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Xenophobia is not a new phenomenon, but has been rising in many societies, bringing the issue to the fore and underlining the urgency to act: 
We need to prevent and counter the devastating impact xenophobia and discrimination have on children themselves to ensure that children grow up in an environment where they can survive and thrive, are free of violence and abuse, and opportunities for them to reunify with family members are safeguarded. 
Xenophobia and discrimination threaten the very fabrics of communities and societies at large because they erode social cohesion.  When communities become more fragmented, they often become more fragile and the risk for violence and conflict increase. 
Xenophobia and discrimination do not leave any aspects in the life of Children on the Move untouched and pose a threat to the development and wellbeing across all sectors UNICEF works in: from protection to health, education, and social protection.  
Progress toward the SDG agenda goes hand in hand with sustaining peace: xenophobia and discrimination deepen harsh and profound inequalities in our societies and further exacerbate existing disparities within and among countries.
	2. What elements should a comprehensive and holistic public policy have aimed at preventing and eradicating xenophobia in migrant-receiving societies? Which ministries, secretaries, and other public bodies should be involved in the design, implementation, and periodic evaluation of such policy?




In order to effectively address the root causes of xenophobia and discrimination and to promote inclusivity, it is paramount to adopt a whole-of-government approach, engaging governments at all levels to change discriminatory laws, policies and practices. Key components of a comprehensive and holistic policy should include:
· A legal framework which explicitly defines and prohibits any form of discrimination and establishes a mechanism for enforcement. 
· Anti-discrimination legislation should be complemented by inclusion policies across several dimensions, including health, education, child protection, social protection, housing, and other policies. 
· Ensure firewalls are in place between healthcare, education, and other social service providers and immigration authorities. Migrant and displaced populations with an irregular status need to be confident that accessing services will not expose them to arrest and deportation.
· Set-up and resource multi-sectoral support mechanisms for victims of discrimination or hate crimes, including legal assistance, social services, mental health and psychological support. Ensure these mechanisms are accessible, child-sensitive and take into account language barriers. 
· Strengthen data collection and monitoring on incidents of discrimination, hate crimes and establish mechanisms to measure root causes and the prevalence of xenophobia to inform policies and interventions, and data on human rights indicators which go beyond measuring xenophobia to assessing the fulfillment of rights of marginalized communities. 
· Equip law enforcement and service providers with the training and skills so that they can adequately respond to incidents of discrimination or hate crimes, which has the potential to strengthen trust between service providers and migrant and displaced communities. 
· Invest in education and awareness initiatives in diverse settings, including at the community level, in schools, workplace settings, through sports associations etc. to raise awareness about the impact of xenophobia. 
· Resource and invest in initiatives at the community level which bring together civil society, migrant and displaced communities, youth-led organisations, government stakeholders, private sector etc. through community fora, advisory boards or other mechanisms to jointly address xenophobia. 
· Policies should be developed and implemented by engaging a variety of actors, from Human Rights Commissions to relevant Ministries of Justice, Interior, Education, Social Affairs, Health, Economy. 
It is central we empower Children and Youth on the Move as agents of change and peacebuilders in these efforts, including by creating opportunities for them to participate in political processes, introducing peace education in curricula, facilitating inter-community dialogues and exchanges between youth and ensure they have access to learning and earning opportunities. 
In South Africa, UNICEF has been working with a civil society partner, the Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CoRMSA), and Government counterparts, including the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development to develop a child-friendly version of the National Action Plan Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (NAP). The Plan puts emphasis on working with different segments in society to address racism, discrimination and xenophobia in a holistic manner, including business, sports, trade union movements, arts and sports bodies, religious leaders, community formations, youth formations, children, persons with disabilities and traditional authorities. Jointly with partners, UNICEF consulted with and engaged children and youth from migrant, displaced and host communities in the development of a child-friendly version of the NAP and ensure child and youth participation in social cohesion and integration in communities. 
	5) How xenophobia should be addressed through an intersectionality lens? How this policy should be reciprocally complemented with policies directed to prevent and eradicate racism? Which measures should be put in place for ensuring a gender approach within a comprehensive policy against xenophobia and gender-based discrimination? Which measures should be implemented for intersecting xenophobia with other factors forbidden by the principle of non-discrimination, including age, gender, disability, sexual orientation, racial and ethnic origin, among others?



