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I have spent the last 10 years documenting programmes to control the spread of HIV among populations at high risk of HIV transmission in India and Kenya. This work has involved interviewing dozens of prostituting women in India, where I have lived for over 30 years.
My recently published novel, Object of Desire, explores the impact of India’s full decriminalization of prostitution, as recommended by UNAIDS, on the lives, rights, and health of young women from poor families. My novel was inspired and informed by the documented aftermath of prostitution’s decriminalization in various settings. 
I wrote Object of Desire because I believe that the United Nations’ target of decriminalizing prostitution in more than 90% of countries by 2025, as set by UNAIDS, is ill considered and is based on flawed scholarship, as I have explained on my blog and elsewhere.

I will respond to Questions 2, 4, 6, and 15.
Question 2. Describe the profile of women and girls affected by prostitution in your country, and provide disaggregated data, where possible. 

Women and girls affected by prostitution in India are overwhelmingly from poor families and circumstances that afford very few employment options. Studies investigating the reasons that women sell sex have found the following:
“Most of the people who sell sex in Asia do so because they are compelled by economic and social inequality and by terribly restricted life chances. Especially in the poorer countries of the region, they have no other realistic option. . . . Most sex workers in the lower ranks of the industry are victims of many kinds of social and economic injustice, and it is inaccurate and patronising to exaggerate their degree of agency and their power to negotiate with clients and the management of the industry. Some sex workers profit well from their work, but the sex trade as a whole is exploitative of the women and men who work within it.” (WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 2001)
“For many, the decision to engage in sex work is a reflection of limited livelihood options.” (Amnesty International 2016)
“The extent to which initiation of women and children into sex work involves individual choice may vary, but available data indicate that most women enter sex work as a result of poverty and consequences of rape, infertility, and/or divorce.” (Aral and Mann 1998)
“The failure of family support along with the lack of ability to provide for themselves due to poverty and illiteracy were key factors why the women in this study had adopted prostitution.”  (Chattopadhyay, Bandyopadhyay, and Duttagupta 1994)
“The findings of the study indicate that poverty, marital abuse, sexual abuse and the death of a parent or husband were the main reasons for entry into prostitution. The majority of the respondents were sold into prostitution by family members or acquaintances. . . . As indicated throughout the literature on women in prostitution, poverty/impoverishment was the most common theme to emerge as the reason for entry into prostitution.”  (Karandikar, Gezinski, and Meshelemiah 2011 cite Mukherjee and Das 1996; Nair 2003; and UNDP 2002)
“For the most part, prostitution as actually practised in the world usually does satisfy the elements of trafficking. It is rare that one finds a case in which the path to prostitution and/or a person’s experiences within prostitution do not involve, at the very least, an abuse of power and/or an abuse of vulnerability. Power and vulnerability in this context must be understood to include power disparities based on gender, race, ethnicity and poverty. Put simply, the road to prostitution and life within ‘the life’ is rarely one marked by empowerment or adequate options.” (ECOSOC 2006)
“Many women who initiate sex work are not forced physically, but do so because of reasons over which they had little or no control. . . . Studies in India show that women either involve in sex work involuntarily, often due to economic reasons (Blanchard et al. 2005), or they are forced into sex work (Dandona et al. 2006; Silverman et al. 2007). . . . This study shows that many women who enter sex work are not forced physically but do so due to compelling reasons that are beyond their control.”  (Saggurti et al. 2011)
“Due to limited employment opportunities and omnipresence of workplace sexual harassment, sex work becomes a survival mechanism for vulnerable women with poor literacy skills and lack of family support (Gupta 2004; Lawyers Collective 2003). . . . For most of the women in my study, sex work was reported as their last resort.” (Sinha 2015)
”Sex workers’ narratives on their pathways to sex work were intertwined with themes of disempowerment that framed reasons for entering sex work in a context of constrained choices: economic insecurity and familial poverty, loss of a male breadwinner, limited alternative work opportunities that were often coercive, and occasionally also coercive or deceptive initiations into sex work.” (Swendeman 2014)
Such findings reflect the testimonies of dozens of female sex workers I have interviewed while documenting the approaches and impacts of HIV prevention interventions.
Question 4. What forms of violence are prostituted women and girls subjected to (physical, psychological, sexual, economic, administrative, or other)?

Violence against people who sell sex is common (Decker et al. 2013; Shannon et al. 2009). In interviews of 123 people who sell sex in Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, 122 respondents reported having experienced violence in the context of prostitution (Bhattacharjya et al. 2015). A study of violence against prostituted women in the US found that they were 17 times as likely to be murdered as women of similar age and race (Potterat et al. 2004). Interviews with 854 people currently or recently in prostitution in nine countries found that 71% were physically assaulted and 63% were raped in prostitution, and, of 826 respondents examined, 68% met criteria for diagnosis of PTSD (Farley et al. 2003).
Many women have described the violence that they experienced in prostitution. Here are just a few examples of such testimony:
Andrea Heinz spent seven years in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada’s municipally-licensed and regulated prostitution regime (2006-2013), and recently co-authored, When Men Buy Sex, Who Really Pays? Canadian Stories of Exploitation, Survival and Advocacy, in which the ubiquity of violence in prostitution is clearly evident (“violence” has 74 entries in the book’s index). In her submission to the Special Rapporteur, Heinz writes,

