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1. Provide examples of the hidden forms of prostitution, and explain to what extent they are recognized and dealt with as such?
Hidden forms of prostitution, such as bar waitress and client prostitution, massage parlor involvement, relationship-based transactions, and various online exploitations, present complex challenges in recognition and intervention. Bar-based prostitution involves waitresses providing sex discreetly, often coerced by employers and client. Massage parlors hide commercial sex services within seemingly legitimate offerings. Relationship prostitution, involving multiple partners providing financial support, remains unrecognized due to the lack of explicit arrangements. Online sexual exploitation occurs through mobile phones, in bars, clubs, lodges, and online platforms, making regulation difficult. Common forms like street displays, barmaids, transactional sex, and phone-based solicitation face varying levels of recognition. 
2. Describe the profile of women and girls affected by prostitution in your country, and provide disaggregated data, where possible. 
In my country, women and girls affected by prostitution are predominantly from poverty-stricken households, often compelled by economic desperation and lack of employment opportunities. Many hail from rural areas, aged between 13 to 30, with clients often targeting younger girls assumed to be free from educational commitments. Vulnerable populations, including those facing poverty, refugees, and internally displaced persons, are disproportionately impacted, and disaggregated data could unveil additional factors such as ethnicity, age, and urban/rural residence. The profile of individuals engaged in prostitution is often marked by physical indicators like specific dress codes (indecent dressing), tattoos, bleaching, body piercings, bracelets, and unique hairstyles. Their living conditions include slum and hidden ghetto areas with dilapidated housing, and they often wear skimpy dresses while using vulgar and abusive language. These individuals may be engaged in drugs and substance abuse, exhibit impatience, and are characterized as aggressive or short-tempered. 
3. Describe the profile of those who solicit women in prostitution and whether such relations are regulated, and provide supporting data, where possible.
Individuals who solicit women in prostitution in my country are predominantly youth aged 15 to 30, often unmarried and using alcoholic substances. Young boys under 18 soliciting prostitutes are typically those living around brothels or areas where sex workers operate. The solicitors encompass various groups, motivated by economic factors or seeking transactional relationships, with the act of solicitation being criminalized. Enforcement, however, remains inconsistent, and there is a lack of detailed supporting data. These solicitors come from diverse backgrounds, including drunkards, youth, boda boda riders, truck drivers, security officers, bouncers, deejays, bar/lodge/brothel/hotel and restaurant owners, elder men, and single men. Pimps, brothel/bar/hotel owners, and friends are also involved in solicitation. Specific instances include bar owners recruiting barmaids to attract more customers, human traffickers recruiting women and girls into sex work for personal gains, and individuals organizing sex and house parties. 
4. What forms of violence are prostituted women and girls subjected to (physical, psychological, sexual, economic, administrative, or other)?
Physical violence often emanates from clients refusing to pay the girls in sex work, with trafficked individuals coerced through abuse by their bosses. Sexual violence is prevalent, especially when clients fail to pay, leading to instances of gang rape, particularly for those engaging in online transactions or being taken to clients' homes. Economic violence compounds their struggles, as the lack of legal recognition for prostitution makes it challenging to seek justice for unpaid services. Perpetrators encompass clients, pimps, and sometimes law enforcement, contributing to a complex and underground dynamic. The violence manifests in various brutal forms such as battering, strangling leading to death, rape, robbery/theft, none payment, death threats, stabbing, assault, forced unprotected sexual intercourse, anal sex, and even human sacrifice. 
5. Who is responsible for the perpetration of violence against women and girls in prostitution?
Violence against women and girls in prostitution is perpetrated by various actors, with clients emerging as major perpetrators, often resorting to violence when refusing payment. Pimps also contribute to the cycle of violence, especially when sex workers resist their instructions. Law enforcement officers, arresting prostitutes, become perpetrators through sexual harassment during apprehension. Additional perpetrators include traffickers, owners of bars/lodges/hotels/brothels and restaurants, guardians, parents, relatives, peers, local leaders, and spouses. Fellow prostitutes, police, violent clients, pimps, bar/brothel/lodge owners, and motor cycle taxi men can also be implicated. Clients/customers, police officers, truck drivers, traffickers, and even relatives/family members contribute to the perpetration of violence against women and girls in prostitution. 
6. Describe the linkages, if any, between prostitution and the violation of the human rights of women and girls.
This linkage between prostitution and human rights violations is evident in the denial of dignity, security, and health rights, with discrimination, violence, and lack of agency contributing to these violations. Harsh and aggressive police operations further exacerbate the situation, sometimes leaving women naked and injured. Human rights violations against sex workers often stem from societal prejudice, transgressions against traditional norms, and corruption within law enforcement. Detailed national data is essential for a comprehensive analysis of these linkages, emphasizing the urgent need for legal reforms, social awareness, and support systems to protect the rights of women and girls in prostitution. Sex workers, suffering from discrimination and frequent human rights violations, become targets of violent crimes due to offenders' belief that these victims will not report such incidents to the police. 
