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1. Anti-LGBTI and anti-gender actors in Ukraine can be classified in following categories:
· Far-right nationalist groups, mostly responsible for direct violence acts against LGBTI people. Currently the most active of them is probably “Tradition and Order”, while there are also others including “C14”, “Freikorps”, “Carpathian Sich” and militant wings of right-wing political parties: “Right Sector”, “National Corps”, “Svoboda” (“Freedom”). There are also private groups in social media, not associated directly with these organizations but actually maintained by their members, where they share personal data of LGBTI activists and call to violence against them.
· Churches and religious organizations, mostly active in social campaigning and political lobbying against LGBTI and women’s rights. The most powerful among them is Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations, promoting consolidated position of the main Ukrainian churches on “traditional family values” actually meaning patriarchal and homophobic values. Also “Vsi Razom” (“All Together”) positions themselves as Christian pro-family movement while having a long history of anti-LGBTI campaigns in Ukraine.
· Conservative politicians, as authors of anti-LGBTI bills and promoters of “traditional values'' ideology. While often they are representing nationalist or pro-Russian political parties, some of them are also from mainstream centrist parties, which means their positions are more of a populistic kind. There is interfactional parliamentary association “Values. Dignity. Family”, created in January 2020, declared its position as based on such values, however it seems quite vague and not very active on the whole. Some politicians also act on a local level, mostly in western regions of Ukraine.
· Medical and mental health professionals, i.e. sexologists, psychiatrists, who practise SOGI change efforts and promote pathologizing views on homosexuality and transgender phenomena. The most publicly active of them are members of so-called “Association of sexologists and sex therapists of Ukraine” which is far from being officially recognized professional association, despite that has some audience and influence as well as connections with other actors, mostly religious ones.
· Trans exclusionary radical feminists, particularly focused on anti-trans narratives, promoting them mostly in social media. There is the facebook group “Feminism UA”, probably still largest feminist group in Ukrainian web, where the rules are basically transphobic, and various materials with hate against trans people are regularly posted. While they don't have remarkable influence on a country level, they are the source of continuous resource consuming conflicts inside the communities. TERF’s arguments are based on the statement that woman is determined by female “biological sex”, so trans women can’t be considered women, therefore they should not be included in feminist agenda and allowed in exclusively women spaces.
As for other actors, the common ground in their rhetorics is that they all are against normalizing of any non-heterosexual and non-cisgender identities and experiences. However, they somewhat differ in their particular arguments:
· Religious actors more tend to “sin rhetoric”, putting an accent on that such things are against the Bible and other religious sources, reminding of “Sodom and Gomorrah”, of Ukrainian Orthodox traditions and values, including family values as they see them, actually patriarchal ones.
· Medical actors are using “disease rhetoric”, considering LGBTI people as ill ones that should be cured. They usually reject modern health care standards and practices, considering them as not science-based but “politically lobbied”, including removal of homosexuality from ICD-10.
· Far-right actors in their public pages and profiles are somewhat in line in their arguments with religious ones, stating that SOGI issues are against Ukrainian traditional values. But they also tend to associate LGBTI activism with leftist movements which, in turn, they associate with Soviet communist legacy, and that’s why they consider it bad and hostile for Ukrainian nation. In more private settings, they often drop any diplomacy and use the rhetoric full of hate, filled with curses and threats.
· Political actors base their arguments on the mix of the above, however they are relatively moderate in their public statements, often telling they are not against LGBTI people per se, but against the promotion of their views, values and lifestyle. In this course, there were several bills introduced in parliament in recent years against “homosexual propaganda”, some included “transgender propaganda” too, however no one of them even reached the voting stage.


