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Distinguished Delegates, Member States, and Participants:

| humbly petition you today on behalf of the approximately 210 million global descendants of
the Trans-Atlantic and Indian Ocean (Eurasian) slave trades, who continue to thrive despite exclusion
from formal ratification, recognition, membership, and voting rights before the African Union?, and no
clear or realistic legal right of return, residency, citizenship, or investment in the vast majority of its 55
member states?. As the United Nations Secretary-General embarks on its mission to develop a
programme of activities for the International Decade for People of African Descent, to be presented to
the General Assembly at its seventy-eighth session, this policy statement seeks to encourage the
Secretary-General to focus its agenda on the continued economic neo-colonialization of People of
African Descent, and to use its power and privilege to address the barriers to wealth creation and

retention in global African and Afro-descendant populations.

The following briefing will introduce some of these economic barriers, and outline how the
United Nations Secretary General, via its Forum on People of African Descent, can introduce more high-
impact, substantive programming to address actual issues of systemic inequality for People of African

descent, rather than merely symbolic or unactionable sessions on topics, such as reparations, that may
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only ever be realized by a small number of Afro-descendants holding citizenship in wealthy Western
imperialist states. It is the position of this briefing that Afro-descendants aren’t in need of more empty

apologies, memorials, or ineffective foreign interventions or aid that comes with “strings attached.”?

Rather, Afro-descendants need what the colonial powers have enjoyed for the last 531 years*—an
opportunity to grow, invest, and accumulate wealth and engage in cross-border free trade and currency

valuation without restrictive Western-controlled monetary and fiscal policies.

Covid-19 and the Year of Return: How Afro-descendant Revenue Saved Ghana from the Pandemic

Prior to the devastating impact of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, Ghana decided to throw a party to
end all parties. The Ghanaian “Year of Return” in 2019 “was linked to the 400th anniversary of slaves
landing in the US - said to be the first recorded arrival of enslaved Africans in the Americas.””> Complete
with concerts, celebrities, emotional visits to touted historic slave sites, and even a discretionary
diplomatic granting of citizenship to 126 long-term Afro-descendant residents of Ghana, including 34
Afro-Caribbeans and famous persons like Rita Marley®, the year-long initiative was designed to bring in
Black tourism dollars from Diaspora in the Americas and Europe. In the words of H.E. Nana Akufo-Addo,
President of Ghana—

“We believe we have a responsibility to extend a hand of welcome back

home to Africans in the diaspora.””
Ghana’s bet on Black dollars paid off. According to Ghana’s Minister of Tourism Barbara Oteng Gyasi, the
Year of Return initiative injected $3.1 billion into the Ghanaian economy.® According to the Ghana
Tourism Authority, African Diaspora and Afro-Descendant visitors increased by 45 percent (237,088)

compared to the previous year, with an average spend per tourist of $2,590 USD in 2019.°
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The spike in Ghana’s GDP from the “Year of Return” was so significant, that when the Covid-19 global

”11 on the revenue of

pandemic hit Ghana in March of 2020,° the African nation state was able to “coast
Afro-descendants and Diaspora, and weather the storm of the economic impact of Covid, while the very
Black population that provided them with the economic support via tourism died by the millions,*?
captive in the racist medical systems*® of the Western colonial states their passports relegated them to.
So what exactly, you may wonder, was the response of Ghana and the rest of the African Union nation

states to the global slaughter#®

of Afro-descendant Diaspora from Covid-19 in former colonial states, the
very same Black Diaspora that had earned them so many billions of dollars the year before during the

“Year of Return” Initiative?

The answer is simple. Deafening silence.®

The AfCFTA: Afro-Descendant Trade Dollars Knocking on the Door, but Nobody is Answering

The African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) is the world’s largest free trade area bringing
together the 55 countries of the African Union (AU) and eight (8) Regional Economic Communities
(RECs).Y” The overall mandate of the AfCFTA is to create a single African continental market with a

population of about 1.3 billion people and a combined GDP of approximately US $3.4 trillion.®
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However, as mentioned earlier in this briefing, due to the intentional exclusion of the approximately 210
million global descendants of the African slave trades,'® of whom a tiny minority of African-Americans
alone collectively represent more than $835 billion in purchasing power and expenditures,? the African
Union and AfCFTA signatory states have doomed their flagship free-trade agreement, which entered into
force on May 30, 2019 and commenced trade on January 1, 2021,% to economic stagnation and

potential failure.

