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CALL FOR INPUTS: Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons

1.0 Introduction
Mauritius is committed to the promotion and protection of human rights and is party to 7 out of 9 Core Human Rights Conventions.  Mauritius is also strongly committed to the fight against Trafficking in Persons (TIP).  The State is party to the “The Protocol to suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children supplementing the UN Convention.”

2.0 Legislative Framework

2.1 	The Constitution of Mauritius

The Constitution is the supreme law of the Republic of Mauritius. Chapter II of the Mauritius Constitution guarantees the enjoyment of fundamental rights and freedoms which include the right to life, the right to personal liberty, protection from slavery and forced labour, protection from inhuman treatment, protection from deprivation of property, protection for privacy of home and other property, prevention from discrimination, amongst others. 

2.2	Combating of the Trafficking in Persons (Amendment) Act 2023
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Combating of the Trafficking in Persons (Amendment) Act 2023 came into force in January 2024. The objects of the Act are to consolidate the existing legal provisions for combating trafficking in persons and providing a modern legal framework to address the issue of trafficking in persons more effectively. The amendments to the Combating of Trafficking in Persons Act will allow for a more rigorous identification and prosecution of cases, better support to victims of trafficking in persons and the establishment of an effective institutional framework for the fight against trafficking in persons.

2.3	The Child Protection Act 2020 

The Child Protection Act 2020 aims to make better provision for the protection of children. It sets out specific offences against the child, including ill-treatment, child trafficking, abandonment of child, abducting child and sexual offences. The Act further provides for several mechanisms put in place to protect the child from harmful circumstances and to provide the required security and assistance to the child accordingly.

3.0 Steering Committee for Combating of Trafficking in Persons 

A Steering Committee for Combating of Trafficking in Persons has been set up in order to act as the coordinating body for matters pertaining to Trafficking in Persons (TIP). A Combating of Trafficking in Persons Unit has been created within the Police Force. The officers of the Unit have been specifically trained in TIP and TIP investigations.  

The Steering Committee inter alia:

(a) coordinates the development, regular review and implementation of national policies and activities to combat trafficking in persons; 
(b) ensures coordination among the public authorities with a view to improving the effectiveness of existing policies to combat trafficking in persons; 
(c) ensures coordination with stakeholders to identify victims of trafficking in persons;
(d) assesses the needs and protection of victims of trafficking in person;
(e) collects statistics and other information from competent authorities to assess the effectiveness of policies and measures to combat trafficking in persons; and
(f) makes recommendations to the Prime Minister for legislative regulatory and policy reforms for the purpose of combating trafficking in persons.

4.0	Activities undertaken to combat Trafficking In Persons

Activities undertaken by various ministries notably the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare, the Ministry of Labour, Human Resource Development anf Training, the Police Department as well as the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions at the level of the Inter-Ministerial Committee include: 

(a) a collaboration between the “Brigade Pour la Protection de la famille” and other stakeholders to assist in the identification of victims and providing them support. The “Brigade Pour la Protection de la famille” carries out raids in game houses, hotels, night clubs and also investigates in suspected/alleged cases of child trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation of children;

(b) the setting up of a child services coordinating panel which is responsible for the consideration of all activities related to the implementation of present legislation; the United Nation Convention of the Rights of the Child and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child;

(c) establishment of a Protocol of collaboration by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare with other stakeholders by way of a ‘Working Together’ Committee to ensure that a continuum of care is provided to children victims;

(d) setting up of Community Child Watch Committees for surveillance of children exposed to any form of violence inclusive of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking at local levels.;

(e) the setting up of a Community Child Watch Committee for surveillance of children exposed to any form of violence inclusive of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking at local levels;

(f) capacity building and training of officers having to deal with cases of Trafficking in Persons at different levels is ongoing;

(g) provision of psychological and pre-trail support by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare to adult victims of TIP and provide child victims of Commercial Sexual Exploitation with curative, rehabilitative and reintegrative services;

(h) provision of psycho-social counselling to victims and their families;

(i) implementation of the National Action Plan on Trafficking in Persons 2022-2026, prepared with the assistance of the International Organisation for Migration;

(j) development of Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) by the MIEUX + Initiative funded by the European Union.  Training is also provided for an improvised handling of TIP investigation and prosecution for an effective response to combatting TIP; and

(k) regular inspections being carried out by officers of the Labour Division at sites of work during which migrant workers are interviewed to ascertain that their terms and conditions of employment are in compliance with national labour legislation.  Two free hotlines are available for reporting cases of TIP.

5.0	Protection of the Child against Trafficking in Persons
Trafficking in Persons is criminalised under the Children’s Act. A person who is convicted of child trafficking is liable to a penal servitude not exceeding 20 years. The measures put in place for the protection of children against child abuse and trafficking include:
a) 	a tollfree hotline to enable the public to report any alleged case of child abuse including child trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation of children;
b) 	accommodation of victims of sexual abuse and commercial sexual exploitation of children including child trafficking at a Residential Drop-In-Centre;
c) 	capacity building of officers dealing with cases of Trafficking in Persons at different levels; and
d) 	sensitisation campaigns on Human Trafficking for citizens, by inter-alia the Crime Prevention Unit and Brigade Pour La Protection de la Famille in schools, Community Centres and other public forums.
e)	joint interviews by officers of the Police and the CDU;
f)	provision of psycho-social counselling to victims and their families;
g)	surveillance of children exposed to any form of violence, including commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking through Community Child Watch Committees; and
h) 	the Crime Record Office of the Mauritius Police Force keeps records on the number of trafficking in person cases reported, investigated and prosecuted.
The Crime Prevention Unit and Brigade Pour La Protection de la Famille carry out sensitisation campaigns on Human Trafficking in schools, Community Centres and other public forums.  From 2018 to December 2023, the Child Development Unit has carried out 66 awareness campaigns on the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, Children's Act 2020 (which prohibits child marriage and cohabitation, inclusive of child trafficking and child prostitution).
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