0. Various far-right groups regularly attack LGBTI events and persons (or ones they perceive as LGBTI, e.g. with colored hair). Police usually refuse to qualify such incidents as hate crimes, registering them as “hooliganism” instead. The absence of SOGI in the respective legislation clearly impacts the situation, as well as that there are many people in the police who feel like having more in common with far-rights and their rhetorics than with LGBTI people. As an example, there was Trans March in Kyiv in 2018 attacked by members of several far-right groups. Police did nothing to stop them, instead pushing participants of the march to the metro station to leave the place, and then allowed opponents to hold their counter-action at the very same place. At the same time, authorities often distance themselves from such incidents or make quite indifferent statements. In some regions situation even worse when local authorities make anti-LGBTI statements or conduct decisions like “ban gay prides”, as Rivne City Council did in 2019, giving carte blanche to the violent groups. On the whole, the impunity of violent radicals makes such violence perpetuated.


0. In 2018, the bill on ratification of Istanbul Convention was brought to parliament, but was rejected in first reading by the majority of MPs. Instead, the law “On prevention and combating domestic violence” was adopted soon, which is much weaker than Istanbul Convention as it does not include the term “gender” at all. This had clearly happened due to massive anti-gender campaigns by various conservative actors, in which the very concept of gender is often presented as something directly related to transgender and LGBTI in general. Also many populist MPs prefer not to go against such views, considering them as mainstream and afraid of losing their electorate. In the beginning of 2020, there was the petition to the President for the ratification of Istanbul Convention, and while it had received positive response with the promise to prepare respective bill, nothing was actually done since that time. Meantime, there were also several petitions against the ratification, based on the anti-gender arguments mentioned above.

8. Here are the most evident examples, how an adoption of regulations to improve LGBTI equality in some aspects was failed due to the interference of religious actors:
· In 2017, a draft was prepared by the Ministry of Health to remove the ban on adoption for trans people, HIV-positive people and people with disabilities. During the stage of public discussion, there was strong opposition from churches and religious organizations which bombed the Ministry with letters telling not to approve the draft as it contradicts “Ukrainian traditional family values”. This resulted in the situation that the drafted amendments were postponed indefinitely, and currently the case is under the litigation, so trans people are still unable to adopt children.
· The Action Plan of fulfilment of the National Strategy on Human Rights for 2015-2020 included the paragraph on development of the legislation to enable registered partnerships in Ukraine, for both different-sex and same-sex couples. Again, after the pressure from various religious and associated actors, this paragraph was marked as “impossible to fulfil”, so the process of the development has not even started on the state level.

[bookmark: _GoBack]10.  Here are few examples of public statements against LGBTI made during 2020:
· In January, the interfactional parliamentary association “Values. Dignity. Family” was created. It’s goals were declared as “the protection of eternal values of Ukrainian society and counteraction to attempts to destroy fundamental natural law in the name of political fashion”, “the protection of the family and marriage institutes as the basis of the society”, “monitoring and development of bills in the context of conservative values” (https://www.rada.gov.ua/news/Novyny/187743.html). While there is nothing directly against LGBTI or “gender ideology”, this rhetoric is much in line with conservative actors of such views, some of which had actually become members of this association.
· In April, Patriarch Filaret, the leader of Ukrainian Orthodox Church - Kyiv Patriarchate, said in the interview that the coronavirus is God’s punishment for same-sex marriages (https://zmina.info/news/patriarh-filaret-vvazhaye-odnostatevi-shlyuby-prychynoyu-koronavirusu/).
· In July, Ukrainian MP Heorhii Mazurashu, one of the co-authors of the bill “On the liability for the propaganda of homosexualism and transgenderism” tabled in Parliament and later rejected, said that while he has “calm civilized attitude to people with different sexual orientation and gender identity”, he “always thought that such things should not be promoted via public actions and marches” (https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/lgbt-zakonoprojekt-mazurashu-lys/30753586.html).

11. Legal acknowledgment of gender might especially help trans people, as equality policies based on gender would be more inclusive for them than when they are based primarily on sex. Even without specific mention of gender identity, such policies could become more sensitive to trans people, giving more possibilities to treat them as of the proper gender. However, the acknowledgement of gender will open more space also for acknowledgement of other gender-based concepts, including gender identity and expression.
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