In fact, if the Afro-descendant potential investors who attended Ghana’s Year of Return in 2019 are any
indication of the spending and investment power of Afro-descendant Diaspora??, we are looking at a
potential loss of revenue to African markets that is, frankly, incalculable, and that could potentially dwarf

the GDP of the United States, China, and the European Union combined.

The economic threat to the economies of the former colonial powers imposed by the BRICS?® Alliance
simply pales in comparison to the power of a united Africa and its global Diaspora. Perhaps this is why
Western powers and multinational companies have gone to such great lengths to prevent that from ever

happening.®*

Africa’s Blind Spot: Immigration and Taxation of Foreign Black Investors and Expatriates

Rather than engage with Region 6 Afro-descendants, African elites and Western powers have busied
themselves with transforming African economies from innovative free markets with exponential growth,
to tightly regulated, heavily taxed®® markets that can never compete with Western capitalist

economies.?® Most of this policy change has been pushed through on the Western fear-mongering of
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“capital flight”*’ and “capital outflows” from large Western multinationals, with little regard to the

impact on African, African Diaspora, and Afro-descendant small and medium enterprise investors.

The result is an Africa that is virtually unfit for foreign investment, residency, or citizenship by Afro-
descendants. As Nowel Ngala, an expert in the rapidly expanding African airline industry noted—
“Some African tax rates are the highest in the world. In Tanzania for
example with one of the highest tax rates, a 30% rate is applied at 5475

of income earned plus a 20% VAT added on everything bought in the
country” 8

The taxation of Black investors, entrepreneurs, digital workers, and expatriates in African Union member
states knows no bounds. Spurred on by copious funding from the International Centre for Tax and
Development (ICTD), a U.K.-based thinktank founded in 2010 by British political economist Mick Moore,
and funded by the U.K. Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, and the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad),? academics
around the world are paid hefty sums to report on the “lack” of African taxation as a “problem” and the
primary factor for “African poverty,” and to devise new schemes to bleed Africans, and anyone daring to
invest in their countries, of more and more money. In partnership with global international, non-profit,
foreign aid, and civil society organizations, such as the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD),* the “Global North” has led the drumbeat that the economic redistribution of

wealth from their countries is a non-starter, and that taxation is the only way forward in Africa.

So what happens to Afro-descendant “returnees” who wish to invest in Africa? Historically, the vast
majority of Trans-Atlantic African slaves were transported to Brazil and other Latin American and
Caribbean states.?! Their descendants still represent the majority of the population in many of these

states.
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In Brazil, millions of Afro-Brazilian women, enraged at the brutal 2018 murder of Marielle Franco and
other mostly Black female activists®? by Brazilian police directed by the hard-right Bolsanaro and
European elite-controlled Brazilian government, led massive protests and voter initiatives to return leftist
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva back to power on January 1, 2023.33 For his first speeches in office, President

Lula spoke loudly to his mostly Afro-Brasilian female supporters—
“Africa will again be a priority in Brazil's relations with the world [emphasis added].”*

Yet are African countries prepared for President Lula’s call to action? The minimum capital to start a
company in most African countries as a “foreigner” ranges from $100,000 to as high as $250,000 USD in
minimum investment capital, the highest in the world, while minimum capital requirements are lowest
in Europe and Central Asia.?® In addition, most African Union member states rank at the very bottom of
the World Bank’s annual “Ease of Doing Business” Index, with only Mauritius appearing in the top 20

ranked states.3®

That means that a Brazilian female Afro-descendant investor, who is legally categorized as a “foreign
national” in every African Union member state, rather than as an Afro-descendant “resident” investor,
would have to pay a minimum of nearly a quarter of a million U.S. dollars to simply register a company in
the majority of the AfCFTA signatory states. Not to mention the rash of ancillary taxes, such as stamp
duty, VAT, digital taxes, excise taxes, licensing fees, bribery, and corruption®” that are often due before an

Afro-descendant company has seen any revenue.

So who is left to invest in Africa? Primarily large multinationals® and foreign aid organizations who enjoy

the dependency-based ““development” relationship they have entrenched on the Continent. Many
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Western powers exacerbate this divide by refusing to negotiate double-taxation agreements with African
states and “Global South” countries with large Afro-Descendant populations®, and by keeping Black

expatriates strangled by excessive regulatory reporting®® of offshore assets, investments, and businesses.

