Input to the Special Rapporteur on the linkage between prostitution and violence against women.

Submission by the Swedish survivor organization Inte Din Hora (Not Your Whore)

Provide examples of the hidden forms of prostitution, and explain to what extent they are recognized and dealt with as such?
Many individuals and organizations who claim that prostitution is work and/or a free choice also claim that the criminalization of purchase of sexual acts has led to prostitution going “underground” or becoming “hidden” in Sweden. And thus, more difficult to police. As survivors with firsthand experience of prostitution in Sweden we want to reject and problematize this claim. The prostitution market would not be able to exist if sex buyers were not able to find women to exploit. The only difference to other countries is that the “marketing” or “advertisement” of prostitution does not occur through publicly available avenues or state-sanctioned brothels.  Instead, this occurs through online platforms hosted outside the confines of the law, or facilities like massage parlors, which everybody, including the police, knows are used for prostitution. 

Like in any other country the sex trade is an inherently obscure phenomenon and exploiters and pimps continuously find new ways and arenas where they can groom women and girls into prostitution, or mask and hide what is actually going on. One of these more “hidden” forms of prostitution is “sugar dating”. Sugar dating is always prostitution, but sex buyers and the platform owners (pimps) use words and descriptions with the intention to conceal the fact that it is sexual acts that are being marketed and bought on these platforms. This, as an attempt to protect the sex buyers and avoid prosecution by making police investigations more difficult.
Describe the profile of women and girls affected by prostitution in your country, and provide disaggregated data, where possible. 
All our members have previous or current experience of commercial sexual exploitation, including prostitution. The vast majority of our members are women. We also have a few members who identify as transgender or non-binary. All of us have one or more risk factors in our background. Many have previous experiences of sexual violence or violence from a male partner, and many of us have previous mental health problems before entering prostitution and almost all of us have suffered, or are suffering, from it as a consequence of prostitution. 
Common factors that can push someone into prostitution are: some form of poverty, other personal crises, addiction, grooming at an early age or coercion or force by another person. Studies in Sweden show that 15 years old is a common age to enter prostitution. This is also the case for many of our members. Many of us were abused through commercial sexual exploitation for the first time when we were children.        
Describe the profile of those who solicit women in prostitution and whether such relations are regulated, and provide supporting data, where possible.
The most common feature of those who purchase women and girls for prostitution is that they are all men. They are from different ages, ethnicities, social class etc, but they are always men. It’s very uncommon that you encounter first time buyers, they are a minority. A common feature is that the buyers are men who have bought sex before. Another common feature is that they usually want to do acts that are inspired by things they have seen in pornography. 
What forms of violence are prostituted women and girls subjected to (physical, psychological, sexual, economic, administrative, or other)?
We feel that we have been subjected to some kind of violence every time we have been bought. We have not enjoyed or wanted to do sexual acts with the men that have bought us. In order to survive every sexual act, we have all used different survival mechanisms. A few of us have lied to ourselves, that we are doing this out of free will, that we don’t care about or don’t get affected by what is being done to us. Many of us have needed to dissociate to endure the acts done to us, and many of us have turned to substance abuse to numb ourselves against the violence of being bought and having our bodies used for somebody else's sexual pleasure.
Besides the above-mentioned, other forms of violence are very common when you are in prostitution. All of us have experienced some form of violence while in prostitution. The violence can range from threats of violence, different forms of sexual violence, physical violence, psychological violence, to economic and material violence. Examples of things we have experienced are men who have forced or pressured us to do more extreme acts, men who have locked the doors, who have not paid, who have filmed us without our consent, who have raped, kidnapped, and beaten us.   
Who is responsible for the perpetration of violence against women and girls in prostitution?
The main perpetrators of violence are the sex buyers and pimps. The sex buyers are the ones who coerce us into giving consent for them to sexually abuse us. Sometimes they don’t even need to coerce us, because we are trafficked and already forced by a pimp. And even when they know that we have been trafficked, they have still bought our bodies. Sex buyers and pimps are the ones who have subjected us to degrading acts and to humiliating treatment.   
Even though Sweden has the sex purchase act, and that society is supposed to support women in prostitution and help them exit, the support system has not worked properly. Instead, many of us have suffered indirect violence by the lack of support from society. Many of us have not received the proper psychological care that we need, even if we have had extensive contact with the health care system. Some of us have been denied help from our municipalities despite the fact that they are obliged to offer help. Even though there is a wide understanding of prostitution as violence against women in society, we have still encountered professionals who have had a limited understanding of this and who have acted in a stigmatizing or degrading way towards us. Despite this we still want to emphasize that many of us also have received help and understanding but the support system is way too unequal. The best and the most extensive support available is still concentrated in the bigger cities. A new state inquiry has recently presented a series of proposals to address this problem, which we expect the government to implement.      
Describe the linkages, if any, between prostitution and the violation of the human rights of women and girls.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Prostitution is a violation of our human dignity. Our right to freedom, liberty, and security. It is a violation of our right to not be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. States who allow impunity for sex buyers, pimps and brothel owners also violate the CEDAWS convention article 6 that says that they shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women. Prostitution also violates many of the articles in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
What links are there between pornography and/or other forms of sexual exploitation and prostitution?
[bookmark: _30j0zll]The women and girls who are abused in pornography are the same women and girls that are being abused in prostitution. The only difference between prostitution and pornography is the camera in between. The trauma and damage can be just as big as in prostitution, if not worse, because the material can live on forever and you don’t have any control over it. The linkage between prostitution and pornography is very evident when looking at the experiences of our members. Many of our members have experience of being abused both through prostitution and pornography. The vast majority of us who have been abused through pornography, have all experience of prostitution as well. 
To be groomed into prostitution through pornography first, for example by sending pictures or films online is very common, especially for girls/children. But it can also be so that you are groomed into pornography through prostitution first. It is also common that sex buyers want to film when they buy sexual acts and many of us have been filmed or photographed by surprise, without our knowledge or consent. The link to prostitution is also evident in that many of the sex buyers want to try sexual acts that they have seen in pornography, in some cases because it is easier to pay us to participate in these acts than it is to find a sexual partner outside of prostitution who will consent to it.  
How is the issue of consent dealt with? Is it possible to speak about meaningful consent for prostituted women and girls?
It’s not possible or fair to talk about meaningful consent for women and girls in prostitution. As soon as a means of power, like force, coercion or money is used to achieve access to a person’s body you cannot talk about real consent. The use of means of power like money is proof that there is a power imbalance. And as soon as one party is coerced to engage in a sexual act, not for their own sexual pleasure, but as a result of a disadvantaged position, it is sexual abuse. This is always the case with prostitution. If there wasn’t money involved, the person in prostitution would never engage/tolerate a sexual act from the person (man) who pays.     
 
