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Information about the Human Rights Platform 

The Human Rights Platform[footnoteRef:0] was founded in 2021 in Nicosia Cyprus by the five leading rights-based CSOs; Refugee Rights Association, Queer Cyprus Association, Universal Patients’ Rights Association, Turkish Cypriot Human Rights Foundation and Civil Society Initiative.  The main objective of the platform is to contribute to developing a more just, equitable, democratic and inclusive society where human rights are not only respected but cherished. The Platform closely monitors human rights violations in various areas and consistently engages in advocacy and lobbying to promote human rights.  [0:  https://insanhaklariplatformu.eu/about ] 



1. Does your country have any laws, policies, or practices that, explicitly or implicitly, ban, restrict or make more challenging the exercising of freedom of expression by civil society organizations or activists advocating for LGBT persons’ human rights?
1. This could include but is not limited to, laws on the so-called propaganda of homosexuality, morality policies or codes, censorship of media content, restrictions on school curriculum, censorship of any content or scenes, censorship of literature, printed materials, blocking of sites or social media platforms, persecution of artists and authors working with the topic, etc.
In evaluating the legal landscape regarding the exercising of freedom of expression by civil society organizations or activists advocating for LGBT+’s human rights in the northern part of Cyprus, it is notable that there is no explicit legal prohibition[footnoteRef:1]. However, it is crucial to acknowledge the potential challenges arising from the broad interpretation of the phrase 'protection of public morality,' which introduces an element of subjectivity in the ‘Penal Code’. [1:  Dolmacı, ‘Report on Monitoring Human Rights of LGBTI+s in the northern part of Cyprus 2022’ (2023) Human Rights Platform
 https://insanhaklariplatformu.eu/uploads/LGBTI%CC%87_raporu_ENG.pdf ] 

Protests and public events organised in the northern part of Cyprus are not subject to permission as it is a ‘constitutional’ right and are protected by the ‘police’ against possible attacks. However, as stated in the Legal Gap Analysis report,[footnoteRef:2] the articles in the ‘penal code’ that emphasise ‘morality’ are highly problematic and discriminatory due to the fact that the term ‘morality’ is open to interpretation in relation to forming an association and peaceful assembly. It can, therefore, be used against LGBTI+s in their existential struggle. By preventing demonstrations and parades, which are essential for the visibility of LGBTI+s in public life and for their struggle against social prejudice, such ‘laws’ may further deepen discrimination in the public rights sphere and pave the way for the exclusion of LGBTI+s from society. It is not difficult for organisations active in the field of LGBTI+ rights to register, operate as associations, and organize demonstrations and events. However, the governance in Turkey as well as in the northern part of Cyprus is becoming increasingly conservative, which poses an increasing risk for human rights advocates. Moreover, civil society organisations working already with limited resources have difficulties in accessing funds due to the ‘Cyprus Issue’. [2:  Atılgan & Polili, ‘Legal Gap Analysis in the northern part of Cyprus in terms of Discrimination against LGBTI+s’ (2021) Queer Cyprus Association. https://www.queercyprus.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Kibrisin-kuzey-kesiminde-Mevzuatin-LGBTIlara-Yonelik-Ayrimcilik-Acisindan-Analizi-Raporu.pdf ] 


In terms of practical implications, one noteworthy instance is the experience of Queer Cyprus Association with the local body responsible for Education. In elaborating on this experience, it is clear that the local body responsible for education is determined not to allow Queer Cyprus to attend or organise any event in the schools. In one of their meetings, Queer Cyprus requested to disseminate Survey on Mapping the Attitudes of Teachers in Schools towards LGBTI+ issues and the authorities did not allow these surveys to be disseminated in the schools.  
Additionally, examining potential restrictions within media content, including broadcasting policies of entities such as mainstream media, offers a comprehensive understanding of the situation. It is possible to say that there are no policies preventing hate speech towards LGBTI+s even though hate speech is criminalised under the ‘Penal Code’. Moreover, exploring cases of hate speech by columnists in private media provides insights into the challenges faced by the advocacy community.
Emphasizing the legal term 'general morality,' it becomes imperative to elucidate that while hate speech is officially prohibited, inadequate investigations and a lack of awareness-raising initiatives perpetuate a misunderstanding between freedom of expression and hate speech within the general public. An example can be the removal of colourful human sculptures in Middle East Technical University (METU) Kalkanlı Campus. The administration without informing the artist removed the sculptures and after the issue received public attention, replied that they took the sculptures because they were harmed. Notably, the administration's failure to inform the artist during this process is indicative of potential discriminatory practices. Further, the removal of the sculptures, as reported in the news article from Bugünkü Kıbrıs[footnoteRef:3], sheds light on the complex interplay between institutional actions, public perception, and the broader discourse surrounding freedom of expression and LGBTI+ rights. This case underscores the need for comprehensive efforts to bridge the understanding gap and address instances of potential discrimination. [3:  https://bugunkibris.com/2023/07/07/odtude-heykel-tartismasi/ ] 

