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Response to the Independent Expert’s “Call for input to a thematic report:
Gender, sexual orientation and gender identity”

Belize as Land of the Free 
Belizean culture and sovereignty must be respected and protected from intrusion by international organizations, and from local politicians acting at the behest of those international organizations. Gender identity laws imposed by the international community would harm Belizean culture and sovereignty. Belizeans for Freedom is proud to proclaim a great confidence in the Constitution of Belize. Enshrined in the Constitution, in principle and law, Belize remains the “Land of the Free”. The writers were clear to have no direct discrimination in the Constitution that seeks to unjustly marginalize no one[footnoteRef:1] by sex, race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, or creed. All citizens are protected by the Constitution equally regardless of personal characteristics, including sexual orientation and gender identity. In fact, since the Day of Independence, sexual desire (sexual orientation) or the lack of desire is not a reason for any rights or punishments in Belize. Persons who have sexual desires to the same or opposite sex are free by law to attend schools, churches, businesses and public institutions. Persons with sexual desires to the same sex are in positions of civil authority in Belize, (Belize recently elected a gay mayor, and have had many gay and lesbian persons contribute to the public dialogue as CEOs in government sectors) and all persons have their voices heard in the public forum. Like every citizen in Belize, or any democracy, who speaks in a public forum, they will have opposing voices that disagree. Unfortunately, in the public forum, not everyone disagrees with civility or rational reflection, but Belizeans are proud to say that everyone enjoys the freedom of speech with the limitations identified in the Constitution for the common good.  [1:  In this section, the expression "discriminatory" means affording different treatment to different persons attributable wholly or mainly to their respective descriptions by sex, race, place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed…] 

Freedom Needs Moral Values 
The freedom enjoyed by all Belizeans comes with responsibilities. In a democracy, personal freedom cannot be absolute, nor can all human actions be considered to have the same moral consequences. As open corruption among leaders, increasing poverty and economic hardship, and the weakening of family bonds between parents and children increase, there has notably been an increase in recorded vices in private life, and violence domestically, and in the community. The lack of solidarity among Belizeans has many factors: a loss of the sense of a common human nature and common destiny, confusion about what is the foundation of universal human rights, decrease in religious practice among some persons, lack of access to counseling services, greater economic poverty, mistrust in governmental leaders, misappropriation of land ownership, perceived political partiality in distribution of employment and goods, aggressive intrusion of international bodies who are insensitive to Belizean culture and sovereignty, increase in access to pornography, lack of teaching and practicing of fundamental virtues leading to just social relationships in society. Violence has risen throughout Belize for all persons, and although many programs and efforts are being made by government officials, NGO’s and the police personnel to advocate for greater awareness of all kinds of violence, there is little emphasis on the development of virtue and emotional maturity of youth and all citizens. In Belize, as enshrined in the Constitution, we believe that freedom depends on moral and spiritual values and the rule of law. Efforts to stop violence that focus on the rule of law, but neglect the promotion of moral norms and spiritual values not only contradict the Constitution of Belize, but are also destined to fail in obtaining its objectives. High increase of international funds to artificially manipulate discourse has a high emphasis on adjusting laws and culture, but is often insensitive to the moral and spiritual values of Belizean culture, and perceived as indifferent to the economic sufferings of the population. Recently, the increase of large international funds being poured into Belize for advocacy of foreign agendas has harmed moral and spiritual values of Belizeans. Dialogue is good to have among Belizeans, and even with international input; however, when large amounts of funds are being used to influence decision makers, or change an existing value system that has been handed on from Belizean parents, grandparents and ancestors, then it is a form of ideological colonization. When foreign aid is attached to the acceptance of new values, it is a form of blackmail. Let Belizeans freely dialogue about new ideas and views, but not at the cost of removing the founding principles of our country’s identity.
Denial of the Body
Persons who see themselves with a particular gender identity are part of our families, businesses and communities, and we have spaces of welcome, dialogue and understanding available for all persons, including those with non-conforming gender identities. There are Belizean organizations and situations that remain necessary to identify the reality of biological sex, especially in the medical field. There are also many groups in Belize, including those seen as women’s groups that make distinctions without unjust discrimination, in order to organize and work for the common good of all Belizeans. A recent study in Belize has shown Belize a very tolerant people, and there are areas of support available for persons with any idea or self-perception, who want to be heard, loved and understood. There is greater need for dialogue for a distinction to be made between gender identity and the mental illness of gender dysphoria. Gender Identity is a difficult term to include in law since it includes fluidity in its own definition. Self-perception that dismisses the human body, or any other measure aside from a person’s subjectivity, is difficult to define and enforce in law, and is one of the reasons the international community has rejected all attempts to make a binding international law for gender identity. Another concern with gender identity laws would be that of giving any person’s arbitrary self-perception the protection of law without rational distinction. This would exalt personal autonomy beyond the limits necessary for just relations between free persons in society and true democracy. Gender identity denies the person’s body and genetic heritage as being part of a person’s identity. This contradicts and does violence to the Constitution of Belize, which has rights and responsibilities based on human nature and incorporates objective moral values, which flow from the understanding that a person’s identity includes their body and soul. 
Incompatible with the Constitution 
In the Constitution, it speaks of “moral and spiritual values” and “Public Morality.” This can be done since the founders of the nation believed that there is an objective rational determination for morality in human behaviour. Furthermore, to accept gender identity, the people must reject the foundations of Christianity. Gender identity, which dismisses the importance of the body to define identity, contradicts a foundational teaching of Christianity in that God assumed a body (human nature), and that love of a person is communicated through the body in a unique way between a biological man and a biological woman. This would be offensive for many Belizeans, and an intrusion on parental rights if this new anthropology would be taught to children of Christian parents against their will. 
Dialogue Builds Solidarity
Currently, dialogue and friendship are ways that culture best introduces new ideas and claims, while respecting the past wisdom and vision for a sovereign nation. International intrusion using power and money to manipulate the process may speed up the way in which laws and ideas are evaluated, but it can do harm to the innocence and solidarity of a people. The best way to address sexual desires and different perceptions of citizens is not with government agencies of select groups of people, and NGO’s funded by foreign agencies promoting international agendas. This very personal reality must respect the dignity of each person and the autonomy of Belizean families, so that moral and spiritual values may be respected as they dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity. Using an imposing rule of law to push a fluid term like gender identity onto Belizean families does not respect the freedom of Belizeans, and ignores the natural process of dialogue and mutual respect present in this tolerant nation. 
Conclusion
Given the nature of proposed SOGI international laws, the good intention may end up with the unintended result of causing discord and harm to amicable relationships present among Belizeans.  We ask local and international governments to protect the natural process of dialogue and mutual respect from international intrusions on the freedom and culture of Belize by powerful and wealthy international bodies. We are looking forward to further dialogue and mutual respect with all persons to build a just society of peace, freedom and love.    
In the end, gender identity language in law will harm the freedom of Belizeans since SOGI laws dismiss the acknowledgement of a universal human nature (as being body and soul). To dismiss human nature, as promoting gender identity would need to do, is incompatible with the writers of the Constitution, and the aboriginal cultures existing in Belize.
































Vision Statement
We envisage Belize as a nation of truth, authentic freedom, and fidelity to the founding principles of the Constitution so that children, families, and the society can flourish.
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