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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1) LGBTQ in Thailand is still facing discrimination particularly on equal marriage right. Marriage between LGBTQ is not guaranteed by domestic laws. It creates a distinction that LGBTQ could not acquire equal dignity, rights based on lawful spouses.
 
2) Currently, there are two drafting bills regarding on equal marriage of LGBTQ as first, Civil Partnership Bill proposed by Ministry of Justice and second, Marriage Equality Draft Bill – Amend Civil Code Article 1448 by civil societies and MP of Progressive Forward party. Rights provided by Civil Partnership Bill are ambiguous and not based on equal treatment and set up status distinction between LGBTQ Couples and heterosexual lawful spouses. Some basic rights must be considered by mutatis mutandis. In the other hand, Marriage Equality Draft Bill is that LGBTQ will acquire equal rights same as heterosexual marriage by simply amending Thai Civil and Commercial Code B.E. 2535 (1992) section 1448 and related articles from “man and women” to be “two persons”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Thai Civil and Commercial Code B.E. 2535 (1992), Section 1448: A marriage can take place only when the man and woman have completed their seventeenth year of age. But the Court may, in case of having appropriate reason, allow them to marry before attaining such age.
] 


	For simply explanation, Civil Partnership Bill defines LGBTQ who get registered under this bill as “Civil Partnership” which LGBTQ could not equally receive legislative benefits from 	marriage while the benefit of marriage in legislative term is based on word “Lawful Spouses”. The Civil Partnership Bill is discrimination between heterosexual lawful spouses and LGBTQ Couples.











	Comparative Lawful Spouses of LGBTQ

	Some Important Rights
 
	Civil Partnership Bill
by Ministry of Justice
(as per July 2020 draft) 
	Marriage Equality Draft Bill
by Civil Societies and Progressive Forward Party
(As per July 2020 draft) 

	
Social Welfare given to Lawful Spouses
	
No / Mutatis Mutandis



Due to Current Thai Laws given rights to Lawful Spouses from Civil and Commercial Code. Therefore,
“Civil Partnership”   as per Civil Partnership Bill have no rights  and
Some basic rights must be considered by mutatis mutandis


	
Yes



Equal as heterosexual Lawful Spouses


	Social Security
	
	

	Surrogacy
	
	

	Spouse Tax Deduction
	
	

	Etc. 
	
	





3) Thai government neglects to civil societies demand to pass Marriage Equality Bill to ensure LGBTQ+ rights. 
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