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Introduction:
Ethiopia boasts a rich agricultural heritage dating back thousands of years. The agricultural sector plays a vital role in the country's economy, as it provides livelihoods for a large part of the population and contributes significantly to the GDP, in the same time, water resources are abundant in the country, especially from rains. Despite the challenges facing this sector, the promotion of food supply work in Ethiopia, under the pretext of producing more and more food for Ethiopia's growing population, is often used as an argument to justify unsustainable water management, and even used as a means to violate the rights of neighboring countries sharing the same water resources.
This report tries to answer some of the following questions from the Special Rapporteur regarding the situation in Ethiopia:
1. Can you explain your personal or community experience fulfilling your human right to safe drinking water, sanitation, and the human right to food? Do you think they are linked? Explain what the main sources of food and water are, as well as the quality of food and water.
Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights Association believes that there is a close relationship between the right to safe water and the right to food. Speaking of Ethiopia, for example, which owns about 38.5 million hectares of agricultural land, of which about 16 million hectares are cultivated and 20 million hectares are permanent pastures. Arable land in Ethiopia represents about 34% of the country's total land area. Oromia Region, Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR), and Amhara Region[footnoteRef:1] are major areas for agriculture. All of these areas lack sustainable water management, in light of the drought waves affecting Ethiopia as a country that is constantly exposed to drought, and climate change is expected to make droughts more frequent and severe. [1:  According the World Bank] 

Talking about the major sources of food in Ethiopia, some of the major crops and their production in Ethiopia include:
• Teff: It is grown on an area of 1.8 to 2.0 million hectares, producing 6 to 7 million metric tons annually.
• Coffee: Coffee is grown on an area between 400,000 and 500,000 hectares with an approximate production of 500,000 metric tons, of which 280,000 metric tons are exported.
• Corn: It is grown on an area between 2.0 and 2.5 million hectares and produces 5 to 6 million metric tons.
• Wheat: Wheat is grown on an area between 1.5 and 1.8 million hectares and produces 4 to 4.5 million metric tons.
• Barley: Barley is grown on an area between 0.5 and 0.7 million hectares and produces 1.5 to 1.8 million metric tons.
• Pulses and cereals: They are also exported to international markets with a total production of 3 million metric tons planted on an area of 2 million hectares.
• Oilseeds: Oilseeds are grown on an area of 2.5 million hectares and produce 750,000 metric tons, including sesame, of which the black share is more than 60%.
• Potatoes: Total potato production amounts to 6 million metric tons on an area of 0.7 million hectares.
• Sugarcane: Total production is 5 million metric tons.
• Bananas: Ethiopia produces 2 million metric tons of bananas.
• Livestock: play a vital role in the agricultural sector in Ethiopia. The country has a large population of cattle, sheep, goats and poultry, which contribute to food security and provide income for many rural families.
Speaking of water sources, Ethiopia has a population of about 126 million people, only 42% of whom have access to safe drinking water sources, and only 12% of the population uses improved sanitation facilities.[footnoteRef:2] Up to 80% of infectious diseases are still attributed to limited access to safe water and inadequate sanitation practices. Furthermore, the average time spent searching for water from unprotected sources ranges between 20 minutes and one hour per trip, and average water consumption in the majority of villages is around 5 liters per person per day, which is equivalent to 25% of the recommended minimum. [2:  According a study by Water.org] 

