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Introduction
The reality of women and girls trapped in sexual violence and prostitution remains widespread. Although international law recognizes that prostitution is inconsistent with human dignity and worth, prostitution is included as an essential element in the crime of trafficking in persons for the purposes of sexual exploitation. Women are being exploited as weapons in terrorist operations in Africa, alarmingly. In recent years, Africa has witnessed widespread violations against women in areas where terrorist groups are active. Tens of thousands of women are subjected to rape and sexual and physical violence there.
In this context, Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights submit this report to the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls on the reality of sexual violence against women in the most unstable countries in Africa, such as Somalia and Sudan.
1. Somalia
Somalia has long experienced conflict and instability, worsened by climatic shocks, including droughts, floods and cyclones. As a result, the UNOCHA estimates that 3.8 million Somalis have been displaced within the country, 80% of whom are women and children. Many live in camps for internally displaced people (IDPs). This has led to an alarming increase in conflict-related sexual violence in Somalia. This included the use of sexual violence and forced marriage by non-state actors, as well as attacks attributed to government forces and tribal militias. In addition to sexual violence as a weapon of war.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  WHO in Somalia, WHO, July 2023, https://bitly.ws/39e5j] 

In 2022 the United Nations reported 340 cases of conflict-related sexual violence, primarily attributed to clan militias and Al-Shabaab. Rape and attempted rape were the most frequently reported forms of sexual violence.
In January 2023, the Federal Government of Somalia (FGS) adopted a national action plan to address conflict-related sexual violence. However, there has been a delay in passing supporting laws, such as the 2018 sexual offences bill. as well as Article 408(1) criminalized “compelled prostitution” of a person through violence or threats, prescribing penalties of two to six years’ imprisonment, which were sufficiently stringent but not commensurate with those prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape.
In 2022, the OAG established the Human Trafficking and Immigration Crimes Unit, mandated to investigate and initiate the prosecution of crimes related to human trafficking and immigration violations. Similar to previous years, the government did not systematically gather or report statistics for trafficking victims, and reporting remained largely anecdotal.
Al-Shabaab exploits women and girls in sexual slavery and forced marriage to al-Shabaab militants. IDPs, minority populations, women residing in al-Shabaab territory, and Somali children working in informal sectors remain the most vulnerable to sex trafficking and forced labor.[footnoteRef:2] From September 2022 to June 2023, 233 GBV cases were documented, with physical assault (16.74 percent) and rape (13.73 percent) most commonly reported.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  2023 Trafficking in Persons Report, US department of state, 2023, https://bitly.ws/39emt  ]  [3:  Addressing gender-based violence against women activists in Somalia: Violence Observatory Systems, November 2023, relief web, 1 Dec 2023, https://bitly.ws/39enF ] 

2. Sudan
Nine months after the Sudanese war, which caused the death of 12,000 people and the displacement of about 8 million so far. Besides, human rights violations in Sudan that must be investigated urgently and immediately since the beginning of the conflict amid deteriorating humanitarian, health and security conditions.
What is most disturbing and terrifying of all are the inhumane crimes committed against women in conflict areas. Sudan has a long and painful history of sexual violence against women and girls during armed conflict, which has never been addressed. Indeed, reported incidents of sexual assault have increased by 50% since the beginning of the last conflict.[footnoteRef:4] The World Health Organization says more than four million women and girls in Sudan are at risk of sexual violence, specifically in Al-Jazira State now, since the Rapid Support took control of the state and imposed its control on Wad Madani in mid-December. Campaigns on social media are increasing, and the most popular hashtag for days has been “Save Sudan and protect women from rape.”  [4:  Sexual assault rose 50% in Sudan according to UN report, CNN, August 2023, https://bitly.ws/39fju ] 

Dozens of tweets spread daily from women searching for the locations of birth control pills and abortion pills in Wad Madani because they were unable to obtain them due to the conflict, and others discussing ways to deal with rape cases due to the Rapid Support Forces’ use of rape and violence. Mass rape as a weapon of war in Darfur and Khartoum, and many declared that they would kill themselves before being assaulted, indicating that death is more merciful than rape. It is worth noting that the cases of rape recorded in various medical facilities rose to 370 cases at the level of Khartoum State and the Darfur region.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  54 new cases of rape in Khartoum and Darfur, Sudan Pulse, December 14, 2023, https://bitly.ws/39fik ] 

It is worth noting that the documented cases do not represent more than 2% of the reality, in light of the presence of rapid support sites in most of Sudan.[footnoteRef:6] Moreover, attacks on women in Khartoum and Darfur took place inside homes when they were stormed, and the preventive measures taken by women, by not leaving homes, did not provide them with protection. Despite the international condemnations and sanctions imposed on the Rapid Support to stop its attack and refrain from sexual assaults on women, women still live in constant fear of being assaulted inside their homes in sites controlled by the Rapid Support. [6:    “Widespread sexual assaults.” Sudanese women learn self-defense in training camps, Al Jazeera, October 6, 2023, https://bitly.ws/39o2V ] 

Recommendations
Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights submits the following recommendations to the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls within the framework of reducing the phenomenon of sexual violence against women and girls that is widespread in Sudan and Somalia.
· Maat calls for the government of Somalia to Urgently pass the Sexual Offences Bill (SOB) and strengthen other national legal frameworks, to effectively address conflict-related sexual violence, ensuring that perpetrators are held accountable, and survivors have access to justice.
· Maat urges the Sudanese government to Enact victim-centered laws and legal measures that specifically focus on sexual violence, in line with international humanitarian and human rights law standards, including redress and psycho-social support for survivors of sexual violence, whether during conflict or post-conflict.
· Maat calls on the Federal Government of Somalia to strengthen protection measures for women and girls, including those who have been displaced by drought and exposed to violence, and ensure their needs are integrated into a wider humanitarian response plan.
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