights and dignity of all individuals, regardless of their involvement in the sex industry.
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