Is it really dignified for a civil society to pay for the right to abuse and violate a person? For us the answer is clear; of course not. And of course, there are a small minority that sell sex that feel that they do it out of free will and that don’t feel that they are subjected to abuse. But we want to emphasize that these people are a minority. They do not represent the women and girls who have experienced prostitution as a result of poverty or human trafficking. They do not represent the women and girls who are subjected to violence every day because rich countries choose to implement legislation that raises the demand for their bodies. It is not reasonable to adapt a system after a small minority whilst ignoring the majority and their experiences. It’s not possibly or morally acceptable to buy consent.    
How effective have legislative frameworks and policies been in preventing and responding to violence against women and girls in prostitution?
[bookmark: _1fob9te]The Swedish legislation has been very effective since we have not had any single murder of a person in prostitution by a pimp or sex buyer since the introduction of the sex purchase act. It has also reduced the demand for our bodies. The men who pay for our bodies are significantly fewer than in countries with a different legislative framework, like Germany. In Sweden approximately 1 out of 10 men have bought sex while in Germany 1 out 4 men have bought sex.[footnoteRef:0] The legislative framework has also been very effective in changing society’s view on prostitution and acceptance towards buying sex. As survivors of prostitution the sex purchase act is an important protective tool for us. It gives some level of power in the inherent power imbalance that we suffer whilst in prostitution. The law gives us the security to know that society always stands behind us. We know that we can always call the police and the Johns also know this. They are the ones who are doing a criminal act, and they are the ones who are afraid of the police. The law has also made it possible for many of us to achieve some sort of rectification for the abuse we have suffered. The law makes it possible to see who the perpetrator is and who the victim is. It recognizes what we have been through as violence. It acknowledges the trauma that we suffer and clarifies that sex purchasing is an act of violence and as such unacceptable by society. For us the law has also been crucial in our healing process since it alleviates the burden of shame and guilt and clearly states that the guilt and shame is on the perpetrator - the sex buyer.        [0: ] 