Non-Diversity in Supply-Chains and Logistics Keeps Afro-Descendants Segregated from Africa

The final nail in the African and Afro-descendant economic segregation coffin can be found in global
shipping lanes, rail lines, and cargo routes, and supply chains, nearly all of which are controlled by non-
African and non-Afrodescendant actors globally. With the glaring exceptions of Liberia and the
Bahamas,*! most of the world’s container ships and marine logistics companies are not held under
African or Afro-descendant flags, and even if based in those countries, are not owned by people of
African descent. The biggest shipping company in the world, Maersk, is based in Copenhagen, Denmark,
with subsidiaries and offices across 130 countries and over 110,000 employees worldwide.** A review of
the company’s shipping routes demonstrates that most trade routes lead away from African ports to
those in the Global North and East Asia,*® while nearly no direct routes exist between “South-South”

destinations predominately inhabited by African and Afro-descendant communities.

This physical and logistical disconnect inhibits trade between communities with historical and cultural
ties and contains wealth among a few actors in primarily Western states. The expansion of African
aviation, most notably, the rapid rise of Ethiopian Airlines, does not alleviate this disconnection, as its’

route map reveals only irregular service to two locations in Brazil.**

The result is expensive, near impossible exchanges of goods and services between global Afro-
descendent communities in the Americas and the African Continent. Tourism and trade are often closely
linked, and without progressive trade and investment policies between these communities, wealth will

continue to amass in the allied former colonial powers of the Global North.
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In light of the issues presented in the statement herein, the following urgent policy recommendations
are hereby forwarded for investigation, consideration, and implementation by the United Nations
Secretary-General on the implementation of the Programme of Activities of the International Decade for

People of African Descent:

1. The United Nations Secretary-General must hold a formal programme activity on the failure of
the African Union to formally ratify Region 6 of the African Diaspora, and investigate best
practices to representation and membership that move beyond the economically destructive
CSO/NGO framework of international foreign aid schemes, and instead seek to empower Afro-
descendent business owners, investors, retirees, and “returnees” that seek to return to live,

work, invest, and build in African nation states;

2. The United Nations Secretary-General must hold a formal programme activity on the economic
barriers to trade and investment between African Union and Afro-descendent communities
globally, including such issues as taxation, residency and citizenship, minimum capital

requirements and corporate formation, trade and logistics, and corruption;

3. The United Nations Secretary-General must hold a formal programme activity on the threat to
the health and wellness of Afro-descendants posed by their exclusion from the legal definition of
“Africans” pursuant to the 2002 Constitutive Act of the African Union, as well as their exclusion

in “African Diaspora” programming sponsored by Western actors in African states;

4. The United Nations Secretary-General must hold a formal programme activity on the impact of
Western tax policy and financial regulation on African and Afro-descendant communities,
particularly in the areas of double taxation agreements, global taxation frameworks and
mandates, individual and corporate tax rates, world-wide taxation of income, foreign investment
access and regulation, and the impact of global tax and financial policy on small and medium

enterprises owned by Africans and Afro-Descendant Diaspora;

5. The United Nations Secretary-General must hold a formal programme activity on the exclusion of
Region 6 Afro-descendant Diaspora from the African Continental Free Trade Agreement
(AfCFTA), and seek to collect disaggregated data on the economic impacts of such exclusions

from African free trade;

6. The United Nations Secretary-General must hold a formal programme activity on the lack of

physical shipping, cargo, and logistical supply chains between African and Afro-descendant



communities, and call for former colonial states to fund ownership and upskilling in such cross-
border trade and logistics mechanisms by people of African descent, as well as the affordable

expansion of pre-existing Global North trade routes to the Global South; and

7. The United Nations Secretary-General must hold a formal programme activity on the inclusion of
Afro-descendant Diaspora in overall African economic growth, and well as the mutual inclusion
of Africans and African nation states in the economic growth of global communities of African
descent, particularly in regard to the widely accepted human rights principles of “freedom of

movement.”

These earnest and exigent policy recommendations are humbly tendered to the United Nations

Secretary-General on this 30th day of April in the year 2023, at Virginia Beach, Virginia, United States of

America.

Respectfully submitted by a proud descendant of African slaves,

.
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