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المجلس القومي  لحقوق الإنسان                                                                                                                    
NCHR Input to the report of the Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity
With reference to the thematic report that will be presented at the 47th session of the Human Rights Council with focus on the concept of gender. The National Council for Human Rights (NCHR) in Egypt would like to share the following points:

· The Egyptian Constitution and the Penal Code:
· The Egyptian constitution that was issued in 2014 and written in line with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the concept of equality among citizens with no discrimination in rights and duties. The Constitution includes several articles which refer to justice and equality. According to the constitution universities are committed to teaching human rights.
· Article 53 of the constitution stipulates that: “citizens are equal before the law, possess equal rights and public duties, and may not be discriminated against on the basis of religion, belief, sex, origin, race, color, language, disability, social class, political or geographical affiliation.” The constitution also considers discrimination and incitement to hatred as crimes punishable by law. It also commits the State to take necessary measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination, and stipulates the establishment of an independent commission for the elimination of discrimination. Article 93 of the constitution stipulates that "The State is committed to the agreements, covenants, and international conventions of human rights that were ratified by Egypt. They have the force of law after publication in accordance with the specified circumstances.
· Egypt’s Penal Code criminalizes various forms of violence, including beating, wounding, discrimination or psychological violence, including insults and insulting a person and assaulting personal rights and freedoms. Accordingly, violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity are criminalized. 
· The National Strategy for the Empowerment of Egyptian Women 2030:

· Egypt has adopted the National Strategy for the Empowerment of Egyptian Women 2030, which is considered to be a road map for the Egyptian society at large. The strategy aims to empower women and to end all forms of violence against women, it based on gender mainstreaming not on sexual orientation.  The implementation of the strategy depends on the active participation of all social groups, besides all State institutions and its executive bodies.  
· The objective of the Strategy is to strengthen the status of women through a comprehensive approach that takes into consideration the different roles that women play at the different phases of their life. This, in turn, puts varied social and economic burdens on women, which require societal support for them to be able to contribute to the development of the nation, without compromising their family duties.  
· The Role of the National Council for Human Rights (NCHR):

· Generally, the National Human Rights Institutions officially established with a specific mandate to protect and promote human rights of everyone without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, and religion, political or other opinion.  NCHR examines any allegations of human rights violations and submits proposals and recommendations regarding all such issues to the State's competent authorities. NCHR receives and examine complaints in the field of human rights protection, including violence and discrimination based on gender identity. 
· NCHR is working with other concerned institutions to review and amend some laws articles to ensure the full protection of human rights.
· NCHR conduct training programs to disseminate human rights values for different groups.