The law has also been effective in reducing the market for traffickers since it’s not as profitable to be a trafficker in Sweden and they have a higher risk of getting caught. This in turn has led to a “sellers’ market” where prices for prostitution are much higher here than in countries like Germany, who have a higher rate of competition because of high rates of trafficking and a legalized system. 
We also want to make it very clear that the law in Sweden does not mean that you can for example get evicted from your apartment for selling sex. This is not a legal ground for eviction, and the law is neither intended nor designed to achieve that. All of our members support the Swedish sex purchase act. It’s an important tool for our safety and our paths to exit prostitution. There have been many occasions when we have been able to help each other by filing complaints to the police and being witnesses at each other’s trials. This would never have been possible without the law.  
It's important to note that while Sweden has come a long way, there is still work to be done regarding the state offered support system. Much more is needed here. See the question below and the question about violence. 
What measures are in place to assist and support women and girls who wish to leave prostitution?
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Much of the support offered to those who want to leave prostitution is provided by NGO:s like women’s shelters, The Civil Society Platform and specialized NGO:s like Talita .  
In theory the whole Swedish welfare system is supposed to offer the help needed to women and girls who want to leave prostitution. The help is though not equally provided to us. The best state provided support is usually available in the bigger cities. The municipalities in the bigger cities have developed extensive and professionalized help through programs like MIKA. A big job is also done by police in the outreach work. This is a very important contribution in the state's effort to identify and help women and girls exit prostitution.   
Are frontline organizations and survivors' organisations sufficiently included in policymaking at the national and international level?
Since the creation of our organization in 2018 our voices have been more and more included in policymaking at the national level. We have been invited as experts in state inquiries, in political discussions, to conferences. Our members have also been invited to participate in different studies and evaluations. We also want to highlight that the Swedish sex purchase act was developed after extensive research and in-depth interviews with women in prostitution.  The sex purchase act was developed through the lived experiences of women in prostitution.   
At the international level we must say that our voices are not heard and taken into consideration in the same way. Way too often we see and hear how the pimp-lobby is working their way into the policymaking arenas and promoting their view of prostitution as “sex-work” and the decriminalization of sex buyers and pimps. This only serves to legitimize and to protect the sex industry, their business and their money. Not our rights and safety as they claim! 
What recommendations do you have to prevent and end violence associated with the prostitution for women and girls?
The main goal for every society that wants to end and prevent the violence associated with prostitution is to end the prostitution system! The Equality Model is the most effective model to achieve this.  
Prostitution and other types of commercial sexual exploitation are a form of violence. Therefore, if we want to prevent and end this violence against women, society needs to criminalize those who perpetuate these acts of  violence (profiteers and buyers) and decriminalize those who are subjected to it  (the person who is prostituted). Furthermore, in order to help prostituted persons exit prostitution society must offer support and exit programs. 

Inte Din Hora (Not Your Whore), representing over 150 survivors of commercial sexual exploitation
