Submission in support of a Dedicated Health Forum at the Permanent Forum on People of African Descent. 
There is no discrete global organisation attending to the needs of improving outcomes of Black Mothers and Babies.

“Mothers and Midwives across the Diaspora” have worked towards building a better way forward for our communities through interaction with the Permanent Forum for People of African Descent.
Care of women form the fundamental basis of all societies, none more so than the African Diaspora where profound disparities exist at all levels. 

In 2015 the UK Parliament made the following statement on the critical importance of birth.
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cdp-2015-0133/

First Session Offering.

Our programme commenced with the Geneva Launch of the PFPAD. 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/forums/forum-african-descent/sessions/session1/statements/2023-01-05/Mothers-and-Midwives-Together-across-the-Diaspora.pdf

Second Session Offering

We were invited to and made presentation of our work in the Health and Wellbeing Session at the Second Session. 

https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1g/k1ggnn1zr3 
Presentation starts here at 22:03 minutes in
Final words in the wrap up are at 2:07:34
Third Session Offering
In respect of our continued work we held a side event at the Third session of the PFPAD.
Selected themes for discussion at the third session include:
· Reparations
· Education: Overcoming Systemic Racism and Historic Harm

Title of the side event:    “Mothers and Midwives of the Diaspora Speak Out”

Date, time and time zone of side event
Saturday, April 13, 2024, at 1:00pm - 3:00 PM BST/ 8:00am – 10:00 EDT

Sponsoring organization(s) or entities
· Mothers and Midwives across the Diaspora
· ICSWG PFPAD Education and Outreach Sub Committee
· Mimosa Midwives

Language(s) in which the side event will be held - English
Description of the side event
Afro-descendant Mothers and babies are more likely, than others, to die around the period of childbirth. This developing network will deepen our understanding of the issues, as delegates explore, share and challenge each other respectfully within the safe framework of our Permanent Forum on People of African Descent. The network seeks reparatory solutions, safe practices from our global majority birthing communities which support optimal childbearing outcomes for our mothers and babies.
                                                                                                                      
"What we're aiming to achieve is nothing short of greater equity of health and wellbeing for the population. What better task could there be? “     Professor Sir Michael Marmot

Location of the side event (online ZOOM WEBINAR).  

Link to Register 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAlcOuvpjkoGtfVRGaI70UH9qLnr6gxqyPn

Name and email address of the Lead Organizer 
Elsie Gayle     
Midwife 
Co-lead Education and Outreach Sub Committee ICSWG PFPAD
Email: mimosamidwives@gmail.com

Conclusion

Given the importance of maternity care to making sustainable improvements it is essential that women come to birth in optimum health.

Quality maternity care is essential to birthing healthy babies from healthy mothers, and whilst many countries work within capacity to provide this Black mothers and babies often suffer the worst mortalities and morbidities.

‘High Income’ countries, e.g. UK and USA need support for improvements, note their declarations; whilst low and middle income countries continue to struggle.

Current reports for consideration:

USA :   https://www.cdc.gov/healthequity/features/maternal-mortality/index.html

UK:   https://www.birthrights.org.uk/campaigns-research/racial-injustice/

Low and Middle Income countries : https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/maternal-mortality

We are working in collaboration with the Education and Outreach Sub Group of the International Working Group of Civil Society wish to engage and continue the rollout of sustainable solutions to repair disparity in perinatal outcomes across the Diaspora.



Elsie Gayle 
Midwife
Honorary Fellow 
University of Wolverhampton (UK)
elsie_gayle@hotmail.com
+44 7794318557
