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Call for Contributions

[bookmark: _Hlk127432842]Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation


Thematic Report to the UN General Assembly 79th session: 

“Water and food nexus: a human rights approach to water management in food systems”. 
Key information sought

To facilitate the reception of inputs, the Special Rapporteur prepared a list of key information that he considered essential for the report. The list could be answered entirely or partially according to the expertise and experience of those actors willing to contribute to the Report. Please find the list of topics here:

To right holders, civil society, or non-state actors 
1. Can you explain your personal or community experience fulfilling your human right to safe drinking water, sanitation, and the human right to food?  Do you think they are linked? Explain what the main sources of food and water are, as well as the quality of food and water.
2. What are the main challenges to fulfilling your human rights to water and food? Are they linked to intensive agriculture, overdraft of wells, pollution, land, or water grabbing, deforestation, climate change, or others?
3. If there is intensive agricultural or livestock production or any industry linked to food in your community, can you explain if it affects your rights or the rights of others to food, water, or both? If it does, can you explain how? Provide as many details as possible. 
4. Communities are usually heterogeneous; are any groups in your community facing more challenges in fulfilling their human right to food and/or water? Can you explain who and why? 
5. If you are a worker on a large farm or in water management companies or projects, are your rights to food, drinking water and sanitation adequately fulfilled? What are the main challenges you face? 
6. Can you list good practices on the intersection of the water-food nexus? Please explain; these can include food-related practices in areas facing droughts and water management practices in areas prone to extreme climatic events such as droughts or flooding. These practices can also involve collective action to ensure everyone can access food and water; please explain. 
7. Do you have access to legal mechanisms that protect your human rights to water and to food (accessibility, availability, affordability, and adequacy)? If yes, detail which ones work or not; if not, what are the main issues you face, and what actions are required?

To State Actors
8. What are the problems linked to the overexploitation of aquifers, abusive extraction of surface water, or pollution due to agricultural or livestock activities in your country?
9. Are there legal regulations or policies in place to control overexploitation or polluting discharges -pesticides, nitrates excess, slurry- from agricultural or livestock activities? And if they exist, are they effective? Can you provide examples?
10. Are there problems with the drinking water supply due to overexploitation or contamination of sources by agricultural or livestock activities? If so, can you describe them?
11. How is water distribution regulated in drought situations in the country? What are the priorities, and to what extent are these regulations effective?
12. Can you share the most recent statistics linked to the right to food and the right to water? These include:
12.1.1. Total population, population facing malnutrition, and the most affected populations (women, Indigenous Peoples, afro descendants). 
12.1.2. Main staple foods and sources (locally produced) and their linkage to water issues.
12.1.3. Statistics on the intersection of water and food, including primary food sources and the amount of water used along the food systems chain. 
12.1.4. Statistics on challenges linked to food production and drinking water supply.
13. How much of the national budget is invested in addressing issues of food security in the country? Are specific budget lines supporting technology transfer for water-related infrastructure, inputs, etc.?
14. If there are trade-offs between the right to water and the right to food, can you please explain some of these trade-offs? If possible, please provide some examples. 
15. Is there competition or complementarity between the demands for water to produce food and for supply? Could you explain them? Are there laws to regulate them? These trade-offs include irrigation vs drinking water, fishing vs drinking water, live-stock vs drinking water, and processing of foods by industries vs drinking water. The trade-offs also can include issues on volume, access (rights, price, among others), and water quality/pollution. Provide examples and actions taken by the State. 
16. Are there transfers of water rights in the market, specifically between agricultural uses and drinking water supply? If yes, are they regulated by the State?
17. In areas where there is any activity linked to industrial agriculture (crop production, livestock, fishing, processing of foods, or any other industry linked to agriculture), are there any regulations, policies, or mechanisms in place that:
17.1. Regulate the amount of water these industries can use?
17.2. What are the primary sources they use, and how are the volumes they use set? 
17.3. Is an effective regulation in place to control diffuse pollution from irrigation and contamination due to slurry discharge from intensive livestock farming?
18. Are there any specific policies or guidelines on using wastewater and disposal in agriculture and food and health safety issues? For example, when crop fields are irrigated with sewage or aquifers or bodies of water at risk of contamination are used for cooking, among others. Can you provide any example of where this situation might be taking place?
19. What mechanisms are set in place to prevent, mitigate or restore the potential damages caused by the violations of the right to water and right to food? For example, when implementing a food security project, what is the process of consultation or formulation that can prevent damages or when an already implemented project, what mechanisms can be followed to restore or mitigate potential damages? E.g., using chemicals pollutes water bodies and affects the health of fisheries used for human consumption.
20. Has the state transferred or is in the process of transferring water and/or land rights to large agricultural or livestock production companies to increase food production? Can you describe this process? Are there laws that guarantee customary rights to land and water to rural or indigenous communities that are not formally registered?
21. Are there any good examples of practices linked to food systems that help ensure people's right to food and water? Please provide examples and details. Are these excellent practices part of any national or regional program or supported by policies and the government? For example, harvesting water for both agriculture and drinking water, etc.
To the private industry, donors, philanthropists and research institutions working on food and water issues 
22. What is the role of private industry in the water-food nexus? This can be at the national, regional, or local level. For example, if there are major crop importers or exporters, what is their role in using and managing water and food-related resources? Is the private industry a significant investor in water infrastructure or food needs in vulnerable communities? Please, explain. 
23. Are there major centres working at the interface of food-water issues in your country? Please explain who and how. Are these national centres or international centres? What is their focus? For example, they focus on developing drought-tolerant essential crops or monitoring extreme climatic events affecting water-food systems. Or are they researching local practices or addressing health issues linked to water?
24. Who are the leading investors in water-food-related practices and infrastructure? Please explain how these investments are developed. 
25. How do large irrigators or large livestock producers behave in drought cycles? Do they compete for available flows against other uses?; Do you negotiate transfers of use?
26. What is the role of local institutions in ensuring the right to water and right to food?
26.1. Are those social and governance structures that ensure equitable resource-sharing? Please explain.  
26.2. Are those practices that ensure the safety of water and food sources? Please explain, for example, the lack of specific guidelines for water or food safety, collective agreements on water management or food practices, and banning or agreeing on some practices. This could be agreeing on the collective cleaning of water bodies or prohibiting using fertilisers, among others. 
27. If you are a donor or philanthropist organisation or research organisation:
27.1. How do you set your organisation's priorities to tackle water and food security or support the right to food and water, especially for those living in poverty and vulnerability?
27.2. How do you choose priority regions and which actors to support?
27.3. Can you describe broadly how your research, project implementation, or intervention process works, how it links to the right to water and food, and how you engage with other actors?

Instructions
Please send your contributions in English, French or Spanish in Word or PDF format to hrc-sr-watsan@un.org AND to maria.acostalazo@un.org. Please indicate “Input Water and Food Nexus” in the email subject line; limit your contributions to a maximum of 2,500 words and if necessary, provide links to relevant documents or attach annexes. 

Your contribution should be sent by no later than 15 March 2024. 

Treatment of inputs/comments received:
All submissions will be published on the website of the mandate. Non-state actors could request the confidentiality of the submission.
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