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Dear Committee Members, 

We are writing to submit our contribution to the Joint Comment/Recommendations on Obligations of State Parties regarding public policies for addressing Xenophobia and its impact on refugees, migrants and other non-citizens that have been affected by racial discrimination. Our main objective is to give recommendations on how to combat and gradually eradicate Xenophobia. We appreciate this incredible opportunity to provide our insights on this issue. 
Our submission focuses on ‘Which practices States should promote at bilateral and regional level for preventing and eradicating xenophobia?’ which led us to believe how Critical Race Theory is an extremely important tool to combat racial discrimination. 
Focusing on this framework, we will explore the emphasis of intersectionality and societal structures which manifests the dominant narrative of Xenophobia. 

1. Addressing Structural Racism- Bilateral and Regional Cooperation
 Bilateral and Regional Cooperation is significantly essential in facilitating global understanding, harmony, and shared responsibility. Xenophobia is steamed from fear and ignorance and is led by stereotypes about specific individuals and groups as they are perceived as 'different'.[footnoteRef:1] Fear and dislike towards 'foreign' people can be seen throughout history as a result of colonialism and racial hierarchy.[footnoteRef:2] However, states now have the means and resources to curb such issues through dialogue and shared resources. When two different nations address the legacy of Xenophobia together, they reduce the fear by breaking down barriers between people, which eventually causes them to question the stereotypes and dismantle the racial structure.  [1:  UNHRC ‘Report of the Special rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance’ (2016) UN Doc A/HRC/32/50]  [2:  Ruth Gordon ‘Critical Race Theory and International Law: Convergence and Divergence Racing American Foreign Policy’ (2000) Cambridge University Press, 262-263.] 

Bilateral cooperation will encourage education and cultural exchanges, and new initiatives will allow people to interact with each other. It is a new world where humanizing each other is important because fear is a dominant driving factor that causes harm to migrants, refugees, international students, and even tourists. Challenges and resistance can be further addressed by nations together. 
Regional political cooperation is also crucial. The scale of Xenophobia is large, but the issue can only be dealt with from the grassroots level. Regional political support and collaboration will compel citizens to understand multiculturalism and inclusivity. People cannot be forced to accept something they do not understand; therefore, questioning fear and dislike is important before acceptance. Countries fostering a united front are crucial in combatting Xenophobia. 

2. Intersectionality Approach- Legislative Measures 
 States should address Xenophobia with an intersectional approach. Xenophobia is not always related to one particular characteristic. It intertwines with other forms of oppression, such as sexism, racism, casteism, and classism.[footnoteRef:3] Policies that address such issues without singling out a vulnerable group as one individual or community can be subjected to different forms of discrimination based on the intersection. It should become compulsory to make policies to address Xenophobia. Such policies should aim to reduce the disparities in every part of the society.  [3:  Kimberle Crenshaw, Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics (University of Chicago Legal Forum: Vol. 1989: Iss. 1, Article 8)] 

i. The legislature should introduce a bill that questions the education opportunities for immigrant and refugee children, keeping the language and cultural barrier. They should adapt to a different environment without having to shed their roots. 
ii. Healthcare is a human right, and making healthcare affordable should be a priority for countries. Access to affordable hospitals and doctors should not be limited to certain groups. 
iii. Property laws should be revised in a manner that does not affect the local people while upholding the rights of the other community. They should be granted protection against discrimination when it comes to housing. 
iv. The Criminal justice system should be reformed. There is a racial disparity when it comes to any country's criminal system, as it is expected to be corrupt by default. Restorative justice should be introduced for petty and minor crimes for everyone, including residents, refugees, and citizens, who opt for alternative forms of punishment such as community service and community building. 
v. Transformative Justice seeks to question a structure that was built by a specific class of people. The very structure that now causes power imbalances and inequalities which led to Xenophobia and Racism. 

