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Input for the High Commissioner report on Terrorism and Human Rights: Use of Administrative Measures in Counter Terrorism – Report to the Human Rights Council on Terrorism and Human Rights
Please provide information on the application of administrative measures in the context of countering terrorism. This includes, but is not limited to, the use of administrative - or security - detention, travel or entry-into-own country bans, movement restrictions, deportation orders, countering the financing of terrorism, terrorism listing of entities and individuals, surveillance, and deprivation of nationality.
Administrative measures refer to coercive measures that restrict the exercise of certain human rights, and are imposed by a judicial or executive authority, against a person or entity who is deemed to pose a risk to national security without laying criminal charges. General examples of administrative measures include travel bans, control orders, deprivation of nationality, expulsion or deportation orders, curfews, reporting duty to police stations, and listing mechanisms. - International Centre for Counter Terrorism[footnoteRef:1], files/2022-12/The-Expanding-Use-of-Administrative-Measures-in-a-Counter-.pdf. [1:  https://www.icct.nl/sites/default/files/2022-12/The-Expanding-Use-of-Administrative-Measures-in-a-Counter-.pdf.] 

Concerns
The source of concern in several of the countries  which we monitor is the definition used by states to define a person or entity who “poses a risk to national security.” The phrase is vague and often open to misuse and is sanctioned on entities and individuals who exercise their fundamental freedoms, and who respect the human dignity of others.  The Islamic Republic of Iran has arrested pastors and other house leaders of peacefully meeting in homes as “national security threats”. In Algeria, security authorities have been called in to seal local Algerian churches, they have now sealed 46 out of 47 churches. Authorities in Algeria are also placing charges against church leaders and active members of the Evangelical Protestant Church of Algeria (EPA), including the case of Hamid Soudad. Authorities sentenced Hamid Soudad to five years in prison for a Facebook cartoon shared over two years prior, and justified the five year sentence handed down by the court for blasphemy citing that the judges took into account criminal records and the effects of the alleged offence on the national security. While the case of Hamid Soudad is an example of criminal charges being brought, authorities have also collected the names of active members of the EPA, the goal being that those listed will then be banned from holding any public office. Several Islamic states treat all real or perceived non-Muslim beliefs as a security threat rather than right to express or share. 
In Egypt, authorities detain Christian convert Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo since December 2021 under pre-trial detention and have exceeded the permissible two-year period of pre-trial detention. The only proof evidence of charges by the Egyptian authorities. In a letter from the Prosecutor’s office it said, “it was clear that the convict Abdulbaqi Saeed Abdo is accused of being a member of a terrorist organization and knowing it’s aims [intentionally].” The authorities, however never provided the defence lawyer with the evidence, even though they described this case as: “clear.” In addition the wife of Abdulbaqi bears the brunt of the pressure, with the pre-trial detention having a chilling effect on his family. The wife had to register her child as Muslim in his ID or it would not be recognised, despite authorities detaining Abdulbaqi solely for the exercise of his religious freedom. 
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