Tackling Torture Worldwide: The First Two Years
Report on the work of the Special Rapporteur’s mandate

Dr Alice Jill Edwards, Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Since taking up her mandate on 1 August 2022,
the Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, Dr. Alice Jill Edwards, has been
actively engaged in a wide range of initiatives
around the world. This newsletter — issued just
after the second anniversary of her mandate —
highlights some of the notable activities and
initiatives in the past couple of years.

Confronting torture violations

The Special Rapporteur transmitted more than
100 official letters to states over the past two
years, both jointly with other mandate holders
and individually on behalf of individuals
exposed to torture and other ill-treatment. She
has also met with a wide range of governments
in follow up to these allegations.*
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These included communications to:

CHINA

Afghanistan (Taliban), Australia, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus (3), Brazil, WEXICO
Canada, Chad, China (2), Costa Rica, Cuba,
Ecuador, Egypt (2), El Salvador, France,
Gambia, Honduras, India (2), Iran (Islamic
Republic of) (10), Iraq (3), Israel, Italy,
Kazakhstan (2), Kenya, Lao (2), Lebanon, Mali,
Mexico (2), Morocco (2), Pakistan, Palestine,
Panama, Russian Federation (9), Rwanda, Sao &,
Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia (3), Senegal,

South Africa (2), Sri Lanka, Sweden, Sudan

(2), Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand (2), Trinidad

and Tobago, Tiirkiye (3), United Arab Emirates

(2), United Kingdom (3), United States (6),

Venezuela, Viet Nam (4), Zimbabwe (2)

o

¢

: LAO PEOPLE'S
THAILAND W DEM. REP. ¢
A M
i,
f

L PAKISTAN \ - ’
SH

NAM / DN%

4
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

*Date range: 1 August 2022 — 1 August 2024. The ‘?{3& =

allegation letters counted here include only those that

were public as at 1 August 2024. States have 60 days in

which to respond to these allegations, during which Map Copyright: United Nations
time the letter remains confidential.
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Hearing survivors

Engagement with survivors has been one of the most
important elements of the Special Rapporteur’s work.
Most notable was the ‘Hearing for Healing’ held in
Bogota, Colombia, in which 15 torture survivors from
across Latin America recounted their experiences of
torture directly to Dr Edwards. The survivors issued
the Bogota Declaration after the meeting.

This was the first of several regional hearings
organized by the International Rehabilitation Council
for Torture Victims and the World Organisation
Against Torture, that the Special Rapporteur intends
to hold during her mandate to ensure that her work is
informed by the experiences of survivors. She is the
first Special Rapporteur to do so.

Bogota Declaration

Dr Edwards visited Northern Iraq for a study visit to
explore the challenges and successes of implementing
Iraq’s groundbreaking Yazidi Survivors Law, as well
as the efforts to bring rehabilitation and justice to
survivors of ISIL crimes.

Keynote Speech
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‘Hearing for Healing’ in Bogota, Colombia

Reporting on priority themes

October 2022, Vision report of the Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, Alice Jill Edwards, and
statement of the international legal
framework prohibiting and preventing
torture and other ill-treatment] General
Assembly, A/77/502

Full Report

March 2023, Good practices in national
criminalization, investigation, prosecution
and sentencing for offences of torture, Human
Rights Council, A/HRC/52/30

Full Report

October 2023, Thematic study on the global
@ trade in weapons, equipment and devices
G used by law enforcement and other public

authorities that are capable of inflicting
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, General Assembly,
A/78/324

Full Report

March 2024, Current issues and good
practices in prison management, Human
Rights Council A/HRC/55/52

Full Report

October 2024, Thematic Report on

Investigating, prosecuting and preventing
wartime sexual torture, and providing
rehabilitation to victims and survivors,

General Assembly, A/79/181

Full Report
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Engaging with states through
dialogue and visits

The Special Rapporteur carried out two official visits to
Ukraine and Chile (report to be published shortly)

For Full Ukraine Report Click Here

During her mandate the Special Rapporteur has carried
out several working visits to Geneva and New York,
during which she has met scores of representatives
of the Permanent Missions of States Members of the
United Nations and United Nations agencies.

She has also presented to and engaged with the full
membership of the Committee against Torture, the Sub-
Committee on the Prevention of Torture, and the UN
Fund for Victims of Torture. The Special Rapporteur
has briefed the Council of Ministers and the Steering
Committee on Human Rights of the Council of Europe.
She has engaged several times with representatives
of state members of the Convention against Torture
Initiative in Geneva and New York.