3. Education: cultural awareness and sensitivity in all fields. 
Xenophobia is systemic and present in every aspect of society. Therefore, to counter its effects and dismantle its structure, teaching cultural sensitivity and awareness and building bridges between cultures from an early age is vital. It has to start at school when children interact with other cultures and experience different approaches. The normalization of Xenophobia starts with the socialization of children in cultural bubbles[footnoteRef:4] and the presence of casual xenophobic narratives.[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  J. Olaf Kleist, ‘What Role Does the Media Play in Driving Xenophobia?’ (2017) World Policy Journal, Volume 34, Number 1, 7.]  [5:  Richard Delgado and Jean Stephanic, Critical Race Theory (Fourth Edition): An Introduction (New York University Press, 2023) 51.] 

Therefore, any practices aiming to eradicate Xenophobia need to start at the same level. It has to start at an early age with children interacting with other cultures or children from other cultural backgrounds. Then, proportionally with the advancement in academia, schools and universities should implement more complex notions and effects relating to Xenophobia and its framework within all fields of study to continue the deconstructing work. It is necessary to adapt and deconstruct curricula in schools and universities to ensure the prevention of xenophobic lessons and, especially, take into consideration the racial component of Xenophobia. 
Prime examples are in health studies and police training. Medical conditions can appear and manifest in drastically different ways depending on skin tones or genetic backgrounds. Therefore, focusing studies and teaching on white skin or one genetic pool causes mistreatment and abuse. It is vital to teach healthcare professionals how to properly care for and communicate with individuals and families from different cultural and genetic backgrounds to facilitate the efficiency of care.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Laura A. Brooks, ‘Culturally sensitive communication in healthcare: A concept analysis’, Collegian, Volume 26, Issue 3 (Deakin University, 2019) 389.] 

Police officers' training must also be executed in light of different cultural and religious backgrounds to ensure proper communication and rapport between the police and communities. States have to promote cultural-sensitive dialogue between the police and communities of foreigners, as police bias could be life-threatening. Foreigners need to be able to come to the police if they have to. Therefore, States needs to ensure that police officers can adequately protect and receive complaints from various cultural, ethnic, or religious backgrounds. Cultural bubbles within education are a conductor of Xenophobia and misinformation, which leads to possible serious discrimination or life-threatening situations.  
 
4. Decolonising Indigenous Land
 It is crucial to practice what is preached. Justice cannot be ensured when the native people are excluded from their land. Considering that the division of states is not a viable option is imperative. The history has to be acknowledged. Indigenous people in several parts of the world have been stripped of their land and have been made to feel like outsiders in their place. That has to be corrected. Colonization is a form of oppression that has no place in today's world. 

5. Counter-storytelling: deconstructing narratives in media and politics.
 Nationalist narratives and biases present in media and political debates heavily influence xenophobia. It is used to criminalize migration and, consequently, the individuals within it and attract attention or votes. Xenophobic narratives notably revolve around the idea that the influx of foreign individuals would be detrimental to the treatment and standard of living of the State's population. It shifts the blame of poor living standards or domestic issues from the State to other individuals while erasing the context as to why people migrate in the first place. These narratives are inherent to political movements aiming to promote nationalism and the exclusion of foreigners and fuel this historical “othering” of, especially racial, minorities.[footnoteRef:7] These narratives are also present with a biased and criminalizing depiction of migration within domestic news media, which fuels xenophobic political movements.  [7:  Makau Mutua, 'Critical Race Theory and International Law: The View of an Insider-Outsider' (2000) 45 Vill L Rev 846.] 

Therefore, there is an important need to reinforce the prohibition of discrimination and hate speech in light of the specific xenophobic patterns within discourses. It starts with the effective elimination of xenophobic political arguments in national, regional, and international settings as a way to attract votes. The normalized alienation of foreigners in political debates is engraving narratives depicting refugees and migrants as invaders, criminals, and ill-intentioned individuals, which strips them of empathy and victimhood. That is where lies the importance of counter-storytelling and the amplification of minority voices within mainstream discourses.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ibid (n°5), 52.] 