7. What links are there between pornography and/or other forms of sexual exploitation and prostitution?
Links between pornography and prostitution exist, as both activities reinforce harmful narratives and societal attitudes towards sex work and the role of women. The normalization of prostitution in pornography can influence children to join the trade, while consumers of pornography may be more inclined to seek out prostitutes, as it can train men to abuse women. Pornography is also seen as a form of online prostitution, with individuals featured in videos later being sold as prostitutes to clients who inquire about them. The legal definition of trafficking for commercial sex can be met if pornographers recruit, entice, or obtain women for photographing live commercial sex acts. Specific data on these links is limited, but commonalities include the prevalence of both industries in bars, lodges, brothels, hotels, restaurants, slum environments, cities, and trading centers. Drug and alcohol abuse, specific dress codes, and the involvement of young people/youth further characterize these environments. Pornography is identified as a factor fueling the demand for sex trade, with pimps using pornographic materials to lure young girls into prostitution by showing them what is expected. 
8. How is the issue of consent dealt with? Is it possible to speak about meaningful consent for prostituted women and girls?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The issue of consent in prostitution is complex, and meaningful consent for prostituted women and girls is often undermined by a range of factors. Their vulnerability and, in some cases, previous experiences of trauma contribute to a context where even apparent consent may be false. Additionally, those who are trafficked into prostitution do not provide genuine consent, as they are coerced and manipulated, with some being minors unable to legally provide consent. The intricacies of consent in prostitution are further complicated by power dynamics and economic vulnerability, challenging the adequacy of legal frameworks to address these complexities. Cultural factors also play a role in shaping the concept of meaningful consent. In practice, consent is often undermined by customers who violate the rights of sex workers, deviating from the agreed-upon terms. 
9. How effective have legislative frameworks and policies been in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls in prostitution?
The legislative frameworks and policies pertaining to violence against women and girls in prostitution exhibit significant shortcomings. While there are no specific laws tailored to protect the rights of girls and women engaged in prostitution, existing laws designed to safeguard human rights in the country are often violated in the context of commercial sex work. For instance, laws protecting individuals from inhuman and degrading treatment are frequently breached, and the right to freedom from discrimination is compromised as sex work is deemed illegal. The current legislative landscape criminalizes certain aspects of prostitution, but the effectiveness of these frameworks in preventing and responding to violence is inconsistent.
10. What measures are in place to collect and analyze data at the national level with a view to better understanding the impact that prostitution has on the rights of women and girls?
Data collection on the impact of prostitution on the rights of women and girls at the national level faces significant challenges, including stigma and underreporting. Existing measures to collect such data are limited, indicating a gap in understanding the multifaceted consequences of prostitution. Collaborative efforts involving law enforcement, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and researchers are essential to enhance data collection mechanisms, ensuring a more comprehensive and accurate understanding of the impact of prostitution on the rights of women and girls. The establishment of robust measures for data collection and analysis is crucial for informing effective policies and interventions that address the complex challenges faced by individuals involved in prostitution.
11. What measures are in place to assist and support women and girls who wish to leave prostitution?
Measures to assist and support women and girls who wish to leave prostitution encompass counseling, vocational training, and more comprehensive programs addressing the root causes of entry, coupled with economic opportunities. Initiatives include providing employable skills through vocational training and psychosocial support, offering start-up equipment for small-scale businesses, and conducting career guidance sessions to encourage participation in savings and loans groups for capital generation. Additionally, some individuals in prostitution engage in skills training, and awareness campaigns highlight the dangers of prostitution. Continuous counseling and guidance are provided to victims and survivors.
12. What are the obstacles faced by organizations and frontline service providers in their mission to support victims and survivors of prostitution?
Organizations and frontline service providers face significant obstacles in their mission to support victims and survivors of prostitution, stemming from the illegal and unrecognized status of prostitution in Uganda. Inadequate funding poses a major hurdle, hindering the effectiveness of these organizations. Poor justice systems marked by corruption further complicate their work, limiting the impact of interventions. Opposition from perpetrators, often benefiting financially from trafficking girls into sex work, presents a formidable challenge, with some holding influential government positions. Societal reluctance to accept individuals back into their communities after engagement in commercial sex work adds another layer of difficulty, impeding successful reintegration efforts. 
13. What are some of the lessons learned about what works and what does not when it comes to stemming any negative human rights consequences from the prostitution of women and girls?
Relapses into commercial sex work are more likely when the provided solutions lack long-term viability. Additionally, comprehensive involvement of all stakeholders in a victim's life is crucial for holistic change, addressing the root causes that led them to engage in commercial sex work. Successful strategies incorporate a combination of legal reforms, support services, and public awareness campaigns tailored to the specific context of Uganda. Importantly, survivor input plays a key role in understanding what works and tailoring interventions accordingly. This holistic approach, considering sustainability, stakeholder involvement, legal reforms, and survivor perspectives, contributes to more effective initiatives in preventing and addressing the negative human rights consequences of the prostitution of women and girls.
14. Are frontline organizations and survivors' organizations sufficiently included in policymaking at the national and international level?
The extent of inclusion of frontline organizations and survivors' organizations in policymaking at both national and international levels varies. While there may be some involvement, particularly in the initial stages of consultation, the level of participation in policy formulation remains limited. Efforts should be made to enhance and ensure meaningful inclusion, allowing the voices of frontline organizations and survivors to significantly influence policymaking processes. 
15. What recommendations do you have to prevent and end violence associated with the prostitution for women and girls?
Tackling socio-economic factors and involving communities in prevention efforts are deemed crucial in the Ugandan context. Despite the challenges associated with the illegal status of prostitution, efforts should be directed toward ending it through legal reforms and community engagement. Training law enforcers is essential to ensure that victims of violence are assisted without judgment, emphasizing their rights and avenues for support. 