At the national level Dr Edwards briefed the Justice
Unions Parliamentary Group in London and was the
keynote speaker at the United Kingdom’s National
Preventative Mechanism Annual Conference in 2023

UK Keynote Speech

Official Visit to Ukraine

Official Visit to Chile.

In 2023 the Special Rapporteur was invited by the
Government of Chile to speak at a Human Rights
Council side event, “50 years after the Military
Coup: Chile and the United Nations mechanisms
to support victims of torture, enforced
disappearance and extrajudicial executions”,
where she spoke about the legacy and lessons for
the United Nations’ anti-torture architecture from
the darkest period in Chile’s history.

Chile Keynote Speech (Geneva)

In 2022 she gave the keynote speech at the
Australian national symposium on the Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, organized by the Australian Human
Rights Commission

Australia Keynote Speech

Also in 2022, the Special Rapporteur participated
in an international seminar on standards and
practices on prevention against torture during
arrest, hearing and custody organized by the
National Human Rights Council of Morocco.

Morocco Seminar Presentation (French)
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a78324-thematic-study-global-trade-weapons-equipment-and-devices-used 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a77502-interim-report-special-rapporteur-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman 
https://irct.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2Declaracioen-de-sobrevivientes-y-viectimas-de-tortura-en-Bogotae-2.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/sr/activities/C4JR_Keynote_Rehabilitation_Erbil-Iraq-June-2024.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc5552-current-issues-and-good-practices-prison-management-report
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc5230-good-practices-national-criminalization-investigation 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/activities/Keynote-UKNPM-Annual-Conference-SRT.docx
 https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5552add1-visit-ukraine-report-special-rapporteur-torture-and-other
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/activities/2022-09-16/Edwards-SRT-Australia-OPCAT-Symposium_Keynote-address_2022.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/2022-10-04/UNSRT-Edwards-Presentation_CNDH.docx
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4059048?ln=en&v=pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/HRC52-unsrtorture-remarks-chile-anniversary-event.docx

Advocacy and Public Awareness

The Special Rapporteur has been extremely active in
the mainstream media discussing many allegations and
incidents of torture around the world. Over the past two
years there have been more than 1,500 media mentions of
her work in around 80 countries in all regions. There has
also been strong coverage in the Global South with more
than a third of the coverage in non-Western countries.
Dr Edwards carried out TV interviews for several
international networks from many regions including
North America, Europe, Asia, MENA, and Oceania.

New York Times (US)

Ukrainian Accounts of Torture Point to Systematic
Russian Policy, Expert Says Article

Russia Today (Russia)
Assange faces torture and suicide in US — UN Article

Al Jazeera Arabic (Qatar)

Israeli violations against Palestinian detainees... a
report by the United Nations Special Rapporteur against
Torture [title translated] Video

The Times (UK)

Torture and cover-up is Russian policy in Ukraine, says
UN expert Article

ABC (Australia)

Ukrainian torture survivor Anatoliy Tutov wants the
world to know what Russian soldiers did to him in
occupied Ukraine Article

The Citizen (South Africa)

UN expert urges ban of ‘inherently cruel’ torture
tools Article

South China Morning Post (Hong Kong)
Torture is part of Russian war policy, says UN observer
in Ukraine Article

The Guardian (UK)

UN torture expert accuses private firms of making ever
more cruel instruments Article

CGTN (China)

Explosions rock Kyiv as African leaders arrive to broker
peace Article

Fox News (US)

UN torture expert urges UK to halt Julian Assanges US
extradition over fears of torture, human rights

abuses Article

Media Mentions

1,500
m:g()

Countries

Ehe New QJork Times

Ukrainian Accounts of Torture Point
to Systematic Russian Policy, Expert
Says

The U.N. Special Rapporteur on torture said Moscow’s refusal to
address the issue represented tacit approval of its use. Russia has
denied it practices torture.

Torture perpetrated by Russian officers against Ukrainian civilians
and prisoners of war has reached such a level that it is clearly a
systematic, state-endorsed policy, a United Nations expert on
torture said Saturday.

