Dear Dr. Achiume,

It is my honor to respond to this call for submissions on behalf of Bread for the World and Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) in Washington DC as part of the Pan African and Ecumenical Faith Engagement work, I do.  We are grateful for the extended deadline and for the help with our World Council of Churches partners where I serve in elected roles. I believe the EAD statement below, the overview by Ms. Karyn Bigelow on resources about climate and racial equity (https://www.bread.org/blog/new-resources-intersections-hunger-racial-equity-and-climate-change ) and my statement (https://www.bread.org/blog/climate-justice-hunger-and-hope ) would be three distinct but connected submission for your consideration.

As for speakers/storytellers who are directly impacted or working with communities directly impacted.  Here are names I would uplift from our conference last year at these links related to our EAD conference last year.
https://advocacydays.org/2021-imagine-gods-earth-people-restored/speakers/ 
https://advocacydays.org/2021-imagine-gods-earth-people-restored/workshops/ 

Our “Bread” work with Black Farmers was also submitted to the UN Food Systems Conference as an Independent Consultation.  As we work on global US policies such as the Global Food Security ACT-Feed the Future and the upcoming re-authorization of the Farm Bill in the USA, climate is a major concern relative to the historic and contemporary issues they face. We have a network of approximately 50 Black Farmers that may be storytellers as well. Here is the report.

https://summitdialogues.org/dialogue/19523/ 

Our renewed Bread for the World climate justice work will include meetings with smallholders in the US and Africa directly affected in October of this year as well.


Background

Last year much was done at our annual national conferencing, inclusive of both domestic and global partners and issues, concerning the theme you have chosen. This year Bread for the World is following up with a major climate justice-hunger initiative in preparation for the COP 27 meeting this year in Egypt and thereafter as well. I am honored to serve as a strategist in this new initiative. Here I regard my formation in this with WCC as a young adult when I was honored to speak on behalf of their ecumenical delegation in the Hague at the International Climate Change meeting in 2000 (https://archive.wfn.org/2000/11/msg00218.html ).

2022
Bread for the World USA is establishing:

A Faithful Voice on Hunger and Climate

We have 2 clear goals for this project:
1. To unify and amplify a global Christian voice, with African leaders at the center, on the necessity to address climate change as a means by which to end hunger through a coordinated, co-created faith statement ahead of COP27.
1. To connect U.S., European, and African faith leaders and organizations working to support farmers and their communities to adapt to the effects of climate change through a convening on the African continent ahead of COP27.

This work is building on the foundational work of 2021 concerning climate justice, racism, and racial equity in 2022. Please see below.

2021

New resources: The intersections of hunger, racial equity, and climate change

https://www.bread.org/blog/new-resources-intersections-hunger-racial-equity-and-climate-change 


https://www.bread.org/blog/climate-justice-hunger-and-hope 


Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD)
Ecumenical Advocacy Days is a movement of the ecumenical Christian community, and its recognized partners and allies, grounded in biblical witness and our shared traditions of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. Our goal, through worship, theological reflection and opportunities for learning and witness, is to strengthen our Christian voice and to mobilize for advocacy on a wide variety of U.S. domestic and international policy issues.

2021 Statement

EAD is a global movement centered on and led by the people and communities most vulnerable to climate impacts due to historic racial and colonial inequities. Together, we will passionately advocate and reimagine a world that lives out the values of justice, equity, and the beloved community.
We continue to see how the historic reality of colonialism and structural racism has designed systems that live on today through environmental racism and a myriad of other injustices that grew out of the same evil roots. Throughout 2020, these systemic issues manifested themselves in the disproportionate number of racial and ethnic minorities who became sick with and died of COVID-19, as well as the continued extrajudicial killing of Black men and women. The Earth and its people are groaning. We are called to respond.
Around the world, we again bear witness to protests for racial justice, this time set amidst unprecedented climate-induced disasters, an economic crisis, and the deaths of more than one million people globally from the pandemic. For example, Amazonian indigenous communities face the existential threats of COVID-19, wildfires, and brutal mining operations. East Africans are affected by hunger and malnutrition due to the coronavirus restrictions and to crop failures from flooding and locusts. We have an opportunity to reflect on this moment as Christians. Together we can seek the balm to heal God’s Earth and all humanity.
Addressing the history of colonialism and structural racism is key to achieving climate justice. Together, we will rise up with the climate justice movement against these systemic wrongs and respond in hope. Join us in 2021 as we gather virtually for worship, workshops, and advocacy to “imagine God’s Earth and its people restored.”
“This territory is not ours, it’s not mine, it’s not yours. It belongs to the generation yet to come.” ~ Maritza Naforo, Huitoto indigenous leader, Colombia
“We look for — and speed the coming of — the new heavens and a new earth, where justice is at home” (2 Pet. 3:12,13).
Here is the legislative ask for both our global and domestic legislative agenda:
https://advocacydays.org/2021-imagine-gods-earth-people-restored/lobby-day/ 
Blessings,
Angelique

Rev. Dr. Angelique Walker-Smith
Senior Associate for Pan African and Orthodox Faith Engagement

Download and use the new 2019  “Lament and Hope”: A Pan-African Devotional Guide Commemorating the 2019 Quad-Centennial of the Forced Transatlantic Voyage of Enslaved African Peoples to Jamestown, Virginia (USA):  https://www.paperturn-view.com/us/bread-for-the-world/lament-and-hope-a-pan-african-quad-centennial-devotional-guide?pid=NDM43639&v=2.2
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TELL CONGRESS: Increase funding and accelerate progress on nutrition to help end hunger and poverty around the world. Join Bread for the World’s 2020 Offering of Letters: Better Nutrition, Better Tomorrow.

DILE AL CONGRESO: Aumente los fondos y acelere el progreso en nutrición para terminar el hambre y la pobreza en todo el mundo. Únete a la Ofrenda de Cartas de Pan para el Mundo 2019: Mejor Nutrición para un Mejor Mañana
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