2. If there are no such laws or policies, have there been attempts or incentives in the last ten years (2013-2023) to introduce such explicit or implicit restrictions, either nationally or locally? If so, who were the actors/groups/individuals or organizations behind these attempts, and what is the current situation?
N/A
3. Does your country have any laws, policies, or practices that, explicitly or implicitly, ban, restrict or make more challenging the exercising of freedom of association and freedom of peaceful assembly by civil society organizations or activists advocating for LGBT persons’ human rights?
1. Those can include – but are not limited to – explicit bans on registration of organizations working on LGBT persons’ human rights or related topics, procedures making the registration impossible or almost impossible, obstacles for applying for and receiving funding (foreign or otherwise), ignoring or indirectly encouraging attacks and threats on LGBT-related events and using such attacks as a justification for banning peaceful marches/protests, refusing to guarantee the protection of the peaceful protests by State security forces, etc.
In examining the legal and practical landscape concerning the exercising of freedom of association and freedom of peaceful assembly by civil society organizations or activists advocating for LGBT+s' human rights in the northern part of Cyprus, several pertinent issues emerge.
In the northern part of Cyprus, both rights are ‘legally’ protected by incorporating some of the international conventions into ‘domestic law’ and by explicitly regulating them in the ‘constitution’. However, it also stipulates that associations may, where provided by ‘law’, be closed down by an order of a ‘judge’; and in cases where a delay is considered objectionable from the point of view of safeguarding ‘national security’, ‘public order’ and public morals. The open-ended and broad grounds for restriction, such as "public morality," provide ‘authorities’ with significant discretionary power in determining the conditions under which fundamental rights and freedoms can be restricted.
A noteworthy incident occurred on May 17th during an intercommunal event at the crossing points to the buffer zone in 2022. Some of the demonstrators were not allowed to cross even if they had legal resident permits they were rejected to cross and therefore couldn’t attend the event. Also each year there are online hate speech comments towards pride events and the police are not taking effective investigation. This incident highlights a specific challenge where attacks during such events were not adequately addressed by law enforcement and subsequent online hate speeches were not pursued by the police despite legal provisions.
Concerning "obstacles for applying for and receiving funding," Queer Cyprus has encountered challenges related to donation receipt issues. Since the northern part of Cyprus is a defacto state and not recognised by any international mechanism, the only option for civil society organisations is to apply specific funding programmes dedicated to the Turkish Cypriot Community or the embassies providing funding. Furthermore, the lack of transparency in public funds provided by Turkish Cypriot leadership, with ad-hoc distribution to associations close to authorities, poses a systemic challenge affecting not only LGBTI+ organizations but also contributing to broader difficulties in securing financial support.
A distinctive hindrance to freedom of association is the annual request by the district governorship for the list of members, creating a deterrent for individuals, especially in a society with widespread LGBTI+ phobia. This requirement, where individuals may prefer to keep their identities private, presents an impediment to organizing effectively.
Additionally, the discrimination[footnoteRef:4] faced by LGBTI+s from an early age in various spheres, including education, housing, social services, and employment, results in unequal rights and disadvantages in organizing efforts. These systemic disparities underscore the need for comprehensive legal reforms and societal changes to ensure equal opportunities and protections for all citizens, irrespective of their sexual orientation or gender identity.  [4:  https://www.queercyprus.org/en/category/reports/ ] 

4. If there are no such laws or policies, have there been attempts or incentives in the last ten years (2013-2023) to introduce such explicit or implicit restrictions, either nationally or locally? If so, who were the actors/groups/individuals or organizations behind these attempts and what is the current situation?
N/A
5. Are there practices, procedures, groups or actors, societal and political trends, incentives, civil society and constituency mobilization, laws, bills or policies, which you have not mentioned above but that already affect or are likely to affect in the future, directly or indirectly, the exercising of the human rights to freedom of expression, association and/or peaceful assembly by LGBT people, activists and civil society organizations in your country, nationally or locally?
In the family workshop event held at a hotel in Kyrenia on February 17-18, 2022 under the auspices of Ersin Tatar, leader of the Turkish Cypriot community, family was defined as a heteronormative structure consisting of a mother, a father and children, and this discrimination was indirectly made in the presentations given by the speakers, including in the materials distributed.[footnoteRef:5] QCA condemned these discriminatory discourses against LGBTI+s at the workshop and requested the ‘police’ to initiate an investigation on this issue,[footnoteRef:6] but no progress has been made. [5:  Ozgur Gazete, ‘The queue for intervention has reached inside our homes: Tatar wants to raise ‘national generation’’, 18 February 2022 www.ozgurgazetekibris.com/kibris/83054-mudahalesirasi-evimizin-icine-kadar-geldi-tatar-milli-nesil-yetistirmek-istiyor.html ]  [6:  Queer Cyprus Association, ‘An Immediate Investigation Should Be Started Regarding the Family Workshop!’, 18 February 2022 www.queercyprus.org/2022/02/18/aile-calistayi-ile-ilgili-derhalsorusturma-baslatilmali/ ] 

6. Given that laws and policies regulating internet use, access and content can have especially restrictive effects on the protection of the human rights of LGBT persons, are there laws, policies and practices which appear neutral or otherwise not specifically addressed to LGBT or SOGI issues, which nonetheless have discriminatory effects on the exercising of the human rights to freedom of expression, association and/or peaceful assembly by LGBT people, activists and civil society organizations in your country, nationally or locally?
The local legal texts on information crimes and the protection of personal data are potential areas where such effects may manifest. While the specific impact in the context of LGBTI+ issues is not explicitly known, the acquisition of Twitter (now X) by Elon Musk has brought attention to concerns related to misnaming individuals in terms of gender.[footnoteRef:7] This phenomenon has led to an increase in threats against LGBTI+s on this platform, coupled with a heightened tolerance for hate speech directed at the LGBTI+ community. It is essential to recognize that the impact of these dynamics may extend to the local context, although the extent of their influence remains unclear. [7:  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/elon-musk-twitter-transgender-hate-speech-b2351923.html ] 

To gain a more comprehensive understanding, further research and analysis may be necessary to assess the specific implications of these laws and their intersection with online platforms, potentially uncovering the nuanced ways in which they contribute to discriminatory effects on the human rights of LGBTI+s, activists, and civil society organizations in our country.
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