Assange faces torture and suicide in US —
UN

The WikiLeaks founder faces up to 175 years in prison if his extradition from
Britain is approved

ELLE (France)

UN expert calls for ban on 20 “modern torture tools”
[title translated] Article

Canberra Times (Australia):
Alice Edwards talks about United Nations’ work on
the prevention of torture across the world Article

The Times of India (India)

UN experts urge war crimes probe in Israel,
Palestinian territories Article

TRT World (Turkey)
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange walks free from
UK jail after deal with US Article
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The subjects that have received the most
coverage include:

o Allegations of Russian torture in Ukraine

* 7 October Hamas-led attacks on Israel

» Allegations of Israeli torture of Palestinian detainees

* Alexei Navalny’s detention and death

e Julian Assange’s extradition and release

e Jimmy Lai’s trial in Hong Kong

*  The Special Rapporteur’s call for a ban on the trade
in torture tools

Notable Articles
Al Jazeera English

In this time of war, too many torturers are evading justice

5 July 2023 Article

NL Quarterly of Human Rights

Justice starts at home: A call for stepped-up nationally-led
investigations into torture

1 Sept 2023 Article

Le Monde

Armes : « Le commerce ignoble des outils de torture doit
étre interdit »

21 December 2023 Article

Foreign Policy
Egypt Is Obliged to Let Gaza Refugees In

30 April 2024 Article

The Guardian

Prisoners serving sentences with no clear end is a stain on
British justice — it also amounts to torture

20 May 2024 Article

The Torture Journal
Trade in torture tools threatens detainees and protesters
everywhere — it must be banned

May 2024 Article

In this time of war, too many torturers are
evading justice

Democracies cite torture perpetrated by autocracies, while dodging
responsibility for their own crimes.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

UN experts urge war crimes probe in Israel, Palestinian
territories

UN rights experts call for independent investigations into alleged war crimes in Israel
and the Palestinian territories since October 7. The experts stress the need for
prompt, transparent, and independent investigations, as well as accountability. They
emphasize that independent investigators must have the necessary resources and
access to conduct impartial investigations. War crimes and crimes against humanity
have no statute of limitation and can be prosecuted under universal jurisdiction.

TRTW®@RLD

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange walks free
from UK jail after deal with US

Assange, who has spent five years in a British prison for revealing alleged war
crimes committed by US military, reaches tentative plea deal to admit to one
count of violating US Espionage Act, court filing shows.

ELLE

Une experte de I'ONU réclame l'interdiction de 20 «
« outils de torture modernes »

« Les objets sur ma liste interdite ne sont rien de moins que des outils Ae forfiire des temps
modernes. lls sont tout aussi horribles aue les chevalets et boucettes utilisés par les
tortionnaires di Moven-Aae » a déclaré Alice Fdwards. rannorteure snéciale sur |a torture
en présentant son rapport devant une commission de ['Assemblée générale de 'ONU

B SouthChina Morning Post

Torture is part of Russian war policy, says UN observer in Ukraine

+ A UN report on torture and inhuman treatment said civilians and prisoners of war had received electric
shocks as well as threats of rape and death

+ More than 103,000 war crimes cases have been registered so far, according to the Ukrainian government

Podcast Appearances @

United Nations
Awake at Night: Haunted by Tales of Torture.

» Podcast

The Daily Telegraph
Ukraine: The Daily.

DIGNITY

The fight against torture faces new challenges
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https://www.un.org/en/awake-at-night/S8-haunted-by-tales-of-torture-alice-jill-edwards
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/10/world/europe/russian-ukraine-torture.html
https://www.rt.com/news/592027-uk-assange-extradition-us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_7xWgoPMyc
https://www.thetimes.com/world/russia-ukraine-war/article/russia-kremlin-torture-coverup-policy-ukraine-war-fb756npvp
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-02-15/ukrainian-torture-survivor-speaks-un-implicates-russian-leaders/103437132
https://www.citizen.co.za/news/news-world/un-expert-urges-ban-of-cruel-torture-tools/
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/russia-central-asia/article/3234062/torture-part-russian-war-policy-says-un-observer-ukraine
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2023/oct/13/un-torture-expert-private-manufacturers-ban
https://newseu.cgtn.com/news/2023-06-16/Explosions-rock-Kyiv-as-African-leaders-arrive-to-broker-peace-1kGtCHtQEMM/index.html
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/un-torture-expert-urges-uk-halt-julian-assanges-us-extradition-over-fears-torture-human-rights-abuses
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2023/12/21/armes-le-commerce-ignoble-des-outils-de-torture-doit-etre-interdit_6207171_3232.html
https://www.elle.fr/Societe/News/Une-experte-de-l-ONU-reclame-l-interdiction-de-20-outils-de-torture-modernes-4174676
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7917917/australian-appointed-leading-voice-on-global-anti-torture-efforts/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/middle-east/un-experts-urge-war-crimes-probe-in-israel-palestinian-territories/articleshow/105534148.cms?from=mdr
https://www.trtworld.com/europe/wikileaks-founder-julian-assange-walks-free-from-uk-jail-after-deal-with-us-18176550
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/may/20/britain-ipp-prisoners-torture-jail 
https://vlex.co.uk/vid/justice-starts-at-home-974040045
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/04/30/gaza-refugees-egypt-border-palestine/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/7/5/in-this-time-of-war-too-many-torturers-are-evading-justice
https://tidsskrift.dk/torture-journal/article/view/144049/188952
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/09/22/un-alleges-systematic-torture/
https://dignity.dk/en/news/the-fight-against-torture-faces-new-challenges/ 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/may/20/britain-ipp-prisoners-torture-jail