Xenophobia interacts with gender-based discrimination, racism, and other factors, such as age, disability status or sexual orientation in complex ways, often exacerbating inequalities for individuals who face multiple forms of discrimination.  It is critical to bring in an intersectional perspective when addressing the situation of migrant and displaced children, recognizing the complex ways in which their social identities may create compounding experiences of discrimination and oppression. For example, 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex or queer (LGBTIQ+) children may seek asylum after having faced discrimination, persecution and violence sometimes on a daily basis. Children of LGBTQI+ parents may also face harassment, discrimination, violence, school bullying, or family separation, in countries that persecute, stigmatize, or criminalize LGBTQI+ persons[footnoteRef:1], and may seek asylum on the basis of their parents’ SOGIESC.[footnoteRef:2] LGBTIQ+ children can also face specific obstacles in contexts where asylum procedures are not always child friendly and are not adequately geared to work with LGBTIQ+ children in a sensitive way. For instance, in some contexts, children have been denied refugee status when unable to prove their sexual orientation. Trans and bisexual children face additional obstacles and their identities are routinely questioned, ignored, or delegitimized in the application procedure. [footnoteRef:3] [1:  https://home.crin.org/readlistenwatch/stories/un-committee-delivers-decision-on-rights-of-an-lgbt-couples-child]  [2:  https://www.ilga-europe.org/resources/news/latest-news/finland-violated-rights-lesbian-mothers-child-rejecting-his-asylum]  [3:  https://www.rainbowwelcome.org/uploads/pdfs/Hazeldean-Confounding_Identities-The_Paradox_of_LGBT_Children_Under_Asylum_Law.pdf] 

Applying an intersectionality lens when addressing xenophobia should involve:
· Developing inclusive policies which address the needs of individuals who face multiple forms of discrimination by actively engaging affected communities in policy development. 
· Strengthen data collection on xenophobia incidents and experiences in relation to factors such as age, gender, race, sexual orientation and others to understand how discrimination intersects with other factors and inform tailored responses. 
· Invest in capacity building of policy makers and service providers to equip them with the skills and knowledge to understand and address intersectional discrimination, and support tailored services for individuals who experience intersecting forms of discrimination.
A UNICEF Innocenti research brief is informed by first-hand migration experiences of 1,634 children and young people moving between Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt and outlines how migration status intersects with other factors, such as gender, race, socio-economic status to push children to the margins of society. 
	6) Which should be the role of media, both public and private actors, including digital, for preventing xenophobia and building cohesive societies? Which policies could be put in place, promoting social responsibility of media, within the scope of the protection of the right to freedom of expression? Please provide good practices on media initiatives for a responsible approach to migration, as well as on communication policies toward such goal.



Media outlets are shaping perceptions and attitudes towards migrants and refugees. They can contribute to preventing xenophobia by adhering to ethical journalism standards and responsible reporting instead off biased and sensationalist reporting, by actively engaging with communities to feature diverse voices and perspectives, including of migrant and refugee children and youth, and by educating the public about migration and displacement, and root causes of xenophobia. Polices to promote social responsibility of media actors can include:
· Establish ethical reporting guidelines for media outlets and set up or strengthen regulatory bodies and oversight mechanisms which are responsible to monitor guidelines and Codes of Conduct and enforce responsible reporting. 
· Establish requirements for media outlets to make publicly available information about their ownership, funding, and editorial policies to strengthen transparency and accountability of media outlets.
· Invest in diversity trainings for journalists and media actors and encourage media outlets to engage with communities to strengthen trust between media and society.  
To counter xenophobia in Colombia, UNICEF partnered with UNHCR on a number of activities to foster positive narratives on migration. This included conducting trainings for journalists to raise awareness and encourage empathy towards Venezuelan migrants and refugees. Furthermore, the two agencies partnered on the Súper Panas campaign, which leverages social media to teaching children between the ages of 10 and 17 the skills they can develop and put into practice when they witness or experience xenophobia.

	7) How xenophobia could be addressed in the field of education, in order to: a) eradicate xenophobia at schools, and b) prevent xenophobia in the mid and long term, through education practices and subjects directed to build inclusive and cohesive societies



Schools play a key role in fostering acceptance and empathy among children and youth and including newly arrived children, helping them adapt to their new environment. Leveraging education settings to combat xenophobia requires involving policymakers, educators, parents and caretakers and communities more broadly. Entry points include: 
· Embed diversity in school curricula: design curricula which include content from various cultures and perspectives and provide opportunities for students to engage in critical thinking and conversations about prejudices. 
· Integrate media literacy education in school curricula to equip students with the skills to critically assess media content and identify biased reporting. 
· Invest in training teachers so they can better respond to challenges and experiences of students from different backgrounds, as well as respond to incidents of xenophobia. 
· Ensure monitoring frameworks are in place to evaluate and assess the prevalence of xenophobia in school settings and effective interventions to foster inclusive school environments.  
· Implement a Zero-Tolerance Policy for discrimination and xenophobia and set up appropriate mechanisms for disciplinary action. 
· Provide targeted support migrant and refugee students to support their integration in school settings, including for example counseling services or language support. 
In Ecuador, UNICEF launched the campaign Seamos Amigos in partnership with the Ministry of Education to promote inclusion, empathy, and non-violence in classroom settings, especially towards non-national children. The Guide to Promoting Inclusion and Empathy in Schools fosters empathy in schools settings and beyond.
Tackling xenophobia and discrimination against migrant children via formal education on child rights by promoting integration of migrant children into the UK society is an important feature of the Rights Respecting Schools Award, a programme run by UNICEF UK to which more than 5,000 primary and secondary schools are affiliated. In search of safety: Children and the refugee crisis in Europe allows teachers to explore the refugee crisis with children and young people at school. At the heart of the resource is a collection of 20 learning activities to help children in primary and secondary schools make sense of the crisis, with a focus on children and their rights.