“I was regularly abused by sex buyers, and at times, licensed brothel owners. More than 4,300 men used my body for their one-sided sexual gratification, many of them slapping me, biting me, spitting on me, verbally abusing me, secretly filming me, choking me, removing condoms, stalking me, and demanding every disgusting act of sexual perversion one can imagine – acts of non-state torture.  I became an empty shell of a human, operating in a constant state of hypervigilance, dissociation, and numbness.”  
On her blog, Renee Gerlich published the following accounts of violence experienced by Rae Story, Jade, and Chelsea, survivors of New Zealand’s decriminalized prostitution industry.
Rae Story, excerpt from Working in a New Zealand brothel was anything but ‘a job like any other’, published on Feminist Current

“The boss liked us to work most nights and so the constant interference from (often) rabid men left us bruised and sore. This one particular john had a thick penis, which he liked to jab in and out of me, as hard and fast as he could. Initially, I tried to breathe deeply and relax my muscles, but the pain was excruciating. I began to hold onto his hips to slow him down, push him away from me, but he got impatient and then angry, before flouncing off to complain, as though he was the victim of some great injustice. . . . One imagines, looking back, that the other women had to learn how to alleviate these situations for themselves — learn how to cope with the bruising, the discomfort, the tiredness, the objectification, and the hours of unpaid and thankless work they conducted for the benefit of the brothel.”
Jade, excerpt from The Fake You, published in Prostitution Narratives, edited by Melinda Tankard Reist and Caroline Norma 
“There’s no ‘how to’ when learning to be a prostitute. I was at the mercy of the clients who would take advantage of my lack of personal boundaries. I would be left with bruises all over my body from the rough sex, men always wanted to imitate hardcore porn, acting out the sexual violence they were feeding on. The drunker they were, the angrier they would get until they were in hateful rages. Those were the times my vagina would bleed from the trauma. I had no-one to tell or to help me as we (the girls) were experiencing the same thing…
Over ten years I estimate I have been raped at least 30 times and suffered about 2,500 severely violent attacks. I never got any medical treatment…
It took 18 months of intense residential treatment to overcome the trauma of sex work, then a further two and a half years of living in supported accommodation before the fear and anxiety of participating in everyday life was overcome. I still have regular counselling; the psychological effect of sex work has had an incredibly debilitating effect on my life. It is hard to maintain relationships after you have been treated night after night with contempt. It is hard to value yourself when you have been sold for as little as a packet of cigarettes.”
And Chelsea wrote,
“I don’t know any woman whose own personal sexuality drives her to be with a succession of strangers, catering to these strange men’s desires while struggling to uphold the very minimum of safety precautions, until we are sore, raw, swollen, chaffing, and torn. This is not consent, this is coercion. This is not sex work, this is rape. This is economic exploitation. This is women’s oppression.”
Question 6. Describe the linkages, if any, between prostitution and the violation of the human rights of women and girls.
A UNDP and UNFPA study in Asia in 2015 described the impact of violence on the rights of women who sell sex. "Sex workers experience extreme physical, sexual, emotional and economic violence at work, in health care and custodial settings, in their neighbourhoods and in their homes. This violence denies sex workers their fundamental human rights — to equal protection under the law; to protection from torture and from cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment; and to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health." (Bhattacharjya et al. 2015)
It is crucial to recognize that, by expanding and normalizing the market for sex, the decriminalization of prostitution will jeopardize the rights of many girls and women who are not currently in the sex trade.
Decriminalization will undermine and frustrate efforts to promote girls’ education. Eliminating gender disparities in education is target 4.5 of Sustainable Development Goal 4, because increasing girls’ educational attainment is imperative for social progress (Lloyd 2009; Summers 1994). Keeping adolescent girls in school reduces their vulnerability to HIV infection, slows population growth, improves maternal and child health and survival, and raises women’s social standing. If prostitution is decriminalized, girls in low-income families will be more likely to be pushed into prostitution by parents who don’t value or who struggle to afford girls’ education.
Discontinuing their education and forcing them to sell sex would violate their right to liberty (Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 3), their right to freedom from degrading treatment (Article 5), their right to free choice of employment (Article 23), and their right to education (Article 26).
A normalized market for sex will also drive more women into prostitution, because a legal market for sex will increase the pressure on women in low-income households to sell sex, and will motivate human traffickers to meet buyers’ incessant demand for new women by increasing recruitment (Cho, Dreher, and Neumayer 2013; Huisman and Kleemans 2014; Jakobsson and Kotsadam 2013; Transcrime 2005).
Furthermore, prostitution is incompatible with women’s and girls’ fundamental rights to dignity and bodily autonomy. 
Question 15. What recommendations do you have to prevent and end violence associated with the prostitution for women and girls?
The findings of research and the testimonies of survivors clearly indicate that it is inaccurate and misleading to speak of prostitution as either a choice or a job. Since sexual harassment (unwanted sexual objectification/contact) is recognized as violence against women and girls and hence a violation of their rights, prostitution should also be acknowledged as such.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe that the best way to reduce violence against prostituting women and girls is by reducing the number of women who are compelled to sell sex for survival. This is best achieved by the Nordic Model, which enhances supportive services that enable women to reject and exit prostitution, while simultaneously discouraging demand by prohibiting the purchase of sex, with the goal of abolishing prostitution altogether. 
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