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To: Registry OHCHR <registry@ohchr.org>
Subject: [External] Opposition to the UN SOGI Expert’s transgender ideology.
 
The SOGI Independent Expert’s mandate is to advance the rights of persons to be free from violence or unjust discrimination based on “sexual orientation” or “gender identity,” however, your report undermines the very foundation upon which sex-based rights and protections are established.
 
The SOGI Independent Expert is attempting to establish as a protected class by force of law the controversial concept of “gender identity” (i.e., transgender identity).
 
Elective cross-sex cosmetic medical interventions used to change the outward appearance are expensive and often result in lifelong medicalization of those who previously were physically healthy.
 
Instead of trying to create special protections for people based on their internal perceptions of themselves which can change over time, we should enforce existing laws and policies calling for the elimination of violence against anyone.
 
Where “gender identity” non-discrimination policies are in place, women and girls are being denied their right to privacy in public female spaces, such as bathrooms and showers. Some women and girls have even been sexually assaulted.
 
Girls and women have been extended special protections and rights because of the disproportionate amount of discrimination, harassment, and violence that girls and women experience—not because they identity as “girls” or “women” but due to the biological reality of being female and the inherent differences between the sexes.
 
DECATUR, GEORGIA: Parents of a 5-year-old girl filed a legal complaint claiming a boy sexually assaulted their daughter in her school’s restroom. This boy was a biological male who identifies as “gender fluid” and therefore was allowed use the girls’ restroom under a “gender identity” policy.
 
What these children really need is help in overcoming their disorder, not policies to protect their confused “gender identity” or “identities” or that push them further and further into an opposite-sex identity, putting them at risk for a large array of mental, social, and physical problems throughout their lives.
Most children lose their feelings of gender confusion as they grow older. According to Dr. Paul McHugh, “When children who reported transgender feelings were tracked without medical or surgical treatment at both Vanderbilt University and London's Portman Clinic, 70%-80% of them spontaneously lost those feelings.” However, when children are affirmed in their gender confusion by parents, schools, the community and others, the chance that they will normally outgrow this gender confusion is greatly diminished. Our position is that “gender identity” affirming policies, while well-intentioned, are misguided, because they harm the very children that need our help.

Walt Heyer, a male who underwent gender reassignment surgery lived for eight years as Laura Jensen, a female. (See SexChangeRegret.com.) He then regretted his surgery and now has transitioned back to Walt. Mr. Heyer warns that transgenders’ bodies may be permanently disfigured, making it very difficult to live normally. Mr. Heyer says he wishes the surgeons had told him that the severe psychological problems of their other patients were not solved after surgery and that a high number of such patients commit suicide.
 
“Gender identity” non-discrimination policies are one of the greatest threats to parental rights and are putting children and families at risk everywhere.
UNITED STATES: The mother of a 7-year-old Texas boy decided to “transition” him to a girl against the father’s wishes and sent him to school dressed as a girl and called him by a girl’s name. It became a legal battle, and the jury determined the mother had the right to “change” the child’s gender, even though the child had never expressed any interest in “transitioning” to a girl.
The implications and consequences of adopting non-discrimination “gender identity” policies are far reaching with grave consequences for children and the family and ironically, are fraught with negative consequences for the very people they were designed to help. 