	8) How policies against xenophobia could be framed within child welfare and youth policies? And within policies for older persons?



Child welfare and youth policies can support wider efforts to create more inclusive and supportive environments for migrant and displaced children and youth. Key provisions include: 
· Develop specialized support services within child welfare and youth policies to meet the needs of migrant and displaced children and youth. Specialised services may include culturally-sensitive MHPSS support, language assistance, legal support. 
· Equip service providers, including the social service workforce, child protection actors, youth counselors and other professionals with the skills to effectively respond to the needs and support migrant and displaced children and youth, including when they have become victims of discrimination and hate crimes.
· Codify anti-discrimination in child welfare and youth policies and ensure services are accessible for all children and youth regardless of the migration status, nationality or ethnicity. 
· Strengthen data collection and monitoring on access to child protection and social protection services, and youth programmes to improve policies, programme design and accountability of service providers.
· Engage with migrant and displaced communities through community engagement and outreach and build trust and awareness about services available. 
· Reflect commitments to diversity in recruitment: ensure that child protection agencies, the social service workforce, and youth agencies reflect the diversity of communities they serve, and ensure policy development and decision making processes are informed by diverse community voices. 
In Italy, UNICEF has worked with Médecins du Monde, reception sites, local health authorities and others to enhance the knowledge and skills of frontline workers from different sectors – health, child protection, education and reception services – on health risks for migrant and refugee children, with a focus on mental health and GBV prevention and response. Training materials have aimed to address the potential biases, attitudes and beliefs that might prevent frontline workers from delivering quality services that are sensitive to gender and culture (Source).

	12) Which could be the role of local governments within a comprehensive policy directed to prevent and eradicate xenophobia and its impact on the rights of migrants, their families and local community?



Ultimately, local governments can make a real difference in the lives of children uprooted because they are closer to migrant and displaced populations and they have an in-depth understanding of the concrete challenges and opportunities these communities face, often putting in place innovative solutions to address them.  
In the guidance Children Uprooted What Local Governments Can Do UNICEF outlines concrete actions that local actors can take to advance the rights of every refugee, migrant and IDP child living under their jurisdiction regardless of status: 
· Create spaces where refugee, migrant and IDP children and youth can participate in a meaningful way – together with local children and youth and other local stakeholders – in municipal governance and decision-making processes, developing their capacity to mobilize, network and hold district and city authorities accountable for protecting and realizing their rights. This can include supporting place-making processes to create or adapt public spaces, playgrounds and other social infrastructure for and with children and youth, as well as involving them in other participatory and area-based interventions
· Use neighborhood planning to avoid social exclusion of refugee, migrant and IDP communities and other disadvantaged populations (e.g. neighborhood development programs, public spaces, transportation, connectivity). Local development planning should always anticipate the physical expansion of fast-growing municipalities, including the availability of affordable housing and accessible services for new arrivals. Furthermore, the needs of refugee, migrant and IDP children should be mainstreamed within existing development plans, particularly capital investment plans and medium-term expenditure frameworks. 
· Adapt land use planning and building regulations (e.g. through temporary waivers) to provide adapted housing development schemes for refugees, migrants and IDPs. This can involve new or existing infrastructure (e.g. vacant lots and buildings, former office spaces, public facilities).
· Gather, analyze and make available quality disaggregated data about the situation of local migrant and displaced children in order to monitor, evaluate and adjust relevant initiatives. Partnerships with service providers can be key to achieve this, especially for data about undocumented populations.
The Child Friendly Cities Initiative (CFCI), led by UNICEF, supports local governments in implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child within their local jurisdictions by translating these rights into practical, meaningful and measurable results for children, including child refugees, migrants and IDPs. With its focus on results for all children, the CFCI offers a positive and forward-looking framework under which municipalities can assist and engage with migrant and displaced children and their families outside the scope of a discourse which, at times, is highly political and sensitive. Through the CFCI, local governments can partner with other local stakeholders (businesses, media, faith-based organisations, community representatives, political parties, children and young people) to design and implement innovative initiatives that promote positive and welcoming attitudes towards vulnerable groups, including refugees, migrants and IDPs. Good practices involve advancing social inclusion of migrant children and their families and delivering services such as protection, housing and education through communication, awareness raising and programming.
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UNICEF: Children Uprooted – What Local Governments Can Do
UNICEF Innocenti Research Brief 2022-03: Informing Child-sensitive Solutions for the Implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration: Evidence from Children’s and Young People’s Experiences in the Horn and North of Africa; Brief 3 Vulnerability-discrimination-and-xenophobia.pdf (unicef-irc.org)
UNICEF and IOM Report: Harrowing Journeys - Children and youth on the move across the Mediterranean Sea, at risk of trafficking and exploitation (September 2017)
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