Furthermore, it is crucial to ensure journalists don't fall into and fuel these narratives. States need to promote fairness, inclusivity, and an accurate contextualization of information in media through cultural sensitivity in journalist training and by enforcing those values within the ethics of journalism. 

6. Community Engagement and Initiatives
Marginalized communities should be allowed to advocate for their rights. They should be supported by providing them with resources and a platform. Organizations that advocate for them should be given enough resources to spread awareness. Culture and Religion become barriers that can be broken when people are seen as one community instead of aggregating into several groups. Community engagement will encourage people to self-reflect on their societal roles and privileges. Therefore, community-led initiatives stress the importance of community building and solidarity. 
The initiative should focus on areas that are united regardless of cultural and religious differences, such as "Cultural Narrative Exchange Initiatives." As evidenced throughout history, this will bring people from different communities together to celebrate and bring unity and inclusivity. These are examples of how states can provide opportunities with their resources. Art is underestimated by people in this age, but if we look back to the past, we see that these were ways to tell stories that reached people in almost every corner of the world. Now that we are digitalized, using that to promote such initiatives is advantageous. However, there can only be fairness if art, literature, and theatre are not commercialized; only then will there be equal opportunity. 
i.  Establishing Literature Fests, internationally and regionally, in different regions of the State will encourage authors from marginalized communities to represent their roots and raise their voices against dominant narratives that foster Xenophobia. 
ii.  Art Exhibitions are another way of expressing Counter Narratives and encouraging artists to explore issues such as identity and sense of belonging as a shared humanity challenge. 
iii.  Theatre has been used to promote solidarity throughout history. It is a strong way to reflect on injustices and share experiences. Artists impact not only the audience but also ideologies. 
iv.  Introducing Critical Race Theory in schools and universities as a cultural program and providing opportunities for marginalized students and faculty to participate in workshops and cultural celebrations. These are meaningful interactions. Sociology has a concept of 'Sense of Belonging.' Once that is established, then acceptance takes place.  

7. Economic empowerment of communities.
Xenophobia is directly connected to low socio-economic standards as local communities, fuelled by political and mediatic narratives, will blame foreigners for their low standards of living. Studies have shown that poverty and socio-economic inequalities foster xenophobic violence and discrimination.[footnoteRef:9] Therefore, alongside all the other practices mentioned in this paper, States have to strive towards improving socio-economic standards to eradicate Xenophobia.  [9:  Tendayi Achiume, ‘Emerging Voices: The Socio-Economics of Xenophobia’ (Opinio Juris, 18th of July 2013)
< Emerging Voices: The Socio-Economics of Xenophobia - Opinio Juris> accessed 25th March 2024] 

Furthermore, it is necessary that those socio-economic policies dedicated to increasing the socio-economic livelihood of communities also include communities of migrants. States should strive to avoid the burden on local communities and economically empower foreigners, which would render them productive and integrate them within local communities. Allowing them to work, to social welfare, and education will effectively protect them by securing an adequate standard of living and by eliminating xenophobic discourses claiming their burdensome situation. 
It would be beneficial to create regional or multinational programs to address socio-economic inequalities, within local and migrant communities, and ensure a transnational movement aiming at eliminating Xenophobia. Furthermore, States would be able to economically cooperate in bettering socio-economic standards and harmonizing the appropriate treatment of migrant communities in light of xenophobic tendencies and narratives. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We would like to show our gratitude for the Committees dedication in promoting human rights and their efforts in eradication of xenophobia. We are committed to support the efforts made internationally and look forward to contribute in any way we can. Xenophobia is a global systemic phenomenon that needs to be addressed at the global level. Thus, States have to collaborate, regionally or internationally and from the grassroot level, in order to tackle efficiently Xenophobia in all its aspects. Building connections and awareness between cultures is the most efficient way to eradicate fears and biases towards other racial and cultural groups. Practices suggested above have to be implemented sincerely and substantively in order to reach their true purpose and efficacity. 


Yours Sincerely, 
Kanika Dutt, Simon Clément
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
