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Final assessment of progress made in implementing the programme of activities of the International Decade
GUYANA 
Submitted by:  IDPADA-G (International Decade for People of African Descent Assembly-Guyana) 
Introduction
IDPADA-G is an umbrella organization of seventy eight community-based groups across Guyana.  Founded specifically to address the goals of the Decade, IDPADA-G has as its mission to:
1. Advocate at the national level for policies and programmes that advance the interests and condition of Guyanese of African Descent in the five Response Areas of Economy, Employment, Education, Equity/Equality and Expiation;  
2. Provide guidance and support to member organizations for developing and    undertaking projects that respond to the needs of Guyanese of African Descent; 
3. Provide capacity building and organizational support to member organizations;
4. Implement demonstration projects by the Secretariat that can be replicated by member organizations; and 
5. Provide leadership, coordination, monitoring and reporting on the achievements of the Decade in Guyana.   
Progress made in implementing the programme of activities of the International Decade - Assessment
No measurable progress since none of the activities set out in the Programme of Activities for the Decade has been officially and systematically undertaken by the State to date.
Background
The International Decade for the People of African Descent straddled two regimes in Guyana: the David Granger regime - 2015-2020; and the Irfaan Ali regime - 2020-2024.

AUGUST 2016 – AUGUST 2020
While neither regime articulated a government-led, dedicated plan for the Decade, the David Granger regime called upon African Guyanese community groups to take collective action in pursuit of the Goals of the Decade and indicated its willingness to consider and support a feasible proposal, forthcoming from the collective, for activities in keeping with the goals of the Decade.  To this end, the administration recommended focusing on Economics, Education, Employment, Equity and Expiation. 
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From 2016 through 2017, community groups worked together towards the establishment of a Country Coordinating Mechanism - International Decade for the People of African Descent Assembly-Guyana (the Country Coordinating Mechanism).  In 2018 the Granger regime provided a subvention based on the community proposal for the establishment of a secretariat, and the implementation of a plan of action.
In that regard, the activities undertaken by IDPADA-G during the Granger regime had the expressed backing of the Government through supported and collaborative activities with state agencies, including the provision of ten million Guyanese dollars (G$10,000,000) for the award of grants to the African Guyanese community.  In collaboration with government agencies, funds were used to: 
1. Develop a strategic plan for IDPADA-G
2. build capacity of member organizations, small businesses, young entrepreneurs, farmers, agroprocessors; 
3. research, preserve and disseminate information on African Guyanese history; 
4. provide technical assistance to small business, co-operatives, women and youth entrepreneurs
5. conduct community meetings and initiate advocacy to preserve African ancestral land; decriminalize marijuana; introduce the teaching of history from nursery to tertiary
6. engage youth and support youth development
7. conduct community surveys to address inequities in the provision of government services (2021 and 2022)
AUGUST 2020 - 2024

2020 – 2022 Funding to support IDPADA-G activities
With regime change in 2020, the Irfaan Ali regime continued the disbursement of the subvention to IDPADA-G from August 2020 to August 2022 with tacit support of the Government for IDPADA-G activities.  In August 2022, the regime abruptly discontinued the subvention to IDPADA-G without notice or explanation.  The activities launched in 2018 were no longer supported by the State after August 2022.

Non-recognition by the State
In August 2023, the government itself established an organization for people of African Descent – Association for People of African Descent (APAD). This action was taken without consulting the community directly nor engaging its existing African Guyanese organizations.  This act of patriarchy went against the spirit and goals of the Decade, and erodes the rights of the African Guyanese community, reducing Guyanese of African descent to the position of wards of the state not equal citizens with freedom of association or self-determination.   No other ethnic group in Guyana has been dealt with in this manner.  

2023 - Small grants to community-based organizations
Government disbursed approximately G$54,000,000 (US$250,000 approximately) in small grants) to some IDPADA-G member organizations for the execution of small projects. Each grant was awarded in the sum G$1,800,000 or US$8,500.  No technical assistance was provided to support organizations in successfully executing their projects.  The dispersal of small funds could not achieve the development goals envisioned for the Decade. 

Recommendations 
The State has joined the call for a second Decade for People of African Descent and, given its oil wealth, has the financial resources to make good on the goals of the Decade working in tandem with African Guyanese civil society.  

During the Second Decade, the State should:
1. Engage directly with the organizations established by the African Guyanese community
2. Adhere to the plan of activities established under the DDPA as well as the 2nd Decade
3. Ensure greater equity in the society by the collection of data disaggregated by ethnicity and use that data to address the gaps for all ethnic groups
4. Enshrine inclusion in all spheres of national life
5. Establish a commission to review and recommend changes to the legal and institutional framework to ensure the removal of all barriers to equal treatment and respect for people of African descent
6. Launch a programme to review and revise history textbooks to ensure the accurate portrayal of the contributions of African Guyanese and to identify and create memorials, including a museum dedicated to honoring the sites where Africans fought and died for their freedom
7. Provide funding and support sufficient to ensure the transformation of the African Guyanese community through education, capacity building, business opportunities, assistance to farmers
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