[image: ]
[image: ]
	
This submission to the United Nations is made by Our Duty – an international group supporting and representing families with children who think they are transgender.
This submission is in response to the:
 “Call for input to a thematic report: Gender, sexual orientation and gender identity”

Introduction
The call for input was made on a UN website https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SexualOrientationGender/Pages/GenderTheory.aspx
This webpage described the background and objectives of the report to be prepared by the Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The page used language and assumptions which demonstrated a clear bias in favour of gender ideology (or gender theory) while at the same time implying that the position critical of gender theory, and those who might hold such views are a problem. This position cannot be substantiated and reflects an inversion of the truth.
The role of Our Duty is to ensure truth (facts and evidence) prevail such that our children and wider families are protected from the real harm done in the name of gender theory.
Therefore, it is our duty to challenge the presumptions made in the call for submissions in the hope and expectation that the wider debate might be better grounded in reality.
Response
The assertion that ‘meanings’ which are attached to sex are socially constructed is not in dispute. However, this does not justify the wholesale adoption of gender theory. Sex exists without the need to socially construct meaning, it is very real. The primary example is the mode of reproduction in humans. Endogenous testosterone gives rise to different behaviours to endogenous oestrogen. These facts of sex have been known for generations and inform the traditional meaning given to the sexes and, if we accept this results in stereotypes then we can call those stereotypes genders, if we must use that word at all. 
Modern gender theory is just a theory, and humanity would do better to build its rules around behaviours and meanings which have a long history of evidence and so provide a more tangible basis than mere theory.
One of the tenets of gender theory is that everyone has a gender identity. This is patently not the case. Moreover, people who understand what a gender identity is often reject the idea, and they certainly reject the imposition of one by others. Indeed, if there is a minority oppressed based on gender, then it consists of those who renounce gender theory. They form the constituency most in need of states’ protection in today’s climate of ‘cancel culture’ where irrefutable facts are considered ‘transphobic’.
Gender identities do not need the ‘validation’ of states (or of organisations which seek to influence states). Unlike sexual orientations (which are real and innate), a gender identity, if one has one at all, is a transient feeling. Even this awkward truth is acknowledged by the United Nations.
While intersectionality plays a part in the amplification of power differences, it is sex, not gender, which is the main driving factor. It is sex which forces women into menstruation huts or to be vulnerable to sexual exploitation. It is sex that predisposes men to more aggressive and risky behaviours. These are truths known for centuries but are being cloaked by the new religion of gender ideology.
The narrative that seeks to remove gender ideology from international human rights law instruments and processes, and national legislative and policy documents is a righteous one. Should this narrative prevail then sex equality and protections for sexual orientations shall be improved.
There is no place for the concept of gender in statute – only sex matters.
Violence and discrimination are based on sex or sexual orientation, not gender. Even when a person is transgender, if they are subject to violence or discrimination it is because they are not conforming to the stereotypes associated with their sex – they are subject to discrimination based on sex or their perceived sexual orientation, and not so-called ‘transphobia’
‘Gender theory is bad and harmful and must be rejected’ is a valid narrative. This policy position is not leading to any violence or discrimination. You will not be able to find any evidence of any. However, you will be able to find evidence of violence and discrimination against those who identify as ‘gender critical’. It is the human rights of those who seek to question the advance of gender theory which are the ones under threat. You will not need to look far for evidence of that phenomenon.
Gender ideology is a “pseudo-reality” of the type that leads to totalitarianism. https://newdiscourses.com/2020/12/psychopathy-origins-totalitarianism/
Our Duty is an organisation representing parents of children who have been indoctrinated into the gender ideology as promoted by the United Nations.
Our children have been led to believe that is acceptable to have a gender identity which is at odds with their sex. This has resulted in harm, most obviously that caused by the administration of puberty blocking hormones and cross-sex hormones in a mass medical experiment which has no basis in sound science. Our children are victims of gender theory.
The rights of our parents to parent our children have been undermined by actions of states.
The rights of our children to lead a life free from harmful medical experimentation has been violated in the name of gender ideology.
Violence – in the form of unnecessary mastectomies and unnecessary orchiectomies – has been inflicted upon our children and sanctioned by states in thrall to this new religion as promoted by the United Nations.
Conclusion
The whole notion of gender (as distinct from sex or sexual orientation) is harmful. Non-conformance to sexual stereotypes is being used by some to insist that they actually are the opposite sex – this is plainly ridiculous – but it is supported by gender theory.
The United Nations has an obligation to be consistent with historic declarations such the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, The Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
Above these, even, is a requirement to found policy on facts and evidence. Gender theory has no basis in fact nor in good quality evidence. It is a mystery how this theory gained traction without any justifiable basis. 
We call upon the United Nations urgently to re-examine its position on gender theory. 
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