Select speeches by Dr Edwards:

*  Repairing the Irreparable:  Remedies,
Rehabilitation and Reparations for Survivors,
Families and Communities Impacted by
Sexual Torture in Armed Conflict, Coalition
for Just Reparations

Irbil, Iraq (14 June 2024) Speech

*  Briefing on key trends and developments, as
well as areas of concern, Council of Europe
Committee of Ministers on the topic of torture
and ill-treatment

Strasbourg, France (8 February 2024) Speech

e Torture and other ill-treatment: The role
of National Human Rights Institutions,
International Conference of National Human
Rights Institutions, GANHRI

Copenhagen (6 November 2023) Speech

*  QOutward-Inward Misalignment? Australia’s
Place and Performance in the Global Struggle
Against Torture, Keynote address: Castan
Centre for Human Rights Law Conference,
Monash University

Melbourne, Australia (21 July 2023) Speech

»  Torture and the History of Evil and Sin,
Commencement Address: 52nd Summer
School Fondation René Cassin — Institut
International des droits de ’homme

Strasbourg, France (26 June 2023) Speech

‘H#WomenEqualityAsylum: How Far Has Equality
Been Achieved in Realizing a Woman's Right to
Seek and Enjoy Asylum from Persecution?, Keynote
address: 7th Annual Conference Refugee Law
Initiative, University of London

London, UK (22 June 2023) Speech

Safeguarding the rights of victims of torture
and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment within criminal investigation processes,
Thematic Discussions of the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on the
implementation of the Kyoto Declaration

Vienna, Austria (5 December 2022) Speech
Preventing coercive interrogations and forced
confessions: the role of the legal profession,

International Bar Association Annual Conference
on the Méndez Principles

Miami, United States (1 November 2022) Speech
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https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/activities/2022-11-01/unsrtorture-remarks-iba-annual-conference-nov-2022.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/2022-12-06/2022-12-5-stm-unodc-thematic-discussions-on-kyoto-declaration.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/activities/2023-06-22-Refugee-Law-Initiative-University-of-London.docx
https://www.monash.edu/law/research/centres/castancentre/public-events/conferences/human-rights-law-2024/keynote-speech-by-dr-alice-jill-edwards
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/activities/2023-06-26-AliceEdwards-Address-IIDH-Strasbourg.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/activities/2023-11-ganhri-14th-international-conference-remarks-srt-edwards.docx
https://waps.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/sr/activities/C4JR_Keynote_Rehabilitation_Erbil-Iraq-June-2024.docx 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/activities/20240208-sr-torture-europe-speech.docx 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/sr/activities/C4JR_Keynote_Rehabilitation_Erbil-Iraq-June-2024.docx&ved=2ahUKEwih8er1wIaIAxVIG9AFHa7oGlcQFnoECAkQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2Ks31rj9-ddqB7Eju2jo21
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/activities/20240208-sr-torture-europe-speech.docx 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/activities/2023-11-ganhri-14th-international-conference-remarks-srt-edwards.docx
https://www.monash.edu/law/research/centres/castancentre/public-events/conferences/human-rights-law-2024/keynote-speech-by-dr-alice-jill-edwards
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/activities/2023-06-26-AliceEdwards-Address-IIDH-Strasbourg.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/srtorture/activities/2023-06-22-Refugee-Law-Initiative-University-of-London.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/2022-12-06/2022-12-5-stm-unodc-thematic-discussions-on-kyoto-declaration.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/torture/activities/2022-11-01/unsrtorture-remarks-iba-annual-conference-nov-2022.pdf