According to 2023 statistics, 24 million people live in areas affected by drought, and 11 million people are targeted for food aid out of 13 million people. Ethiopia needs $2.05 billion for drought response requirements.
There is also regional crisis over water due to the Blue Nile River, due to the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), which Ethiopia refuses to reach a binding legal agreement for the three countries regarding the storage quantities or the years of filling the dam lake, which means other regional problems caused by the Ethiopian government related to the availability of water for it and for neighboring countries Ethiopia has.
What are the main challenges to fulfilling your human rights to water and food? Are they linked to intensive agriculture, overdraft of wells, pollution, land, or water grabbing, deforestation, climate change, or others?
There are many challenges facing Ethiopia in the food sector, the most prominent of these challenges are:
First: Land tenure and fragmentation: Land tenure issues are a long-term problem in Ethiopia, where unclear property rights led to many disputes within the same villages or regions and between regions. Fragmentation of land holdings among small farmers also limits economies of scale and limits their ability to invest in modern agricultural practices.
Second: Access to credit and financing: Farmers often struggle to obtain credit and financial services at affordable prices, which hinders their ability to invest in inputs, modern technologies, and sustainable practices.
Third: Climate change and environmental degradation: Ethiopia is particularly vulnerable to climate change, with increasingly frequent droughts and erratic rainfall patterns affecting crop yields and livestock productivity. Deforestation, soil erosion and improper land management exacerbate environmental degradation.
Fourth: Following the 2020-2023 drought and 2020-2022 conflict, recent emergency outcomes are expected to continue with families in disaster in southern, southeastern and northern Ethiopia. Food insecurity levels reached their annual peak in August 2023, with millions of families facing gaps in food consumption ahead of the start of the dowry harvest in September and the rainy season in October 2023. While food is expected to increase from October 2023 to January 2024, there is a real risk of more extreme levels of acute food insecurity in the pastoral south and south-east and Tigray if this is not achieved to the extent currently expected, especially with the US government may stop temporarily funding the delivery of food aids.
Fifth: Rainfall between floods and drought: Rainfall from June to September 2023 began earlier than usual across the country, with generally favorable seasonal rains in the western regions. However, in the northeastern, central and southern Kermit-receiving regions, the rainfall deficit that appeared in July only increased in August. Rainfall deficits are most severe in some areas of the Nadra, Tigray and Afar regions, where drought conditions persist. In the north of the Southern Peoples' Region and adjacent areas of Oromia, the June-August rainfall deficit represents the driest season in Ethiopia's historical record.
The Borkena River overflowed due to heavy rainfall upstream in areas of Amhara, which caused flooding in Dulecha woreda of Zone 3 in the Afar Region. The flooding resulted in the washing away of around 300 hectares of crops and covered approximately 3,500 hectares of pasture. About 10,0000 people were temporarily displaced due to the flooding.
Sixth: Desert Locusts: Rainfall in June and July 2023 that occurred in the decline of desert locusts and breeding areas in Afar and Tigray led to the emergence of desert locusts in July and August 2023. Immature swarms of desert locusts were reported in August 2023 in the highlands of northeastern Tigray and the Rift Valley lowlands.
As of late August 2023, there are no reports of significant crop damage in most areas. Control measures are continuing in Ethiopia, with FAO reporting that more than 600 hectares of land have been treated. According to FAO, a small number of immature swarms may remain in the Rift Valley regions of the Afar and northern Somali regions.
Poor rainfall combined with drought conditions has led to a decline in pasture availability in some Afar areas. Kermit-receiving areas along the Oromia Rift Valley, Sidama, South-Western Region and the Southern Peoples' Region have experienced an atypical decline in pasture availability due to low rainfall and high temperatures.
Communities are usually heterogeneous; are any groups in your community facing more challenges in fulfilling their human right to food and/or water? Can you explain who and why?
Ethiopia has a crisis with acute malnutrition, and there remain high levels and even higher levels of acute malnutrition in many areas of the country. This is due to a combination of food consumption deficits and diseases, including ongoing cholera outbreaks.
In May 2023, a research and treatment campaign in the southern, central and northwestern regions of Tigray found alternative levels of acute malnutrition within critical levels. Likewise, in May in Seraro Woreda in West Arsi District of Oromia, 21.8% of children were diagnosed with malnutrition, the same as in the South-East.
In Tigray, acute food insecurity is likely to remain acute until the harvest season begins in September 2024 amid a halt in humanitarian food aid. IDPs and the poor population has few sources of income and will increasingly rely on community support, wild foods and gifts from the government.
There is likely to be widespread begging and illegal means of earning income, as well as migration of households and their members to urban areas. There is a real risk of worsening outcomes if these sources of food and income do not materialize as expected, particularly in August and September 2024, just before the start of the harvest season, when access to food and income is likely to be lowest.
If you are a worker on a large farm or in water management companies or projects, are your rights to food, drinking water and sanitation adequately fulfilled? What are the main challenges you face?
Although the following has nothing to do with working in companies or projects, the Maat Peace Association would like to point out that the labor and self-employment income resulting from the continuous harvesting of Belg[footnoteRef:3] and the start of agricultural activities increases seasonal agricultural employment opportunities and wages, with the exception of areas currently or recently affected by conflict. Local conflict in southern and western Oromia and the southern and Amhara regions and peoples limits the movement of day workers to the western surplus-producing regions in search of labour. [3:  The February–May rainfall, known as “Belg,” is a secondary rainy season in the northeast, central and the highlands of the south and east] 

It is worth noting that income from labor migration in Tigray is small. In addition, daily wage employment and income opportunities in Sidama, Southern Peoples' Region, Central and Eastern Oromia are limited due to oversupply of workers and low labor availability associated with poor rainfall in these regions. Despite the decline in employment opportunities, average daily wages have increased compared to last year in 2023, improving labor income for those who can access employment opportunities.
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